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IMC-WCC Integration Approved "In Principle" 


(Accra) - Integration of the International Missionary Council and the World Coun- 
cil of Churches was accepted "in principle" by a vote of 58 to 7 towards the close 
of the Assembly of the IMC, meeting at the University College near Accra, Ghana, 
from December 28 to January 8. (Decisions taken during the closing session re- 
garding the plan of integration and the proposed timetable will be carried in 
next week's issue of EPS.) 


The plan of integration had originally been introduced at a plenary session 
on January 2 by IMC chairman John Mackay and discussed at later sessions. Later, 
Dr. Franklin Clark Fry, chairman of the World Council of Churches Central Commit- 
tee, addressed the delegates, speaking on what he called the penalties of post- 
poning integration. The WCC Central Committee commended the plan of integration 
of the two organisations at its annual meeting last August in the United States 
(sec EPS No. 30). 


In other action taken as the Assembly drew to a close, the delegates from 
thirty-five national councils gave their support to efforts of the IMC to draw the 
attention of the public to areas in which religious freedom is menaced and the IMC 
agreed to take part in a study project on the question. 


At the same time the Assembly went on record defending the cause of Arab ref- 
ugees in the Near Hast and urged member councils of the IMC to take up the matter 
with their governments. 


No, 1 - January 10th, 1958 -2- a 


Delegates Hear Dr. Mackay 


Dr. John A. Mackay, chairman of the IMC and president of Princeton Theologi- 
cal Seminary in the United States, was the opening speaker of the Assembly, dis- 
cussing the Christian mission at this hour. 


Dr. Mackay told the delegates that "it is surely a time to probe deeply into 
the theclogy of missicn, and not merely to raise questions regarding the policy 
of missions." 


‘ | 

Christian mission, he said, ‘is mission that is dedicated to a truth, a 
cause or a person, which grows out of personal response to a call which sounds in 
the Christian Scriptures." But, Dr. Mackay, continued, "the full rich meaning 
of Christian mission is most luminously and adequately communicated by means of 
a classical but forgotten biblical image. 1 refer to the image cf the servant. 
The servant image, I have no hesitation in saying, is the essential image of the 
Christian religion....This same image also provides a pattern and a norm whereby 
individual Christians, missionary societies and the Christian Church as a whole 
may learn how to fulfil their God-given mission." 


"Let us never forget this," he concluded, "it is on the road of missionary 
obedience that the unity of the Church of Christ will be achieved and will prove 
most effective. It is on the road of obedience that a pilgrim missionary church, 
which subordinates everything in its heritage to the fulfilment of its mission, 
will discover the structural form and appropriate organ which will best express 
its oneness in Christ and contribute most to its missionary service for Christ, 
It is on the road of missionary obedience that the Holy Spirit will reveal the 
form of ecumenical organisation which is most in harmony with the reality of the 
Church as a world missionary community." 


Welcome by Prime Minister Nkrumah 


The delegates were welcomed to Ghana by Prime Minister Kwame Nkrumah at a 
party arranged by the Ghana Christian Council. Speaking to the delegates, Mr. 


Nkrumah said: "Africans today are only at the beginning of their adventure. 


They need education, they need advancement, they need capital without which no 
progress to the higher onportunities of life is possible, Yet what education we 
Africans see when we look abroad} ie see powerful peoples engaged in a futile 
and destructive armaments race. ‘Seen from the angle of Africa's needs and hopes 
the great powers' rivalry looks like one thing only--a senseless fratricidal 
struggle to destroy the very substance of humanity. ‘So I would say that the 
unity you represent here and the further unity which you seek in these talks are 
symbols of the whole world's profoundest need. we salute your efforts." 


More than 15,000 persons attended a public worship service on December 29 in 
the municipal stadium of Accra, Ghana's capital. 
IMC to Act on $4,000, 000 Grant 


At an early session, the two hundred delegates heard a report that a four 


‘million dollar fund for the advancement of theological education in Asia, Africa 


and Latin America is being made available to the INC as the result of a $2,000,000 
grant by the Sealantic Fund and of pledges of an additional $2,000,000 by eight 
foreign mission boards in the United States. 


According to conditions stipulated by the Sealantic Fund and agreed to by 
the contributing boards, the IMC will set up a Theological Education Committee of 


-twonty - four members charged with the responsibility of supervising the project. 


Membership of the committee will include Pretestant leaders of various denomina- 
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tions in the United States, Europe, Asia, Africa and Latin America. A full-time 
executive will be employed by the committee to administer the main phases of the 
project, making grants to a few key seminaries and carrying out a text book pro- 
gramme 


Grants will be made to approximately twenty seminaries on the basis of loca- 
tion, present work and plans for development. The text book programme will be 
designed to improve the condition of the libraries of theological schools in the 
areas named and to make possible the translation of suitable texts of major im- 
portance to the missionary enterprise into foreign languages. 


The pledges for an additional $2,000,000, a condition of the grant from the 
Sealantic Fund, came from mission boards of the Methodist Church, Presbyterian 
Church USA, American Baptist Convention, Congregational Church, Protestant Epis- 
copal Church, the Disciples of Christ and the Evangelical and Reformed Church. 


The Future of Missions 


Looking at the future of the Christian world mission, Assembly delegates 
agreed that it is something very different from "spiritual imperialism, whereby 
one nation sends agents to another." 


A Burmese delegate, U Kyaw Than, associate secretary of the newly-formed 
Kast Asia Christian Conference, pointed out that more than a change in the pattern 
of Christian missions is needed. Asia has undergone a renaissance as well as a 
revolution, he emphasized, and said Buddhism and burmese culture are bound up to- 
gether. "Christian missions have failed to make a real encounter," he said, and 
called for a study of Buddhist culture and Buddhist scripture in the original lan- 
guage. "The cultured Buddhist or Hindu will wonder why he should give up a rich 
heritage and longstanding refinement for the sake of some other culture," Mr. Kyaw 
Than said. He serves both the IMC and the World Council of Churches as joint Hast, 
Asia secretary. 


At the same time, Dr. Walter Freytag, professor of missions at the University 
of Hamburg, warned Western representatives that the younger churches "have to find 
their own way. wWe cannot do it for them." But, he added, the missions picture is 
complicated today by the younger churches! desire for material, not men. They 
must realise, however, that "experts cannot be trained and stored for use." 


Professor Freytag said that Western missionary forces are reacting to the new 
day in missions in three ways. They become passive and send fewer missionaries, 
thereby weakening Christian missions; they escape by finding new fields among 
primitive people and return to the good old days; or they are obedient and accept 
facts and "learn what God has to teach us" through this situation and the oppor- 
tunities hidden in limitations. 


IMC Admits Three New Members 


Three national Christian councils were admitted to membership in the IMC dur- 
ing the Assembly, bringing to thirty-eight the number of member councils. They 
are the National Christian Council of Ghana, the National Christian Council of 
Hong Kong and the National Christian Council of Northern Rhedesia,. 


Death of hirs. Charles Ranson 


The Assembly had to face some of its most difficult problems in the absence 
of its gencral secretary, Dr. Charles Ranson, whose wife was killed in a London 
automobile accident on December 31, Dr. Ranson flew to England for funeral ser- 
vices, which were held on Jamary 6. Mrs. Ranson was a former missionary teacher 
in India at the Women's Christian College, Madras, E.P.S., Geneva 
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Indonesians Ask for Reconciliation with Dutch 


(Djakarta) - The National Council of Churches in Indonesia has scnt an open letter 
to Dutch Christians in their country expressing regret over "excesses" in action 
taken against Dutchnationals curing the crisis of recent weeks and urging them to 
remain in Indonesia. 


The letter, issued on December 19, supports the Indonesian government's le- 
cal measures to restrain illegal actions, calls for Christian unity and asks for 
prudence and care to avoid intidents on the part of Dutch Christians. 


Later, in Ghana at the Assembly of the International Missionary Council, the 
two delegates from Indonesia, the Rev. B. Probowinoto and Dr, wWinburn T. Thomas, 
issued a further explanatory statement saying that "as Christians we must seek a 
reconciliation within the spirit of Christ, who would draw all men to him. To 
our fellow Indonesians we would urge an end to all negative and inimical attitudes 
toward the Dutch."' But, the delegates said, "recent events in Indonesia must be 
viewed against a background of the nation's undeveloped condition and her struggle 
against colonialism. It has become patent since the achievement of national sov- 
ereignty in December 1949 that freedom from foreign economic domination also is 
essential, yet seventy per cent of the major commercial enterprises such as busi- 
ness houses, banks, transport facilities, the exploitation of natural resources 
and the cultivation of landed estates, remained in the hands of the Dutch." 


The text of the statement issued by the National Indonesian National Council 
of Churches to Dutch Christians and churches in Indonesia follows. 


"To all Dutch colleagues in the National Council of Churches: Brethren in 
Christ. At the present time we are involved in a crisis which affects the rela- 
tionships and cooperation between the governments and peoples of the Netherlands 
and Indonesia. This crisis has been caused by the steadily deteriorating situa- 
tion between our two countries, negating the healthy development of friendship. 

It is unnecessary for us to list each of the current component elements and events. 
All of us, but especially you, our Dutch colleagues in Indonesia, personally are 

in the situation. It is because of present conditions, our Brethren, that we ap-= 
proach you thus in this letter, 


"In the first place, we express our deepest regrets because of deeds against 
you, the Dutch people, decds which in no wise can be condoned by humanitarian 
standards, excesses and measures which were ‘out of bounds’. For instance, the 
anti-Dutch boycott cut you off from access to daily necessities. We note with 
gratification the restraining order promulgated by the government against all il- 
legal actions which would endanger the lives of Dutch men, women and children in 
Indonesia. Furthermore, we are conscious of our abiding unity in Christ, despite 
all that has happened. Worldly frictions and enmity camot prevent our carrying 
Out together the high calling in the service of the Lord, and the preaching of the 
Word to our peoples. 


"Finally we hope and believe that you will avoid untoward incidents, and lead 
a circumspect daily life full of wisdom and understanding. we hop. that you breth- 
ren will continue to perform your duties and fulfil your professional respconsi- 
bilities to which you have been invited by the Indonesian churches and with the 
permission of the government of Indonesia, 


"We the Indonesian National Council of Churches, and member churches, will do 
everything within our means tc sustain you and to make it possible for you to carry 
on the work to which you were called when invited to Indonesia. Our prayers go 
out to you and your families." E.P.S., Geneva 
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News from Hungary 


(Budapest) - The Assembly of the Trans-Tiscian District of the Hungarian Reformed 
Church, meeting at Debreczen, has accepted the resignation of Janos Peter as bishop 
of the district. The former bishcp was offered the possibility of rcinstatement 
by the synod, but declined, saying that he plans to devote himself entirely to 
public duties. He now holds the effice of president of the Hungarian Cultural 
Relations Institute. The Assembly ordered elections to be held in local parishes 


tc appoint a successor, 


In other developments in Hungary, it has been announced that a scheduled re- 
duction in the state subsidy to the Reformed Church has been suspended as the re- 
sult of a new agreement signed in Budapest by church and state representatives. 
An agreement made in 1948 provided that the subsidy would be reduced by 25 per 
cent in 1958. In the new agreement there is a pledge by the Reformed Church "to 
support the government's efforts aimed at preserving peace and bettering the wol- 
fare of the Hungarian nation.!! 


Last month, just prior to the opening of the International Missionary Coun- 
cil Assembly in Ghana, Dr. John A. Mackay, president of Princeton Theclogical 
Seminary in the United States and chairman of the IMC, made a five-day visit to 
Hungary and conferred with Mr. Janos Horvath, director of the State Office for 


Church Affairs, leaders of the Reformed Church and congregations. 


In Ghana, Dr. Mackay said that "the internal affairs of the churches in Hun- 
cary are very complicated....~The issue at stake centres in a difference of opinion 
about the authority of the state and the freedom of the church. On the other 
hand, the Hungarian government is very eager to establish good relations with the 
churches and with the ecumenical movement in general....It is of the utmost im- 
portance that the churches in Hungary and the world confessional bodies which are 
represented in Hungary should come to a common understanding among themselves with 
regard to the best pclicy in the present situation. Such an understanding is now 
lacking." 


"But this at least," Dr. Mackay said, "gives great joy to a foreign church- 
man in Hungary--all the churches are free to carry on the preaching of the Gospel. 
The life of the congregations is very vigorous. Religion, moreover, can now be 
taught in the public schools." 


Dr. Mackay reported that Lutheran Bishop Lajos Ordass is still active as 
bishop following the change in leadership within his church last month (see EPS 
No. 48), but he is no longer primate of the church. E.P.5., Geneva 


German Church Disapproves Pastcrs! Flight 


Two pastors, Hans Gerber and Erich Rommel, who have fled to West Berlin from 
their parishes in the German Vemocratic Republic (DDR), have been informed that 
their church authorities have placed them under discipline. 


Spokesmen of the Evangelical Church emphasize that ordination vows oblige 
pastors to remain with their congregations and that, when congregations are being 
urged to take a stand against state-sponsored Communist youth dedication ceremon- 
ies, pastors must remain at their posts. E.P.o., Geneva 
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Another East German Pastor Sentenced 


Probst Otto Marcker, who was arrested in November in the town of Schwerin 
for refusing Christian burial to a girl who had taken part in a Communist-spon- 
scored youth dedication ceremony (see EPS No. 45), has been sentenced to two and 
a half years' hard labour by the local court. 


His conviction, on charges of obstructing citizen rights to equality and 
Ninciting tc boycott", robs him of the power te vote, to stand for office or to 
assume positions of leadership in civic life. E.P.S., Geneva 


"'Co-existence or Co-extinction" Says Bishop of Chichester 


In a BBC television breadcast on the last night of 1957, Dr. G. K «a Bell, 
who will soon retire as Bishop of Chichester, appealed for the removal of the 
screens that divide the West from Communist countries. 


‘The bishop, who spoke from a new church in the Sussex town of Crawley, made 
a parable of a screen erected to divide the church from an adjacent hall where he 
had recently chaired a public meeting called by trade unionists and the churches 
to discuss the H-bomb. Ue said that many screens divided mankind in industrial 
and international life. 


"On the international level," the bishop said, "there is a big screen between 
the Western and the Communist powers. we in the West should show much more ccurage 
and imagination," 


"TJ hope that this year our western statesmen will say to the Communists: ie 
admire the genius which produced the sputniks--though we don't like the way you 
treat your satellite states. Let's pull down the screen of hatred and suspicion 
that divides us. With stocks of hydrogen bombs and atom bombs piling up in non- 
Stop competition on both sides, we are all walking on a razor's edge. Sconer or 
later we have got to live together, if we are to survive. It is either co-exis- 
tence or co-extinction. We must tackle our various disarmament and political 
problems now, one by one, 


"If necessary let us call in an umpire, independent of both blocs, to preside 
Over our talks, and keep us at it till we do agree--in the name cf justice, peace 
and the good of the human race.!" 


Bishop Bell is honorary president cf the World Council of Churches. 
E.P.S., Geneva 


Presbyterian Church of Cameroon Formed 


(Elat) - The Rev. Simon livondo Ntyam, a sixty-year-cld jungle minister, has been 
elected moderator of the new $3, 000-member Presbyterian Church in Cameroon, West 
Africa, at its first general assembly. 


The new church was formally established on December 11 by three synods of the 
Presbyterian Church USA. The mission programme and activities in French Cameroon 
have been turned over to the new church and the 125 Presbyterian missionaries and 
other workers will continue as fraternal workers, within the administration of the 
Cameroon Church. 


Mission operations being turned over to the church include 22 stations, eight 
hospitals, a college, schools serving 25,000 children, colonies for leprosy patients 
and special shops. The new church has 193 churches and there are 82 African pastors. 
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The action follows after four months a similar decision of the Presbyterian 
Church USA to turn over mission property in Thailand to the Church of Christ in 
Thailand (see EPS No. 31)., E.P.S., Geneva 


State Funeral for Otto Nuschke 


Dr. Otto Nuschke, president of the Christian Democratic Union in East Ger- 
many and a deputy prime minister of the German Democratic Republic since 1949, 
died on December 27 and was accorded a state funeral in East Berlin. 


Leaders of the churches and also of governments paid tribute to Dr. Nuschke, 
including Nikolai Bulganin, the Metropolitan Nikolai as head of the foreign of- 
fice of the Orthodox Patriarchate of iloscow, Dr. Reinold von Thadden (president 
of the German Evangelical Kirchentag) and Dr. Julius Dopfner, the Roman Catholic 
Bishop of Berlin. 


In a letter to Dr. Nuschke's widow, Bishop Otto Dibelius of Berlin said that 
‘he had been a living link between the Bvaneetios Church and the East German 
government and a friendly helper in many difficulties. H.P.9., Geneva 


In brief 


Miss Margaret Holmes, veteran worker for the resettlement of refugees in 
Australia and deputy director of the Resettlement Department of the Australian 
Council for the World Council of Churches in Melbourne, has been awarded the 
Medal of the British Empire in recognition of her services. The award is cited 
in the new year's honours list aoproved by Her Majesty the Queen of Imgland. 


The Finnish National Committee of the Lutheran World Federation has officially 
confirmed an invitation to hold the next assembly of the Federation in Finland in 


1962. 
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Queen Elizabeth and Prince Philip attended rededication services of St. 
Bride's Church in Fleet Street, London, just before Christmas, marking the comple- 
tion of its restoration after extensive bomb damage during World war II. The 
church, designed by Christopher Wren, is known as "the church of the press." A 
feature of the restored building is a canopied reredos of English oak, commemorat= 
ing Edward Winslow, the seventeenth century apprentice printer from Fleet Street 
who was one of the Pilgrim Fathers. 
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Louis Minsky, managing editor of Religious News Service, has died at his home 
in New York, RNS is the only "intercreedal" daily religious news agency in the 
world and was begun by Mir, Minsky and the National Conference of Christians and - 
Jews in 1933 to serve Protestant, ike ritcrsa and Jewish periodicals as well as sec- 


ular newspapers. 
% % 


President Ernst Wilm of the Church of Westphalia, Germany, has been elected 
to succeed the late president Heinrich Held on the three-member executive of the 
"Conference of European Churches."' The other two members are Dr. Egbert Emmen of 
the Netherlands and Archbishop Kiivit of the Lutheran Church in Esthonia. 

#.P,S., Geneva 
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A Special Report 
West German Student Pastors Uphold Schmutzler 


A statement issued by a special conference of West German Protestant student 
pastors just before Christmas strongly defends the Leipzig student Christian 
leader, who was recently sentenced to five years' hard labour by a closed court 
in East Germany on charges of "inciting to boycott" (see EPS Nes. 46/47), 


The document in support of Schmutzler's innocence opens with a message ad- 
dressed to the members of the! World's Student Christian Federation with which 
the united national organisation of student congregations for all Germany is af- 
filiated. (The full text of this message is given on page 9 of this issue of 
Ere. ):: 


To acquaint students and the general public in fuller detail with what they 
call "our brother Schmutzler's fate!’ the West German student pastors then’ give 
full details of the trial, charges and background of the case. The thirteen page 
document is issued over the signature of student pastor Peter Kreyssig, general 
secretary of the Evangelical Studentgemeinde (student congregations) in Germany 
(SCM). Pastor Kreyssig draws attention to the fact that "shortly after Dr. 
Schmutzler's trial two students, Jentzsch and Wohllebe, of his congregation at 
leipzig have also been condemned to one and one half and to two and one half 
years of forced labour respectively, while student pastor Giersch and eleven other 
Students are still awaiting trial in prison," 


In reference to the preliminary hearing and trial the West German pastors say 
that "Sehmutzler was kept in custody for nearly eight months. Physical exhaustion 
and unmistakable signs of fatigue of the accused, who was weakened by tuberculosis 
and arthritis, could not escape the eye of observers. His exhaustion was even ap- 
parent in the few sentences transmitted by radio DDR in a report on the trial, 
the passages of which had been carefully cut and commented upon. There is no way 
of telling to what extent the long period of jail, violating the law of the DDR, 
has contributed to Dr. Schmutzler's finally pleading guilty in the sense of the 
charges made. But even this statement on his part does not release us from the 
obligation to clarify whether the charges against him were justified." 


A section of the statement about Schmutzler's character and his activity in 
the university at Leipzig reports that "Dr. Schmutzler was able to secure official 
authorisation for the holding of a series of lectures and talks in the university. 
Professors from Leipzig and other university cities were invited to speak, These 


talks were greatly appreciated also among marxist students, especially because of 


the subsequent period of discussion," 


The report goes on to say that "Schmutzler has always considered his task in 
relation to his government in a constructive way: he has prayed for his govern- 
ment ardently, as was his spiritual duty; and also all governments in the world. 
His accusers interpreted this as a support of 'the West', and his constant call 
to ‘love the enemy....we should also love the war criminals in western Germany as 
men! has been understood as siding with the West." 


Replying to charges made during the trial that the German Studentengemeinde 
is an "illegal organisation" which has never been officially registered with the 
DDR's ministry of the interior the document says, 'The Studentengemeinde is not an 
Organisation, Emphasizing its organisational nature is nothing but an attempt 
to split it from the church of which it is a part. It is for this very reason 
that the Studentengemeinde can never be enrolled at the ministry of the interior 
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as one of the recognised organisations, nor can it ever be declared illegal. Like 
the church, of which it is a branch, the Studentengemeinde was in existence long 
pefore the DDR was created as a state institution. The Studentengemeinde as well 
as the Junge Gemeinde (church youth groups) were affirmed in their nature as in- 
stitutions. of the Church." 


Summing up its plea for Pastor Schmutzler, the West German greup of pastors 
declares: 


i've witness to all the world, that the sentence on student pastor Schmutzler 
has been passed in violation of truth and justice. His prosecutors have abused 
God's call to punish injustice and to reward righteousness. 


"We believe that the Gospel of the merciful domination cf Christ Jesus will 
be proclaimed to the end of this world and that the Church will be perfected 
through all sufferings." B.P.S., Geneva 


A Wlessage to Student Christian Movements Throughout the World 


"'0n November 28, the Leipzig student pastor, Dr. Siegfried Schmutzler, was sen- 
tenced to five years! hard labour, 


"We listen to the word of the Gospel, that Christ's Church has to share in the 
Lord's suffering. The Church in persecution in particular is the place where 
God reveals his glory. Despite and slander brought on Christians as they try 
to follow their Lord, are the most immediate and assuring signs of his living 
presence. 


"We therefore respond to the sentence on student pastor Schmutzler which has 
caused us deep concer, by gratefully praising the Lord, for his audible 
'ves' to the service of the Studentengemeinde. 


"We pray for our sentenced brother as well as for all pastors and students, jail- 
ed for the sake of Christ, and ask that they continue praising God, be com- 
forted in their afflictions and free from their prison. 


"We pray for the families and friends of the prisoners, that they may not despair 
but find strength in the Gospel and against all afflictions. 


"ije pray for the Studentengemeinden in the DDR, that they may continue in their 
service with joy, proclaim the Gospel of salvation in Christ Jesus in mani- 
fold ways and without ceasing. 


"Wie pray for the whole Church and ask that God may strengthen our faith before 
the injustice suffered by our brethren, make our love grow and keep our hope 
ever alive. 


"ive pray for the enemies of the Church and the judges of our brother, that God 
may forgive and convert them and that they may not die in their sins. 


"We ask God to restore in the world right that has been abused and order that has 
been violated, and to make Christians ready to take an active part in this. 


"We witness to all the world, that the sentence on student pastor Schmutzler has 
been passed in violation of truth and justice. His persecutors have abused 
God's call to punish injustice and to reward righteousness. 


"Wo believe that the Gospel of the merciful domination of Christ Jesus will be 
proclaimed to the end of this world and that the Church will be perfected 
through all sufferings." E.P.9., Geneva 
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Ghana Assembly of IMC Approves Plans for Future 


(Accra) - Far-reaching decisions concerning the world mission of the Church were 
made by 200 delegates to the quadrennial Assembly of the International Missionary 
Council which concluded its sessions at Accra, Ghana, on January &. 


Resolutions approving in principle the integration of the IMC with the World 
Council of Churches (see EPS No. 1) were adopted by 58 votes to 7 after five 
sessions in which the plan was debated. 


In the final vote the Christian councils of Norway, Sweden, the Congo, and 
Belgium voted as units against the plan. There are 38 member units of the IMC 
(national Christian councils and missionary agencies) with voting representation 
ranging from one to eleven. Individual opposition came from some delegates from 
Canada, Germany, and the United Kingdom. 


The World Council of Churches was requested to defer its Assembly planned 
for Ceylon in 1960 for one year. Earlier in the session Dr. W, A. Visser 't Hooft, 
Geneva, Switzerland, WCC general secretary, and Dr. Franklin Clark Fry, New York, 
chairman of the WCC'ts Central Committee and president of the United Lutheran 
Church, had indicated their willingness to propose delaying the Assembly until 
1961, 


. Purpose of postponing the WCC Assembly is to give the member ccuncils of the 
IMC more time to study details of the plan of integration, The draft plan endorsed 
by the Central Committee of the World Council in the summer of 1957 calls for 
creation of a Commission on World Mission and Evangelism and a Division on World 
Mission and Evangelism similar to other divisions of the WCC, 
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Under the proposal outlined in the draft plan the head of the Division on 
World Mission and Evangelism, which would carry on the responsibilities undertaken 
by the IMC, would be an assogiate general secretary of the WCC. 


The two organisations have worked "in association" with each other for a 
decade and have jointly sponsored a Division of Studies, the Commission of the 
Churches on International Affairs, an East Asia Secretariat and emergency inter- 
church aid in Asia and Africa, The WCC was formed in 1948, but the IliC has exist- 
ed since 1921. Its origins are in the famous Edinburgh Conference on the World 
Mission of the Church held in 1910, 


The plan for integration is in response to demands that the mission of the 
Church and the unity of the Church should not be separated. Proponents have 
argued that the World Council of Churches cannot accomplish its goals for church 
unity without a closer identification with mission and evangelism. 


Opposition to the plan has come from several scurces. It was feared that 
certain evangelical groups now cocperating with the IMC but not members of the 
WCC would be lost, Large missionary agencies which are conducted independently 
from the organisation of the Church fear loss of missionary initiative if merger 
takes place. Dangers of bureaucracy and unwieldy size were also mentioned. 


Orthodox churches in the World Council of Churches expressed fears when the 
plan was presented at the WCC Central Committee in New Haven that they would be 
involved in proselytizing activities of which they do not approve. Metropolitan 
James of Melita told the Ghana Assembly that Orthodox churches will support the 
plan if the constitution of the WCC is not changed. He said they "desire the 
mission of the Church to be closely linked to the Church but not taken into the 
wec ." 


A draft timetable for the integration of the two world bodies calls for the 
IMG to send the plan as soon as possible to its member councils in time for com- 
ments to come back by the end of April, 1959. A final plan will be sent out in 
early 1960 by the existing Joint Committee of the IMC and the WCC in the form of 
a draft constitution for the new unified body. 


The constitution will be considered by the IMC's administrative committee, 
or by a specially called assembly in carly 1961. After six months the plan, as 
approved by member councils of the IMC, would be sent to the WCC for action at a 
deferred WCC Third Assembly at the and of 1961, probably in Ceylon. 


Bishop Newbigin Elected Chairman 


Bishop Lesslie Newbigin of the Church of South India was elected chairman of 
the IMC, succeeding Dr, Mackay, who was named honorary chairman of the organisa- 
tion, Professor Walter Freytag cf the University of Hamburg and the Rev. Christian 
G. Baeta cf Ghana were named vice-chairmen of the IMC's administrative committee, 
At the same time, Dr. James K. Nathcws, associate general secretary of the Di- 
vision of World Missions of the Methodist Church in the USA, was elected general 
secretary cf IMC, succeeding Dr. Charles W. Ranson. Dr. Ranson was named direc- 


.tor of a $4,000,000 theological ‘education fund granted to IMC by the Sealantic 


Fund and will take office on July 1, 1958 (see EPS No. 1). 


WCC Religious Liberty Study Welccmed 


In other action, the delegates welcomed a study of religious liberty approved 
by the Central Committee of the WCC last summer, and authorised IMC officers to 
participate. At the same time, the Assembly went on record defending the cause 
of Arab refugees in the Near Hast and urged the member councils cf IMC to take up 
the matter with their governments. 
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The Assembly voted in favour of a resclution from Latin America councils sug- 
gesting a possible regional secretariat for all of Latin America and asking for 
the appointment of a liaison officer to serve in the meantime. The Assembly also 
commended Latin American plans for a general conference on Latin America similar 
~o the Bast Asia Conference held in Frapat, Sumatra, last March, and the All- 
Africa Conference, tneeting this month in Ibadan, Nigeria, Suggested time for 
the conference was 1959 or 1960. 


In a protest against the refusal of the Hast German government to grant a 
visa tc Missionary Director Gerhardt Brennecke from last Berlin to attend the 
Accra Assembly, the delegates unanimously accepted a resolution saying, "The way 
in which the government of the German Democratic Republic acts is contradictory 
to the freedom of the Church." It is impossible to recognise the Church without 
affirming at the same time its responsibility to fulfil its missionary task be- 
yond all frontiers. The reselution concluded: "We are greeting our Christian 
brothers in the DDR, remembering them with the Apostle Paul's words--'Therefore, 
my beloved brethren, be ye steadfast, immovable, always abounding in the work of 
the Lord, forasmuch as ye know that your labour is not in vain in the Lord!." 
Leading delegates at Accra emphasized that the resolution marked the first time 
a large international conference has addressed a message to Christians in EKastem 
Germany and expressed its attitude on the church pelicy of the DDR government. 


Subsequently the East German gcvernment provided a visa for Dr. Brennecke. 
He will arrive too late for the Assembly but will deliver a series of lectures at 
the University in Accra. : H.P.Se, Geneva 


Churches Celebrate Jubilee, Propose Peace Congress 


(Prague) - The Ecumenical Council cf Churches in Czechoslovakia held its plenary 
meeting in Prague in December to coincide with the ending of the year of celebra- 
tions marking the 500th anniversary of the founding of the Czech Brethren (Morav- 
ians). 


The meeting was immediately followed by a national ccumenical conference of 
church workers which defined the pesition of the churches on the use of thermo- 
nuclear weapons and proposed a world Christian peace congress. The initiative 
for the national conference was taken by the teaching staffs of theclogical fa- 
culties, who prepared the meeting. 


The Ecumenical Council noted that "although endeavours were made in the ju- 
bilee year of the Ozech Brethren to unite some of the churches, this was not ac- 
complished", but went on to add that the jubilee year nevertheless "meant a 
further strengthening of ccumenical tendencies and ideas in the country." 


The Council agreed to strengthen contacts with churches abroad and studied 
the resclutions of the Central Committee of the World Council of Churches held at 
New Haven, Connecticut, in August 1957. 


Dr. Victor Hajek of the Czech .irethren was elected as incoming chairman and 
Bohuslav Pospisil, director of the ecumenical institute of the Comenius Theologi- 
cal Faculty, was re-elected secretary, 
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Hcumenical Conference 


Speakers at the ecumenical conference, which was attended by 200 delegates, 
included Dr. J. L. Hromadka, dean of the Comenius Faculty, who dealt with "Ecu- 
menical Problems To-day", Mr. A. Ziak, lay president of the Lutheran Church on 
"Genuine Coexistence! and Bishop I. Varga on "The Struggle Against Thermonuclear 

Weapons as a Task of Christians and the Church." 


/ 

The statement issued by the conference says, "We rejoice in the fact that 
many nations have already attained political and economic freedom," It. goes. on 
to approve scientific discoveries that have made the life of men "richer and 
fuller’ and expresses gratitude for "all the good so far done in the sphere of 
peaceful coexistence in the United Nations and other organisations." 


The delegates go on to say that they "are seized by great anxiety and grief 
over the fact that weapons of mass destruction threaten humanity with unimaginable 
ruin. The discovery of thermonuclear weapons," they affirm, "has created a to- 
tally new situation in which any justification of war has lost its foundations." 


Special tasks of the Church are listed ass 


% UA realistic view! of our mission in the world which is going through pro- 
found sccial, eccnemic and technical changes; 


% An understanding cf our responsibility for the development cf the world, 
for the decline of faith and morality in what is called the Christian world, and 
a study of the reasons; 


* A penitent confession that churches have not always felt sufficiently the 
social hardships cf the working man's life; 


* A humble confession that division, mistrust and lack of love among churches 
are sins which are under the judgement of the Lord; responsibility for seeing that 
the Church does not become a refuge for people who might want tc misuse Christi- 
anity for their own egotistic aims; 


* An understanding that the creation of social orders in the world and under 
present historical conditions can and must be carried out withcut war; 


* Energetic endeavours for peaceful solution of controversial international 
questions, assistance in bringing understanding among nations, both in the ecu- 
menical movement and in co-operation in peaceful endeavours throughout the worlds; 


* Condemnation and rejection of atomic weapons....and the exertion of the 
greatest efforts to see that atomic energy is utilised for the good of mankind. 


World Christian Congress Urged 


The Czechoslovak conference proposed "a world Christian Congress where re- 
sponsible representatives of Christianity might decisively condemn war in the in- 
terests of present and future generations, might condemn all armaments, all wea- 
pons of mass destruction of any kind, and pronounce seriously on the need for 
peace in to-day's disturbed world." 


The Czech Ecumenical Council was asked to call a meeting in 1958 of "some 
outstanding representatives of Christian churches without regard to confession 
or nationality" to draw up plans for holding the world congress. 
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As immediate next steps the conference advocated increased cfforts for a ban 
On atomic weapons and their testing and a drive to bring about "genuine coexis- 
tence." They resclved to follow up the appeal of Dr. Albert Schweitzer for an 
end to atomic tests by appealing te the parishes in Czechoslovakia. Prayers for 
peace will be offered during January in all churches. Theclogical professors 
are to draw up a statement on the bases of a Christian standpoint on peace, war 
and weapons of mass destruction, 


The Ecumenical Council in Czechoslovakia has been asked to follow up the 
concerns of the meeting with the World Council of Churches and the world denomi- 
national alliances "in order that they might act on public opinion" and "do every- 
thing possible to increase confidence among nations and do away with the cold war 
and its consequences," .P.5., Geneva 


Civil Marriage Still Difficult for Spanish Protestant Converts 


(Madrid) - A number of Protestant attempts made recently in Spain to gain permis- 
sion for civil marriages where one cf the parties is an ex-Catholic have been un- 
successful, 


Following the governmental decree in October 1956, such couples have been 
able to apply for civil marriage. The 1956 decree declared invalid a minis- 
terial decree passed in 1941 which had made the marriages virtually impossible, 


A "supplementary note" issued by the registrar's department in April 1957, 
but not published as an official document by the government, declared that "legal 
Obstacles" prevent the marriages because conversion to Protestantism is not con- 
sidered sufficient proof of the "non-Catholicism" of people seeking civil marriage. 


The ruling cf the department means that the issue as a whole has not been 
settled. Cases must be heard separately and favourable findings referred to the 
registrar's office for final approval, 


A group of Spanish jurists has informally stated its opinion that the new 
administrative measures nullify the 1956 ministerial decree and are contrary 
to Spanish law. 


Final judgements by local courts towards the end of 1957 have in some cases 
reversed the earlier opinion of the magistrates in the same courts that the mar- 
riage could be contracted. E.P.5., Geneva 


Austrian Parliament Hears Protestant Case 
rt a ER i 


(Vienna) - A Protestant deputy of the Austrian People's Party, Dr. H. Geissler, 
has addressed the Austrian parliament on equal rights for Protestants under a 
proposed new law regulating church-state relationships, 


Dr. Geissler said the state must give Protestants the same rights as Catho~- 
lics receive under any concordat with the Vatican. Negotiations are now proceed- 
ing to try to establish a revised concordat between Austria and the Vatican. 


Claims made by the Protestant deputy included the rights of Protestants to 
cooperate freely with their sister-churches abroad, to appoint their own officials 
and to share in appointments at state university bheclosical faculties. He asked 
for adequate subsidies from state funds for Protestant schools, collection of _ 
church taxes by the state and allocations to the churches on a per capita Haass 
according to population, 
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The speaker outlined the general principle that the Protestant Church should 
not be bound by the state nor completely isclated frem the state. 


The debate was the fullest to be held on the Protestant question in the 
Austrian parliament since 1848. 


There are about 400,000 Protestants in Austria and over 6,000,000 Roman 
Catholics. i.P.5., Geneva 


Austrian Socialists Reassure the Churches 


(Vienna) - In a draft for a new party programme discussed at its last conference 
the Austrian Socialist Party clarified its attitude to the churches. 


Declaring that socialism does not aim to be a "substitute religion" the party 
says socialism aims at a better, mcre just eccnomic and sccial order than capi- 
talism, tts concern is with this world. 


The document claims that since socialism works for a society of free persons 
with equal rights it can «nly ccoperate with adherents of religicns that act in 
accordance with principles of freedom and equality. Socialism took up a position 
of "complete tolerance" toward such groups, as long as the tolerance was recipro= 
cated. 


Previous conflicts between the Austrian churches and socialism are said to 
have been partly due to claims made by the Church in politics and partly to sc- 
cialist ideas being influenced by seuular liberalism. 


, Pretestant circles in Austria say that the draft is "an expression of the 
socialists' desire to build gccd relationships with the churches," but say parts 
of the statement are vague. They say the proof of the socialists' desire must be 
resolution of the outstanding issues still unsettled about church-state relations, 

E.P.S., Geneva 


More Replacements in Hungarian lutheran Church 


(Budapest) - More changes have been announced in the administration of the Lu- 
theran Church in Hungary following government intervention to replace its elected 
officials. The earlier changes, announced in December, brought sharp protests 
from officers of the Lutheran orld Federation in Geneva and New York (See EFS 
No, 48). 


According to a January 5 issue of the lutheran paper "Evangelikus Elet", the 
church's council was asked by re-instated general inspector Erno Mihalyfi to re-- 
move the "illegalities and omissions so far disccvered in.the church and the law- 
less condition existing since the ccunter-revolution," 


Speaking on behalf of the state's board of education, Mr. Mihalyfi said a 
state commissioner had been appointed after the breaking off cf negotiations be- 
' tween church and state. He would have to examine "which cf the measures taken 
during the past year can be legalised." The church's previous administration 
under the primacy of Bishop Lajos Ordass, acccrding to Mr. llihalyfi, must be re- 
carded as "temporary." 


The "Evangelikus Llet" report does not say whether Bishep Ordass was present 
at the Council's meeting. 


known in recent years in his own district of Eastern France as a leader of groups 


clared he wish to save him from possible torture. 
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After Mr. ilihalyfi's speech the council revoked its earlier decision of 
Octcber 1956 and stated that Dr. Lajos Vets "should be regarded as senior bishop 
because Bishop Ordass took over the functions of a bishop after him and the Pre- 
sidial Council of the People's Republic has not yet approved of his episcopal 
functions," 


The senior bishop of the Hungarian Iytheran Church is always primate. The 
council's resolution therefore means that Bishop Veto has taken over this posi- 
tion from bishop Ordass, 


In other action the council of the Southern Diocese, where Bishop Ordass 
holds office, is requested by the church to inform the Presidial Council cf the 


State cf all changes of personnel since Octcber 1, 1956, "in order to request 


legal approval of them," 


The council meeting said it had made a "juridical mistake! in declaring the 
office of General Inspector of the church vacant and restored Mr. ilihalyfi to 
the post. Bishop Veto and Mr. ilihalyfi, as joint chairmen cf the meeting, had 
previously told council members that the post had never been legally vacant, 

Mr, Wihalyfi, in accepting, said he did so "unselfishly thinking cnly of the in- 
terests of state and church, and in crder to serve the people," 


The Rev. Imre Vedreos, whe had been elected general secretary of the church 
in June 1957, is reported to have resigned on December 6, 1957, and to have been 
replaced for the time being by Karoly Grunvalsky, whe held the post until autum 
1956. 


The council's executive was instructed to "put an end to legal uncertainty" 
by preparing a resolution within sixty days setting out principles for judging 
the validity of resolutions and decrees the council has issued since October 1956. 


Mr, Mihalyfi concluded by saying that the council's actions weuld "bring the 
ideological confusion to an end! and help "to obtain unanimity with the Hungarian 
state, the state of our people.!! E.P.S., Geneva 


French Pastor Arrested for Sheltering Algerian Nationalist 


(Belfort) - A stir has been caused in French Protestant circles by the arrest, 
in December, of Lutheran Pastor Etienne Mathiot of Belfort. 


He was charged with having sheltered an Algerian leader cf the "National Lib- 
eration Front" (FLN) who was sought by the police, and of helping him to escape 
to Switzerland, 


The Algerian, Si Ali, was wanted by the public prosecutor in Algiers. 
In a declaration made after his arrest, Pastor Mathiot, who has been well- 


favouring the conclusion of peace in Indo-China, Tunisia, Morocco and Algeria, said 
he helped Si Ali because he knew he was a politician, not an assassin. He de- 


The Executive Committee of the French Lutheran Church, in a statement on the 
arrest, saids 


"The problem raised by the arrest of Pastor Mathiot has deeply disturbed the 
members of our church, It has made us even more painfully aware of the suffering 
of our divided world, and of the prclongation of a struggle of which we anxiously 
await the end, 
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"The action of our brother has been judged, favourable or unfavourably, in 


haste and in passion, In our view, we must take care not to interpret in a purely 
political way the action of ja Christian who wanted to be cbedient to Christ's love. 


"In this spirit of the love of Christ, we are unanimous in declaring once 
again, that the Church is opposed to all forms of violence, whatever their scurce,. 


"Unfortunately we have to admit that differences cf opinion cxist among us, 
because we all allow our personal inclinations to influence our pure obedience 
to Christ. . 


"Tn spite of the differences of political opinion among us, we urge the mem- 
vers of the Church to preserve fraternal fellowship with one another, through 
complete submission to the Word of God and greater faithfulness in prayer." 

E.F.S., Geneva 


George MacLecd Caustic about His Mcderator's Dress 


(Edinburgh) - In a personal report written for "Life and Work," publication of 
the Uhurch of Scotland, the Church's Moderator, Dr George MacLeod, includes re- 
flections cn curious receptions accorded to him by people outside the churches 
when he has appeared in the traditional lace collar and cuffs cf his office. 


"'A high proportion of industrial Scotland has long ago decided the Church 
is a ‘period piece'," he writes, "a harmless, even graceful, antique in the midst 
of streamlined furniture. Large solemn becks are being written about 'communica- 
tion':; their burden is that we are out of touch with modern man. Is it very wise, 
in such a setting, to direct the representative of the Church to move about like 
a ghost from the cighteenth century, with heavy laces at his cuffs--criginally 
symbols of the class that need not use their lilywhite hands?" HR.i.d., Geneva 


Taize Community Makes Christian Unity Recerding 


The Protestant men's community of Taizé, France, has issued a recording 
"intended as an ecumenical gesture to stimulate prayer by Christians of all 
traditions." 


One side contains an "office for unity" sung and spoken by the group in their 


small church in Burgundy. The other is a dialogue on prayer fcr unity between 
Prior Roger Schutz of Taizé and Monseigneur Chevrot of the Roman Catheclic Church 
of St. Francis Xavier in Paris. 


The small long-playing 45-r.p.m. disc is available direct from Frére Rebert 
Giscard, Communauté de Taizé, Sadne ct Loire, France, for 950 French francs. 
B.P.S., Geneva 


In* brief 


Canon Najib A. Cubain, the first Arab ta be made a bishop in the Anglican 
communion, has been consecrated in Jerusalem as first bishop of a new see in 
Jordan, Syria and Lebanon. The Archbishop in Jerusalem (the Most Rev. A. C. 
MacInnes), was assisted in the ceremony by the Bishop in Persia and two bishops 


from the Sudan. 
% 


Six new bishops have been consecrated in the Orthodox Church in Greece, bring- 


ing the Church's episcopate to its full quota of 66 members. 


* % 
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An ecumenical reference library is to be established at Soest, in the West 
German Hepublic, on the initiative of Professor Friedrich Siegmund-Schultze of 
Dortmund. The basis of the collection will be documents dating frem the early 
years of the ecumenical movement which were stored in the state library at Upp- 
sala, Sweden, during the national socialist period in Germany. They are being 
returned by the Swedish authcrities. 


| cer 


A book exhibition held recently in Porto Alegre, Brazil, featured stands 
erected by the Lutherans, Presbyterians and Spiritualists. Bibles and Bunyan's 
"Pilgrim's Progress" were in demand. A Protestant bcokstore has now been opened 
On a central site in the town, 


Ay Ms 
"wT w 


The first volume of "A History of the Ecumenical Movement," first published 
in English in 1954, has appeared in a German translation published by Vandenhoeck 
and Ruprecht in Gottingen, 


Martin Niemoller, addressing a service of intercession in Frankfurt "for 
peace and for the churches under oppression", said it was more important for 
Christians to pray for their enemies than for those who suffer injustice. He 
said there was a temptation to requite suffering with bitterness and that Chris- 
tians should pray for those suffering oppression to remain steadfast. 


“s 


% 


sie 


Bishop Albert Bereczsky has replied to a letter sent by the moderatorial 
board of the Reformed Alliance in Germany. In his reply to the letter, which had 
urged pastors-and elders of the Reformed Church in Hungary to clect officers who 
would resist political interference in the church's work, the Bishop objects to 
the German message as "unwarranted interference in the constitution of the Hun- 
garian Church," 


The synod of the Evangelical Church of the Rhineland has passed a resolution 
in favour of cooperation with Christian churches in all parts of the world and 
unity between the European churches. Intercommunion, already effected between 
some churches in nerthwest Germany, is receiving special attention, 


# 


ws 
as 
st 


Dr. Joachim Beckmann has becn elected president of the Church of the Rhine-~ 
land in succession to the late Heinrich Held, who died last autumn. The new presi- 
dent has been a professor at the theological seminary in Wuppertal, Westphalia, 
Since 1951. 

% 


The first issue of "Frontier", a new Christian quarterly, was puolished in 
London on January 15. Designed to take the place of two discontinued predeces- 


sors, "Christian News-Letter" and "World Dominion", the paper is edited by John 


lawrence, former editor of "The Christian News-Letter." The chairman of the board 
of management is Sir Kenneth Grubb, who edited "World Dominion." "Frontier'aims 
to report current problems "in such a way as to challenge Christians to action." 


BIA 
ay 


se 
ak 
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A book of important speeches made in the last three years by Martin Niemeller 
has been published by the German fortnightly "Stimme der Gemeinde" in Darmstadt, 
Germany. The book aims to give a connected picture cf "what Martin Niemdller has 
really said." 

% 


Under the title "The Church in the DDR", the well-known former student pas- 
tor of Halle, Johannes Hamel, has published in German a critical appraisal of the 
role of the Church in East German communist society. The bock is published by 
the Kathe Vogt Verlag, Berlin, 

% 


The well-known Indian ecumenical leader, Bishop C. K, Jacob, died in Kerala 
during December at the age of 71 after a prolonged illness. Bishop Jacob, an 
ex-Anglican, was a bishop of the Church of South India. His funeral in his former 
cathedral, at Kottayam, Travancore, was attended by 25,0L0 people. 


x % 


The British Council of Churches has sponsored a series of booklets on "tech- 
nics and purpose." A working group, under the chairmanship of Sir John Wolfenden, 
has produced four titles: "Science and Existence" by Alan Richardson, "Scientific 
and Technelogical Education" by Edwin Barker, "Technical Education" by H. A, 
Warren, and "Purpose in Teacher Training" by Monica Wingate. The series is pub- 
lished by the Student Christian Movement Press. 


% x 


Miss Helen Roberts, until mid-1956 general secretary cf the world YWCA, who 
played an important part in aiding Hungarian refugees in Sritain in 1956 and 
1957, was awarded the Order of the British Enpire, in recognition of her work, 
in the Queen's list of new year honours. iiss Reberts is joint chairman of the 
“orld Council of Churches! Department on the Cooperation of Men and Women in 
Church and Society. E.P.S., Geneva 

% 
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All-Africa Conference Hears Alan Paton 


(Ibadan, Nigeria) - The people of Africa are "on the march in the modern age", 
and the Church must march with them, Mr. Alan Paton, well-known South African 
author, told the 200 delegates to the All~Africa Church Conference, meeting 
from January 10 to 20 in Ibadan, Nigeria (see EPS No. 48). 


Speaking at a conference session considering the topic "The Church and 
the Christian Attitude Toward the State", iir. Paton said, "The Church must be 
the guardian not of what is old, but of what is ageless". "On the whole", 
he continued, "the South African churches have obeyed the custom of the coun- 
try in racial matters rather than the great Commandments. The Church must 
act now on this issue because in the future it will be called upon to help pre- 
vent the excesses of extreme nationalism in Africa." 


In a later report to a plenary session, a group of delegates considering 
the question "The Church and Economic Life" recommended that the Church train 
workers to "meet needs and keep consciences alive". "The Church", they said, 
"is often too slow to see what is coming". The group also urged a programme 
of land stewardship, a careful study of migrant labour, political action, mini- 
mum wages based on the size of the family, rights of trade unions and pension 
rights. 


Looking at the problems of youth and family life, a report outlined an 
eleven-point plan including recommendations for church-led premarital and post 


marriage groups, the training of pastors as marriage counsellors, better housing 
and preparation of devotional material for family worship. The Church was 
also urged to provide "total employment" for youth in church-centred activity. 


Regarding ‘The Church and Politics", delegates reported that the Church 
has the duty to provide education for Christian citizenship". Recognising 
that "in view of the special circumstances that surround the emergence of new 
political institutions in Africa, Christian ministers may be called to politi- 
cal action, in such cases it is recommended that they should resign from their 
pastorates during their period of political service", 


In other action, the conference heard reports that East Nigeria is follow- 
ing the pattern of church union in South India "with sympathy". An all-Ni- 
geria church union committee has been formed, but a final scheme of union is 
not yet ready. However, the delegates were told, the planners have been in- 
fluenced by the Constitution of the Church of South India. The Anglican, Metho- 
dist and Presbyterian churches are participating. Representatives of the three 
groups attended the conference as observers. 


The conference delegates were officially welcomed by Sir John Rankine, 
governor of Western Nigeria, and a special message of greeting was received 
from Premier Obafeni Awolowo. The premier said that he regretted that the 
world is divided into two giant hostile camps. "The result is that the super- 
abundant resources with which God has blessed mankind are being applied to 
barren, harmful and malevolent uses". Expressing his belief in the power of 
750 million Christians to turn the tide of world affairs, the premier said, 
"More than ever before since the days of the apostles, the world today is in 
dire need of a well-organised and united Christian Church with a disciplined 
and devoted laity and a fearless and truly divine clergy". 


The African delegates to the conference came from twenty-one countries. 
Also present were leaders of the World Council of Churches and the International 
Missionary Council. The conference, meeting just two days after the close of 
the IMC Assembly in Ghana (see EPS Nos. 1 and 2), was sponsored by the Christian 
Council of Nigeria, assisted by the International Missionary Council. A final 
message issued by the conference is on Page 6. E.P.S., Geneva 


Men and Women in Africa Today 


(Ibadan, Nigeria) - The role of "Men and Women in Africa Today" was the subject 
of a consultation at Ibadan from January 4 to 10, attended by six men and twen- 
ty-two women delegates from most of the countries of ilest Africa and Central 
Africa and from Madagascar. 


The consultation discussed the problems arising from differences in mar- 
riage customs, female circumcision, taboos in conjugal relations, birth con- 
trol, dual standards of sexual morality and the conflict of professional and 
family duties. Also discussed were the programmes of African women's organi- 
sations. 


At the close of the consultation, the men who had taken part reported that 
they "were filled with admiration and respect for African women. The African 
woman has stood with courage in spite of a long and frightening list of obsta-- 
Cles and has entered into the life of the Church to preach, give financial sup- 
port and provide Christian nurture for children." 


Reporting on the consultation to the conference, Lady Ibiam, wife of Sir 
Francis Ibiam, chairman of the National Christian Council of Nigeria, said 
that there is need for more and better education of women and girls. It was 
recognised, Lady Ibiam said, that Africa needs more trained women, but it was 
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recommended that a woman wait to enter a profession until her children are 
grown - and then only with the approval of her husband. 


Lady Ibiam said that the women refused to use the term "bride-price", 
"We are not bought nor sold", she said. "Rather let us talk about dowry or 
the exchange of family gifts." 


Daniel and Vera ilace, new field consultants in home and family life for 
the International Missionary Council, took part in the consultation. Dr. and 
Mrs. Mace will be available to the twenty Christian councils in Africa in 1959, 
following a series of institutes they are planning to hold in Asia. 


The consultation was sponsored jointly by the International Missionary 
Council and the Department on the Cooperation of Men and Women in Church and 
Society of the World Council of Churches. E.P.S., Geneva 


CWS Loans UN 00,000 to Move Refugees from Hong Kong 


Geneva) - In an unprecedented action to aid refugees, Church World Service 
CWS), the relief arm of the National Council of the Churches of Christ in the 
USA, has made 100,000 dollars available on loan to the United Nations High 
Commissioner for Refugees. The money will be used by the Intergovernmental 
Committee for European Migration to assist in the emergency transport of Euro- 
pean refugees from the north China mainland who are now in Hong Kong awaiting 
emigration. 


A cheque for the full amount was presented to Andrew W. Cordier, executive 
assistant to the UN Secretary General,at the United Nations on January 17 by 
Dr. R. Norris Wilson, CWS director. 


This is the first time a church organisation has made a loan available to 
draw attention to the gravity of a refugee emergency. There are 1200 European 
refugees now in Hong Kong. All have visas for resettlement in overseas coun- 
tries, particularly Australia and Brazil. Over 80% have obtained resettlement 
opportunities through the Service to Refugees of the World Council of Churches. 
The Hong Kong governmental authorities have fixed 250 as a desirable upper 
limit for the number of European refugees in the badly overcrowded colony. 

As the limit is seriously exceeded at present, for compassionate reasons, 3200 

other refugees for whom the World Council of Churches has obtained resettlement 
visas are forced to remain in north China because the Hong Kong government can- 
not admit them. 


The so-called "Hong Kong logjam" has been due to serious underprovision 
for ocean transport in the sums available to the Intergovernmental Committee 
for European Migration (ICEM). Present resources of the intergovernmental 
committee provide only for the movement of a further 300 cases. Mem while 
the Office of the UN High Commissioner for Refugees, which is responsible fer 
the care and maintenance of the refugees in Hong Kong, has only $300,000 avail- 
able for this purpose in 1958. 


Dr. Elfan Rees, Adviser on Refugee Affairs to the World Council of Churches, 
told the Executive Committee of the United Nations Refugee Emergency Fund (UNREF) 
_ that the loan was "to ensure that movement does not stop pending further grants 
from governments", 


In a subsequent statement Dr. Rees said the anticipated effects of the 
gift would be "to maintain a steady flow of movements for a longer period than 
ICEM can itself contemplate" and "to impress upon governments, whose responsi- 
bility it is, the serious urgency of the problem and the need for early contri- 
butions to ICEM's 1958 budget", E.P.S., Geneva 
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Archbishop of Canterbury Condemns Artificial Insemination 


(London) - The Archbishop of Canterbury, Dr. Geoffrey Fisher, has condemned 
the practice of artificial/insemination by donors other than husbands. 


In his presidential address to the Anglican Convocation of Canterbury, 
the archbishop advocated legislation to “resolve doubts and to preserve under 
control the integrity of marriage and of the family". 


His speech referred to a judgment recently recorded in an Edinburgh court. 
In response to a petition for divorce on grounds of adultery, lodged by a man 
whose wife had borne a child after the couple had been separated for sixteen 
months, the judge had ruled that her artificial insemination did not constitute 
adultery under present law in the United Kingdom. 


The archbishop said that either parentage by this type of donation should 
be made a criminal offence, or “the law should require that every case be regis- 
tered; and the register should be available for inspection under safeguards". 
Dr. Fisher advocated the inclusion of the donor's name by the responsible 
doctor. 


Referring to a report of an Anglican commission on artificial insemination 
requested by himself and published in 1948, the archbishop said that the doctors, 
lawyers and theologians composing it had "judged artificial insemination by 
donor to be wrong in principle and contrary to Christian standards", 


"The commission", Dr. Fisher said, "when stating (as it did, fully) the 
case for this type of insemination, assumed that always the husband would be a 
consenting party: but in this case it appears that the absent husband knew 
nothing until the child was born". 


The archbishop listed moral objections to the practice. He told the con- 
vocation that "the institution of marriage is meant among other things to give 
to children the security of knowing who their parents are, and to give to society 
the same security. By this device, artificial insemination through a donor, 
that security is destroyed at the roots. The truth must never be told to the 
child. The child is to be the lifelong victim of a deception." E.P.S., Geneva 


Catholic and Protestant Warnings Against Mixed Marriages in Germany 


(Bielefeld, Germany ) - Roman Catholic and Protestant leaders in West Germany 
have issued warnings on successive Sundays about the dangers of mixed marriages 
between Protestants and Catholics. 


A pastoral letter from the Roman Catholic bishops read in all churches on 
January 12 was addressed mainly to unmarried Roman Catholics and to parents. | 
It said that a "deep religious cleavage" runs through most mixed marriages and 
that statistics showed the Marriages were inclined to be unstable, 


The letter claimed that 50% of children of such unions were "lost to the 
church", and the leakage was even more serious in the next generation. 


A statement from the synod of the Evangelical Church in the Rhineland was 
read in the parishes of that church on January 19, urging church members not to 
' be persuaded into marrying Roman Catholics. Calling certain features of Roman 
Catholic ecclesiastical law "contrary to the Gospel", the statement said these 
ordinances menaced the fellowship which God intended to exist in marriage. 


Since World War II the number of mixed marriages in West Germany has in- 
creased, partly because of an influx of Protestant refugees from East Germany 
into Catholic areas. In some places 50% of recent marriages are mixed. 

E.P.S., Geneva 
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Methodist Women in Us Ask for Peate in Space Age 


(Buck Hill Falls, Pennsylvania) ~ A programme urging a renunciation of war as 
an instrument of national policy was adopted by the Methodist Woman's Division 
of Christian Service at its annual meeting this month in Buck Hill Falls. 


The 200 women, representing 1,800,000 members of 31,000 local societies, 
also urged exploration of areas of negotiation with Russia, pacing of outer 
space control in the United Nations, disarmament, expanded technical and eco- 
nomic programmes of mutual help, more world trade and wider culttiral inter- 
change. In other action the women asked for an immediate loan of at least 
$500,000,000 to India. 


The delegates said that the programme “is neither a cure-all nor an easy 
undertaking. It may require sacrifice to secure its financing at a time when 
military burdens are heavy. But we must build the kind of world community in 
which man's dignity and worth in the sight of God can find earthly fulfilment." 

K.P.S., Geneva 


European Church Leaders Plan Cooperation 


(Berlin, Germany) - A conference called in Berlin by Bishop Otto Dibelius, 
German president of the World Council of Churches, has advocated wider coopera- 
tion on a regional basis between the European churches. 


The meeting was attended by representatives of British churches and the 
regional lutheran churches in Germany, and endeavoured to find a wider formula 
for common action in Europe following beginnings made at Liselund, Denmark, in 
May, 1957. Encouragement for the idea had come previously from the Central 
Committee and Assembly of the World Council of Churches. 


In a message issued after the Berlin conference, stress was laid on the 
need for full participation in any future organisation from Orthodox and Angli- 
can churches and from both Eastern and Western Europe. 


Bishop Dibelius, Bishop Hanns Lilje of Hanover and Dr. Egbert Emmen of 
the Netherlands Reformed Church have been asked to call a wider meeting to dis- 
cuss common concerns of the churches in Europe, including world peace and poli- 
tical and economic issues. 


Participants in the Berlin conference included the Rev. Kenneth Slack, 
General Secretary of the British Council of Churches, Dr. Robert Mackie as 
chairman of tue British Council of Churches' International Department, Professor 
Henri d'Espine as president of the Swiss Protestant Federation, Dr. Ernst Wilm, 
presidei.t of the Church of Westphalia, and Dr. Hans—Heinrich Harms of the Werld 
Councii of Churches. E.P.S., Geneva 


In brief 


Martin Giersch, Protestant student chaplain at Weimar, has been sertenced 
by the Court at Erfurt to fourteen months' imprisonment for "inciting to boycott". 
He was accused of using his ministry "to influence young people against the 
state", of urging students at Bible study classes not to participate in elections, 
and of having carried on "activities hostile to the Democratic Republic" during 
a lecture tour in Western Germany. 


%* * 
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The Education Bill drawn up by the communist state of Kerala, India, (see 
EPS No. 36, 1957) has been submitted to the Indian national High Court of Jus- 
tice for its approval. President Nehru explains that the Indian government 
wants to get rid of this bone of contention. "We want to know whether Kerala 
has done anything contrary to the Constitution of our country", he declared. 
Before it can be ratified the bill will also have to be accepted by the Central 
Government in Delhi. 


* % 


The Government of Indonesia has granted entrance visas for three workers 
of the West German Rhenish Mission to Indonesia in the spring of 1958. The 
Council of Churches in Indonesia has been told that missionaries, medical mis- 
Sionaries and teachers will not be affected by expulsion orders issued against 
Dutch citizens. Swiss workers of the Basel mission are also continuing their 
work in Java and Borneo without interference. 


es 


The world-wide membership in the Religious Society of Friends (Quakers) 
totals 192,820, a gain of 3,560 over the previous year, according to the Friends 
World Committee. 


rs bts 


United States Methodists gave a record $25,779,279 in 1957 for their mis- 
Sionary work at home and overseas. The figure is a 12 per cent increase over 
1956. At the same time, the Methodist Board of Missions spent a record 
$25,206,494 during 1957 in the United States, its territories and fifty countries 
abroad. E.P.S., Geneva 


Special Reports 


All Africa Church Conference 
Ibadan, Nigeria, January 10-20, 1958 


Message to the Churches of Africa 


We the delegates of the first All Africa Church Conference that has ever 
been held in Africa, rejoice that God has called us together and in His Name 
we send greetings from Ibadan in Nigeria to all the churches of Africa. 


We come from the countries of Sierra Leone, Gambia, Nigeria, of French 
West Africa, Liberia and Togo, the Cameroons, French Equatorial Africa, Belgian 
Congo, Angola, South Africa, Mozambique, Egypt, Ethiopia and Madagascar, as well 
as other parts of the world. But although our languages are many, our reason 
for coming here is the same, that we love the Lord Jesus Christ and are witnes- 
Ses to His Gospel, that in Him we are one people whether we speak Ibo, Yoruba, 
Douala, English, Afrikaans, Zulu, Sesuto, Portuguese, french, Kikuyu or any 
other language that is spoken by the people who live in Africa. We are one in 
Him who was born a Jew in Bethlehem, fled from Herod into Kgypt, grew up in 
Nazareth, died in Jerusalem, arose there and lives today in Ibadan and in every 
other city and village in the world that His Father created. Of this oneness 
in Christ we have been given such a rich experience at this Conference that not 
one of us is likely to forget it. 


To be here is to have abundant cause to thank God for the way that the Gos- 
pel has been brought to so many countries and to be filled with astonished joy 
that it has transformed the lives of so many men and women of Africa. 
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In a continent where such massive events lie ahead, we thank God that the 
Christian Church has taken such deep root. We know there are millions who 
have not heard the Gospel and we accept the challenge of the evangelising of 
our countries, especially in the face of the dangers of materialism and secu- 
larism. 


While this experience of unity has been rich and deep, we acknowledge with 
penitence our many divisions which have prevented us from witnessing to our 
unity in Him, but this we still purpose to do with His assistance. We believe 
that Christ challenges us to overcome these divisions in the Church and to work 
for the removal of all injustices based on racial discrimination which we be- 
lieve to be contrary to the will of God. 


We rejoice in the advance of African countries toward self government and 
in the liberation of African energies and talents, praying that they may be 
used for the service of Him whom we acknowledge to be the Lord of all mankind. 


The continent of Africa will see unparalleled events and changes during 
the rest of this century, welcomed by some, feared by others. We pray that 


the Christian Church of Africa will play its role as champion, teacher, counsellor 


and shepherd during these crucial years. We are humbly aware of our responsi- 
bilities to God and to this continent, and dedicate ourselves anew to their per- 
formance, trusting that we shall be led and supported by our fellow Christians 
throughout Africa and the world. 


In the name of the Father of all men, in the name of the Son who saved us 
all, in the name of the Holy Spirit who inspires us, we declare ourselves to be 
one in Christ. Amen, E.P.5., Geneva 


A View of the Protestant Church in South America 


South America, with its 154 million people in a territory as large as Eur- 
ope and the United States put together, is a "tremendous challenge both to the 
Roman Catholic and the Protestant Churches", according to Dr. A. Rodriguez of 
Union Theological Seminary in Matanzas, Cuba. 


Reporting to the Assembly of the International Missionary Council in Accra, 
Ghana, this month, he pointed out that the Protestant Church is comparatively 
small ~ five million members out of the total population of 154 million. At 
the same time, he said that the Roman Catholic Church claims 47 million members. 
"Hence, there remain 102 million Latin Americans beyond the reach of any Chris- 
tian spiritual inspiration. It is not just the single question of seeing who 
gets the largest number first, but of giving Christian assistance to such a 
large number of people who, living without it, are losing contact with the real 
spiritual and moral values of life. They are falling prey to other movements 
which may lead them astray forever." 


Going on, Dr. Rodriguez said: 


"Protestant Christianity in South America is on the march. Undoubtedly, 
in the near future, the Protestant movement will be recognised by all as the 
most significant and transforming factor in the life of the Latin American peo- 


ple. Right now, the influence of the Protestant community in Latin America is 


far out of proportion to its numerical size. 


"Though much of the Protestant work in Latin America is already self-sup- 
porting and self-governing, it must be remembered that these young churches are 
just beginning to stand on their own feet. We must stand by them, with our 
prayers, our sympathy and with all kinds of assistance and help. The most 
urgent need is to enlarge and improve the theological institutions already in 
existence in Latin America. It is a fact that the Protestant wrk in our 
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countries has extended so far that there are not enough trained leaders to care 
for it properly. The other great need is the production and distribution of 
Christian literature. We need to permeate the thought of Latin America with 
Christian ideas and ideals. Much has been accomplished along this line dur- 
ing the last fifteen or twenty years, mainly through the Committee on Coopera- 
tion in Latin America. But there is much to be done yet, and more liberal 
contributions would not only cause a larger production but a larger range of 
subjects, titles and authors. Help also is greatly needed in radio broad- 
casting, social service and student centres. Here we have an open door to a 
great area of service, but we lack manpower and material means. 


"The extraordinary development of the Protestant movement in Latin America 
in recent years is, undoubtedly, a sign that in God's providence, on the clock 
of history, the hands are already pointing to the dawning of a new day in Latin 
America, But the very same hands are pointing also to an hour that raises 
many problems and creates new situations, calling for vision and long-range 
planning." E.P.S., Geneva 


The International Review of Missions 


A survey of the Christian mission, region by region, over the past year, 
is a feature of the January issue of the International Review of Missions. 


The survey looks at political independence, at the role and opportunity of 
the Christian schools and the prospects of their relationships with governments. 
At the same time, the issue surveys refugees and population shifts and the grow- 
ing impact of Communism in the lands of the younger churches. 


Joint Christian enterprises and experiments and plans in India, Ceylon, 
Burma and the Near East for a deeper study of the great non-Christian faiths all 
are examined in the current issue of the Review. 


Articles in the January issue follow the same emphasis as the survey section, 
The Rev. Fred Rea, principal of Epworth Theological College, Salisbury, Southern 
Rhodesia, writes on “The Needs for a Unified Church in Southern Rhodesia"; the 
Rev. J.R. Shaw of the United Society for Christian Literature describes success-— 
ful efforts in distributing books. Prominent in the thirty-page review section 
are discussions of books on church union, the non-Christian faiths and mission- 
are biography. E.P.S., Geneva 


The Ecumenical Review 


The Ecumenical Review, World Council of Churches quarterly, features 
speeches and findings of the North American Conference on Faith and Order, held 
last August at Oberlin, Ohio, USA, in its January number. 


Paul Minear of Boston, who was prominent in organising the conference, dis- 
cusses its significance, and James J. McCord introduces the report of the sec- 
tion on "The Table of the Lord", Joseph Sittler's address on "The Shape of the 
Church's Response in Worship" and an "anthology" of conference documents complete 
the report. 


Other articles include a review of the ecumenical opportunity in Latin 
America by Benjamin Moraes, and a statement on "The YMCA, the Church and Chris- 
tian Unity" issued within the World Alliance of YMCAs. 


The "World Council Diary" deals further with the Oberlin meeting, and Hen- 
drik Kraemer's "Religion and the Christian Faith" is prominent among books re- 
viewed in the issue. E.P.S., Geneva 
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All-Africa Conference Sets Up Continuation Committee 


(Ibadan, Nigeria) ~ At its closing session on January 20, the first All-Africa 
Church Conference (see EPS No. 3) voted to establish a continuation committee 
to follow up the recommendations and reports of the conference and to con- 
sider setting up a permanent secretariat for Africa. The committee includes 
Sir Francis Ibiam, president of the Christian Council of Nigeria, Dr. Alan 
Paton of South Africa, and Dr. George Carpenter, Africa secretary of the 
International Missionary Council. 


The committee was also instructed to consider holding a similar confer- 
ence "in a few years", and to consult with national Christian councils about 
future relationships between African churches. 


In the final days of the conference, the 200 delegates considered reports 
from various discussion groups dealing with Islam, African culture, industri- 
alisation and the growing church. 


Looking at the challenge of Islam to the Christian Church, several spea- 
kers pointed out that Africans find the Moslem faith easier to understand and 
more convenient because it tolerates their native customs and does not make 
such heavy demands on them as Christianity. The African masses, whose ideas 
are still very primitive, the conference said, find it difficult to distin- 
guish between Islam and Christianity. The special study group dealing with 
Islam criticised the attitude of some Western missionaries who take the strug- 
gle with Islam far too lightly. It is not, the group said, sufficient merely 
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to reject Islam; a certain co-existence was even advocated as long as it does 
not mean merging the two religions. 


Dr. Christian Baeta, president of the National Christian Council in Ghana, 
criticised the view that Islam is an obstacle to spreading the Christian mes- 
sage. “It should rather provide an incentive for more intensive mission 
work. We ought to concentrate our whole strength on this task," he said, 
"instead of losing ourselves in discussions about dogma and organisation". 


The conference devoted a great deal of time to discussing the question of 
the attitude of Christianity toward African customs. The promising beginnings 
of native African church music and attempts to adapt native dances to the forms 
of Christian worship were mentioned. The conference pointed out that the rich 
heritage of African customs must not simply be rejected by the West as pure 
superstition. African culture is rich enough to develop its ow forms of 
expression of the life of Christian churches in Africa. 


. Noting that there is a low standard of theological education and a lack 
of ordained ministers, the conference recommended stressing youth work and 
church school classes in order to build up reserves for the priesthood and 
ministry. Churches were encouraged to pray about this problem regularly and 
international bodies were urged to study it. 


Looking at the question of stewardship, the churchmen said that giving by 
members is not yet satisfactory, but urged churches not to introduce plans for 
compulsory giving. Instead, congregations were to be encouraged to establish 
proper budgets. 


The World Council of Churches and the Intemational “issionary Council 
were asked by the conference to study the problem of the landless "and report 
upon the question so that the churches of Africa may be able with greater 
knowledge, wisdom and Christian charity, to endeavour to reach some common 
mind". 


Also recommended was a careful study of migrant labour. The conference 
noted the effect of industry and the changing patterns of village life as a 
result, and urged "that the wholeness of the family be preserved". 


It was agreed to establish a literacy centre for Africa to coordinate 
Sunday school curricula, arrange training courses for writers and distribute 
Christian literature, 


Speaking on the future of mission work in Africa, Sir Francis Ibiam of 
Nigeria, the conference's chairman, said: "We are grateful for the white mis- 
sionaries, but they must not stand in our way. It is our time now to witness 
for Christ ourselves. We have been called a continent of darkness, but we 
want to be called the continent of the light and the truth. We in Africa can 
do many things under the grace of God. We do not want the divisions of the 
West to be introduced here and their problems and difficulties to be ours. 

We do not want to quarrel, but to preach Christ to our people." 


A statement from the conference on Responsible Citizenship appears on 
Page 7. | E.P.S., Geneva 


NAE Files on Colombia Persecution Opened to Press 


(Chicago) - The National association of Evangelicals has asked three newspaper 
groups to inspect its files of “over 700 documented cases of persecution" of 
Protestants in Colombia. 
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The invitation, issued by the council's board of administration, was made 
"to counteract a protest" by the Rev. John E. Kelly of the National Catholic 
Welfare Conference that newspaper reports of persecution in Colombia were in- 
accurate and "one-sided". Father Kelly made his protest last October in 
messages to the American Society of Newspaper Editors, the American Newspaper 
Publishers Association and Sigma Delta Chi, journalistic university and college 
fraternity. 


The NAE reported that the "overwhelming" number of the 700 cases of per- 
secution "were either personally or indirectly led by Roman Catholics". 
HeP.S., Geneva 


East German Pastors Convicted on Currency Charges 


(Magdeburg) —- Two church leaders in Magdeburg, East Germany, have received 
suspended sentences on charges of illegal currency transactions between Hast 
and West Germany. Both men, Dr. Kurt Griinbaum and Dr. Siegfried Klewitz, 
were arrested last October. 


Dr. Grinbaum was given two and a half years' imprisonment and a fine of 
10,000 marks, while Dr. Klewitz received nine months' imprisonment for actively 
aiding and abetting the transactions. The sentences were waived in each case 
and the men had their detention since last October deducted from their total 
periods of imprisonment. 


When the accusation was originally made that the two men had illegally 
brought 400,000 West German marks into East Germany through middlemen, church 
leaders stated that the money represented the proceeds of church taxes and 
collections received in West Berlin. 


The state counsel in the case asked for proceedings to be instituted 
against Dr. Kurt Scharf, president of the Council of the Evangelical Church 
of the Union. Dr. Scharf, who gave evidence at the trial of the two Magde- 
burg leaders, is accused of having persuaded other people to undertake fraudu- 
lent currency practices and of having made deliberate false statements before 
the court. | K.P.S., Geneva . 


New Agreement between Hungarian State and Lutheran Church 


(Budapest) - A joint declaration issued by officers of the Lutheran Church in 
Hungary and the state defines mutual obligations of church and state, 


Signed by recently reinstated Bishop Lajos Veto, Lutheran superintendent 
Erno Mihalyfi and Dr. Janos Horvath, head of the state Office of Church Affairs, 
the statement affirms that the state grants freedom of worship to pastors and ~ 
church members in accordance with the constitution. State and church are 
said to be striving for good relations. For this reason the Lutheran Church 
recognises the government as the supreme organ of state and educates its men- 
bers in the spirit of obedience to the authorities. The church also promises 
support for the government's efforts to promote socialisn. 


The church expresses approval of the government's foreign policy, and 
undertakes to work actively for the maintenance of peace. It condemns "all 
who try to disturb the unity and peace of the Hungarian people". Gratitude 
is expressed to the government for extensive help received, 


It is reported that a scheduled reduction in the state subsidy to the 
Lutheran Church has been suspended for the current year, though this applies 
only to the diocese of Dr. Lajos Veto, not to the church's second diocese, 
where Dr. Lajos Ordass is bishop. 
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Similar scheduled reductions in subsidies to the Roman Catholic and Re- 
formed Churches in Hungary have also been suspended for this year. 
E.P.S., Geneva 


JIn_brief 


Giving for religious purposes in the United States during 1957 was about 
3,425,000,000 dollars. an increase of nine per cent over the previous year, 
according to the Bulletin of the American Association of Fund-Raising Counsel. 
Total philanthropic contributions also reached a new high level in 1957, 
standing at a record 6,700,000 dollars, an increase of four per cent over 1956. 


i AS 


A weekend for Anglicans and Methodists in the United Kingdom was held on 
January 24 — 26 at Dunford House , Midhurst. Subject of the conference was 
"Growing Together — Opportunities and Obstacles". The anglican and Methodist 
churches in the United Kingdom are at present engaged in conversations about 
closer relationships between them. 


x 


Bishop Henry Knox Sherrill, presiding bishop of the Protestant Episcopal 
Church in the USA and a president of the World Council of Churches, will re- 
tire from his office in his own church in November, when he reaches the com— 
pulsory retiring age of 68. 


%* * 


Religious books and literature sent to Lutheran congregations in Siberia 
from West Germany are no longer being received, according to Hilfswerk, wel- 
fare agency of the Evangelical Church in Germany. Hilfswerk had sent large 
quantities of material during the last several months, but recent letters from 
the intended recipients say shipments have stopped arriving. Instead, they 
report, government authorities have distributed a list of other German publi- 
- eations to which they may subscribe — none of them religious. 


* * 


Mrs. Tara Cherian, a Christian, who was recently elected mayor of Madras, 
India, is the first woman to be chosen for the office in the history of the 
city. Both Mrs. Cherian and her husband are active in the Church of South 
India. 


* * 


The National Association of Swedish Students has sent a message to East 
German President Wilhelm Pieck, protesting against the imprisonment of Pastor © 
Siegfried Schmutzler (see EPS Nos.46 and 47, 1957). 


Cy «3 


The Rev. Achille Deodato, moderator of the Waldensian Church of Italy, 
arrived in the United States on January 16 for a ten-week visit. During his 
visit he will speak to congregations of twelve denominations. 


1 cy 


A bill has been introduced into the US House of Representatives, calling 
for the appropriation of the $1,400,000 in the conscientious objector "frozen 
fund". The fund is the amount of wages earned by conscientious objectors who 
did farm work during World War II. The COs received maintenance and $15 a 
month, and the difference between that amount and the prevailing wage was paid 
by their employers to the National Service Board for Religious Objectors. 
Various bills to free the money for use in relief and rehabilitation work have 
been introduced in Congress, but so far none has been passed. 
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The Evangelical Lutheran Church of Iubeck, Germany, plans to appoint a 
woman pastor. The candidate, a fully-trained theologian, will have the title 
"Pastorin" and be ordained to the ministry of word and sacraments. Explain- 
ing the decision to the synod of the church, Bishop Heinrich Meyer said suitable 
men and women were needed to care for the large population of the area, and 
that the church could not accept responsibility for relegating fully-trained 
women theologians to subordinate positions. 


x * 


Metropolitan Nikolai, head of the foreign office of the Moscow Patriarch- 
ate of the Russian Orthodox Church, has invited President Ermst Wilm of the 
Church of Westphalia in Germany, together with Professor Hans Iwand of Bonn 
and three other representatives of the Evangelical Church in Germany (EKD), 
to spend three weeks in the Soviet Union. Dr. Wilm has asked whether the 
visit can take place at Easter. H.P.S., Geneva 


Special Report 
Week of Prayer for Unity Widely Celebrated 


Reports from many countries reveal widespread special meetings and ser- 
vices to mark the Week of Prayer for Christian Unity, January 18 - 25. The 
call to prayer issued by the Faith and Order Commission of the World Council 
of Churches has been widely reproduced in church papers and used as the basis 
of intercession in many local congregations of the WCC's 169 member churches 
all over the world. 


The concurrent appeal for intercession issued from Lyon, France, by Father 
P, Michalon has also been more widely used in Roman Catholic, Orthodox and 
Anglican circles than in any previous year. The prayers issued by the Lyon 
group may be used withir. the Roman Catholic Church as an altermative to the 
more familiar "Octave" formula seeking return to the Holy See and issued at 
Rome (see EPS No.47, 1957). 


On the other hand, complaints have been frequently expressed in the Uni- 
ted States, Italy, Spain and parts of Germany, that the intercessions prescribed 
for the official Octave of Prayer in the Roman Catholic Church have been inter- 
preted by clergy as an incentive to proselytism among non-Roman Catholics. 

"The Iutheran Herald", paper of the Evangelical Lutheran Church in America, 
prints the subjects for prayer approved for the Roman Catholic Octave "without 
comment" alongside the daily intercessions issued by the World Council of 
Churches. The Octave's intercessions include prayers "that the Lutherans 

and Protestants of continental Europe may find their way back to Holy Church" 
and "that Christians in America may become one in communion with the Chair of 
Peter". 


An ecumenical meeting at Lyon in the presence of Cardinal Gerlier and the 
Rev. Francis House, WCC associate general secretary, heard Father Cwiertniak 
of Paris describe developments in local Christian cooperation in Britain. 
The speaker said that "these efforts must not be interpreted as bases of an 
understanding between the churches, but simply as a desire to know each other 
better". He said that "making an effort to understand others, to respect 
them and to make contacts with them, is a form of brotherly love. For the 
rest," he declared, "we can only pray and say to ourselves that a cause to 
which so many people are devoting themselves and for which so many sacrifices 
are made is bound to triumph one day". 
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Father Michalon reported a circulation of over 400,000 for his prayer 
leaflet in French or English. It has been translated into Arabic and other 
languages. 


The leaflet of the World Council of Churches has this year been reprinted 
in many countries, and reached a circulation of hundreds of thousands, Ten 
thousand copies were distributed by the German Roman Catholic magazine "Una 
Sancta" to its readers. The Evangelical Church of Hessen-Nassau in Germany 
distributed 80,000 copies. 


In the United Kingdom requests from non-Roman Catholics who asked to 
receive copies of the Lyon suggestions for prayer exceeded the supply. 


In Britain the usual united meeting was held at the beginning of the week 
in St. Pancras Town Hall, London, under the chairmanship of the Bishop of 
Guildford, the Right Rev. Ivor Watkins. Prebendary R. Pilkington of the 
Roman Catholic Westminster Cathedral told the audience that he had been "up- 
lifted, consoled and encouraged by the volume of prayer going up from Roman 
Catholic ecumenical organisations and fron organisations not in communion 
with the Roman Catholic see", The meeting was also addressed by Mr. John 
Lawrence, editor of the new British quarterly "Frontier", an Anglican, and by 
a Methodist minister, Dr. Ronald Spivey. 


Daily services were held in London at the Dutch Church, Austin Friars. 
Speakers on successive days belonged to the Dutch Reformed, German Lutheran, 
French Reformed, Serbian Orthodox, Armenian and Anglican communions. 


At Birmingham, England, an audience of 2,000 people attended a meeting 
addressed by the Rev. Father R.E. Raynes, until recently Superior of the An- 
glican Community of the Resurrection, the Roman Catholic Benedictine Abbot of 
Downside, Dom Basil Butler, and the Rev. Kenneth Slack, British Council of 
Churches' general secretary. 


Special unity services in various parts of the United States of America 
were sponsored by Anglicans in cooperation with Eastern Orthodox churches. 
On the East coast Metropolitan Leonty, head of the Russian Orthodox Church of 
America, officiated at one of these services held in the Russian Pro~cathedral 
of the Holy Virgin Protection, About fifty Anglican clergy participated in 
addition to clergy of Rumanian, Bulgarian, Syrian, Serbian, Greek and Russian 
Orthodox churches in New York City. 


More than 1,400 people attended a similar service in St. Sophia's Greek 
Orthodox Cathedral in Los Angeles, and hundreds of others stood outside the 
building to listen to the worship through a public address system, 


An appeal for the use of public media of information in extending the week 
of prayer was made in Germany. “We certainly do not expect the visible unity 
of the Church to be achieved solely through the efforts of theologians", said 
Dr. Lorenz Jager, Archbishop of Paderborn, in a pastoral address on the Univer- 
sal \ieek of Prayer. "On the contrary, we welcome the valuable help that is 
being given in the so-called 'non-theological!' fields through responsible work 
for understanding in the press, radio and television, by politicians, teachers, 
social workers, in fact by all the men and women in secular life who recognise 
their responsibility to the truth revealed by God and to His eternal commands." 
The Archbishop urged all Christians, despite certain essential divisions in 
marriage and in the schools, to put Christian charity before everything else and 
to pray for God's grace in repentance, sacrifice and intercession. 


The Week of Prayer for Christian Unity in Berlin included an ecumenical 
service, concerts of church music, a series of lectures on "The Church on the 
Frontiers of Modern Life", and services of intercession in the Himmelfahrtskirche 
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at Gesundbrunnen. Dr. Gerhardt Brennecke, director of the Berlin Mission, 
spoke on "Missions and Ecumenism", Pastor Wallmann, president of the Society 
for the Propagation of the Gospel in Spain, gave an address on "Preserving 
Protestantism in Spain", Dr. Corcelle, head of the French educational centre 
in Berlin, spoke on the worker priests in France, and Assistant Pastor Schiele, 
son. of a missionary from South Africa, spoke on “The Younger Churches Tom 
between Black and White". 


The Week of Prager for Christian Unity has, for the first time, been 
celebrated on a large scale in Finland. The Ecumenical Council of Finland 
translated the prayer week leaflet of the Commission on Faith and Order into 
Finnish and Swedish, and sent it to all the parishes and congregations of. the 
member churches. Church newspapers have also published the prayers, and many 
parishes have arranged special prayer services. Youth groups and other or- 
ganisations within the churches also shared in the week. 


Swiss celebrations in the city of Geneva included nightly masses offered 
with the intentions outlined by the prayer leaflet of Father Michalon, and an 
ecumenical service attended by representatives of Protestant, Old Catholic 
and Anglican communions in the Cathedral of St. Pierre, where the preacher was 
Dr. Marcel Pradervand, general secretary of the World Presbyterian Alliance. 


Dr. Pradervand spoke on the text "He must increase and I must decrease" 
(John 3: 30). He began by recalling the need to pray for unity. But he 
added that one cannot pray for unity without praying for the renewal of the 
Church. For division is not the first sin of the Church; it is only the con- 
Sequence of its unfaithfulness and its spiritual impoverishment. The restora- 
tion of unity would not suffice by itself to make the Church more faithful and 
to renew its life. He said that Christians, parishes and churches must let 
Christ increase within them if a real renewal is to take place. Unity would 
then follow as a natural consequence — a living unity which would manifest 
itself through a new spirit of evangelism. 


Many observances, some attended by both Protestants and Roman Catholics, 
are reported from Belgium. An Anglican, the Rev. F.P. Coleman, secretary of 
the Church Union in England, addressed an audience at the University Mission 
Centre in Louvain on the agenda of the forthcoming 1958 Lambeth Conference of 
Anglican Bishops, and was questioned afterwards for over an hour. 

H.P.S., Geneva 


Documents 


A Statement on Christian Citizenship 


Made by the First All Africa Conference of Christian Churches 
Ibadan, Nigeria, January 17, 1958 


as On the basis of our Christian conviction that all men are called to share 
in the common responsibility for the just ordering of the life of their nation 
and society, we give thanks to God for the statesmanlike policy of those govern- 
ments which have allowed dependent territories in Africa to move towards self- 
determination and self-government. 


The Conference commends this policy to all governments of the continent, 

provided that rights such as those set out in the Universal Declaration cf 
Human Rights are written into any new constitution for existing and emergent 
states; and in particular those rights of citizenship which belong to. man as 
created in the image of God, and those privileges, responsibilities and duties 
pertaining thereto, such as franchise rights, rights of participation in the 
government of the country, freedom of worship, freedom to propagate the faith, 
freedom of speech, freedom of assembly, freedom of association, freedom of move- 
ment, freedom of organisation into Trade Unions, and the right of protection 
against violence. 
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The Conference endorses the statement of the Second Assembly of the World 
Council of Churches, in 1954, that "any form of segregation based on race, 
colour or ethnic origin is contrary to the Gospel, and is incompatible with 
the Christian doctrine of man and with the nature of the Church". 


The Conference further calls for vigilance wherever self-government is 
achieved, lest any of these rights be impaived, including the right of consti- 
tutional opposition within and without the legislature. 


2. We give thanks to God that He has sent His witnesses into all Africa, that 
He has planted His Church here, and, by the power of the Spirit, it is growing. 
At the same time we must be awakened to the fact that forms of secularism and 
materialism are on the march, throughout the continent. There is grave peril 
that the functions of government may be captured by those who recognise no 
ultimate spiritual values, nor uphold the Christian view of man. 


We believe that, in relation to society and the state, the Church has a 
three-fold function to perform: prophetic, educational and pastoral. 


Oa. The prophetic function: The Church has a duty to bear witness 
in humility to its understanding of the will of God for man in organi- 
sed society. For this reason it dare not assume a passive indiffer- 
ence or neutral attitude towards the crucial political and social 
issues of the times. It must uphold righteousness, champion the 
oppressed, declare the sovereignty of God over all creation, including 
the institutions of man. 


ee The educational function: The Church has a duty to provide 
education in Christian citizenship, and should encourage its members 
t> meet together to consider their common Christian responsibility in 
relation to the issues of government in Africa in this hour. 


tae. The pastoral function: The Church has a duty to give true 
pastoral care to those of its members who are called to take an active 
part in the politics of their country. 


In view of the special circumstances that surround the emer-— 
gence of new political institutions in Africa, we recognise that 
Christian ministers may be thus called, and in such cases we recommend 
that they should resign from their pastorates during the period of 
their political service. 


In penitence we acknowledge that the image of God within the Church is 
marred by denominational differences and barriers of race that divide the Body 
of Christ. We are ashamed that we still need to remind ourselves of the reso- 
lution of the Second Assembly of the World Couneil of Churches in Evanston in 
1954, urging all churches "to renounce all forms of segregation or discrimi- 
nation, and to work for their abolition within their own life, and within soci- 
ety". We propose that December 10th be observed each year as a Day of Prayer 
and Dedication. E.P.S., Geneva 


Statement on Indonesian Troubles Read from Dutch Pulpits 


Following the expulsion of Dutch nationals from Indonesia, a statement was 
read in pulpits of the Netherlands Reformed Church in Holland on Sunday, Janu- 
ary 26. The full text says: 


"The recent events in Indonesia have brought suffering to many Dutch and 
Indonesian people. They have disturbed not only us, but many Indonesians. 
They have aroused our indignation because of the infringement of international 
justice involved in seyeral instances. We cannot yet foresee their outcome. 
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"(ne thing is clear: what has happened, whatever our opinion of it may 
be, must be viewed in relation to the great developments now taking place all 
over Asia. Radical changes through modern technical advance and other factors 
are taking place in the life af nations and individuals. The spiritual strug- 
gle for self-expression also leads to efforts in both Asia and Africa to achieve 
freedom from the influence of the peoples of Western Europe. 


"Tn addition to this, political and spiritual forces that contend together 
in the modern world are trying to steer the development of the countries invol- 
ved in the direction which they desire. 


"In the conflict thus arising between Indonesia and the Netherlands we are 
called to submit ourselves in our attitudes, actions and decisions to the com- 
mandments and promises of God. We profess Jesus Christ as Lord. He emptied 
Himself, taking the form of a servant (Phil. 2: 7) and was among us as one who 
serves (Luke 22: na ae All authority in heaven and on earth has been given to 
Him (Matthew 28: 18). 


"The fact that He :is our Lord must determine our attitudes. We should 
not be proud. In these weeks we have often judged others. Have we recalled 
the saying that wisdom is with the meek? Do we believe that He who is Lord 
and reigns also has power to bring together the peoples of the Netherlands and 
Indonesia, even though this seems hardly possible to human conjecture? 


"He who has entrusted to us the message of reconciliation (2 Cor. 5: 19) 
asks us to be ready to cooperate. We know that many Christians in our country 
and in Indonesia daily pray to God for this reconciliation and for the govern- 
ments of Indonesia and the Netherlands. We call upon you too to intercede for 
the governments, that in accordanze with God's justice they may take decisions 
that will lead to the true well-being of Indonesia and the Netherlands and co- 
operation between our peoples. We particularly ask your intercession for our 
countrymen who have been expelled from Indonesia and ask you to be ready to 
give them your active help. 


"Rejoice in hope; be patient in tribulation; be constant in prayer; con- 
tribute to the needs of the saints; practise hospitality (Romans 12: 12 - aN. 9 
E.P.S., Geneva 
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Bishop of Chichester's Plea for Religious Liberty in East Germany 


(London) - In his last speech before the House of Lords in the British parli- 
ament, the Bishop of Chichester, Dr. G.K.A. Bell, who retired on January if be 
strongly condemned interference with the liberty of the Church in East Germany. 


The bishop said he spoke as an advocate of "summit talks for the settle- 
ment of political differences and disarmament problems and for the promotion 
of world peace". Referring to recent approaches on these subjects from Mr. 
Bulganin and Mr. Kruschev, Dr. Bell told the House of Lords that "no power 
which claims to be a champion of world peace and yet denies or undermines, 
and so attacks, religious liberty, is likely to convince other powers which 
value that liberty of the genuineness of that championship while these attacks 
continue". 


After quoting the guarantees of religious freedom in the constitution of 
the German Democratic Republic (DDR) as having been formally endorsed by lea- 
ders of church and state, the bishop said that “experience has proved, as with 
the National Socialists, the inevitable logic of the totalitarian system which 
leads to the victory of the extremists". 


Going on to describe "recent developments hostile to religious liberty" 
in both Roman Catholic and Protestant church administration and youth work, 
Dr. Bell criticised "libels and insults" in the "state-controlled press" 
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directed against Bishop Otto Dibelius and other church leaders. He descri- 
bed “intolerable conditions" imposed by the East German covernment which led 
to the cancellation of the Kirchentag (church rally) planned to be held at 
Erfurt in the summer of 1957. 


"There has been a drastic cancellation of licences to rebuild or repair 
churches, parish halls and vicarages, in spite of finance and raw materials 
being available during the last few months", the bishop said. "Since July 1, 
1957, the government have ceased to pay direct to the Evangelical Church the 
agreed subsidy for the maintenance of the clergy of ten. million East German 
marks per annum, which it had been agreed to set aside for this purpose in 
compensation for the nationalisation by the government of church property." 


Dr. Bell went on to describe pressure on church youth. He said that 
although the constitution guarantees the right of the church to organise re- 
ligious instruction in state schools and school premises, "recently in all 
state schools such instruction has been abolished on the plea of lack of accom- 
modation". He then launched a vigorous attack on the attempt by the state 
to make the communist-sponsored youth dedication ceremonies compulsory for 
all German young people at the time of Christian confirmation. "This, my 
Lords", the bishop declared, “is much more than a civic ceremony. It is in- 
tended to rule out the Christian rite." 


The situation created by the youth dedication ceremonies was described 
by the bishop as difficult for both Catholics and Protestants. 


"Tf the East German Zone as now administered is really proclaimed by the 
Moscow rulers to be a model state", Dr. Bell said, "the prospects of a sincere 
understanding between the Western democracies and the Soviet powers are hardly 
encouraging" . 


The bishop's retirement from the House of Lords after 21 years' service 
drew tributes from government and opposition peers. The Earl of Home as 
Leader of the House said the bishop had "been a fearless critic on matters of 
foreign policy and distributed his rebukes impartially, on all governments". 


Viscount Alexander of Hillsborough, from the opposition side of the House, 
drew attention to the fact that Dr. Bell "rendered such service to organised 
workers that he was made an honorary member of a trade union. I do not know 
of any other bishop in your lordships' House", he said, "who is in a like 
position of being able to say 'T am a trade unionist'". 


"Byeryone, I think", said Lord Pakenham, paying tribute to the bishop's 
speech, "not only noble Lords here but those who read his speech which will 
carry far abroad, and which will carry to Germany - and may it carry to the 
Kremlin! - must know the utter sincerity behind it and the passionate love of 
peace in which he is second to none. He described Dr. Bell as "the happy 
warrior to whom the whole country cm look with pride". E.P.S., Geneva 


Anglican Primate Declares War on Church Apartheid 


(Cape Town) - The Anglican Archbishop of Cape Town, the Most Rev. Joost de 
Blank, has told the people of his diocese that he will not officiate as a bish- 
op at services in parishes that maintain apartheid in their worship. 


In a strong statement in "Good Hope", the offizial newspaper of the dio- 
cese, the archbishop says "I have to admit with shame that I have been told of 
congregations, where apartheid operates. I do not and cannot believe it, but 
if it were ever proved to me that apartheid does in fact operate in any church 
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in this diocese, let me state with all the emphasis at my command that I should 
do everything in my power to eradicate it, and in the intervening period while 

it still existed [ should have to refuse any episcopal ministrations on behalf 

of the congregation concerned." 


Dr. de Blank, commenting on his observations since coming to South Africa 
last year, declared that "the working out of apartheid is not a working policy 
of fair and just separation of races in different areas, as conceived and ex- 
plained by bodies like the South African Bureau of Racial Affairs and the Dutch 
Reformed Church, but is rather the maintenance and consolidation of white domi- 
nation and white privilege". 


The archbishop also said "We must defeat our enemy in detail. Far better 
that our church should be small numerically and true to its Lord, than that it 
should be strong numerically but in its strength dependent on the nominal faith 
of many who have no serious intention of ever putting their faith into practice." 


Replying to the archbishop in the South African parliament, Mr. Eric H. 
Louw, the Minister of External Affairs, challenged him to do away with racial 
segregation in the church boarding schools attended by the sons of wealthy 
parents. E.P.S., Geneva 


Annual Student Prayer Day Called for February 16 


(Geneva) - The World's Student Christian Federation has issued a call to prayer 
and a suggested order of service for the Universal Day of Prayer for students 
to be celebrated this year in the northern hemisphere on Sunday, February 16. 


The call, based on verses 16 — 18 of St. Paul's first letter to the Thes-— 
Salonians, will be widely read in local congregations and at special services. 


Students are this year reminded that "the intention of this Universal Day 
of Prayer is not simply for students who are members of the federation to par- 
ticipate in mutual intercession on one day, but chiefly to call the Church as 
a whole to intercede then for all students, whether they are Christians or not". 


The forty-one national movements within the WSCF have this year been sent 
a copy of a letter received from the "student congregations" in East Germany 
(DDR) , assuring students in the west that the day will be observed in East Ger— 
many, but drawing attention to the fact that "students in the DDR have little 
or no opportunity to travel abroad". The letter asks students in other coun- 
tries to send coloured slides of university and student life with explanatory 
notes, by air mail, to the headquarters of the Evangelische Studentengemeinde 
at 41 Leuchtenburgstrasse, Berlin-Zehlendorf. The slides will be projected 
in East German student circles. 


At the request of the World Student Christian Federation, the collection 
made by the Studentengemeinde (SCM) in Western Germany is to be used for the 
Organisation of a “Leadership Training Conference" to be held in Ghana from 
July 21 — 23. Theme of the conference is "The Witness of Christ in Church, 
College and University". Participants are expected from the Cameroons, Daho- 
Mey, Liberia, Nigeria, Sierra Leone, Togoland and other African countries. 


This year's call to prayer appsars on Page 8. E.P.S., Geneva 


USC Resettled 28,146 Refugees in 1957 


(Geneva) - The World Council of Churches resettled 28,146 refugees during 1957 
through its Division of Inter-Church Aid and Service to Refugees, it was an- 
nounced in Geneva at the January 28 — 30 meeting of the division's Administrative 


Committee. The latest figure brings to almost 100,000 the number of persons 
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resettled by the WCC during the six-year period between 1952 and 1957, Dr. 
Edgar H.S. Chandler told the eleven-member committee. A total of 97,496 
refugees and migrants has been resettled in more than forty nations. 


At the same time the committee was told that the Service to Refugees 

_ office in Yugoslavia closed on January 25, marking the end of the resettlement 
_ operation for the 19,000 Hungarians that fled to Yugoslavia since the end of 
_ 1956. “I think this is an extraordinary accomplishment working under diffi- 

cult circumstances", Dr. Chandler told the group, adding that "sometimes peo- 
_ ple feel the refugee situation is so vast that it is impossible to solve. I 
want to point out that this is one problem that has been completely solved and 
we can get on to something else." The WCC helped to move 1,295 Hungarians 
out of Yugoslavia to South America, Australia, Belgium, the Scandinavian coun- 
tries, France,Switzerland, the United States, Canada and the United Kingdom. 


Turning to the problem of refugees in Hong Kong, the committee learned 
that since 1952 approximately 8,000 White Russians from China have been reset- 
tiled through the World Council office in Hong Kong, most of them going to South 
_ America or Australia. At the present time a total caseload of 12,634 remains. 
Of that group, 1,125 have received their visas and are in Hong Kong awaiting 

_ transportation; 3,147 visa holders are still in China waiting to come to Hong 
» Kong. The WCC is seeking visas for another 8,362 still in China. Of the 
_ group, 25 per cent are under 16 years of age and 50 per cent are under 40. 


Looking at the situation in the Middle Bast, the committee said it was 

"deeply concerned at the tragically inadequate response" of the UN Pledging 
g Conference of October 4, when the minimum budget of the United Nations Relief 

and Works Agency was undersubscribed by $15,200,000. The committee commended 
_ the Near East Christian Council "for the great role that it is playing in help- 
ing to relieve the distress of the Arab refugees from Palestine", and asked the 
_ division to bring the situation in the Middle East "urgently to the attention 
of member churches". 


t® It also agreed to help support in 1958 a team which began work in October 
in Algiers, directed by CIMADE, French Ecumenical relief agency. The team, 
made up of three French women, is working in a new housing development where 
“Moslems expelled from their old "bidonville", or shanty town, are living. 
E.P.S., Geneva 


_ Cussion" at Cottbus, Hast Germany. 


ve 


A communiqué issued after the meeting says such conversations will make 
for "better understanding and cooperation". 


Similar meetings are now planned in other places. They follow reports 
_ of a lull in press attacks on pastors and church leaders, and an easing of pro- 
cedures for granting visas to attend church meetings in the west. 


Plans for conversations are confined to the local level. fhere are no 
_ Signs of a top-level meeting between heads of church and state. 
‘ E.P.S., Geneva 


V3 


x US Churches Begin Project to End Housing Bias 


7} 


(Buck Hill Falls, Pennsylvania) — Five Protestant denominations in the United 


_ States will begin a programme in three cities next autumn to help break dow 
racial barriers in housing. 
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Church members in each of the cities, still to be selected, will be urged 
to work for racially integrated housing. A full-time director will be employed 
in each city, and his assignment will be to use all available resources in es- 
tablishing among "white Gentile residents a climate of opinion favourable to 
non-segregated occupancy". 


Taking part are agencies of the American Baptist Convention, Disciples of 
Christ, the Methodist Church, the Presbyterian Church USA and the United Church 
of Christ. The denominations have been asked to pool $175,000 to finance the 
project for three years. | E.P.S., Geneva 


French Protestants Deplore Terrorism and Police Torture in Algeria 


(Paris) - A statement issued by delegates to a Protestant meeting on North 
African problems has called attention to the slow progress made in finding a 
solution to the Algerian problem, and has called French police methods used in 
questioning terrorist suspects inexcusable. 


The meeting, the fifth to be called annually by the French Protestant 
Federation, said that terrorism in France itself had increased, and even if it 
was true that it had decreased in :lgeria there did not seem to be much real 
"neacemaking of heart and mind". 


The delegates said it was not their business to prescribe a political 
settlement in detail, but emphasised that "successful military action could not 
take the place of a political solution". 


They declared that even if for the most part "the forces with the responsi- 
bility for restoring order are doing their duty conscientiously in spite of 
exceptionally difficult circumstances, it appears that the use of torture in 
questioning suspects is not as unusual as certain official declarations main- 
tain. Whatever atrocities the rebels have committed", the statement says, 
"such practices cannot be excused or tolerated". 


The delegates note that "the spread of police abuses and the powerlessness 
of parliament and the government, not only in applying, but even in defining an 
Algerian policy" are evidence of "a disturbing weakening of the state for which 
the whole nation must share responsibility". 


In an interview after the meeting, Pastor Mare Boegner, chairman of the 
French Protestant Federation, added that "the unexplained disappearance of such 
a large number of Algerians, Moslem and Christian, about whom none of the autho- 
rities seems to be able to give the slightest information, also gives us the 
gravest concern". 

The meeting was attended by representatives of the algerian, Moroccan and 


Tunisian churches, and by members of the Council of the French Protestant Fede- 
ration. | E.P.S., Geneva 


Armenian Bishop in Athens Denies He Must Leave Greece 

(Athens) ~- Bishop Elect Issahag of the Armenian Orthodox Church of Greece has 
denied reports that the Athens police have told him his residence permit would 
not be renewed. 

The bishop, who arrived in Greece on April 28, 1956, said he had "no inten- 
tion whatsoever of leaving’. He emphasised that most of the members of his 
church were /rmenians who hold Greek citizenship, but that none is of Greek 
citizenship. 
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Denying allegations that the location of the supreme patriarchate of the 
Armenian church in Echmiadzin, Soviet Armenia, rendered the church politically 
subservient, Bishop Ghazarian declared "in our Armenian church there is no 
political influence whatsoever". E.P.S., Geneva 


In brief 


An honorary degree in theology has been conferred on Anglican Bishop K. 
H. Ting by the Reformed Theological Seminary in Debreczen, Hungary. The 
bishop, who is Dean of the United Theological Seminary in Nanking, China, was 
visiting the Hungarian churches as leader of a Chinese church delegation. 


Re oe, 


Dr. Tibor Bartha has succeeded Dr. Janos Peter as Reformed Bishop of the 
Trans-Tiscian diocese of the Hungarian Reformed Church. Dr. Peter, who re- 
signed in October 1956 at the time of the Hungarian uprising, declined rein- 
statement in office, He said he wished to devote himself to other public 
duties. 


5) eg 


Bishop Gerhard May, head of the Lutheran Church in Austria, in an inter- 
view with the Austrian Federal Chancellor, Dr. Julius Raab, has urged speedy 
passage through parliament of the new proposed law regulating relationships 
between the state and the Protestant churches. Protestant circles in Austria 
do not want the settlement t> be held up until conclusion of a new concordat 
for Roman Catholics, which may still take some time. 


* 


| A new bill proposing ordination of women to the ministry in the state 
Iutheran Church of Sweden has been introduced into the Swedish parliament. 
Tt is almost identical with last year's bill, which was passed by parliament, 
but rejected by the church's synod. Church leaders complain that the new 
measure has been introduced against the wishes of the synod and the bishops 
who had asked for more time to study the question. The World Council of 
Churches has been asked to provide the Church of Sweden with information on 
the practice of churches outside Sweden. 


ase 


During 1957 the Lutheran World Federation sent fifty wagons of foodstuffs 
and clothes to pastors and members of the Lutheran Church in Hungary. 


woe 


"Who Is My Neighbour" is the subject of the annual Race Relations Sunday 
message issued in the United States by the National Council of the Churches of 
Christ in the UsA. The message will be read in Protestant and Orthodox chur- 
ches on Sunday, February 9. The 1,500-word statement asks church members to 
put the same generosity and mercy into their relations with people close at 
hand aS. they have put into world mission programmes. 


ae oe 


The Executive Committee of the World Council of Churches will hold its 
semi-annual meeting from February 10 - 14 at the headquarters of the British 
Council of Churches in London. Agenda items include discussion of the pro- 
posed integration of the WCC and the International Missionary Council, plans 
for New headquarters for the WCC in Geneva, implementation of a study of reli- 
gious liberty, authorised by last summer's Central Committee, and relations 
with the Moscow Patriarchate of the Russian Orthodox Chureh. Dr. Franklin 
Clark Fry, Lutheran, USA, is chairman of the committee. E.P.S., Geneva 
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A Special Report 


The Churches in the Pacific Islands 


The most urgent need of the Church in the Pacific today is a united theo- 
logical college, where the future leaders of the Church could be trained to- 
gether in an environment familiar to them. This is the opinion of the Rev. 
Setareki A. Tuilovoni, director of the Young People's Department of the Metho- 
dist Church in Fiji, who reported to the Assembly of the International Missi- 
onary Council in Ghana (see EPS No. 2, 1958). 


"Tn such a theological setting, the students from each of the groupof 
islands represented will come to a realisation of their total responsibility, 
both in the Pacific churches and in the missionary task of the Church in the 
world," he said. Mr. Tuilovoni noted as "encouraging" that the Methodist 
Mission of Australasia is considering the need for a united theological college. 


At the same time, Mr. Tuilovoni called for more cooperation between mis- 
gion boards working in the Pacific, pointing out that together the boards 
could establish higher training shhools for lay leaders and set up church 
conferences. 


"Tt must be mentioned that the desire to come together is felt by the is- 

_ ilanders themselves", he said. "Even today Pacific Islanders are found in 

_ missionary fields away from their homelands. A significant part of the church 

| life in some of the islands of the Pacific today is the awakening of youth to 
their responsibility in the Church. The youth of Tonga, Fiji and Samoa have 
gone a step further in holding their first youth camp in Fiji last August, 

marking the first time in the history of the Church in the Pacific that young 

people have come together in a conference of that kind, sponsored and run by 

_ island leaders. 


"The success of that gathering proved that the Pacific Islanders are ready 
for fellowship and cooperation. Next year the camp will be held in Tonga and 
we hope that Samoa will invite young people from Fiji and Tonga the following." 


"But", Mr. Tuilovoni said, "the churches in the Pacific still need the 
help of the sending churches, both in personnel and financial assistance. The 
desire to have help from outside does not mean that churches in the Pacific 
have been spoon-fed by the sending churches in matters of finance. Many of 
the churches are autonomous and able to support their own workers and their 
institutions. Tonga has her own Conference and has paid the salaries of some 
of the missionaries working there. Samoa has gone further. The churches 
there pay the salaries of all missionaries and finance their own institutions 
and pay the salaries of the Samoan workers." 


Turning to the situation in the Fiji Islands, Mr. Tuilovoni said that "the 
islands claim to be a religious country, and the last census in 1956 showed that 
99 per cent of the population belong to some religious group. But this does 
not imply that they all belong to the Christian Church. Even though in the 
past Fiji might have claimed to be a Christian country, today the claim is im- 
possible because of the growing number of non-Christians. 


"There are 178,161 Christians (or 51 per cent of the population) and 165,191 
non-Christians (47 per cent). Since the majority of the non-Christians are 
Indians and they are increasing much more rapidly than the Fijians, the Chris- 
tians will be outnumbered in the not distant future." 


During the 19th century many Indians were introduced into Fiji, particu- 
larly as plantation workers. 
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Mr. Tuilovoni went on: "The Christian forces that are being challenged in 
Fiji belong to these churches: Methodist, 138,147; Roman Catholic, 25,542; 
Anglican, 5,130; Seventh Day Adventist, 4,013; Presbyterian, 982; other 
groups, 3,347. 


"Some of the mission boards are working among the Indians, but progress is 
very slow. The mission boards concerned and the Fijian Church will have to 
explore the possibility of using more effective methods of evangelising the 
non-Christian Indians. I am convinced that sending experienced missionaries 
from India to Fiji will speedjup the pace, and plans are under way to further 
the evangelisation of the non-Christians. We are conscious of the fact that 
here lies the missionary frontier of our church. It is here that the battle 
has to be fought. There has never been a time when cooperation was more ur- 
gently needed among the various missionary bodies working in Fiji than today. 
The missionary workers are becoming aware of that necessity and they have es- 
tablished a board of evangelism. 


"But though the large number of non-Christians in Fiji may be overwhelming, 
one should not forget that the Christian denominations, through their denomi- 
national agencies, manage to influence the non-Christians indirectly. Thou- 
sands of non-Christian children go through our schools where they learn some- 
thing about Christianity. Non-Christians are also contacted through open air 
preaching, pastoral visitation, medical work, youth movements, the radio, press 
and visual aids." E.P.S., Geneva 


Document 


Call for the Day of Prayer of the World's Student Christian Federation 
February 16, 1958 


"Rejoice always, pray constantly, give thanks in all circumstances; 
for this is the will of God in Christ Jesus for you." I Thess.5: 16-18. 


—O— 


With these words the World's Student Christian Federation once again calls 
the Church everywhere to make intercession for the universities of the world. 


There is no doubt that the New Testament commands us to pray. The impera- 
tives are hard, even sharper than we think at first glance. "Rejoice always", 
at all times. "Pray constantly", without ceasing. "Give thanks in all cir- 
cumstances". And what is more, we are commanded to do this “for all men" 


(I Pim.2:-1). The New Testament does not show much interest in whether we 


want to pray or not. Our will is not decisive here. Another will wants 
these things, and that will is the commanding one. "This is the will of Godt" 


Can we agree? Can we allow this will to take place in us, if not always 
and constantly, at least here and now, in this place? Are we willing here and 
now to be given the gift of joy, of a thankful heart, of valid prayer? While 
we weigh this possibility, the New Testament speaks once again: that which 
God wills has already taken place "in Christ Jesus". You do not decide whether 
God's determination to have a joyful, praying, grateful creature will happen 


‘or not. God's will has happened in the Man of Nazareth: In him the Creator 


hears the grateful "let it be so!" of his creature. In the Man of Nazareth, 
the life of faith in all these forms ~- joy, prayer, gratitude - is a reality, 
not just a possibility. 


And this Man of Nazareth has to do with us here, today. This Lordly Man 
believes, rejoices, prays, gives thanks "for you". In him your Day of Prayer 
has already begun. In this Man of Nazareth, God is glad about you, his own 
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 oreature! In this Man of Nazareth, God himself prays for you, his friend! 
In this Man of Nazareth, God, in his own inconceivable way, gives thanks for 
_ you, his own beloved child! Your hard will and deadness of heart he wants 
i for himself. His free will and living heart he wants you to have for your- 
_ self. His command to rejoice, to pray, to give thanks is an invitation to 
_ det his life be your own. God wants this life for you. 


' "For you" — "for all men". What God wants for you, he has already begun 
“in Christ Jesus" for all men.| Can we rejoice and pray and give thanks for 
that in the universities where we study and learn and teach? "All men" is not 


an abstraction in the New Testament. It means "each man": each man and woman 
_ in the universities of the world, especially those we know and see every day, 

_ and most particularly those we might prefer to leave alone. Professors — the 
interesting and the dull ones! Fellow students - the clever and the foolish 
ones, the rich and the poor, the courageous and the cowardly, the trustworthy 
and the untrustworthy, the Christian and the non-Christian, the religious and 
the sceptic and the indifferent, the good and the evil - all men are included 

_ in the "for you" which we celebrate today. And those also who help us to 

_ study: families - the understanding and the misunderstanding ones, the encoura- 
ging and the depressing; officials - the helpful and the hindering ones, the 
just and the unjust; and the merchants from whom we buy, and the poor of every 
‘Kind among whom we study and live. For all these we are invited to rejoice 
with the Heavenly Father, who "in Christ Jesus" sees rot only the heart of each 
man, but the destiny of all men. For all these we are invited to Jeay with 
the Lord who holds them lovingly and without ceasing before the heavenly throne. 
_ For all these we are invited to give thanks in all circumstances — not pharisaic 
_ thanks for things unworthy of thanks, but the thanks of those who know that 
their own sins have been forgiven, and those of all men. 


Rejoice always, pray constantly, give thanks in all circumstances; for 
_ this is the will of God in Christ Jesus for you." Amen 


Officers of the W.S.C.F. 


K.P.S., Geneva 
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"Pour vous" — "pour tous les hommes", Ce que Dieu veut pour vous, il a déja 
commencé 4 le faire "en Jésus Christ" pour tous les hommes. Pouvons—nous nous 
réjouir de cela dans les universités ot nous étudions, ot nous apprenons et ot 
nous enseignons ? "Tous les hommes" cela n'est pas une abstraction pour le Nou- 
veau Testament. Cela signifie "chaque homme!! : chaque homme et chaque femme dans 
les universités du monde. Ceux-ld surtout que nous connaissons et voyons chaque 
jour, tout spécialement ceux que nous préférerions tenir 4 l'écart, Les profes- 
seurs — ceux qui sont intéressants et ceux qui sont ennuyeux. Nos camarades 
 étudiants ~ les intelligents et les fous, les riches et les pauvres, les coura- 
geux et les laches, ceux en qui nous pouvons avoir confiance et ceux dont nous 
nous méfions, les chrétiens et les non—chrétiens, les religieux, les sceptiques 
et les indifférents, les bons et les méchants - tous les hommes sont parmi ceux 
auxquels s'adresse le "pour vous" que nous célébrons aujourd'hui. Et ceux aussi 
qui nous permettent d'étudier s nos familles, qu'elles nous comprennent ou non, 
qu'elles nous encouragent ou nous découragent; L'administration, qu'elle nous 
rende service ou qu'elle nous crée des difficultés, qu'elle soit juste ou injuste; 
et les marchands chez qui nous achetons, et tous les pauvres parmi qui nous étu- 
dions et vivons. Pour tous ceux~ld, notre Pére céleste nous demande de nous 


réjouir avec lui, lui qui, "en Jésus Christ! ne voit pas seulement-le cosur eur de 


chaque homme, mais la destinée de tous les hommes. Pour tous ceux~la, il nous 
demande de prier avec le Seigneur qui sans cesse les tient avec amour devant le 
tr6ne céleste.- Pour tous ceux-li, Dieu nous demande de rendre graces en toutes 


_Girconstances - non pas de rendre graces pharisaiiquement pour des choses qui ne 


le méritent pas, mais de rendre graces comme ceux qui savent que leur propre 
peché a été pardonné et aussi celui de tous les hommes. 

"Soyez dans la joie, priez sans cesse, rendez graces pour tout. Clest ce que 
Dieu demande de vous puisque vous Stes au Christ". Amen 


Fédération Universelle des 
Associations Chrétiennes dtHKtudiants 


S.OH.P,1., Genéve 
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WCC Executive Approves Meeting with Moscow Patriarchate 


(London) -~ The Executive Committee of the World Council of Churches, meeting 
in London, agreed on February 11 to accept a suggestion made by the Moscow 
Patriarchate of the Russian Orthodox Church for a joint meeting between rep- 
resentatives of the WCC and the Patriarchate. The meeting will be held in 
August, 1958, at a place to be arranged. 


The decision was taken after the Executive Committee had received a letter 
from the Metropolitan Nikolai of Krutitsky and Colomna, head of the office of 
external relations for the Moscow Patriarchate, which is not a member church 
of the WCC. 


In accepting the date suggested by Metropolitan Nikolai, the Executive 
Committee acted on a previous decision of the larger Central Committee of the 
World Council of Churches, which had approved the conversations. The date 
originally suggested had been January, 1957, but talks to be held then in Paris 
were delayed at the request of the iloscow Patriarchate. 


The Church of Moscow declined membership in the WCC, which now includes 
169 churches in over 50 countries, when the Council was formed in 1948, but 
said at that time that the decision was "for the present". 
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Commenting on the decision to go ahead with the meeting, Dr. Franklin 
Clark Fry, lutheran, USA, the chairman of the WCC's Central and Fxecutive 
Committees, said: "It is assumed that this will be in the nature of a first 
exploratory consultation to exchange information and get acquainted. In the 
spirit of the ecumenical movement we have looked forward for two years to this 
new opportunity to discover ways in which fellowship in Christ may be assured 
by those who profess Him, albeit in the midst of drastically differing histori- 
cal situations. ) 


"We do not expect rapid progress," Dr. Fry continued. "Conversations will 
be cumbersome because they will have to be conducted entirely through inter- 
preters. Moreover, the Russian Orthodox Church has not previously had asso- 
ciation with the ecumenical movement." 


Dr. Fry said formal negotiations were not anticipated. "The broad lines 
of conversations will: be concerned with the ways in which the churches, by 
their faith in Christ, can cooperate and help one another more effectively to 
witness to Him and to serve freedom, justice and peace in the world," the 
Executive's chairman declared. 


Dr. W.A. Visser 't Hooft, general secretary of the World Council of Chur- 


ches, reviewed the work of the Gouncil during the last six months at the open- 


ing session of the Executive Committee, which met from February 10 - 14. 


Looking at "main points where the ecumenical movement has been active", Dr. 
Visser 't Hooft reported on the Faith and Order Conference held at Oberlin, 
Ohio, USA, last September, the development of the East Asia Christian Confer- 
ence and the recent All Africa Church Conference in Nigeria. 


Turning to what he described as the "most difficult problem of the last 
few months - the relations with churches in Eastern Germany", Dr. Visser 't 
Hooft told the committee that the situation in Eastern Germany is "very dis- 
couraging". The general secretary cited as examples two recent refusals by 
the East German Republic to grant visas to churchmen. The German Northern 
Countries Conference in Sweden was cancelled when East German churchmen could 
not get visas to attend. Barlier, Dr. Gerhard Brennecke, director of the 
Berlin Missionary Society, was refuscd a visa to attend the International Mis- 
sionary Council Conference in Ghana. 


"Tt is of the greatest importance to maintain relations with churches in 
Eastern Europe," Dr. Visser 't Hooft said, but added that it is getting “more 


and more difficult" because of pressure on the churches, citing the displace- 


ment of Hungarian Iutheran Bishop Lajos Ordass as primate of his church. 
Bishop Ordass has been succeeded by reinstated Bishop Lajos Veto. 


The WCC's Executive was given a reception at Lambeth Palace, London, by 
the Archbishop of Canterbury, Dr. Geoffrey Fisher, who is a member of the Coun- 
cil's Central Committee and was one of its presidents from 1948 to 1954. 
E.P.S., Geneva 


Scandinavian Primates Ask Hungarian Government to Give Church Freedom 


(Geneva) - The presiding Lutheran bishops in four Scandinavian countries have 
made public the text of a letter they sent on January 14 to Dr. Janos Horvath, 
president of the Hungarian government's Office for Church Affairs, in which 
they express concern about changes in church leadership under government pres- 
sure, and ask for the spiritual freedom of the churches to be upheld. 
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The letter is signed by Archbishop Yngve Brilioth of the Church of Sweden, 
Bishop H. Fuglsang-Damgaard of the Church of Denmark (Copenhagen), Archbishop 
Ilmari Salomies of the Church of Finland and Bishop Johannes Smemo of the 
Church of Norway (Oslo). 


The message expresses appreciation of the Hungarian Lutheran Church's re- 
election of Bishop Lajos Ordass and Bishop Zoltan Turoczy since 1956, and says 
the churches of the Scandinavian countries had "noted with pleasure" the fact 
that the Hungarian government had enhanced its reputation by being ready to 
uphold religious liberty in this way. 


Going on to point out that they have felt “exceedingly upset and disturbed" 
by the news that Bishop Ordass had lost his position as leading bishop and 
Bishop Turoczy had been "removed from his position, although acknowledged by 
the government at his official installation", the four church leaders say they 
hope these and other reports are exaggerated. 


"Knowing your earlier efforts to try to maintain religious freedom in Hun- 
gary," the letter continues, "not least in the case of the Lutheran Church, we 
ask you to do all in your power to permit the church to enjoy unlimited spiritu- 
al liberty in the future also". 


Answering the possible objection that their letter might be considered as 
interference in Hungarian internal affairs, the signatories emphasize that the 
evangelical churches have a feeling of responsibility for each other regardless 
of national boundaries, and point out that they “cannot be indifferent when the 
right of our sister church to conduct its own spiritual affairs and organisation 
is being held in question". E.P.5., Geneva 


Archbishop de Blank Favours End to School Apartheid 


(Cape Town) - Dr. Joost de Blank, Anglican Archbishop of Cape Town, has pledged 
himself to work for desegregation in Anglican schools in South africa if "legal 
barriers are repealed". 


He was replying to Mr. Eric H. Louw, South Africa's Extermal Affairs minis- 
ter, who had challenged him to eliminate apartheid in the schools (see EPS No. 5). 


"T pledge myself to use my influence to find a way by which people of all 
races can come together in our schools and other cultural institutions," the 
Archbishop said. He cited the Bantu Education Act and Group Areas Act as 
standing in the way of the change, and said Anglican schools had admitted non- 

white pupils in the past, but were now prevented from doing so by the law. 


Opening the second day of an auction sale in aid of the Treason Trial De- 
fence Fund in Cape Town, the archbishop claimed that "any difficulties that 
_ arise between the Church and politicians come when the politicians become law- 
givers. Their political functions are to make laws under God's laws. They 
cannot make their own and claim they are God's," he said. 


The ninety-five people appearing before the Johannesburg inquiry into al- 
leged treasonable activity have been committed for trial on charges of high 
treason. All will plead not guilty, and have asked for trial with jury before 

_the Supreme Court. An appeal for £150,000 to assist financially in their de- 
fence has so far realised £35,000 in the United Kingdon. Part of the fund will 
be used to help financially distressed relatives of the accused. 


The Archbishop of Cape Town has come under further eriticism in the South 
African parliament. A government (Nationalist) member, Mr. P.J. Coetzee, said 
South Africa had "had its fill of de Blanks, Reeves and Huddlestons, and I feel 
the time has perhaps come when General Smuts' policy of 'shoot first and ask 
questions afterwards' should be applied — that people of this type, including 
the new archbishop, should be deported". 
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Anglican Bishop Ambrose Reeves of Johannesburg and Father Trevor Huddleston, 
formerly of the Anglican Community of the Resurrection within his diocese, are 
active critics of South Africa's apartheid policy. 


Mr. Eric Louw, External Affairs minister, speaking in Parliament, described 
Dr. de Blank as "a good recruiting agent for the Left-wingers who have inspired 
a world-wide campaign against South Africa". 


The leader of the United Party opposition, Sir de Villiers Graaf, announced 
his party's continued support for school apartheid, but deplored the increasing 


heat of exchanges between the archbishop and the government. "A revival of 
the age-old struggle between the Church and state would be most unwise", he 
declared. H.P.S., Geneva 


Government Reports on Destruction of India Christian Centre 


(Bhopal, India) — An Indian mob's destruction of a $100,000 Protestant community 
centre in Raipur last August (see EPS No. 35, 1957) did not involve “communal or 
religious bias", according to an official report released by the Madhya Pradesh 
government in the state capital of Bhopal. 


The evidence, according to the report, "shows the popular outburst was only 
against the Gass Memorial Centre and the Rev. Gurbachan Singh (the centre's 
superintendent) and not against the Christians and Christian missionaries as 
such", 


The incident took place when a mob of 10,000 persons marched on the three-— 
storey centre after Mr. Singh had asked that a Hindu idol should not be used in 
a play being produced by a group using the centre. Before police dispersed 
the crowd it had set fire th the centre, smashed doors ard windows, desecrated 
the chapel and stolen or destroyed equipment and supplies. The home was a pro- 
ject of the Board of Missions of the Evangelical and Reformed Church in the 
United States. 


The 34-page report was written by Justice G.P. Bhutt, who was asked by the 
state government to conduct an inquiry into the incident. Minimizing the sig- 
nificance of any inter-religious friction in the episode, Justice Bhutt said 
that Mr. Singh and other missionaries had been asked to leave Raipur by the 
authorities “only by way of caution and not as the result of any actual trend 
of events". 


Two leading English-language newspapers in India have questioned Justice 


_Bhutt's report. The Statesman, a national daily published in Calcutta, says 


that a “worrying aspect" of the incident is “whether the admittedly wanton des- 
truction of the centre was invited by feelings of religious intolerance out of 
place in a secular state. It is necessary to be particularly careful not to 
encourage intolerance, perhaps especially if cloaked by appeals to religion." 


The Hitavada, a regional paper in Nagpur, said that the mob taking part in 
the demonstration "behaved shabbily and in a manner which is unworthy of the 
Indian constitution ... Mr. Bhutt is not on sure ground when he does not find a 
word of criticism of the police's action in their failure to protect the Gass 


. Memorial Centre." E.P.S., Geneva 
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National lutheran Council in US Seeks Wider Lutheran Cooperation 


(Atlantic City, New Jersey) - The National Lutheran Council in the USA has 
proposed a meeting of its executive committee with representatives of the 
Lutheran Church Missouri Synod and other Lutheran bodies outside its member- 
ship. 


The aim of the meeting, which would have to be approved by the NIC's eight- 
member bodies, would be to discuss fuller cooperation among America's Iutherans 
and between Lutherans and other Christians. 


Speaking in favour of the proposal, Dr. Paul C. Empie, executive director 
of the NIC, said that practical cooperation in the modern world without com- 
promise of doctrinal principles was not only possible but imperative. He 
told delegates to the NIC's meeting that churches "must manifest at every pos- 
sible place the degree of unity which does exist". 


Eight lutheran bodies, of which the Missouri Synod is the largest, do not 
at present take part in most of the work of the National Lutheran Council. 


Earlier in the meeting, the NLC's president, Dr. F.E. Reinartz, who is 
also secretary of the two million—member United Lutheran Church in America, 
made a plea for abandonment of existing plans for church union between the 
Council's member churches. He urged that the union be postponed until all the 
NIC's members could agree to unite, and affirmed that all eight “under God can 
and now ought to come into organic union". 


Two separate plans for mergers are at present in preparation within the 
membership of the National Lutheran Council. H.P.S., Geneva 


Denominationalism Must End in Missions, US Church Official Says 


(Buck Hill Falls, Pennsylvania) ~ An ideal picture of Christian mission work 
that would end denominationalism in overseas areas was drawn by Dr. Alford 
Carleton, executive vice-president of the American Board of Commissioners for 
Foreign Missions, to 600 officials of mission boards and agencies of the Con- 
gregational Christian Churches at a recent meeting at Buck Hill Falls, Pennsyl- 
vania. 


An agency that would be able to meet world needs would be "truly ecumenical", 
Dr. Carleton said. "Denominational and national loyalties would be reduced to 
the minimum necessary to maintain contact with existing churches, and there 
would be further separation of Christianity from Western cultural forms with 
which it has been associated through much of its history." 


"There would be no more talk," he said, "of older and younger churches, nor 
of sending and receiving churches, but the entire effort would be to build a 
Christian strategy for the world on the basis of equality." 


At the same time, Dr. Carleton said that there should be more stress on 
"technical competence and high professional skill" among mission workers. 
"The conduct of ecumenical affairs in a world like the present is a highly tech- 
nical operation ... It is a time when we can be satisfied with nothing less 
than a total mission of the total church to the whole of life in the whole of 
the world," H.P.S., Geneva 
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In brief 


Figures released in Washington, D.C., show that the member bodies of the 
Baptist World Alliance in 105 countries have gained over a million new members 
in the year 1955-56. 


Seo 


Church World Service USA, relief arm of the National Council of the Churches 
of Christ in the USA, aims to raise $10,428,000 through this year's tenth an- 
nual united appeal of Protestant and Eastern Orthodox churches in America for 
overseas relief and rehabilitation. Sunday, March 16, has been announced as 
the date of the nation-wide "One Great Hour of Sharing" appeal. 


ee 


The first Finnish Orthodox congregation on Swedish soil has been estab- 
lished in the industrial town of Boras by about two thousand Orthodox refugees 
from Russian Karelia. The parish will be within the jurisdiction of Finnish 
Orthodox Archbishop Herman of Helsinki. 

; * % 

Monseigneur Georges Chevrot, Roman Catholic parish priest at the Church of 
St. Francis Xavier in Paris, and for wmany years a leading figure in the ecumeni- 
cal dialogue between Roman Catholics and Protestants in France, has died in 


Paris, aged 68. 


CATON 


The Council of Churches in Indonesia has published in its regular bulletin 
extracts from statements on the Church and political issues, made in 1937 by 
the Oxford world conference on "Church, Community and State" and by the inaugu- 
ral assembly of the World Council of Churches at Amsterdam in 1948. The docu- 
ments are meant to give guidance in the disturbed state of Indonesia. 


es Wales 


Dean James A. Pike, of the Cathedral of St. John the Divine in New York, 


has been elected to succeed Bishop Karl Block in the Protestant Episcopal 


(Anglican) diocese of California, USA. Dean Pike, a well-known writer and 
broadcaster, will become bishop of the California diocese in December 1958 if 
his election is confirmed by a majority of bishops and standing committees of 
the Protestant Episcopal Church. 


can aga 


The church building of St. Catherine in liibeck, West Germany, is open for 
celebration of worship according to the rites of four Christian traditions: 
the Evangelical Lutheran Church of Itibeck, Roman Catholic, Greek Orthodox and 01d 
lutheran. 


%* % 


Gustav Nystrom, former missionary of the Swedish Missionary Covenant Church 
in China and Hong Kong, has died in Stockholm, aged 59. Widely known as author 
and musician, Gustav Nystrom acted as interpreter during the visit of UN secre- 


-tary general Dag Hammarskjéld to China in 1955, and again for Bishop Rajah 


Manikam, then East Asia secretary of the World Council of Churches and Inter- 


national Missionary Council, in 1956. 
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A bookshop, operated by the Samoan church, has been opened for the first 


time on the small island of Tutuila, one of the Samoan islands of the Pacific. 


_ The shop is equipped with a grant from the United Society for Christian Litera- 
_ ture. 7 


E.P.S., Geneva 
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A Special Report 
German Lutheran Churches Take Up Position on Apostolic Succession 


The Ecumenical Committee of the United Lutheran Church in Germany (VELKD) 
recently presented a "Positive Statement" on the question of apostolic succes- 
sion in the Church to the leaders of their church's synod. 


Apostolic succession is positively described as "an essential dimension of 
the Church", which consists in keeping the work of its servants and congrega- 
tions in harmony with tradition and with the apostolic pattern. 


The document was prepared at the request of the Church goyernment as a 
result of recent developments in the ecumenical movement as a whole. The 
"younger churches" of Asia and Africa are said to be asking about the theologi- 
cal significance of the idea of apostolic succession and the role of the bishop 
in the life of the Church. The statement also refers to current ecumenical 
discussions about the catholicity of the Church and the ministry, to "high 
church" movements within Lutheranism, and to discussions about Roman Catholic 
and Anglican viewpoints on apostolic succession. 


The statement made by the ecumenical committee is divided into four sections, 
two of which deal with the New Testament and the doctrine of the ministry in 


relation to the idea of apostolic succession. 


The ministry of the apostles in the New Testament is described by the 


‘statement as providing the pattern for the ministry of the Church. On this 


basis, after the death of the apostles, the pastoral office grew up, involving 


preaching, administration of the sacraments and the government of the congre- 


gation. At this time no particular apostolic inauguration of the office or 
consecration of the office--bearer was required or considered necessary. 


The statement goes on to say that though there are many ministries and 
modes of service in the Church, this pastoral office is the main one and all 
others are subordinate to it. The pastoral office is not "a function of the 
congregation". Those who hold it “confront the congregation as representatives 
of Christ and the apostles". They are appointed through cooperation of exis- 
ting office-bearers with the congregation. 


There is no need, according to the statement, for such a pastoral office 
to be a link in an unbroken chain of ministers appointed by the laying on of 
hands by ordination. The idea of unbroken continuity in this sense must be 
rejected when it is thought of as "the sole means of transmitting ai thority to 
ministers" and the “exclusive method of achieving and preserving Chureh unity". 
However, it is recognised that such continuity might be a true token of apos- 
tolic succession in the wider sense of the word developed in the report. 


There is, says the document, an apostolic succession of the whole Church 
which consists in serving Christ accordiny to the pattern laid down by the 
first ministers, the apostles, and in the transmission of such service. The 
continuity transmitted through the Church's functions of preaching, sacraments, 
worship and definition of doctrine links together tradition, faith and testi- 
mony . It is in this sense that the Church, in accordance with its own creed, 
is called “apostolic". 


Since those who hold pastoral office are in a special sense "successors 
and representatives of the pastoral office of the apostles", the statement says 
it is permissible to speak of a succession in the office itself. But to speak 
in this way does not imply some kind of automatic transmission through the 
actual laying on of hands; it rather implies subordination to the apostles and 
commitment to the Church's apostolic tradition. BE.P.S., Geneva 


ee 
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Document 


Evangelical Alliance Defines Attitude Toward WCC 
The Evangelical Alliance, a world-wide organisation of Christians drawn 
from many churches, has issued a statement following discussion on the proposals 
to integrate the International Missionary Council and the World Council of 
Churches. 


The statement says: 


"The Evangelical Alliance has always emphasized that spiritual oneness in 
Christ already exists among believers and this must not be confused with organi- 


- sational unity or uniformity. It is, we believe, this ‘unity of the spirit’ 


Dae nay Sights, —— 


for which our Lord prayed ve ce John Vy) and which the Apostle bids us keep 
rather than make (Ephesians 4: 3). 


"The Evangelical Alliance believes wholeheartedly in the desirability of 
Christian cooperation, but considers that unity of action in Church affairs can 
best be achieved when all the consenting parties are agreed upon an adequate 
doctrinal foundation. 


"The founders of the Alliance sharing this conviction drew up a Basis of 
Belief in 1846, which includes such fundamental and Protestant doctrines as the 
Divine Inspiration, Authority and Sufficiency of the Holy Scriptures, the Incar- 
nation of the Son of God, His work of Atonement upon the Cross for the sins of 
the whole world, and Justification of the sinner by faith alone. 


"Secondly, while not wishing to adopt an attitude of hostility, the Alli- 
ance regards the World Council with some apprehension for the following reasons: 


"The Council of the Evangelical Alliance, as has been pointed out in an 
earlier statement, views with definite misgivings the inadequacy of the doctri- 
nal statement which characterizes the World Council of Churches. This’ is 
further accentuated by the fact that all member churches are left free to inter- 
pret this minimum confession in whatever way they will. 


"While the World Council of Churches explicitly disavows any intention of 
becoming a "super-—Church", the trends in that direction cannot be entirely dis- 


regarded; and while the sincerity of those who speak of "one Church for one 


world" is appreciated, the Alliance distrusts any unity which is achieved by 
organisational methods if at the risk of compromising essential Christian doc- 


trine and traditional Protestant freedom. 


"Tn conclusion, the Council of the Evangelical Alliance desires to make 
the following points: 


"The Alliance readily acknowledges the value of certain functions of the 
World Council of Churches, as, for example, in the field of Inter-Church Aid 
and Refugee Service, and recognises that in the administrative and consultative 
Sphere a useful contribution has been made. 


"The Alliance realises that many conservative evangelicals, through their 
denominational affiliations, are directly or indirectly linked with the World 


‘Council of Churches. In this matter the Alliance believes strongly in the 


historic Protestant principle of individual freedom of conscience. 


"In the light of the present situation, the Alliance feels a new sense of 
call to bear witness to evangelical and historic Christianity, and to encourage 
and keep true spiritual unity. With this in mind, it calls upon all churches 
and societies at home and abroad, as well as individual Christians, who hold 
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the evangelical faith and accept the Bible as the Word of God, to stand with 
them both for the defence and propagation of the Gospel." 


Commenting on the Evangelical Alliance's apprehension about the Basis of 
the World Council of Churches, which calls itself "a fellowship of churches 
which accept our Lord Jesus Christ as God and Saviour", the British Free Church 
paper "The Christian World" says: "This reads a little curiously when we re- 
collect that Unitarians and other liberal Christian groups have expressed re~ 
gret that they seem to be excluded from the World Council of Churches by reason 
of its too orthodox definition of essential Christianity. We have the fullest 
possible respect for the specific evangelical witness", the comment goes on, 
"yet we cannot but deprecate in all friendliness the misgivings expressed by 
the Alliance. It would be a pity if evangelical support for the ecumenical 
cause were withheld because of disapproval of a doctrinal statement which is 
to be regarded as, at most, an article of peace." E.P.S., Geneva 
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Archbishop of Canterbury's Plea for Religious Liberty in Malta 


(London) - The Archbishop of Canterbury, Dr. Geoffrey Fisher, has told the 
Church Assembly of the Church of England it should be made plain that "in the 
view of the Church of England and of other churches the Roman Catholic Church 

in Malta must be prepared to see Anglicans and others exercising the same liber- 
ties of conscience and religious profession and enjoying the same ecclesiastical 
freedoms as are an essential part of our constitutional freedoms here and in- 
deed of the British way of life". 


He was discussing a proposal from Sir Kenneth Grubb, a member of the as~ 
sembly, who had asked to move that the Anglican church body, "concerned at the 
extent to which the Anglican and other religious minorities in the island of 
Malta continue to suffer discriminating disabilities inconsistent with their 
right to tolerance, urges the authorities of the Church of Ingland to make it 
clear beyond all doubt that no scheme for integration of Malta with Britain can 
be acceptable which does not include specific guarantees for religious freedom 
in Malta under civil law". 


The archbishop told the assembly that guarantees of religious liberty are 
contained in the present Malta constitution, and that he had been assured by 
the British Colonial Secretary that they would be repeated in any new constitu- 
tional agreement reached as a result of discussions now proceeding about making 

Malta part of the United Kingdon. 


"Since then", Dr. Fisher said, "I have grown increasingly uneasy". He 
stated that “Anglicans and others in Malta have often and grievously suffered 
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denials of their proper liberties, and the Colonial Office for many years past 
has been very unwilling to give us any help or encouragement in the assertion 
of our proper claims". 


The archbishop disallowed further discussion on the matter in the assembly 
in view of the need for full and informed debate, but said that he had persona~ 
lly approached the British government arthorities concerned and "submitted a 

full memorandum to them on the subject, which they are now considering". 
E.P.S., Geneva 
r | 
a 
¢ (London) - The Executive Committee of the World Council of Churches closed its 
semi-annual meeting in London on February 14. 


WCC Executive linds London Meeting 


a The 1l2-member committee recommended to the Central Committee that the Third 
_ Assembly of the council, scheduled for Ceylon at Christmas, 1960, be postponed 
one year; it approved plans for the purchase of a site for permanent headquar- 
_ ters of the WCC in Geneva, looked at plans for the August meeting of the 90-mem- 
4 ber Central Committee and passed on to the Central Committee the application 

_ for membership of the Evangelical Church in the Cameroons. 


| In other action, the Executive Committee expressed itself as "deeply con- 
cerned at the tragically inadequate response of the United Nations Pledging 
Conference last October to the minimum budgetary requirements of the United 
: Relief and Works Agency for the Middle East in 1958 for the agency's relief and 
_ rehabilitation programme". At that time the budget was undersubscribed by 
15,200,000. The committee said it was “apprehensive that the possible break- 
down of the agency's programmes will result not only in disastrous political 
repercussions but also in a tragic intensification of human suffering that is 
already intolerable", and called on its 169 member churches to "urge governments 
_ of their countries to make an immediate and generous response to the outstanding 
_ financial needs of the agency". The committee also requested the council's 
Division of Inter-Church Aid and Service to Refugees "to bring the present si- 
 tuation urgently to the attention of member churches", including those who do 
and do not contribute to the programme of the Near East Christim Council. 


q The committee gave its approval to plans to acquire a new site for the per-~ 
: Manent headquarters of the World Council in Geneva. Present buildings, at 17, 
- route de Malagnou, are inadequate. 


Looking at plans for next summer's Central Committee at Nyborg Strand, Den- 
mark, August 21 - 29, it was agreed to hear reports on two developing major 
_ studies conducted by the WCC — The Common Christian Responsibility Toward Areas 
of Rapid Social Change, and Christians and the Prevention of War in an Atomic 
_ Age. Discussions of the programme of the World Council and a study on religi- 
ous liberty, authorised by the Central Committee at its meeting in 1957, will 
also be prominent on the agenda. E.P.S., Geneva 


Vatican Stands Firma on Old Concordat for Austria 


(Vienna) - The Vatican, in a note to the Austrian government, has refused to 

negotiate a new concordat for Austria. The concordat of 1934, which is still 
legally valid, had been questioned by the Austrian government as inapplicable 
in detail in view of other laws now in force in Austria. 


4 The Vatican has now asked that legal obstacles standing in the way of im- 
- plementation of the 1934 concordat should be removed, and says it is ready for 
paieridment at some points if necessary. 


Palin 57 


Reception of the Vatican note has surprised church and government circles 
in Austria. It is generally ,considered impossible to accept the system of de- 
nominational schools and provisions covering marriage in the 1934 concordat 
because of the character of the present Austrian constitution. Fears are ex— 
pressed that the Vatican's stand will load to a deterioration of relationships 
between the Roman Catholic Church and the strong Austrian Socialist Party. 


Protestant leaders in Austria, on the other hand, say that the Vatican note 
will not influence current government discussions on the law now being prepared 
to define the legal position of Austria's Protestant minority. E.P.S., Goneva 


 Bossey Graduate School Ends with Liturgy of Church of South India 


(Geneva, Switzerland) - The sixth semoster of the Graduate School of Ecumenical 
Studies closed on Friday, February 14, at the Ecumenical Institute, Chateau de 
~Bossey, near Geneva, with the impressive service of Holy Communion according te 
the liturgy of the Church of South India. 

. The Rev. C.S. Sundaresan, white-robed presbyter of the Church of South In- 
dia and a student in the Graduate School, presided at the service. He was as- 
sisted by the staff of the Institute, Bcreeehe Hans—Hcinrich Wolf, director, 
Dr. Robert S. Paul, associate director, and Dr. Charles West, assistant director. 


, Preaching his farewell scrmon to this year's group of 33 students from 
sixteen nations and nine denominations, Professor Wolf reminded them of the 
story of the small man, Zacchaeus (Iuke 19: 4), who had climbed a trec in order 
to see over the heads of those in the front row. Dr. Wolf said that the "front 
line church fathers" of many traditions who had meant such a lot to the students 
‘during their study of the Christian unity movement could be a hindrance if they 
stood in the way of the personal encounter with Christ, which alone could "pre- 
pare the way for the manifestation of the God-given neces which the Graduate 
School's sessions between October and February had been studying. 


Earlior, twenty-nine students had received the certificate of the Graduate 
School, which is a joint enterprise of the Eecumcnical Institute of the World 
Council of Churches and the Faculty of Theology of the University of Geneva. 
Three other students, who attended courses but are not graduates of recognised 
institutions, were awarded a certificate to this effect. 


Professor Jacques Courvoisier, pro-rector of the University of Geneva and 
‘Chairman of the governing board of the Graduate School, wished the students "a 
life of work in their respective churches filled with joy and ardour in the ser- 
‘vice of the ccumenical movement". He told them that the ecumenical movement is 
"modern but ancient", and that the service of the cause of unity "bclongs to the 
_ very essence of the Church". 


vs Dr. Robert S. Paul, Congregational associate director of Bossey, who will 
. leave the Institute in June to become Professor of Church History at the Hart- 
ford Theological Seminary, Connecticut, USA, emphasized that “the real teaching 
work in the annual Graduate School is done by the confrontation of the students 
with one another" as they come from different church backgrounds into a multi- 
lingual and mltiracial situation ie live in neutral Switzcrland "on a border 
between Protestantism and Catholicism". 


Members of faculty for the Sixth Graduate School sessions included Professor 
Boris Bobrinskoy of the Orthodox Thoological Seminary of St. Sergius in Paris, 
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Professor Eduard Heimann, Lutheran, New York, Professor John Hughey, Baptist, 
of Ruschlikon, Ziirich, Switzorland, Dr. Reand van Lecuwon, Reformed, of the 
Netherlands, Father P. Michalon, aeruntoe of the Roman Catholic "Grand seni ne 
_ at Francheville, near Lyon, trance, Prior Roger Schutz of the Protestmt men's 
community of Taizé, France, Professor Helmut Thiclicke of Hamburg, Germany, and 
_ Canon E.R. Wickham, Anglican, of Sheffield, England. 


Lectures were also delivered regularly by staff mombers of the World Coun- 
cil of Churches in Geneva. E.P.S., Geneva 


: 


In Brief 


The Bishop of Sheffield, Dr. Leslie Hunter, who is chairman of the British 
Council of Churches! Inter-Church Aid ad Refugee Servicc, told the Anglican 
Church Assembly in London that contributions to inter-church aid from churches 
in Britain had risen from £30,000 (484,000) in 1952 to £230,000 (8644,000) in 
1957. He called the "pastoral work" accomplished by the Division of Inter- 
‘Church Aid and Service to Refugees of the World Council of Churches "truly re- 
-markable". 


rh as 


‘ The Protestant Council of the City of New York has elected Dr. Gardner C. 
Taylor, pastor of Concord Baptist Church, Brooklyn, N.Y., as president. Dr. 
Taylor, aged 39, is the first Baptist, the first negro and the youngest man ever. 
elected to the presidency of the council, which undertakes cooperative work for 
1700 Protestant churches of thirty-one eer in the world's largest 
city. 


eae 
i 


; Women in 145 countries used the same basic order of service on the Women's 
World Day of Prayer held on Friday, February 21. The service, prepared by a 
group of women from churches within the Australian Council for the World Coun- 
cil of Churches, concluded with prayers written by Australian aboriginal Chris- 
tians. 


ere 


Four of the ninety-six accused committed for trial after the South African 
Treason Inquiry (see EPS No. 6) will not be prosecuted. The group includes a 
number of Christian lcaders. Mr. Lee Warden, a member of parliament for "Na- 
tive Interests", two Indians and a Cape Town printing and publishing firm have 
had the charges against them withdrawn. E.P.S., Geneva 
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ECUMENICAL CALENDAR 
1958 


YMCA President's Committec 
YMCA, European Area Committee 


WCC, Faith and Order, American Section, 


Theological Commission on Tradition 


and Traditions 


WCC, Division of Studies, Consultation 
on "The Word of God and the Living 
Faiths of Mon" 

WCC, Lutheran-Reformed Consultation 
WCC, Department of Evangelism, Confer- 
ence on A'fTheology for Evangelism" 


WCC, Faith and Order European Theolo- 
gical Commission on Tradition and 
Traditions 


WCC, Department on the Cooperation of 
Men & Women in Church & Society, Joint 
Study Group with YWCA 


Eeumenical Institute, First Course for 
Laymen 


WCC, Department on the Laity, First 
lieeting of Leaders of Lay Training in 
Kuropean Latin Countrics 


WCC, Division of Studies, Conference 
on "Christians and Prevention of War 
in an Atomic Age" 


WSCF, Executive Committee 


WCC, Inter-Church Aid & Service to 
Refugees, Administrative Comnittce 


YMCA, iainau Board of Governors 


Ecumenical Institute, Conference for 
Military Chaplains 


YMCA, Consultation on detec on 
fdicasinn! 


Swiss Pastoral Week 
WCC, Youth Leadership Training Course 
WCCE, North American Committec 


WCC, Training Course for Work Camp 
Leaders 


YMCA/YWCA Consultation of Refugee Wor- 
kers and National Association Leaders 
in Europe 


UBS Translation Subcommittee 


59 


Geneva/Switzerland 


Goneva/Switzerland 
USA 
Bos sey /Switzerland 


Arnoldshain/Germany 


Bossey/Switzerland 
Arnoldshain/Ge rmany 


Genova/Switzerland 


Bossey/Switzerland 
Geneva/Switzerland 
Cambridge/England 


Edinburgh/Scotland 


Geneva/Switzerland 


ilainau/ Germany 
Bossey/Switzerland 


iMainau/Gormany 
Bossey/Switzerland 
Berlin/Germany 

New York/USA 


Bossey/Switzerland 


Mainau/Germany 
Charney Manor/England 
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June 1-6 


June 7-8 
June 7-10 
Dane 10-14 
a 10-20 
_ June 15-16 
Brune 16-30 


- June 18-20 


-. 


July 7-11 
July 10-14 


(or August 
j July 11-15 
July 9-15 
July 14-18 
ae 


duly 15-21 
July 15-24 
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May 29-June 2 


May 30-June 5 


: June 25-July 1 


June 28-July 2 


14~17) 


July 19-August 1 


> 
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World Committee for Christian Broadcas— 

ting, European Regional Conference Stockholm/Sweden 
Eeumenical Institute, Conference of 

Physicists and Theologians Bossey/Switzerland 
WCC, Division of Inter-Church Aid and 

Service to Refugeos, Annual Consulta~ 

tion | Evian/France 

WCC , Inter-Church Aid Secretaries 

Meeting | Geneva/Switzerland 
WCC, Information Department, Confer- 

ence for Journalists Bossey/Switzerland 
WCC, Faith and Order Theological Com- 

mission on Christ and the Church, 

American Section USA 

YMCA, Caribbean Consultation Kingston/Jamaica 
Ecumenical Institute, Preparatory 

Meeting for Pastors! Course Bossey/Switzerland 
Ecumenical Institute, Course for Pas- 

tors of the Younger & Older Churches Bossey/Switzerland 
WCC, Youth Department, European Work-~ 

ing Group & Preparatory Committee for 

the 1959 Lausanne Conference Netherlands 

YMCA, Consultation on "Youth, Politics 

and Christian Faith" Mainau/Germany 


WCC, Youth Department, Oricntation Week 
for USA Work Campors Crét Bérard/Switzerland 


Ecumenical Institute, Second Course for 


Laymen Bossey/Switzerland 
IWF, Youth Leaders' Conference Liselund/Denmark 
WOC/WCCE, Asian Youth Leaders' Consul- 

tation Japan 

Historic Peace Churches and IFOR 

Annual Meeting Kassel/Germany 
WCC, Committee on the Future of Faith 

and Order Commission Geneva/Switzerland 
wec/WCCE Youth Departments! Youth 

Committee Tokyo/Japan 
IWF, Commission on Stewardship and 

Congregational Life Gothenburg/Sweden 
WCC, Faith and Order Working Committee Geneva/Switzerland 
YMCA, Consultation on "ifusic in the 

YMCA" Mainau/Germany 
Ecumenical Institute, Conference on 

the Function of the Gospel in School 

and Education Bossey/Switzerland 
WCCE, Christian Education Institute Kobe/Japan . 
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July 21-31 WSCF, West African Leadership Training 
- Course | Ghana 
July 22-August 1 YWCA, Seminar on "Christians Facing the _ 
i Problems of Peace™ Geneva/Switzerland 


July 23-August 1 
i | 

July 25-August 15 
July 31-August 1 
August 1-7 


8-12 


WCC, Faith and Order Theological Com- 
mission on Christ and the Church, Euro-- 


pean Section | Lund/Sweden 


Ecumenical Institute/WSCF, Theological 
Students' Conference on "Christian Com— 


munity & Sociological Community" Bossey/Switzerland 
LWF, Commission on World Mission Sigtuna/Sweden 
YMCA, Executive Committee Brussels/Belgium 
WCCE, Board of Managers Japan 


Asia Conference on Mass Communication 
(sponsored by the WCCB) Tokyo/Japan 


WCCE Seminar on "Training for Christian 
Education Service as Part of Theological 


Training" Japan 
European Church of the Brethren Annual 
Conference Kassel/Germany 
WCCE, Quadrennial Assembly Tokyo/ Japan 


World Presbyterian Alliance, Executive 
Committee Edinburgh/Scotland 


WSCF, Student Seminar on "Peace and 


Power" Mainau/Germany 


Church of Brethren, 250th Anniversary 
Celebrations Schwarzenau/ Germany 


WCCE, Fourteenth World Convention on 
Christian Education Tokyo/Japan 


WCC, Department on Church and Society, 

Consultation on Specific European Res-. 

ponsibilities in Relation to the Areas 

of Rapid Social Change Odense/Denmark 


WCC, Department on the Cooperation of 

Men & Women in Church & Society, Con- 

sultation on "Christian Perspectives on 

Men & Women in a Revolutionary Age" Husmands-skole/Denmark 


WCC, Consultation of the Department on 
the Laity } Nyborg Strand/Denmark 


WCC, Department on Evangelism, Working 
Committee Nyborg Strand/Denmark 


WCC, Information Department, Working 
Committee ' Nyborg Strand/Denmark 


WCC, Department of Missionary Studies, 
Working Committee Nyborg Strand/Denmark 
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September 


‘September 


September 
September 
September 
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18-19 


19-21 
21-29 


26- 
September 5 


August 29-30 
End August 


1-4 


dae 


4-9 


11-13 


13-16 
15-17 
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LWF, Commission on Theology Amsterdam/Netherlands 


WCC, Department on Church & society, 


Working Committoe Ny borg Strand/Denmark 


WCC, Department on the Cooperation of 
Men & Women in Church & Socicty, Wor- 


king Committee Nyborg Strand/Denmark 


WCC, Department on the Laity, Business 


Session of the Department's Working 
Committee 


WOC/IMC Joint Committee 


Meeting of the Board of the Ecumenical 
Institute 


Ny borg Strand/ Denmark 
Ny borg Strand/Denmark 


Bossey/Switzerland 


CCIA Executive Committee Nyborg Strand/Denmark 


WCC, Department on Church & Society, 
Official Business Meeting of the Wor-— 


king Committee Nyborg Strand/Denmark 


Consultation on Physical Education in 
the YMCA Mainau/ Germany 
WCC, Study Division Committee Nyborg Strand/Denmark 


WCC, Divisional Committee for Ecumeni- 


cal Action Nyborg Strand/Denmark 


WCC, Inter-Church Aid & Service to 
Refugees, Administrative Committee Nyborg Strand/Denmark 
WCC, Executive Committee 
WCC, Central Committee 


World YWCA Membership Conference 


Nyborg Strand/Denmark 
Nyborg Strand/Denmark 


Greece 
Meeting of NCC and WCC Staffs Nyborg Strand/Denmark 
UBS Regional Conference of Scandinavian 

Bible Societies Hurdal Verk/Norway 


WCC, Consultation on the Problem of Lay 
Institutes in Areas of Rapid Social 
Change (Department on the Laity and Ecu- 


menical Institute) Bossey/Switzerland 
LWF Commission on World Service Copenhagen/Denmark 
Annual Meeting of the Directors' Asso- 

ciation of the Laymcn's Colleges in 

Europe Bossey/Switzerland 


UBS /WCC/IMC Cooperating Committee on the 
Place and the Use of the Bible Oegstgeest/Netherlands 


UBS, Standing Committee 


Presbyterian World Alliance, Adminis- 
trative Committee of the European Area Rome/Italy 


Oegstgeest/Netherlands 
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October 1- 
February 15 


October 3-6 
October 8-9 


October 13-17 


ctober 20-24 
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October 21-24 
October 27-31 


October 28- 
November 4 


November 2-6 


November 9-15 
lovember 9-22 
fovember 12 - 
lovember 30—— 
December 6 
December 24- 
January 1 
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September 20-27 


September 22-29 
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WCC, Division of Inter—Church Aid and 
Service to Refugees, Conference of the 
Protestant Churches of the Latin Coun~ 


tries of Europe Chambon-sur—Lignon/France 


YMCA, Consultation on "Education for 


Family Life" Mainau/Germany 
Seventh Session of the Graduate School 

of Ecumenical Studies Bossey/Switzerland 
Presbyterian World Alliance, Theologi- 

cal Commission of the European Area Brussels/ Belgium 
WCC, Inter-Church Aid and Service to 

Refugees, Administrative Committee Geneva/Switzerland 


WCCE, Residential Conference on "The 
Place of Sunday School & Youth Work in High Leigh, 


the Life of the Church' Hoddesdon/England 
WCC, Faith and Order, Theological Com- 

mission on Worship, European Section Lincoln/England 
IWF Committec on Latin America Germany 

LWF Executive Committee Strasbourg/France 


WCC, Youth Department, Twelfth Buropean 
Ecumenical Sccretaries' Consultation Orét Bérard/Switzerland 


Consultation on the Christian Task of 


the YWCA Switzerland 
World YMCA/YWCA Week of Prayer 
YUCA Exceutive Committoo’ Switzerland. 


WCCE North American Committee Meeting New York/USA 
International Conference on Social 
Work Tokyo/Japan 
WSCF, Asian Conference on Life and 


Mission of the Church Rangoon/Burma 
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Presbyterian School Closed in Colombia 


(Bogota) - A Presbyterian school, the American College, in the Colombian town . 
of Villarrica, Tolima, was closed on Sunday, February 16, by the local military 
commander, who said he had received his orders from the Ministry of Education 
in Bogota, the capital of Colombia. 


Founded in 1934 by Mrs. Viola Warner Ruiz, a Presbyterian missionary, the 
school had beén unable to function for some years because of political turmoil 
in the area, but was reorganised at the beginning of 1958 under the direction 
of the Rev. Lorentz D. Emery of Schenectady, New York, a Presbyterian mission- 
ary who is principal of the large American College of Girardot, Colombia. 


Classes began on February 10, after the reopened school had fulfilled 
government requirements in order to resume work, but met with active opposition 
from the Roman Catholic parish priest in Villarrica. 


Children of Protestants are not accepted in Villarrica's public school 
system. Over half the school-age children in the town have no schools in 
which to study. The closing of the Presbyterian school, says the Evangelical 
Confederation's report, "leaves the ninety~one children enrolled without op- 
portunity to learn to read and write". E.P.S., Geneva 


iad 
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General Secretary of Cameroons Church Arrested and Released 


: (Geneva) - The World Presbyterian Alliance has announced that “without any valid 


motive, Pastor Akoa, general secretary of the Presbyterian Church of the Camer- 


oons, was arrested by order of the Police Commissioner of Kribi, his home town, 
just as he was going to leave for Switzerland", at the end of January. 


The Alliance's statement continues that "he was fortunately released short- 


ly afterwards, but then had to change his arrangements for the journey". 


"Since then", adds the explanation, which was issued by the World Alliance's 


| general secretary, Dr. Marcel Pradervand, 'the situation in the Cameroons has 


fortunately been radically altered. The Mbida government, under which this 
arbitrary: act was committed, has fallen, and a new government has come to power 
in Yaounde. There is reason to believe that this government will have more 


_ respect for legality than its predecessor." 


| Pastor Akoa, general secretary of the young church, which has recently be- 
come independent of the Mission Board of the Presbyterian Church USA, was on 


his way to confer with the World Presbyterian Alliance in Geneva at the time of 


his arrest. Together with many Protestants in the Cameroons, he has been cri- 


tical of some of the former Mbida government's policies. He is now expected 


mm to come to Switzerland at the end of March. E.P.S., Geneva 


Scandinavian Primates Told "Not to Interfere in Hungary" 


- (Budapest) - In a reply to the four Scandinavian primates, who had written hin 
a letter asking for freedom for the Hungarian Lutheran Church to regulate its 
own leadership (see EPS No. 6), Dr. Janos Horvath, head of the Hungarian govern- 
-ment's Department of Church affairs, rebukes the bishops for interfering in "a 
purely internal matter’. 


The primates had voiced surprise and concern over the removal of Bishop 
Zoltan Turoczy as a bishop of the Hungarian Lutheran Church and the displacement 
of Bishop Lajos Ordass as presiding bishop. 


Dr. Horvath claims that the displaced Lutheran leaders had been acting il- 
legally within the Church, and had found themselves in collision with "the major- 
ity of the clergy and the mass of Christians" before their relations with the 
state deteriorated. He describes Bishop Turoczy's removal as "a consequence 


of the stubbornness of these selfish church leaders who are not at all represen- 


tative of the true interests of the Church and resist any constructive solution". 


| Bishop Ordass is specifically accused in the letter as having made the 
settlement of several important questions impossible, including the defining of 
Bishop Turoczy's position. 


Commenting on relations between Church and state inside and outside Hungary, 


Dr. Horvath's letter says that in the Scandinavian countries, Imgland and “other 
capitalist countries", the government frequently brings influence to bear on the 
appointment of bishops. 


The Lutheran World Federation and "certain foreign church leaders" are 


accused of making statements which go beyond the limits of interested goodwill. 


These utterances of churchmen from outside Hungary are called attemps to “exer- 
cise pressure on the Hungarian government and the progressive personalities in 
the church and to interfere in an unwarranted way in personal problems within 


_ the Hungarian churches". 


i} According to Dr. Horvath, Bishop Turoczy is still drawing a state stipend, 


though he does not hold office in the church. . E.P.S., Geneva 
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Hungarian Lutheran Editor Appeals for Understanding 


(Budapest) - In an article in "Evangelikus Elet", the church paper of Hungarian 
Lutheranism, the editor, Dr. Andras Keken, has appealed to churches in other 
parts of the world to try to control inaccurate and misleading reports about 
what is happening to the Church in Hungary and its bishops. 


Dr. Keken says it is impossible to fuse or combine the Gospel and Marxism. 
The Church takes its stand on the first and the state on the second. "The hon- 
est attitude", he goes on, “is to be absolutely sincere in defining their limi- 
» tations and differences". 


Referring to a previous statement published in “Evangelikus Elet" in Janu- 
ary, Dr. Keken declares that the state does not require the Church to become 
iarxist , but it is natural for the Church in a socialist state to cooperate in 
various tasks, while being at the same time called to preach the pure and unique 
message of Christ. 


! 


Three points of agreement with the leaders of the Lutheran World Federation 
and other Lutheran churches are outlined by the Hungarian editor. pai Be a= Me rye al 
writes, “our church must live and serve within Socialist Hungary. Second, our 
contacts with others must continue and bear fruit, on the basis of our common 
faith and love for our Christian brethren. Third, Bishop Ordass, first vice- 

_ president of the lutheran ‘jorld Federation, must remain in office in the church 
and continue his duties as vice-president." 


Dr. Keken asks those forming opinions about the Iutheran Church of Hungary 
to take into account the fact that it can solve its problems only in accordance 
with the laws governing state and Church now in force in Hungary. 
E.P.S., Geneva 


Bishop Ordass Absent from LiF Officers' Meeting 


(Frankfurt, Germany) - Bishop Lajos Ordass of Hungary, first vice-president of 
the Lutheran World Federation, was absent from the annual meeting of the Fede- 
ration's officers at Frankfurt on February 15. Dr. Franklin Clark Fry of New 
York, LWF President, was in the chair. 


The position of the Lutheran Church in Hungary was discussed, and "deep 
regret" was expressed because Bishop Ordass was unable to attend in spite of 
assurances given last November to Li/F executive secretary Dr. Carl Lund-Quist 
that there would be no obstacle to the bishop's exercising his office. 


A statement made last December by Dr. Fry. and Dr. Lund-Quist, protesting 
to the Hungarian government about interference in the affairs of the Lutheran 
Church, was endorsed by the officers. Dr. Fry told the meeting that Lutheran 

_ churches in America, Scandinavia and Asia had also expressed concern about the 
Hungarian government's attitude. 


Since the Frankfurt meeting Budapest Radio has said that Bishop Ordass 
did not apply for a visa to go to Frankfurt, and that fears expressed at the 
‘ meeting were groundless. 


The Lutheran World Federation's Geneva news service says the LWF will apply 
to the Hungarian government for an entry visa so that a representative of the 
_ federation can visit Hungary for direct talks with the church and the government. 
E.P.S., Geneva 
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25,000 Sign US Quaker Petition Against A-Bomb Tests 


(Philadelphia, USA) - More than 25,000 persons have signed a Quaker petition 
asking President Eisenhower to cancel atomic tests scheduled for April as a 
"first step toward the easing of international tensions" and "prevention of 
further pollution of the atmosphere". 


The deadline for signing the petition, circulated by the American Friends 
Service Committee, was extended once to give more persons an opportunity to 
“unite spiritually" with the crew of a thirty-foot ketch now sailing toward the 
United States Pacific nuclear testing area in protest against the atomic weapons 
testing. 


In an attempt to focus public attention on the stand of pacifist groups 
against nuclear tests, the crew of the ketch, the "Golden Rule", plan to sail 
it into the area in the Pacific Ocean where the US Atomic Energy Commission will 
carry out tests. E.P.S., Geneva 


- Quakers Resume Polish Work Camps 


(Philadelphia, USA) - After a lapse of nine years, Quaker work camps will be 
resumed in Poland this summer. 


Two camps near Warsaw will be sponsored jointly by the American Friends 
Service Committee, and the Friends Service Council of London. Plans call for 
international student groups of about fifty to help rebuild a village school 
and improve a playground during the one-month assignments. 


At the same time, Quaker officials said that two Poles are expected to 
attend a Quaker student seminar in the United States, and expressed the hope that 
others will go to Friends' work camps in Western European countries. 

E.P.S., Geneva 


African YMCAs Consider Role of Youth 


(Monrovia) ~ "The crucial test will be the extent to which we are successful in 
entering the second world of the African", the president of the World Alliance of 


-YMCAs, the Honourable Charles D. Sherman of Liberia, told fifty delegates to the 


second West Africa Conference of YMCAs. The subject of the conference, which 
met from January 21 -— 31 in Monrovia, Liberia, was "Christian Youth in a Chan- 
ging Africa". 


| President Sherman said that the African's "second world" is to him the 
controlling world. "There is deeply embedded in the character of most African 
people a duality which to them is most real. Thus it is possible for an African 
either in his sleep or through certain performances to live contemporarily in 

a spiritual world. This life moves in a parallel plane with his physical life 
and the world of matter", Dr. Sherman said, “but not necessarily in harmony with 
AG If our ideals or aims do not penetrate deep enough into the consciousness 
of our people, they will have no power to transform the personality, and indeed 
will strike on a superficial note." 


During the ten-day meeting questions on Islam, YMCA-Church relations, pro- 


‘grammes in rural and urban areas, leadership and cooperation in West Africa 


were discussed. 


The delegates, who were received by Liberian President Tubman, came from 
the French Cameroons, Dahomey, France, Gabon, Ghana, Kenya, Liberia, Madagascar, 
Central Congo, Nigeria, Northern Rhodesia, Senegal, Sierra Leone, Switzerland, — 
Togo, Union of South Africa, United Kingdom md the United States. 

E.P.S., Geneva 
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Japanese Baptist Union Organised 


(Hayama, Japan) - The Japan Baptist Union has been formed by a group of Baptist 
congregations, schools and other organisations. 


The announced purpose of the new union is to "propagate the Gospel of 
Christ in keeping with the Baptist tradition and spirit". 


The Baptist leaders will seek affiliation with the National Christian Coun- 
cil, and have expressed a desire to cooperate with other churches and Christian 
organisations in both national and world evangelism. Close ties will be main- 

tained with the American Baptist Foreign llission Society. 


f The meeting at Hayama which formed the union was attended by 75 delegates 

- from 24 congregations, 6 schools and 5 other organisations. Some of the con- | 
gregations belonged at one time to the United Church of Christ in Japan. Others 
_ have always been independent. Some Baptist-type congregations have decided to 
remain outside the new Union and continue within the United Church of Christ. 


Chairman of the Board of Directors for the new Baptist Union is Dr. Isamu 


Chiba, principal of two girls' schools in Yokohama and Sendai. The board also 

includes three American Baptist missionaries, the Rev. \Wilbur Fridell, the Rev. 

Bill Hinchman and Miss Vida Post. E.P.S., Geneva 
in Brief 


An international competition for documentary films dealing with countries 
outside Europe will form part of the Second International Festival for Friend- 
_ ship Between Peoples Through the Cinema, to be held at Lille, France. Roman 
_ Catholic and Protestant missionary films, made by amateurs or professionals in 
33, 16 or 8 mm,are eligible. The festival is run by Agence Univers, ll, rue 


Vauban, Roubaix, Nord, France. 
x x 


ie, Dr. Walter W. Leibrecht, 30, a faculty member at Harvard Divinity School, 

has been named director of the newly-established Evanston Institute for Ecumeni- 
cal Studies. The institute, a consequence of the holding of the second Assem- 

bly of the World Council of Churches, was incorporated in March, 1957, to train 

clergy and laymen for leadership in the ecumenical movement. 


* * 
Switzerland will issue a stamp in March to commemorate the 75th anniversary 


of the Salvation Army in that country. The stamp's value, 40 centimes, is the 
‘cost of normal airmail letters within Europe and seamail letters outside Europe. 


x 


‘ Dr. Janos Peter, former bishop of the Trans—Tiscian District of the Hun- 

_ arian Reformed Church, has been appointed first Deputy Foreign Minister in the 
iz Hungarian government, according to reports from Budapest. 
4 


ee 


in "The Long Stride", a 16 mm documentary film showing the relief work of 

_ Church World Service USA in Korea, Hong Kong, the Near East and Austria, has 

 -been produced by the Broadcasting and Film Commission of the National Council 

of the Churches of Christ in the USA. The film can be ordered through the 
World Council of Churches' Information Department, Geneva. 


% 
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> 
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Candler College in Havana, Cuba, a Methodist supported institution, has 
just become Candler University. Dr. Carlos Pérez Ramos, a Methodist pastor 
and director of Candler College since 1949, is the new rector. At the univer- 
sity's opening ceremony he said: "This university will maintain relations with 
other centres of higher education and investigation, foreign as well as national, 
and will encourage this by the exchange of professors and students. " 


* * 


At a meeting in Hanover this month, leaders of the United Evangelical 
lutheran Church of Germany (VELKD) welcomed the efforts being made to enable all 
the German and European churches to participate in an All-European church con- 

_ ference. The VELKD hopes to work out an agreement with the government of the 
_ German Democratic Republic to obtain the necessary permits for the long-planned 
e lutheran General Synod to be held at Eisenach early in June. 


ae 


The Holy Synod of the Moscow Patriarchate of the Russian Orthodox Church 
_ has appointed Bishop Michael of Smolensk and Dorogobusch as Russian Orthodox 
_ Bishop of Germany and Berlin. He will retain his see in Smolensk. The deci- 
sion, taken in August, 1957, has now been officially announced. The Russian 
4 Orthodox Church in Germany was formerly under a Provost in Berlin, and formed 
_ part of the Moscow Patriarch's West European Exarchate. It has now been removed 
_ from the Exarchate and given its ow bishop. 


* * 


Two United States Baptist leaders announced on February 23 that they plan 
_ to visit Moscow "to promote the cause of peace’. The two are Congressman Brooks 
Hays, president of the Southern Baptist Convention, and Dr. Clarence W. Cranford, 
president of the American Baptist Convention. 


x # 
: 


The Roman Catholic bishops in Northern Rhodesia have written a joint pas- 
toral letter urging Catholics to do everything in their power to bring about 
interracial peace. They say that the Negro has exactly the same political, 
‘social and cultural rights as the white man, md warn Christians against support- 
ing a law which gives legal privileges to one race at the expense of another. 

3 A nation which is conposed of several races, continues the pastoral letter, can- 
_ not flourish unless racial interests are made subordinate to the welfare of all. 
- E.P.S., Geneva 


* 
CORRECTION: Total philanthropic contributions in the United States churches 


reached a new high level in 1957 of $6,700,000,000 - not $6,700,000 as reported 
in the January 31 issue of the Ecumenical Press Service. 
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A Special Report 
Christian Lay Group Appeals for Realism About NATO 


(Bad Nauhein, Germany) - A group of European Christian laymen has sounded a 
warning against "a certain tendency within the Christian churches to view all 
military alliances as dangers to the peace". 


The Committee on the Christian Responsibility for European Cooperation, 
from its meeting in Bad Nauhein, Germany, this month, issued a long statement 

_ surveying "The European Scene at the Beginning of 1958". ost of its members 
are laymen actively engaged in political and economic affairs. They describe 
their function as “concern with the Christian witness in relation to the move- 
ment for European cooperation and unity". Membership includes socialists, li- 
berals and conservatives. The chairman is Dr. C.L. Patijn, member of parli- 
ament in the Netherlands. 


After reviewing the present impasse in the relations between Eastern and 
Western Europe and the receding prospect of German reunification, the committee's 
report says that there is a tendency, in view of the deadlock, for people, es- 

_ pecially in the churches, to question the policy of NATO and the Atlantic Com- 

_ munity and look for prospects of negotiation and disarmament. "Current dis- 

_ cussions in and outside the churches", say the members of the lay group, "reveal 
_ the danger of simplifying these questions". 


Describing the Soviet government's quest for a new summit conference as an 
attempt "to forestall the distribution of tactical atomic weapons and the setting 
up of launching-sites for intermediate-range ballistic missiles among the Wes- 
tern allies in Europe", the committee says that "Christian opinion in the churches 
throughout Europe will quite rightly be in favour of the holding of such a con- 
ference, but there must be careful study of the moral and political implications 
involved", 


The report then discusses the prospects of plans for "neutral zones or 
areas of mutual limitation of armaments" in Europe. It says the presence of 
American forces in Europe since 1945 has given Western Europe the possibility 
of working in freedom for a responsible and democratic society, but notes that 
the previous American guarantee of ultimate military security rested on the 
"eventuality of massive nuclear retaliation". The group claims that "with the 
conception of massive retaliation in decline" (because of the fearsome consequen- 
ces of using the megaton weapon), "the defence of Europe with more limited means 
is of crucial importance". 


On this analysis the report urges that any plan for neutralisation or re- 
gional disarmament must be based on the assurance that “if the Western world 
is to offer part of its vital security in an East-West bargain, it should be 
paid in kind, which is freedom for the populations of Eastern Europe. IY, aan 
instance", this part of the document declares, “the permanent reunification of 
Germany could be obtained through neutralisation of parts of Europe, or if the 
Soviet Union were prepared to evacuate other countries in exchange for their 
remaining permanently diplomatically neutral, it would-be difficult for the 
Western powers to refuse the withdrawal of american troops and atomic weapons 
from parts of their territories". 


gtr ae 


At this point the statement expresses doubt as to whether the Soviet would 
accept "a breakdown of Communism on her frontiers" under these circumstances. 
The possibility of Soviet military intervention to overcome such an emergency 
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| "In that case", the committee says, "an extremely dangerous situation would 
' arise. In all plans for 'disengagement' and neutral zones in the centre of 

_ Europe it has been implied that the neutralised countries will receive a guaran- 
_ tee from both sides against armed attack." The implication of such a guarantee 

would be, according to the statement, invervention to stop Soviet forces in the 

event of "another Hungarian revolution", in which case "the West would be under 
_ obligation to do more but with fewer means than at the present time". This is 
_ described as "hardly acceptable". 


A dissenting note is added to the report here. Dr. Gustav Heinemann, a 

_ member of the group, dissociates himself from the aim of forcing the Soviet 

_ Union to "nake concessions", and advocates more good-neighbourliness and a much 
_ greater effort to ease the Cold War between the two parts of Germany. 


4 It is then that the dilemma before the Christian churches is put sharply 

ty the committee. "Those in the churches who advocate the dissolution of mili- 
tary alliances on moral grounds", they say, "should be warned that to risk the 
very existence of an independent Europe is not an act of peace but of irrespon- 
sibility". Two dangers are described as confronting European states at present: 
"the outbreak of 'hot war' and the sovietisation of the whole of Burope. Every 

_ proposal which considers only one of these dangers undermines responsible action", 

“says the group. 


Criticism is expressed in view of the tendency of Christians to seek "quick 
panaceas", but also of "a growing danger of rigidity in the attitude adopted 
occasionally by Western statesmen and high civil servants. "As Christians", 
the report goes on, "we cannot allow ourselves to forget that the vocabulary of 
the Holy War is unjustified towards any for whom Christ died, and highly impru- 
dent when the chosen weapons are hydrogen rockets", 


The report also encourages increased cultural contacts between East and 

West through "bodies with high professional standards" and exchanges between 
students "provided that their aim is a period of serious study and not the misuse 
‘of youth for political or propaganda purposes". The European churches are urged 
to give a lead in contacts, "and this cooperation should extend as deeply into 
Bastern Europe as political authorities will allow". 


. Support is given to the idea of a multilateral approach to a solution of 
the total North African problem within the setting of the Atlantic Community, and 
strong backing expressed for the acceleration of the arrangements for a European 
common market and a wider free-trade zone in Europe. 


| Deploring the absence of “a real meeting of minds between theologians, 

_ church leaders and laymen from political life", the report closes by saying that 
"specific efforts to develop a clear and relevant Christian witness on these 
issues must be organised by the European churches". 


B Those attending the Bad Nauheim meeting included Dr. ‘alter Bauer of Germany, 
_ Professor René Courtin of France, Mr. Kenneth Johnstone of the United Kingdom, 
and Dr. Reinold von Thadden, Dr. Gustav Heinemann and Dr. Hans Hermann Walz of 
Germany. 


The full text of the report is available from CCREC, Case Postale 48, 
Geneva 17, Switzerland. E.P.S., Geneva 


No. 9/25th Year March 7th, 1958 


On Other Pages 


memretian Council Formed in Okinawa oie ele ee) bw) le pe 18 Cage 
Dynamite Attack on Woman Missionary in Colombia .....-. . Page 
Peoent News of the Bible in: the World 4) ote cs) 0) e\s of eile « « Page 
World Bodies Study Work with High School Youth. ......-. Page 
Pee alt ig ee. ek 8 eo i el we 8 diel «We Aeron alta ta why UieCiiauk shar ene 


Special Report 
Bast Java Church Pioneers Family Work in Moslem Area. .... . Page 7 


NON WLI 


Scandinavian Primates' Rejoinder to Janos Horvath 


(Geneva) - A second letter sent to Mr. Janos Horvath, head of the Hungarian 
government's Church Affairs Office, by four primates of state Lutheran churches 
_ in Scandinavia, continues to protest against treatment given to Lutheran Bishops 
Lajos Ordass and Zoltan Turoczy by the Hungarian government. 


The letter says: "We cannot remain silent when Christian principles are 
infringed. The Church knows that its own unity and solidarity are unrelin- 
quishable." It is signed, like the first protest, sent in January, by Arch- 
bishop Yngve Brilioth of Sweden and Ilmari Salomies of Finland, and by Bishops 
H. Fuglsang-Damgaard of Copenhagen and Johannes Smemo of Oslo. 


After the sending of the first letter Mr. Horvath had replied accusing the 
two bishops and other leaders of the Hungarian Lutheran church of being stubborn 
and un-cooperative. He claimed that bishops in Scandinavia and other Western 
countries were often appointed by the state over the head of the Church. 


"We are obliged to inform you", reads the latest letter of the Scandinavian 
leaders, "that Lajos Ordass and Zoltan Turoczy are such well-known and trusted 
figures in the Christian Church and have proved themselves such true Christians, 
through courageous preaching and acceptance of suffering that the adjectives 

“you have used to describe them will not meet with much avert, When situations 
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arise in which men are absolutely forced to be ‘obstinate' and to refuse certain 
demands made by you to involve the Church in political action, then we are con- 
vinced that they do so in order to protect interests which no true Protestant 
church can relinquish." 


The Scandinavian primates go on to explain the way the state plays a part 
in the appointment of bishops in their countries, and say that their first letter 
did not refer to the policy of ecclesiastical appointments in Hungary but to 
"the way in which bishops who uphold the freedom of the churches in their deal- 
ings with the Hungarian state are down-graded or dismissed". 


The four leaders conclude by urging Mr. Horvath to "do everything possible 


to remove abuses and create conditions that enable the true servants of the Churn 


_ to do their work without hindrance". E.P.S., Geneva 


"Keep Military and Economic Aid Separate" Says US Church Leader 


(Washington, D.C.) - Dr. Edwin T. Dahlberg, president of the National Council of 
the Churches of Christ in the USA, has urged that the US government should en- 

_ tirely separate its programmes of economic and military aid to other countries. 
He spoke on behalf of the Council before a conference in Washington on the For- 
eign Aspects of US National Security, also addressed by leading United States 

political figures. 


Declaring that of $3,766,000,000 appropriated for aid abroad in 1956-57, 
only $402,000,000 was used for economic development and technical cooperation, 
Dr. Dahlberg said the rest was used for military and defence purposes. 


He asked for technical and economic assistance to "be completely disentan- 
gled from the military programme, so that there can be an absolutely honest and 
accurate understanding of what we are doing". 


+ The national church leader put forward a five point plan for improving fore 
eign aid. It called for increase in economic assistance abroad, a restatement 
of objectives to emphasize "not so much what we are against as what we stand 
for", separation of military and economic items, greater use of the United Na- 
tions, and stress on "self-help" in the administration of the eid by receiving 

countries. E.P.S., Geneva 


~ 


Hungarian Reformed Church in USA Changes Name 


(Trenton, New Jersey) - The recently held sixth assembly of the Free Magyar 
Reformed Church in America has changed the church's name to the Hungarian Refor- 
med Church in America, and given its presiding minister the title of bishop. 


The replacement of the former title "archdean" by that of "bishop" follows 
the custom of the mother church in Hungary, which has had bishops since the 
Reformation. They are administrative officers without superior spiritual au- 
thority over other ministers. The bishop is always elected together with a 
chief elder, and this pattern of dual presidency is repeated at the level of the 
"Classis" (presbytery) and congregation. 


The newly elected and installed bishop, the Rt. Rev. Zoltan Beky of Trenton, 
New Jersey, was born in Hungary in 1903, and has been in America since 1929. 
The church was received as a member of the National Council of the Churches of 
Christ in the USA during 1957. E.P.S., Geneva 
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Christian Council Formed in Okinawa 


(Okinawa) - The Okinawa Christian Council was formed in February to include 
delegates of the United Church of Christ of Okinawa, the Episcopal (Anglican) 
Church, the Baptist churches, the Seventh Day Adventists and the Holiness Church. 


At the inaugural assembly, which also included representatives of the Oki- 
nawa Bible Society, the Okinawa Missionary Council and Church World Service, 
twenty-five delegates approved a constitution and office bearers. 


Pastor Choshe Nakazate, Moderator of the Okinawa United Church, is presi- 
dent of the new cooperative body, which aims to further united action in areas 
of common concern in the Ryukyu Islands and to share in ecumenical and inter- 
national meetings. 


The first meeting heard greetings from the director of the Education Depart- 


ment of the government of the Ryukyu Islands and from the National Christian 


Council of Japan. — E.P.S., Geneva 


_ Dynamite Attack on Womm Missionary in Colombia 


(Bogota) ~ A charge of dynamite exploded in a house in Supia, Caldas, Colombia, 
in the early hours of Sunday morning, February 9, close to where American missi- 


_ onary Miss Jennette E. Troyer was sleeping. She and a Colombian woman and 


child in the same room were unharzed, but the house was damaged. 


According to the Information Office of the Evangelical Federation of Colom— 


_ bia, the explosion which threatened Miss Troyer, who is from Chippawa Falls, 


Wisconsin, and works with the Gospel Missionary Union, was preceded by a campaign 
aimed against her by the local Roman Catholic priest. 


The missionary had been compelled to vacate a rented house and take shelter 


with a friend in the house where the explosion occurred. 


The Rev. Eduardo Ospina, S.J., president of the Colombian National Secre- 


_tariat for the Defence of the Faith, has denied that the local Romm Catholic 


priest was involved in the incident. 


Promising that he would ascertain the true facts, Father Ospina declared, 


» "I can say, a priori, that the Catholic priest at Supia did not preach violence. 
No Catholic priest is to be found in Colombia who is so ignorant and lacking in 
social and Christian morals as to instigate others to kill." B.P.S., Geneva 


"Secular Baptism" in Bast Germany 


(Berlin) - Local commissions in East Germany (DDR) are arranging "secular bap- 
tisms" to accompany registration of births. 


The ceremonies are an experiment. According to the Communist press, 
"many citizens want to bring up their children as atheists. The new registrat- 
ion ceremony will make it possible for them to express their convictions. Par- 
ents will be able to make a solemn promise to bring up their children as human 
beings who will think and act in accordance with the principles of socialism." 


Reports say there will be no objection to having sponsors like godparents. 
Representatives of the enterprises where parents work attend and bring presents. 
E.P.S., Geneva 
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Germany Again in Need of Help from the World Council of Churches 


(Stuttgart) - In 1957 over 400,000 people from the German Democratic Republic 
and the former German territories in Eastern Europe entered Western Germany. 
Since 1945 over 12 million refugees have poured into the Federal Republic. 


These statistics are given in a statement published by the Social Work Coun- 
cil of the German Evangelical Church (EKD), the administrative organ of the 
"Tyner Mission" and "Hilfswerk" since these two bodies amalgamated in 1957. 


The stream of people, often destitute and mentally exhausted, is a burden 
for Germany, in spite of its economic recovery. The Social Council now plans 
to continue ecumenical relief work in Germany. "If the limited funds of the 
Division of Inter-Church Aid of the World Council are not required for areas 
where the distress is greater, the churches in Western Germany would in that 
case warmly welcome help from outside if it could be continued, so as to extend 
and improve what we have already done ourselves," states the Social Work Council. 


Attention is also drawn to the problem of integrating stateless aliens 
still in Germany. The churches must do their utmost, according to the Council, 
to carry out the programme drawn up by the United Nations High Commissioner for 
Refugees. gradually to close the refugee camps and to help the inmates to re- 
sume a normal life. 


The Social Work Council of the EKD thanks the churches in the World Council 
for all the help they have given to Germany during the last twelve years in re- 
lieving the distress caused by the war and assisting refugees. E.P.S., Geneva 


Recent News of the Bible in the World 


(London) - Queen Elizabeth II and the Duke of Edinburgh spent an hour and a half 
visiting the headquarters of the British and Foreign Bible Society on February 19. 


The Queen, who is patron of the Society, was presented with a copy of the 
first edition the Society published for the mission field - the Gospel of St. 
John in Mohawk, and the Duke was given a copy of the new British and Foreign 
Bible Society Greek New Testament for students. 


Lord luke of Pavenham, a vice-president of the British and Foreign Bible 
Society, introduced officers and staff to the royal visitors. 


2 


In India and Ceylon last year over 35,000 university students were given 
free copies of Gospels and Acts or the New Testament and the Psalms. 


All new students and graduates can apply, and the project is increasing 
in popularity. Over 11,000 copies were distributed in 1955, and more than 
15,000 in 1956. 


Describing the size of the task of scripture distribution ahead of the 
church, the general secretary of the Bible Society of India and Ceylon, Mr. P. 
Mahanty, says in his annual report that the work can be done "only if the rank 
and file of the Church are enlisted". He reports that "during the whole of 
last year a Christian church with over six million members distributed only 
1,175,000 scriptures. This was one measure," he continues, "of its efforts to 
proclaim the Lord Jesus Christ to a population of nearly 400 millions. We may 
well ask ourselves if we have an adequate appreciation of the gravity and urgen- 
cy of the present situation." 
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Complete Bibles have been published by the British and Foreign Bible Society 
in three new languages during 1957. 


A Swedish missionary, Mrs. Winqvist, made the translation into Tigrinya for 
use in Eritrea. A translation into Ndau, a language used in Southern Rhodesia 
and Mozambique, was prepared in conjunction with the Swiss Bible Society by the 
Rev. C.J. Dotson. Miss R. Horton made the translation into Kamba for use in 


. Kenya. 


The year also saw the publication of complete New Testaments in four langu- 
ages by the BFBS: Aranda, a Central Australian aboriginal tongue; Central 
Chuana, South Africa; Habbe, French Sudan; Kilega, Belgian Congo. 


Individual books of the Bible appeared in seven new languages under the 
Society's auspices in 1957: four spoken in Africa, two in India and one in 
Taiwan (Formosa). E.P.S., Geneva 


(Freidorf, Switzerland) - The necessity to understand the significance of recent 
demonstrations by teenagers in New York City, Stockholm and Eastern Huropean 
countries was expressed by forty representatives of five world Christian bodies 
who last month surveyed their work with high school youth. 


The Joint World Consultation on Work with Secondary School Youth was held 
at Freidorf, Switzerland, from February 17 - 20, and attended by representatives 
of the World Alliance of YMCAs, the World YWCA, the World's Student Christian 
Federation, the Youth Department of the World Council of Churches and the World 
Council of Christian Education. 


In deciding to urge associations and member movements to note the importance 
of youth work and to consider holding joint consultations nationally, the Chris- 
tian leaders pointed out that they had found "general agreement" on these points: 
Christian work among secondary school boys and girls is an essential part of the 
life and mission of the Church; and the aim of the work is to minister to their 
needs so they may confess Jesus Christ as their Lord and Saviour. 


This includes, the report said, helping youth to recognise their place in 
the Church, to grow in discipleship, to express their discipleship and to find 
the meaning of Church membership in terms of responsible citizenship. 


Turning to certain current specific needs, the consultation stressed the 
need to develop a common strategy "in crossing the ideological and political 


frontiers which so tragically divide mankind", and urged giving particular at- 
_ tention to places where secondary education leaves young people rootless in their 


own communities. The consultation also said it was necessary "to replace the 
older.social vetos which no longer command the respect of young people with dy- 
namic Christian ethics and morals rooted in a Christian interpretation of life". 


Looking to the future, the consultation recommended that the World Christian 
Youth Commission regard the needs and opportunities of high school work as a 
field for special study and promotion during the next few years, and expressed 
the hope that someone can be designated to serve as secretary for the special 
project. E.P.S., Geneva 


i 
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In Brief 


Proposals for a measure of "limited intercommunion" between the Protestant 
Episcopal Church in the USA and the Church of South India will be presented to 
the 1958 General Convention of the American church by its Joint Commission on 
Ecumenical Relations. The proposals, which follow closely the recommendations 
already approved by the Church of England, follow the sending of a delegation 
to South India in 1956, and are described as “interim measures" looking forward 
to possible eventual full communion between Anglicans and the CSI. 


* 


Dr. Theodore F. Adams of Richmond, Virginia, president of the Baptist World 
_ Alliance since 1955, will visit Colombia in mid~April to confer with evangelical 
_. leaders and government officials "in the interest of religious liberty". 


by fica 


Bastern Orthodox Christians in Japan and Korea who are attached to the 
Ecumenical Patriarchate of Constantinople will from now on be within the juris- 
diction of the Greek Orthodox Archdiocese of North and South America instead of 
that of Archbishop Theophylactos of Australia. The American archdiocese is 
geographically closer to the Far East. Archbishop Theophylactos is deeply en- 
gaged in providing pastoral facilities for Greek immigrants in Australia. 


e %& 


The Australian Council for the World Council of Churches agreed at its 
annual meeting in February to urge its six member churches to help encourage 
non—-Roman Catholic emigration to Australia. 


%* * 


Pastor Michel Grenier, Swiss minister of a Lutheran church at Bussurel, in 
the district near Montbéliard, France, has been deported to Switzerland on char- 
ges that have not yet been officially announced. The Swiss press reports that 
he was alleged to be in touch with the Algerian National Liberation Front (FLN) 
in France. 


e 


The second ecumenical festival for boys!’ church choirs will be held at 
_ Uppsala, Sweden, during the week after Easter. Three hundred singers from 
» seven countries are expected. 


nS 


Professor Helmut Gollwitzer, well-known German theologian, is in Czechoslo- 
vakia, lecturing in the Protestant theological faculties of Prague and Bratislava. 


Pee 


The Rev. Alan Brash, general secretary of the National Christian Council 
of New Zealand, and Inter-Church Aid secretary of the recently formed East Asia 
Christian Conference, has reported on the missionary situation in Indonesia. 
"Until now," he says, "no Dutch missionary serving with the major churches has 
left because of the present crisis, and for those planning to go on furlough 
re-entry permits are available. In fact, 'permanent entry' permits are still 
being issued to Dutch missionaries entering the country for the first time." 


* * 
A new church has been dedicated in Bucharest, Rumania, by the one-thousand 


member Hungarian-speaking Lutheran congregation. The total number of Rumanian, 
Hungarian and German speaking Lutherans in Rumania is over 200,000. 


ete 
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Pastor Christopher Polson of Betul, Madhya Pradesh, India, has been appoin- 
ted to the staff of the Department of World Mission of the Iutheran World Fede- 
ration in Geneva. He is the first federation staff member from a “younger 
church". The World ifission) department will now annually appoint an Asian or 
an African to gain experience on its staff. 


ee 


Dr. Hermann Ullmann, joint founder of "The Lutheran World", official publi- 
cation of the lutheran World Federation, and a well-known figure in Protestant 
journalism, died suddenly during a visit to Scandinavia, at the age of 73. Dr. 
Ullmann, who had been blind for some years, lived recently in Basle, Switzerland. 


ae 


The Episcopal Theological School in Cambridge, Massachusetts, USA, will 
begin admitting women students next autum, making it the second of eleven Epis- 
copal seminaries in the United States to open its doors to women candidates for 
the degree of bachelor of divinity. Dean John Bowen Coburn commented: "We 

: are attempting to see that women who are giving full-time service to the church 

have an opportunity to receive the same high quality of theological education as 

do the men," The dean emphasized that the decision in no way affected the 

rule against women serving as ordained priests of the church. 


* %& 


Dr. Nicolaas van Schouwenburg, director of the Press Bureau of the Nether- 
lands Reformed Church at The Hague, has died at the age of 55, following a heart 
attack. As president of the "European Study Group on Protestant Information", 
he was widely known and respected outside his om country. He was deeply con- 
cerned for Christian unity, and the approach to city-dwellers outside the churches. 


Sea 


"St. Hedwigsblatt", paper of the Roman Catholic diocese of Berlin circula- 
_ ting in the East, has been forced to cancel distribution of an issue containing 
a Lenten letter from the Bishop of Berlin, Dr. Julius Dopfner, on "The Christian 
Family Today". The editors were ordered to publish a reply to the letter issued 
ty the Press Department of the DDR government. E.P.S., Geneva 


- 


Special Report 


Kast Java Church Pioneers Family Work in Moslem Area 


The Church of East Java has begun a bold experiment to creat interest in 
Christian home and family life in a part of Asia where most of the population 
belongs to Islam. 


The Church's committee on Home and Family Life has been established as a 
result of visits from Miss Irma Highbaugh, staff worker in East asia for the 
International Missionary Council, and a pioneer in the field for many yeara. 

Four men and five women on the committee are following up Dr. Highbaugh's methods 
of demonstrating the reality of the Christian family in action. 


The aim of the work done, according to Mrs. Kartini K. Bezoen, the full- 
time secretary of the new committee, is to show how the Indonesian family can 
become a good Christian family without shedding all its distinctively Eastern 
customs and the courtesies and restraints that determine the style of family 
life under the Moslem “adat" or custom, built up within Moslem tradition, 


"There are some customs under the 'adat' that are against Christianity ," 
‘SayS Mrs. Bezoen, "Others can be kept." 
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Problems of boy-girl relationships that are discussed in the West come up 
in different forms in East Java. The committee finds that mixed marriages be- 
-¢ween Christians and Moslems are frequent, in spite of the advice the Deed 

gives against them. "What do Christians say, though," asked Mrs. Bezoen, "when 
such marriages take place?' She describes attempts being made to instruct 
" young Christians in their own faith in such a way that it can be explained to 
their life partners in marriage. 
al 


- Lectures for young people about to be married are being given. A new 
magazine, which was started in March, 1957, appears quarterly and deals with 
these and other family questions. Funds for beginning the magazine came from 
_ the proceeds of eight years' collections in the Indonesian churches in February 
' on the Women's World Day of Prayer. 


ed 
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Mrs. Bezoen has so far not observed any critical reaction to the experiments 
from the side of Islam, although many Moslem women have shown interest. "They 
think what we have to show them might improve their status, and they do not get 
clear guidance about educating their children from their own Moslem rules," she 

' said. One member of the committee is a Moslem woman doctor, and the “progressive! 
Moslems are drawn to its work. 


Divorce is easier in Moslem society. So far the committee has not worked 
intensively on the problem of divorce, but is compiling materials on Moslem stan- 


Ministry of Religious Affairs. “Formerly Moslem women did not feel the preva- 
lence of divorce as being an offence against their status," Mrs. Bezoen remarked, 
"put now, as with polygamy, they compare their lot with the comparative stability 
_ of the Christian family, and do not take things so easily. Moslem husbands," 
she pointed out, "tend nowadays to prefer divorce and the taking of a new wife 
to polygamy. This naturally makes women sympathetic toward Christianity and 
the Christian standard." 


One of the customs that has been used by the new committee in its work and 

_ taken up with enthusiasm among the women is "arisan" - the practice of lending 
money mutually to improve housekeeping. Groups of about twenty families in a 
“neighbourhood set aside one day in the month when they fast in a selected home, 
talk and share ideas about the upkeep and decoration of the house, and subsequent 
ly share the money saved by abstaining from food. If twenty families take 

part the sharing is done in a twenty-months' cycle, and each family reaps the 

_ benefit of the savings of the whole group once, 


I The money gained is spent on such items as furniture and hangings. "But," 

_ Said Mrs, Bezoen, "this idea, which was an initiative of the women, has become 

an inter-office practice for men's lunches! Sometimes, because they want items 

for their offices, the men keep the money the women would like to contribute for 
_ the home! Then the women have to borrow to keep the cycle going..." 


The work begun in East Java will now be extended to other parts of Indonesia. 
_ There are plans for a national home and family life festival. Local festivals, 
using music composed in Indonesia and words written to express the spirit of the 
_ people, have already been held in Surabaya, Malang and many cities of Central 
Java. Crafts, cooking, sewing, family prayers, baby welfare and child care, 


Y all aspects of family life, are being seen in a new way in the light of Christian 
mecaith, 
t 


’ 


K.P.S., Geneva 


No. 10/25th Year March 14th, 1958 


On Other Pages 


Six Years Imprisonment for Belgrade Theologian. ...... . . Page 
Church Women in Cameroons Attack Polygamy ......+.«-e.-« « Page 
Roman Catholics and Protestants Converse in Germany ..... . Page 
National Council Calls Drinking "Serious Threat" in US... . . Page 
Protestant-Catholic Publication Exchange Urged in US. .... . Page 


A Special Report 
Evangelical Statements Guide German Youth in East and West. . . Page 7 


U1 & UW I fo 


em NR Ln ete 


Charges Against Deported Pastor Not Clarified 


(Lausanne, Switzerland) - The Swiss pastor, lfichel Grenier, who was expelled 
from France on March 3 (see EPS No. 9), has denied charges contained in reports 
of the French News Agency (AFP) that he had acted as a go-between for the Al- 
gerian rebel National Liberation Front (FLN). 


"T am not an agent of the FLN," he declared. "I have no contact with 
this movement. I am not an active member of any party." 


He admitted having helped many people who were without lodging or food, 
“smong them Frenchmen of swarthy complexion", but without ever being particular- 
ly concerned about their political positions. 


However, Pastor Grenier has frequently condemned violent acts committed 
in Algeria. 


The Swiss French-language weekly, "La Vie Protestante", published in 
Geneva, comments that "the French mthorities had better explain themselves; 
is Pastor Grenier guilty in their opinion of breaking the law or not? If the 
answer is yes, what exactly is his offence? Or is the misconduct a matter of 
opinion?" E.P.S., Geneva 
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French Pastor Tried for Aiding Algerian Nationalist 
(Besancon, France) - Pastor Etienne ilathiot of the Iutheran parish of Belfort, 


in Eastern France, appeared before the court at Besangon on March 7 on charges 


of having aided and abetted an active member of the Algerian National Libera- 
tion Front (FLN) named Si Ali (see EPS No. 1). 


Pastor Mathiot, who was tried alongside a young Roman Catholic girl student 


and a Moslem student held on similar charges, had been in custody for about 


three months. 


In evidence he declared that he had put "the law of God" above all others. 
"What I have done,” he said, "does not mean that I approve the FLN's politics 
as a whole. But I want to protect men from suffering. I am against all 


atrocities. I wanted to hide Si Ali from police in order to save him from 


__. 
a 


torture." 


Several well-known Protestants appeared as witnesses at the trial. Pastor 
Charles Westphal, vice-president of the French Protestant Federation, said the 
action of Mathiot was "in keeping with Christian logic". Monsieur André Philip, 


economist and a former minister in the French government, told the court that 


there had not been any declaration of war in Algeria and that Si Ali had not 
been sought on any valid charge. "Ts it not a fact," he said, "that the pas- 
tor, and the girl student, in the end helped to maintain the authority of justice 
by protecting this man against arbitrary police action?" 


The court reserved its judgment for a week. BE.P.S., Geneva 


six Years Imprisonment for Belgrade Theologian 


(Belgrade) - Professor Dragoslav Stranjakovic of the Serbian Orthodox theologi-~ 
cal faculty at Belgrade University has been condemned to six years' imprisonment 


on a charge of conspiring to overthrow the Yugoslav zovernment. 


+ rte 


The charges against Professor Stranjakovic were made in December when he 
was arrested with three others, including a professor in the law faculty at 
Belgrade, and accused of forming with them a "hostile group". 


All four were found guilty, but Dr. Stranjakovic was sentenced after a 
separate hearing after becoming ill during the trial. He denied the charges 
brought against him, although he admitted possessing anti-Communist documents 
found in his desk in the building of the Serbian Orthodox Patriarchate. He 
said he had never himself written anything against the government, 


Two representatives of the Serbian Orthodox Patriarchate were present at 
the trial. BE.P.S., Geneva 


Dr. Mathews Turns Down IiIC Post 


(New York) - Dr. James K. Mathews has informed the International Missionary 
Council that he will be unable to accept the invitation given by the IMC's 
Assembly in Ghana in January to become general secretary of the organisation. 
He will continue to serve as the associate general secretary of the Division 
of World Missions of the Board of Missions of the Methodist Church. 


A meeting of the Officers' Committee of the IMC is being planned to make 
recommendations for a successor to Dr. Charles Ranson. Dr. Ranson, who has 
been general secretary of the IMC for the past ten years, was elected director 
of the organisation's Theological Education Fund by the Ghana Assembly. 

K.P.S., Geneva 
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Church Women in Cameroons Attack Polygamy 


(Douala, Cameroons) - The first conference of Protestant women to be held in the 
Cameroons has issued strong resolutions on polygamy, marriage guidance and "mar- 
riage gifts". 


The 150 participants, including 108 delegates from the parishes of the Evan- 
gelical and Baptist QGnurches of the Cameroons (CEBEC), decided to protest against 
the laxity of the churches on the subject of polygamy, and asked for discipline 
to be tightened. They asked for a re-examination of the measures to be taken 
against women who married polygemous men and parents who allowed their daughters 
to marry polygamists. 


The conference said it hoped "the Evangelical Church and the Baptist Church 
_ would observe the same discipline, so that a member disciplined by one church 
would fall under the discipline of the other". 


Asking for a revision of teaching given about marriage in church member- 
ship classes "to correspond with the new needs of today's youth", the conference 
drew attention in particular to "the tendency to forget the explicit Biblical 
injunction indicating the fact that man and woman have no right to contract a 
union except in marriage". 


a 


"The custom of paying a dowry or giving presents as prerequisites for mar- 
riage must be suppressed," said the conference. "This custom is contrary to 
the Gospel, is an exploitation of young people by old, prevents poor people 
from marrying and encourages polygamy and prostitution." Describing the prac- 
tice as "an abuse of the dignity of woman, of her freedom and of the Biblical 
teaching on marriage", the women asked the churches in the Cameroons to take 
immediate measures to putan end to it. 


The resolution adopted on the subject of marriage gifts vent further than 
one issued in January by the synod of the Evangelical Church. 


The conference was called to coincide with the visit to the Cameroons of 
Dr. Madeleine Barot, executive secretary of the World Council of Churches' De= 
partment on the Cooperation of Men and Women in Church and Society. It was 
also attended by observers from the Presbyterian Church of the Cameroons and 
the Evangelical Churches of Togo and Gabon. Church leaders present included 
D, representatives of the Baptist and Evangelical Churches of the Cameroons, and 
Pastor Roland de Pury, formerly of lyon, France, and now director of studies in 
the theological college of the Evangelical Churches at Ndounge. E.P.S., Geneva 


Roman Catholics and Protestants Converse in Germany 


(Loccum, Germany) - A "conversation" between Roman Catholic and non-Roman Catho- 
lic scholars was held in the Evangelical Academy at Loccum, Germany, in the 
first week of March. 


The discussions on “Ecumenism and Catholicism" were "frank and hard-hitting, 
but none the less friendly", according to the Rev. Francis House, associate 
general secretary of the World Council of Churches and director of the council's 
Division of Ecumenical Action, who was one of the speakers. 


Mr. House said that references were made to points of maximum friction, 
such as Colombia and fpain, and to "the deepest theological differences between 
Roman Catholicism and Protestantism". 


"The united singing of the office of Compline each night in the candle- 
lighted abbey church was one of the most striking features of the recent meeting," 
said Mr. House, who cited the text from St. Paul's letter to the Romans, 4:18, 
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used by the German Roman Catholic Una Sancta movement as "relevant to all such 
conversations - 'Our faith teaches us to hope even against hope'". 


The Protestant abbey of /Loccum was also the scene of discussions about the 
possibility of restoring unity between Iutherans and Roman Catholics at the be~ 
ginning of the 18th century. Main participants in the 18th century meeting 
were Bossuet, Leibniz and the Protestant abbot of Loccum, Molanos. 


Bible study at the recent meeting, on the 17th chapter of St. John's Gospel, 
was led alternately by a Roman Catholic priest and a Protestant pastor, and 
agreement was reached about the need to arouse interest and prayer for Christian 
unity among the laity in all churches. 


Among participants in the meeting were Dr. Thomas Sartory, editor of the 
Roman Catholic ecumenical journal, "Una Sancta", Professor Johann Baptist Hirsch- 
mann, S.J., of Frankfurt, and Dr. Albert Brandenburg of the Johann Adam Mohler 
Institute at Paderborn. Protestant speakers included Professor Karl Gerhard 
Steck of Frankfurt, Professor D. Heinz-Horst Schrey of Berlin and Dr. Hans 
Bolewski, director of the Loccum academy. B.P.S., Geneva 


George MacLeod Protests Against Nuclear Weapons Statement 


(Edinburgh, Scotland) - Dr. George MacLeod, moderator of the General Assembly 
of the Church of Scotland, has protested against a government statement that 
the United Kingdom might use nuclear weapons if Russia launched a major attack 
with conventional arms. 


Speaking in Edinburgh at a mass meetin» organized by the Council for the 
Abolition of Nuclear Weapons Tests, Dr. Macleod said he had read with "horror" 
a White Paper on Defence prepared by Defence liinister Duncan Sandys. "It is 
as moderator and in the name of the whole church," Dr. MacLeod said, "that I 
have to remind people in Scotland that the last time this question was discussed 
by the General Assembly it was the non-pacifist section of the church that said 
that if there was deliberate bombing of any population, the church should with- 
draw its support, even at the risk of losing the war." BR.P.S., Geneva 


National Council Calls Drinking “Serious Threat" in Us 


(New York) - A statement terming drinking a "serious threat" to the stability 
of families and communities was adopted by the recently-elected General Board 
of the National Council of the Churches of Christ in the USA at its meet- 

ing in New York on February 26 - 27. 


The pronouncement "The Churches and Alcohol" was the first policy statement 
on the subject since the NCCC was formed eight years ago, and was passed with 
seventy-five committee members in favour, with two against and three abstaining. 
It says "the use of alcoholic beverages is a serious threat to the health, 
happiness and welfare of many people and to the stability of families and com- 
munities". The statement calls alcoholics "persons in need of diagnosis, under- 
standing, guidance and treatment", and goes on to “encourage the establishment 
and maintenance of clinics and other appropriate therapeutic facilities, when 
competently conducted, for the victims of alcoholism". 


Education in the churches, according to the statement, "should cover all 
aspects of the use of alcohol - drinking, drunkenness and alcoholism - and 
should be conceived in long-range terms. It should reach adults as well as 
children and youth." 
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- In other action, the board elected Charles 0. Parlin, prominent Methodist 
attorney and a member of the Central Committee of the World Council of Churches, 
as vice-chairman. He is the first layman to hold the post. 


tag In a resolution, the board supported expanded US non-military programmes 
ie of mutual aid and reciprocal foreign trade "in the light of our Christian obli- 
gation to care for our neighbours throughout the world", 


yi The fifth general Assembly of the National Council will be held in December, 
1960, in accordance with the regular cycle, in San Francisco, California, the 
_ General Board decided. The date had been pushed forward a year to avoid con- 
flict with the 1960 Assembly of the World Council of Churches. However, the 
4 WOC's Executive Committee last month recommended that the World Council date 
_ be changed to 1961. E.P.S., Geneva 


 Protestant-Catholic Publication Exchange Urged in Us 


(Washington, i pte ee Baptist editor in Washington has called on Protestant 

_ publications in the United States to imitate "Operation Understanding" started 
in 1957 by a Roman Catholic journal, and send free subscriptions to Roman Catho- 

lic priests, just as 12,000 non-Roman Catholic clergymen are now receiving "a 

ay: weekly newspaper giving news, interpretation and explanatory articles about the 

_ Catholic faith". 

B.) The Rev. W. Barry Garrett, regional editor of Baptist Press, pointed out 

that "this idea by our Catholic friends is good", and added that "proper and 

_ friendly communications" between the two groups would "clear the atmosphere". 

"It is a fact," Mr. Garrett said, "that there has been practically no communi- 

Cation from Protestants to Catholics or from Catholics to Protestants except 

invective, innuendos, name-calling, charges and counter-—charges". 


4 Perhaps, Mr. Garrett said, by exchanging information, Catholics and Prot- 
-estants would discover "areas of agreement and similarity between them and 

areas of cooperation that could make the total Christian witness more effective 
in the world". E.P.S., Geneva 


_ Evangelistic Campaign Planned for Ruhr Workers 


. (Bochum, Germany ) - A six months evangelistic campaign among unchurched miners 
' and steel workers in the Ruhr area, sponsored by the Evangelical Church of 
Westphalia, will begin in April. 


ae 


The workers, church leaders say, "will not be ited elevating sermons, 
but will be led, through short and interesting topical lectures, to discuss 
frankly their yrohlane of every-day life". Sessions will be held in fourteen 
tents, that “are not designed for the pious". 
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The campaign will feature the showing of church-sponsored films and lay 
theatrical performances, and will close with a mass rally with Dr. Ernst Wiln, 
president of the Evangelical Church of Westphalia, as the key speaker. 
K.P.S., Geneva 
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In Brief 


; The Congregational ministerial training colleges in Lancashire and Yorkshire, 
“England, will merge in October, becoming the Northern Congregational College, 

" located in Manchester. The new arrangement provides the British Congregational 

_ churches with eight ministerial training colleges serving 229 students. 


ieee 


The only Danish missionary still in China, 86-year-old Miss Ellen Nielsen, 
has written to the Danish ieettatat bneaes Society saying that she wishes to stay on 
in China until she "sets out on|\the long journey". Niss Nielsen has worked in 

_ China since 1899 and, before the Communists took over, obtained Chinese citizen- 
- ghip. For many years she was the leader of the girls' school and women's train- 
ing college in Takushan. 


* 


An evangelist in the Danish mission field in the Sudan has been sentenced 

to six months' imprisonment and fined $50 for having offended the Moslems by 
delivering a sermon on the words of Jesus: "No man cometh unto the Father but 
‘by me". At the same time, three Sudanese pastors and one church member were 
imprisoned, but were acquitted. Danish mission circles report that the matter 
has aroused great attention, and "further developments are being closely watched". 
x # 

: Sweden's Conservative Party has proposed in Parliament that the reading 

of the government-introduced bill regarding the authorisation of women to hold 
meee in the Swedish Lutheran National Church be postponed until next year to 
give church leaders time to reconsider their stand. It was subsequently announ- 
ced that Swedish law did not permit postponement. 


* ¥ 


Dr. Thomas Esze, church historian, has been formally installed in Budapest 
as Lay President of the Danubian District of the Hungarian Reformed Church, 
“Succeeding Dr. Roland Kiss, who resigned during the 1956 uprising. At the 
same time, the Rev. Joseph Farkas, pastor of the Klausal Square parish in Buda- 
pest, was installed as Notary General, or Clerk, of the district's Assembly, 
replacing Dr. Laszlo Pap. Dr. Pap, a professor at the Reformed Seminary, re- 
Signed all his church offices following the 1956 crisis. 


Wein 


BKighty animals were flown to Nepal this month by Heifer Project, as gifts 

_ from American farmers and church people for the International Cooperation Adminis- 
_ tration in an agricultural development there. Fifty-seven sheep, twenty calves 
and five pigs made the three-day flight. 
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and have appealed to President Hisenhower to seek world-wide disarmament. 


* % 


Dr. J. Paul Frelick, Presbyterian fraternal worker at Aubervilliers, France, 
has been appointed director of the John Knox House, Geneva student and conference 
centre run by the Presbyterian Church USA. He succeeds the Rev. Ray W. 
Teeuwissen, who has been director of the centre since it opened in July, 1954, 
and has now been appointed as field representative of the Presbyterian Church 
SA in the French Cameroons and Spanish Guinea from 1959 onward. 
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- The French Protestant Teachers' Federation has made a statement protesting 
against the use of torture in Algeria and drawing attention to the strain im- 
posed on teachers' conscience and patriotism. The statement says that once it 
became clear that the state could not control illegal acts, it would be impossi- 
ir ble to give any further moral or civic instruction. 


Rein ie 


Three representatives of american student and youth organisations will 
visit Russia in April to complete plans for an exchange of college students 
between the USSR and the United States, scheduled for this summer, Present 
plans call for a six-week visit by forty American students to the Soviet Union, 
while twenty Russian students will come to the United States. Making the trip 
will be the Rev. Philip T. Zabriskie, executive secretary of the Episcopal 
Church's College Work Division, iir. John Bowmann, Council on Student Travel, and 
Mr. John Wallace, Experiment in International Living. 


x & 


The name of Andras Keken, until now editor of the Hungarian church paper 
"Evangelikus Elet", has been removed from the list of those responsible for the 
paper's publication. The publisher's imprint now says only that it is under 
an editorial committee directed by Geza Juhasz. B.P.S., Geneva 


A Special Report 
Evangelical Statements Guide German Youth in East and_iest 


Statements have recently been made in the churches of both West and East 
Germany to guide youth in the problems posed by the division of Germany and by 
the call to military service on both sides of the “iron curtain". 


In Western Germany the Working Committee of the churches' Evangelical Youth 
organisations has made a statement about the alternatives of military service 
and conscientious objection. 


Of those who choose to undertake alternative civilian service or non-com- 
batant duties the declaration asks: "Are you certain that your decision is not 
based on your dislike of the hard life of a soldier and the sacrifices it may 
involve?" Conscientious objection is described as being too serious a matter 
to be used as a pretext for "shirkers". 


According to the statement, when God gave the commandment "thou shalt not 
kill" He did not mean that it was sufficient to keep one's hands clean; He 
meant that we should love our neighbours. 


"If anyone quotes the commandment ‘thou shalt not kill'," goes on the docu- 
ment, "as a reason for refusing to do military service, then he must be just as 
serious about obeying the other nine commandments." . 


x Young Christians who believe they should accept combatant military service, 
on the other hand, are told to watch for temptations of their own. "If anyone 
me bases his decision on the possibility of advancement in his occupation or on 
va -financial advantages, he fails in his duty to the community just as much as a 
; man who refuses to undertake military service because he dislikes being a sol- 

dier," this group is told. "The same applies to the man who accepts military 


Service in order to avoid being penalised later on in his job, and in his social 
life, as a conscientious objector." 


Young people are warned against glorification of militarism. The message 
stresses that combatant service is not a more honourable form of work than any 
other service to the community. Its purpose is described as training men "for 
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g terrible emergency, in which they will have to kill and destroy, in the hope 
of thereby protecting others from being killed and destroyed". 


The divine commandment not to kill is said to be applicable not only in 
_ peace-time. "Killing is not justified by political developments or by war 
itself, "the statement says, but adds that one has to ask whether killing becomes 
_ permissible if it protects one's country, civilisation and freedom. 


"All this," concludes the document, “has been put in question owing to the 
discovery of atomic weapons. Today we are all confronted afresh by the questior. 
_ whether it is permissible to kill at all, which of our neighbours it is permis- 
- sible to kill, and what methods are acceptable." 


MI A second twelve-point statement has been issued by the six theological 


iy faculties in East Germany's universities to give guidance to their students in 
; taking up an attitude to the state's demands in view of the conflict between 
Christian faith and atheist ideology. 


The twelve points read: 


- Theological students must recognize with gratitude and a due sense of the 
responsibility involved that it is a privilege to be allowed to study and that 
they owe this privilege to the hard work done by all sections of the people; 


- They must abide by the constitution and rules of their universities, re- 
. gard their teachers with respect and confidence and be ready to accept their 
help in their studies; 


- They must accept the findings of research, which extends the frontiers of 
knowledge, and they must accept truth alone as standard; 


- They mast conscientiously use the time given them for study and ise iso- 
late themselves individualistically, but enter fully into the fellowship of their 
_fellow-students who train for the same office and the same duties; 


— When called on to do some emergency task they must give their time and 
energy gladly and cheerfully; 


— They will respect the state authorities, the government of the German 
- Democratic Republic (DDR), as appointed by God, in accordance with His Word; 

they will respect the laws and help the government, sharing in their ethical res— 
_ ponsibility as Christians wherever the true welfare of men md women is involved; 


—- They will cooperate in the task of establishing a better human society in 
justice, peace and freedom; 


} . - As Christians they must work to maintain peace in the world and abolish 
_ weapons of mass destruction; they must stand for the reunification of our 
fatherland; 


cm 
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. - They will vigilantly resist the temptations involved in the grievous 
_ division of our fatherland, particularly on the frontier between East and West; 


oy s ° > 
a - Under no circumstances must they act as agents for espionage organisa- 


_ tions, directly or indirectly; 


Ss - They must respect the ordinances which govern the state's economic life 
_ and take special care not to do anything which might adversely affect its econo- 
_ mic welfare; 


R - In all this, in accordance with God's Word, theological students must 
endeavour to render to Caesar the things that are Caesar's and to God the things 
that are God's. E.P.S., Geneva 
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Archbishop Hits South African Migrant Labour System 


(Cape Town, South Africa) - South Africa's system of migratory labour which 
involves the separation of husbands and wives is "devilish" and must be re- 
Sisted by all Christians, according to Dr. Joost de Blank, Anglican Archbishop 
of Cape Town. 


Under the present Native Urban Areas Act, African women cannot enter 
urban areas without an official certificate, which means that families are 
broken up when husbands leave the reserves to work in the cities. It is 
possible for wives to get certificates only after their husbands have worked 
in an urban area for at least two years. The permits can be cancelled on a 
month's notice. 


"The fight is now on," Dr. de Blank said. "Christian people everywhere 
are bound by virtue of their faith to fight the evils of a migrant labour 
force. We can no longer tolerate a state of affairs where family units are 
deliberately broken up by government decree. 


"The family is the basic Christian unit ~ in truth, not a Christian unit 
only, but a natural, biological unit - and anyone who of set purpose wrecks 
the family is fighting against God. Christians have to withstand the enemies 
.of God's law by every legitimate means." 


-, 
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Dr. de Blank, writing in the publication "Africa South", said he had been 
told by a government official that the chances of an ‘African finding work in 
the reserves and living with his family are "exceedingly remote". 


"The whole system of migratory labour," the Archbishop wrote, “has corrup- 
ted the Union and should be uprooted. It has degraded the African, but not 
nearly so much as it has degraded the European who condones and encourages it." 

K.P.S., Geneva 


World Presbyterian Leader says Czech Churches Active 


(Geneva) - Dr. Marcel Pradervand, general secretary of the World Presbyterian 

Alliance, has reported that the two member churches of the alliance in Czecho- 

Slovakia are "most anxious to maintain and develop their present contacts with 
_ churches abroad". He said they were "interested in all the problems facing 
i other churches in different parts of the world". 


Dr. Pradervand made his statement after a week Spent in Czechoslovakia 
_ from March 4 - 10 as the result of an invitation from the Evangelical Church 
- of Czech Brethren and the Reformed Church of Slovakia, both members of the 
Alliance. 


Describing his visits to Prague and Bratislava, the Presbyterian leader 
- said he had discussions with Church leaders and government officials. He was 
given government assurances that delegates from both Czech churches would be 
_ allowed to travel next year to attend the eighteenth General Council of the 
- World Alliance from July 27 to August 6, at Campinas, Brazil. 


As examples of "the vitality of the Czechoslovak churches" and "their sense 
of responsibility for their own people", Dr. Pradervand referred to a congrega- 
tion of about two thousand to which he preached in the tow of Komarno, and to 
_ plans for sixteen regional conferences for men and women elders during the 
month of March this year. Theme of the local meetings, at which altogether 
three thousand participants are expected, is "The Reformed Doctrine of the Sac- 
raments and Our Congregational Life". E.P.S., Geneva 
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~ Committee Named to Administer $4,000,000 IMC Grant 
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(New York) - Thirteen world Christian leaders have been asked by the Internati- 
Onal Missionary Council to help administer a $4,000,000 fund for the advance-— 
ment of theological education in Africa, Asia and Latin America (see EPS No. 1). 
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The fund is the result of a $2,000,000 grant announced earlier this year 
and made available on March 14 by the Sealantic Fund, together with pledges for 
a "matching" $2,000,000, a condition of the Sealantic grant, from nine United 
States church mission agencies. 


Asked to join representatives of the donor agencies in administering the 
_ money are Professor Christian Baeta of Ghana, Dr. D.G. Moses, India, President 
Hachiro Yuasa, Japan, Bishop Proculo Rodriguez, the Philippines, Professor 
Walter Freytag, Germany, Canon Oliver Tomkins and Dr. J.W.C. Dougall, United 
Kingdom, the Very Rev. J.S. Thomson, Canada, Dr. Benjamin Moraes, Brazil, Dr. 
Franklin Clark Fry, Dr. John A. Mackay, Dean Liston Pope and Dr. H.P. Van Dusen, 
United States. 


The fund, which will begin operating in July, 1958, will be directed pri- 
marily at strengthening theological seminaries of the younger’ churches. In 
_ addition to the institutional programme, the fund will be used to improve the 
_ libraries of theological schools and to develop a plan for the production and 
_ translation of text books. 
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n3 Plans call for spending the present resources of the fund over a period 
| of five years. Dr. Charles W. Ranson, present IMC general secretary, was. named 


director of the fund by the International Missionary Council Assembly at its 
meeting in Ghana in January. 


Ug Pledges to the fund have come from mission boards of the Methodist Church, 
Presbyterian Church USA, American Baptist Convention, Congregational Church, 

Be tevtant Episcopal Church, Disciples of Christ, the Evangelical and Reformed 
ponurch and the United Lutheran Church. E.P.S., Geneva 


‘North American Baptists Plan Evangelism "Advance! 


(Chicago) - leaders of seven major Baptist bodies in the United States and 
Canada, representing more than 17 million members, are convinced that the co- 
operative efforts of their denominations during the 1959-64 Baptist Jubilee - 
Advance Programme "will do much to strengthen our unity and our witness, re- 


‘solve our differences and clear away any misunderstandings". 


Meeting to make plans for the Advance - a six-year mass evangelism effort - 
the committee members said they "are of one mind in the conviction that all 
North fmerican Baptists need a deepening of devotion to Jesus Christ, a quick- 
ening of evangelistic zeal, a worthier level of stewardship and a more vital 
and Praitiul life". 


- he Advance opens with watchnight prayer services on New Year's Eve, 
1958-59. During the entire Advance, Baptist bodies will hold special meetings, 
‘Tallies and other events. The final year of the observance, 1964, will mark 

the 150th anniversary of organised Baptist work on a national scale in North 
America. Participating groups are the American Baptist Convention, Southern 
Baptist Convention, Baptist General Conference of america, North American Bap- 
tist General Conference, National Baptist Convention of America, National Bap- 
‘tist Convention, USA, and Baptist Federation of Canada. E.P.S., Geneva 


German Church Synod Urged to Take Stand on Atomic Warfare 


(Berlin) - A group of German Christians around the "Church Brotherhoods" has 
urged the synod of the Evangelical Church in Germany (EKD) to take a stand 
against nuclear armament and atomic warfare. 


% The demand is made in a set of ten basic principles on which the synod is 
asked to express its agreement or disagreement. 


oe A letter accompanying the document says previous statements of the synod 
had not given a clear enough lead. It called for a clear practical statement 
for the guidance of individual Christians who must "place their confidence in 
the reality of God's Word rather than in political calculations". 


The questions put had been signed by 364 people, and was supported by the 
"brotherhoods" in the churches of Hessen-Nassau, Northwest Germany, the Rhine- 
land, Yestphalia and Wurttemberg as well as groups of theologians in Lower 

_ Saxony and the Palatinate. 


The synod will meet at some time in April yet to be fixed. E.P.S., Geneva 
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Bishop Indicates Differences Between Church and Communists 


(Dresden, Germany) - Bishop Gottfried Noth of Saxony told his church's synod 
that public statements issued in East Germany calling socialism incompatible 


with religious concepts put the Christian's conscience in "a difficult position". 


The bishop declared that the life of the Church is not bound to a particu- 


lar economic or social order, and that the Christian in the German Democratic 


Republic (DDR) must be expected to face up seriously to the questions raised 
by socialism. But he said the crucial question came when God was discussed. 


Expressing gratitude to many who had declined to undergo the Communist, 
state-sponsored "youth dedication ceremonies", Bishop Noth said their stand had 
shown the real nature of baptism and confirmation, but he added that the Church 
must strengthen and improve religious instruction given before confirmation. 


In parts of his report the bishop drew attention to grave shortages of 
pastors and social workers in the Church of Saxony. B.P.S., Geneva 


Views on IMC/WCC Unification 


(Geneva) - Reactions to recent action by the International Missionary Council's 
Assembly when it approved "in principle" the integration of the IMC and the 
World Council of Churches have been registered in several countries. 


In New York, the Executive Board of the Division of Foreign Missions of 
the National Council of the Churches of Christ in the USA has welcomed the 
action taken by,the Ghana Assembly of the IMC. The board recommended that its 
member boards "inform their constituencies of the reasons which have led to the 
formulation of the plan of integration" and urged them to "take the necessary 
supporting actions". 


The Danish paper "Kristeligt Dagblad" says the decision is a consequence 
of the realisation that Church and mission are inextricably bound up with one 
another. "No violence is being done to the individual church or its concep- 
tion of the Gospel," the paper writes, and says it hopes that opposition in 
Sweden and Norway will not influence the attitude of the Danish Church. 


At the same time, the chairman of the Norwegian Missionary Council, Mr. 
Tormod Vagen, in a statement to the Christian daily in Bergen, "Dagen", said 
that he expects a proposal to be made to establish a new independent missionary 
council made up of the councils which oppose the integration of the IMC and 
the WCC, Mr. Vagen said that he expects integration to be carried out and pre- 
dicted that the Norwegian Missionary Council will withdraw from the IMC. 

"These people will not rest. The ecumenical spirit is so strong at present 
that it resembles a kind of obsession. All considerations are cast aside for 
this one end - to merge everything together," he concluded. 


The Protestant Council in the Congo decided at its annual meeting in Febru~ 
ary to withdraw from the International Missionary Council, with which it had 
been linked from its own inception. The reason given was a desire not to sever 
connections with fundamentalist "faith missions" at work in the Congo, which do 


not approve of the World Council of Churches. Some missions and missionaries 
within the Congo Council have expressed regret at the decision to withdraw be- 
Cause of the close ties they have with both IMC and WCC. B.P.S., Geneva 
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In Brief 


A church built in the shape of a gigantic fish - ancient Christian symbol - 
has been dedicated in Stamford, Connecticut. The $1,500,000 Presbyterian 
church rises sixty feet at its highest point. On both sides of its 234-foot 
length are 20,000 jig-saw stained glass window-panes made in Chartres, France, 
and representing the Crucifixion and the Resurrection. 


x * 


The Ecumenical Council of Finland arranged services of worship for English, 
French, German and Swedish skiers on ilarch 2 during the world championship ski- 
ing race held at Lahti, Finland, from March 1 to 9. 


7 as 


Thirty-one white ministers in Mobile, Alabama, have endorsed a petition 
of thirty-six Negro ministers asking for an end to segregation on city buses. 
The white pastors said they were "impressed" by the sincerity of the Negro 
Ministers, and added: "We commend the proposal that they have made to you as 
an intelligent means for achieving goals whose inevitable realisation must now 
be apparent to all thinking people". 


%* * 


The Rev. A.S. Jones, British Methodist missionary, was assaulted, robbed 
and thrown from a speeding train while travelling to Darjeeling, India, early 
this month. Found by police alongside the railroad track near Siliguri, Mr. 
Jones was flown to a hospital in Calcutta. He is a field secretary of the 
British Methodist Missionary Society and has been in India for seventeen years. 


KH 


More than a million Finnish marks (over 4,000 dollars) were given by 
parishes of the Evangelical Lutheran Church, the Orthodox Church and the Metho- 
dist Church for inter-church aid in Finland's first ecumenical offering. The 
money will be sent to the Division of Inter-Church Aid and Service to Refugees 
of the World Council of Churches. 


Tt 


Leaders of the Dutch Reformed Church in South Africa have denied as 
"malicious nonsense" reports that in a new Afrikaans translation of the Bible, 
parts of the Song of Solomon have been rewritten to comply with South africa's 
segregation laws. The passage in question reads in many versions, "I am black 
but comely". In the new Afrikaans translation it reads, "I am burnt brown". 
But, comments one of the translators, Professor B.B. Keet, the same words were 
used in a 1933 translation and similar translations can be found in the new 
American Revised Standard Version, the 1956 Douay version and the 1949 Knox 
translation. . 


* * 
The establishment of an "Anne Frank Foundation" was announced by Radio 


Bavaria during the celebration of this year's "brotherhood week" in Germany, 
March 9 - 16, by the Hebrew-Christian Alliance. Awards will go to Jewish 


. Students, scientists and artists. 


* * 


Manchester journalist Mark Gibbs has been appointed chairman of the ecu- 
menical study group of the German Evangelical Kirchentag, succeeding Dr. Frank- 
lin Littell of Bad Godesberg, Germany, who will become a professor at the 
University of Atlanta, USA. 
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A booklet listing important ecumenical statements on "The Churches and 
Nuclear Weapons", published last month by the Ecumenical Council of Finland, 
sold out in four days. The second printing of the booklet, which includes 
the statement made in 1957 by the Central Committee of the World Council of 
Churches advocating multilateral or wilateral renunciation of nuclear weapons, 
was issued early in March. 


aie 


For the first time a delegation of fifteen pastors and laymen from the 
French Reformed Church has been invited to the meetings of the Free Church 
Federal Council in the United Kingdom. The Council, meeting at Folkestone, 
was addressed by World Council of Churches' general secretary W.A. Visser 't 
Hooft. The French delegation was led by Pastor Paul Conord, general secretary 
of the French Reformed Church, who preached in the "Huguenot chapel" of Canter- 
bury Cathedral on Sunday, March 16. 


el we 


Pastor Henrik Hauge, director of the Norwegian Institute for Inter-—Church 
Relations, returned to Geneva on March 17 from Cyprus where he inquired into 
ways in which the Division of Inter-Church Aid and Service to Refugees of the 
World Council of Churches could help the Christian communities on the island. 
Pastor Hauge, whose visit was made at the request of the division's Administra-— 
tive Committee, reported that he was cordially received and was able to make 
extensive visits to Christian churches and institutions. 
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The editor of "The Catholic World", the Rev. John B. Sheerin, has said that 
he hopes the World Council of Churches "will be so successful that it will go 
out of business". Speaking in New York, he said that "a total returm to the 
one fold" of the Roman Catholic Church would be the result of Protestant unity, 
but added that “it will take a long time" to convert the United States to Catho- 
licism. Dr. Sheerin was a Roman Catholic observer at last year's North ameri-~ 
can Conference on Faith and Order. 


RAP ta 


A consultation organised by the Finnish Ecumenical Council to exchange 
information about the proposed integration of the World Council of Churches and 
the International Missionary Council will be held in Finland. Pentecostalist 
Missionary groups, members of the Finnish Missionary Council, are opposed to 
the integration. 

* * 


Pastor Konrad Méckel of a Iutheran church at Kronstadt (Orasul Stalin), 
Siebenbiirgen, Rumania, has been arrested by security police on undisclosed 
charges. He has not, as far as is known, taken sides on political questions. 


% & 


A group of forty well-known figures in the public life of West Germany 
have formed a working committee to oppose "death through nuclear warfare". 
They have appealed to the West German government not to take part in the atomic 
armaments race, and to support attempts to establish an atom-free zone in Eur- 
Ope. Signatories include Professors Helmut Gollwitzer and Hans Iwand, Dr. 
Heinz Kloppenburg, Pastor Martin Niemdller and several members of the parliament 
in Bonn. E.P.S., Geneva 
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A Special Report 


Christian Voices Defend Condemned French Pastor 
Pastor Etienne Mathiot, who had been accused of sheltering Si Ali, an 
active member of the Algerian rebel National Liberation Front (FLN) and taking 
him to Switzerland, was condemned by the French court at Besancon on March 14 
to eight months' imprisonment (see EPS Nos. 1 and 10). 


Two others tried at the same time, Francine Rapiné, a young Catholic girl 
_ student, and Ben Abderhamane, an Algerian student, were both sentenced on char- 
' ges of aiding the Algerian rebels. Francine Rapiné was condemned to three 
years imprisonment and Ben Abderhamane to three months. 


The sentences were imposed after the court had reserved judgment for a 

» week. The judges found that Pastor :iathiot had "gone beyond the normal limits 

_ of the right of asylum which he had intended to honour" because he was aware 

that Si Ali was sought by the police. "Such acts," the judgment said, "cannot 

_ be justified by invoking ideological sentiments as has been done by the accused - 
right of asylum, the exercise of Christian charity even towards one's enemies, 
the need for North Africans to escape the police or other agents. In fact 

_ Pastor Mathiot knowingly helped Francine Rapiné in obviously treasonable acti- 
vity and inevitably himself must incur a rather serious prison sentence." 


At the trial a group of well-knowm witnesses testified on behalf of Pastor 
Mathiot. They supported the five hundred letters written by Christians to say 
- that Mathiot is recognized in the area where he works for his practical Chris- 
tian conduct and bearing. Practically all the witnesses took a stand against 
the use of torture and the prosecution of the war in Algeria. 


Pastor Georges Casalis of Strasbourg, recently back from Algeria, told the 
court: "In Algeria magistrates of integrity are beside themselves; they don't 
_know what to do any more. People are tortured as soon as they are arrested. 

Hathiot's arrest has not surprised me. For a long time he has been confronting 
; us all with questions of real gravity. There are valid and objective motives 
that justify acts like his. We belong to a generation of Christians torn 
_ between two forms of violence and we reject such a monstrous state of affairs. 
- It is much better to be ready to compromise oneself, to open the eyes of our 
_ Neighbours and save the honour of our country. There can be no question of 
remaining 'pure' in this dramatic situation." 


M. André Philip, former minister in the fighting French government, said 
_ he had heard Mathiot preach at St. Etienne on "what he referred to as 'Pilatism'. 


He has refused to be a Judas or a Pontius Pilate," said M. Philip. "He has 
_ chosen to be a good Samaritan. Above all he is an obedient man. There are 
_ tortures worse than death because they destroy the soul. That is what he has 


resisted. As French minister in London I once dismissed certain magistrates 
_ and police officers who have since made a brilliant career for themselves! 1 
ati Opposed to secret police who make a mockery of justice." 


M. Nicolay, executive officer of the local temperance organisation, the 
Blue Cross, at Belfort, concluded his testimony in favour of the accused pastor 
im by bursting out, "Since M. Mathiot went to prison we have lost a great soul at 
a Belfort". 
‘FP 


Writing in the Paris daily, "Le Monde", on the significance of the trial, 
_ Professor Roger iiehl of the Strasbourg faculty of theology described the pro- 
_ ceedings as "putting on trial the general recourse to the use of torture in 
Algeria". The article in "Le Monde" concluded: "The moment comes when one 
must obey God rather than men even though one knows that the moral, if not legal, 
violation of the customary rules ensuring national solidarity is a grave matter. 
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Paul Ricoeur has written of the accused man that ‘his case arises from the in- 
vocation of an ethic of distress’, Whatever the outcome of the trial we all 
have a duty to demand of the state and the government that they should no 

longer tolerate the perpetual submission of the French conscience to the strains 
imposed by such appalling Situations, the cruel choices arising in such tight 
corners. Let us be under no illusion: while the system of torture is with 

us, so long as there is no just settlement to end the war in Algeria, there 


will be more of these situations. It is not the state's business to tear men's 
consciences in pieces." 


Pastor Albert Finet writes in the French weekly "Réforme": "So many things 
happen daily in France and in the world that the Besancon trial might fade into 
the forgetfulness that hides a multitude of facts; but I doubt it. In the 
small space of this narrow room were respected men, knowledgeable and holding 
important posts. A young and fiery crowd made its indictment of those in 
power, or, at the very least, of those among them responsible for a policy 
judged to be disastrous and unworthy. And the appointed defenders of the group 
in power were not at all sure of their case. It is a sign." 


Under the heading "Guilty of Christianity" the Roman Catholic French weekly, 
"Témoignage Chrétien", writes: "It has happened that two authentic Christians 
have quite simply put again to the world of the little Caesars the explicit 
problem of the right claimed by the Christian conscience; to exist as such, 
with its proper claims, which are so exorbitant in the opinion of all who, to 
use the expression of one of the lawyers, ‘want us to Change our ideals every 
time the government changes its policy". EH.P.S., Geneva 


Recent Periodicals 


The Student World 


"Orthodoxy and the Ecumenical Movement" is the title of the first 1958 
issue of The Student World, magazine of the World's Student Christian Federa- 
tion. Metropolitan James of Melita, the representative in Geneva of the Ecu- 
menical Patriarch of Constantinople, and of the Orthodox Patriarchs of Alexan- 
dria, Antioch and Jerusalem, has contributed the leading article, and Francis 
House has written on "The Federation, the Ecumenical Movement and the Easter 
- Churches". Heikki Kirkinen, a lecturer in the Orthodox Priests' Seminary in 
Finland and a member of the WSCF Executive Committee, has described the reactions 
of Orthodox students to the ecumenical encounter, and Father C.-J. Dumont deals 
with "Roman Catholicism and the Orthodox Churches", Other articles are en- 
titled "Worship in the Ecumenical Movement - An Orthodox View', “Bible and 
Tradition in the Orthodox Church", "The Place and Significance of the Congre- 
gation in Orthodoxy", “Russian Orthodoxy Today", "Ancient Oriental Churches 
Today, Their Unity and Divisions", and "The.Syrian Churches in India". 

| World Communiqué — 

The Inter-Movement Aid programme of the Jorld Alliance of YMCAs is reviewed 
in an issue of World Communigué just published by the World Alliance of YiCAs in 
Geneva. Following the cail to all national YMCA movements at the 1955 World 
Centennial Conference at Paris, 25 new fraternal secretaries representing 12 
movements have gone to serve with YMCAs in 22 countries. This Centennial Ex- 
tension Programme appealed to every association to undertake greatly increased 
efforts for multiplying urgently needed developments, so that the YMCA might 
bear more effective Christian witness locally, nationally and around the world. 


The publication reports that the North American YMCAs' World Service Pro- 
gramme, with an annual budget of over 1} million dollars, has 46 men serving in 
e7? countries. Many of the larger and smaller national movements are taking 
-©enewed and active interest in the YiiCAs' Inter-Movement Aid programme. 

. E.P.S., Geneva 
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No State Religion in United Arab Constitution 


(Damascus) - All religions are equal before the law, according to the new 
provisional constitution of the United Arab Republic. There is no stipulation 
for a state religion. 


Previous constitutions of Egypt have stated that "Islam is the religion of 
the State", while Syrian constitutions of recent years do not mention a State 
religion but aah ee ac that "the religion of the president of the Republic 
should be Islam 


The omission of any reference to Islam in the provisional constitution 
has been attributed to the insistence of leaders of the Syrian Socialist Re- 
naissance Party, one of whom is a Christian. 


Christians make up 16 per cent of Syria's four million population, and 
have been influential in both the economic and political life of the country. 
On the other hand, Egyptian Christians have reported difficulties in recent 
years in getting equal opportunities in government and economic circles. 
Christians in Egypt make up ten per cent of the population. E.P.5., Geneva 
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Waldensian Moderator Commends Italian Court 


(St. Paul, Minnesota) - The "brave and courageous attitude" of the Italian court 
which convicted Bishop Pietro Fiordelli of Prato was praised by Dr. Achille 

Deodato, moderator of the Waldensian Church in Italy, now visiting the United 
States. 


Dr. Deodato, speaking in St. Paul, Minnesota, said that the recent con- 
viction of the Roman Catholic bishop on charges of defaming a couple married 
in a civil ceremony might have good consequences if it makes Italians aware 
that "pressure by the Vatican in civil affairs has gone too far". 


Speaking of his own church, Pastor Deodato, who is also president of the 
Federal Council of Evangelical Churches of Italy, said that "we do not try to 
antagonize the Roman Catholic Church. We want to give Italy a positive presen- 
tation of the Gospel." E.P.S., Geneva 


US_ Protestants Urged to Take Political Responsibility 


_ (Washington, D.C.) - Protestants are "neglecting their responsibility" for 

H political action, and are often ineffective when they try to influence govern-— 
ment decisions. That is the opinion of Dr. E. Clinton Gardner, professor of 
Christian ethics at Candler School of Theology at Emory University in Atlanta, 
Georgia. 
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Speaking to a four-day national conference on the Church and Political 
Order, sponsored by the Methodist Board of Temperance, Dr. Gardner called for 
a "careful examination of the meaning of separation of Church and State" to 
find ways in which “religious forces may cooperate across church and even faith 
lines in the effort to achieve common goals and ends". 
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Criticising what he called the "widespread tendency to regard politics as 
a dirty business", Dr. Gardner said that what is needed "is not cynicism and 
self-righteous withdrawal by Christians, but more concern and participation in 
political life by those church members and others who deplore the existing 
corruption". E.P.S., Geneva . 


Britain, New Zealand Send Aid for Indonesia 


(Geneva) - Churches in New Zealand and the United Kingdom have responded to an : 
appeal to aid Christians in Indonesia. 


A total of $2,100 from New Zealand and $2,800 from the United Kingdom have ‘ 
been received in the office of the Division of Inter-Church Aid and Service to i 
Refugees of the World Council of Churches on March 24, following an appeal i 
issued on March 18 asking for $40,000 to buy rice and other goods and $10, 000 
for the purchase of drugs for Indonesian Christian hospitals. i 


The appeal was the result of a meeting in Singapore of representatives of bY 
the East Asia Christian Conference, the National Council of Churches in Indone- ¢ 
sia, the Malayan Christian Council and Church World Service, relief agency of 
the National Council of the Churches of Christ in the USA. E.P.S., Geneva 
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Controversy Looms for All-German Synod Meeting 


(Berlin) ~ A controversial session is shaping up for the April 26 to 30 meeting 
of the All-~German Synod of the Evangelical Church in Germany. 


The synod, which meets annually and includes churches from both East and 
West Germany, will hold its sessions in both the eastern and western sections of 
Berlin, and will discuss "The Church‘and Education", a subject that will include 
consideration of the whole question of confirmation and youth rites. 


At the same time, a controversy regarding a stand on atomic warfare has de- 
veloped between two groups within the church. A group of German Christians 
around the "Church Brotherhoods", made up of pastors and laymen who led the 
church's fight against Hitler, has urged the synod to take a stand against 
nuclear armament and atomic warfare (see EPS No. 1a }is 


In replying to the demand, Provost Hans Asmussen, a retired prominent offi- 
Cial of the EKD, has warned against oversimplifying the issues involved and 
"giving the impression that all that is needed to save us from atomic warfare 
is for Christians in Western Germany to start an atomic strike". 


People who consider a protest movement against nuclear weapons more impor- 
tant than the care of young people through baptism, religious instruction and 
confirmation, he said, evidently regard "the body as more important than the 
soul, politics as more important than the Church, survival as more important 
than life in accordance with the word of God. People who are more afraid of 
atomic weapons than of the death of the soul have already betrayed every article 
of the Christian faith." 


Provost Asmussen said that the groups asking the synod to express its agree- 
ment or disagreement on a set of ten basic principles did not mention the fact 
that "the first thing we must do as representatives of the Church is to be 
called to repentance and prayer", E.P.5., Geneva 


Bishop Reeves Distressed at Banning of Anglican Priest 


( Johannesburg) - The Rt. Rev. Ambrose Reeves, the Anglican Bishop of Johannes- 
burg, is "greatly distressed" because the Rev. Charles Hooper, an Anglican 
priest, has been forbidden to enter the jfrican reserves around Zeerust. 


“While Mr. Hooper has been hampered in his work for some time," Bishop 
Reeves said, "this has taken place for no other reason than that he has exer-— 
cised faithfully that Christian compassion which any minister of the Gospel 
ought to show in the kind of critical situation in which the Church has found 
itself in the Zeerust area during these last months. But far more serious ... 
is the fact that many hundreds of our faithful church people have suddenly been 
deprived of the ministry of the Word and Sacraments." 


_ Mr. Hooper was banned from the reserves by Dr. H.F. Verwoerd, the Minister 
of Native Affairs. E.P.S., Geneva 


- Documentary Film Reviews Russian Church Developments 


(Moscow) - A forty-minute documentary film, "High Service", reviewing develop- 
ments within the Russian Orthodox Church, has been completed in Moscow. Dedi- 
cated to Patriarch Alexei of Moscow, the film records visits paid to Russia in 
recent years by church leaders, including the Anglican Archbishop of York and 
leaders of the National Council of the Churches of Christ in the USA. 
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The film largely covers events during and after World War II, and depicts 
church ceremonies in \foscow, Leningrad and Pskov, one of the oldest centres of 
Russian Orthodoxy. Also shown are activities in monasteries, seminaries and 
theological academies. E.P.8., Geneva 


UK Free Churches Not Ready for Unity, Survey Shows 


(Folkestone, England) — A majority of Free Church councils in the United King- 
dom do not think the "time is ripe" for organic unity between the Free Churches 
in the country, according to survey results announced late this month at the 
annual meeting of the Free Church Federal Council in Folkestone, England. 


Commenting on the survey, Dr. Hugh Martin, a leading Baptist and former 
council moderator, said that apparently the Free Churches, by their refusal to 
join together, were going to fail "to deal with the movement of great masses of 
the population into new areas and new towns where we are not meeting the situ- 
ation and cannot meet it in denominational terms". 


Dr. Ernest A. Payne, the moderator of the Federal Council, made a plea for 
further experiments with union churches officially linked to more than one 
denomination. 


Karlier, Dr. Geoffrey F. Fisher, Archbishop of Canterbury, had asked that 
the Church of England be "let in on" any theological discussions between the 
Free Churches. 


"If you are having theological discussions," he said, “it is a jolly good 
thing to do, but could we not be let in in some way by the back door as obser- 
vers or under the table, because we want to know what you think for our own ad- 
vantage? The basis of the whole ecumenical movement is that we talk with as 
many members of the family as possible, and what I am trying to establish is 
that in this country the Free Churches and the Church of England are of the same 


family and nothing else at all." 


The council asked its executive group “as a matter of urgency to consider 


the nature of the next steps to be taken in promoting the closer relations of 


the Free Churches". 


The council drew attention to "the growing demand that Britain should give 
a lead to the world by declaring her willingness to suspend immediately the 
manufacture and testing of her own nuclear weapons by foregoing the building of 
missile bases in these islands and by grounding H-bomb aircraft". 


In other action the council asked the British Council of Churches to name 
a committee to examine the religious and social aspects of artificial insemi- 
nation. E.P.S., Geneva 


YMCA Joins in Counsellor Exchange Programme 


(Geneva) - The World Alliance of YMCAs reports that its World Y Educational 
Travel organisation is receiving applications from students, teachers and 
social workers for its 1958 programme, which includes three months in the Uni- 


ted States as camp counsellors. 


The programme, begun four years ago by the Association for World Travel 
Exchange, provides opportunities for qualified young people to visit the United 
States, and introduces an international emphasis into camp life. The programme 
is now sponsored by voluntary and governmental agencies. 


During 1957, 129 counsellors from sixteen countries of Europe, the Middle 


East, Africa and Asia took part. E.P.S., Geneva 
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Bishop May Speaks on Austrian Concordat Negotiations with Vatican 


(Vienna) - In a speech this month looking at the changes in the Austrian Pro- 


testant churches since 1945, Bishop Gerhard May has expressed the fear that 
the existing good relations between State and Church and between Roman Catho- 
lics and Protestants in Austria will break down under the "bewildering change 
in the negotiations for a concordat". A recent note from the Vatican to the 
Austrian government has refused to negotiate a new concordat for the country 
(see EPS No. TW ) 


Bishop May of the Protestant Church in Austria has pointed out that the de- 
mands of the Vatican are particularly dangerous to Protestant education. Un- 
der the concordat, set up in 1934 and still legally valid, the Roman Catholic 
Church has the right to build schools with a state subsidy, Bishop May said, 
and added that the concordat expressly declares that this project is intended 
"to provide a basis for the development of official Catholic state schools". | 


This would, Bishop May said, undermine all that has been achieved in Pro- 
testant education during the last ninety years, and surrender the majority of 
the 62,000 Protestant school children ontirely to Catholic influence. "That 
must never happen," he said. 


Because of the current political situation, Bishop May said it was his 
Opinion that it would prove impossible to moot the demands of the Vatican, but, 
he warned, Protestants must keep constantly on the alert because Rome has "tre- 
mendous staying power". E.P.S., Geneva 


In Brief 


Dr. Abbe L. Warnhuis, 81, retired minister of the Reformed Church in America 


and well-known church leader, died on March 17 at Bronxville, New York. D2» 


Warnshuis was secretary of tho International Missionary Council for more than 


twenty years, serving in New York, London and the Far East. Later he was vice- 


president of Church World Service, the relief agency of the National Council 
of the Churches of Christ in the USA. 


x # 


Dr. August Bach, East German government official, has been named to succeed 


_ the late Dr. Otto Nuschke as president of the Christian Democratic Union in the 


German Democratic Republic. Speaking at a recent party meeting at Halle, Ger- 
many, the new president said that recognition of the DDR and rejection of the 


_ treaty concerning spiritual care in the armed forces "are and will remain" the 
_ crucial tests which show the attitude of the Evangelical Church toward workers 


and farmers. 
* * 
Spanish Protestants hold prayer services this month throughout the country , 


asking for a solution to the "grave problem" involving the marriage of non- 
Catholics in civil ceremonies. Present laws provide that non-Catholics may 


be legally married in Spain in a civil ceremony, but the General Office of 


Registry of the Spanish government says that ‘conversion to Protestantism is 


ph not in itsclf proof of non-Catholicism". Protestant church officials point 


out that many Protestant young people want to marry but cannot in the face of 


_ the present laws. 
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Thirty-two business and professional men, members of the Assemblies of God, 
made a ten-day tour this month of their denomination's missionary work in 
Central America, travelling in eight privately owned planes. 


ma Mle 


Plans are under way to make Spanish translations of Billy Graham's weekly 
radio programme, "The Hour of Decision". Mr. Graham has just finished an 
evangelistic campaign in the Caribbean and in Central America, where he addressed 
400,000 persons. A total of about 20,700 "decisions for Christ" were recorded. 


ok 


Bishop Jacinthe Demetrius Gad has been named by Pope Pius XII as Titular 
_ Bishop of Gratianopolis and Apostolic Exarch for Byzantine Rite Catholics in 
Greece. The appointment was made after the faculty of the Greek Orthodox 


ee 


Theological School at the University of Athens had sent a letter to the Pope 
asking him not to name a successor to Bishop George Calavassy, who held the 
a) post until his death last November. The Orthodox faculty said that the pres- 
1 ence of Eastern Rite Catholics in Greece disrupts the unity of the Greek people 
and hurts relations between the Eastern Orthodox and Roman Catholic churches. 
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The next German Evangelical Kirchentag is to be held in Munich from August 


5 


y After months of negotiation, the Church of South Mahratta, in the north of 
Mysore Province, has decided to join the Church of South India. It was ori- 
‘ginally founded by the Basel Mission and has about 7,000 members. Its affili- 
ation to the Church of South India will be officially celebrated at Whitsunday, 
May 25. j 


* i 


The theological faculty of Utrecht has invited Professor L.J. Pap of Buda- it 
pest to Utrecht to continue his research work. He is a former student of the ik 
theological faculty there. 


ee 


The authorities of the German Democratic Republic (DIR) have refused to 
grant entrance visas to cighteen Protestant pastors and laymen from Westphalia, 
who wished to visit congregations in the Cottbus district. The proposed visit % 
was in connection with an inter-church visiting programme arranged by the Church ‘A 
of Westphalia and the churches in Cottbus. . K.P.S., Geneva 
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Chancellor Adenauer Meets Representatives of EKD 


(Bonn) ~ Representatives of the Council of the Evangelical Church in Germany 
(EKD) met with Chancellor Konrad Adenauer late in March to discuss the problem 
of atomic weapons. 


The churchmen, including Bishops Otto Dibelius, Hanns Lilje and Volkmar 
 Herntrich and Church President Joachim Beckmann, called the West German chan- 
cellor's attention to the resolutions of the Central Committee of the World 
Council of Churches and of the Commission of the Churches on International 
Affairs concerning the whole problem of atomic warfare (see BPS No. 29, 1957). 
The resolutions, adopted last August, advocated multilateral or unilateral re- 
nunciation of nuclear weapons, and have been sent to governments by member 
churches of the WCC. 


Dr. Adenauer expressed his full agreement with the five-point programme 
prepared by the CCIA, and said he considered it one of the main tasks of his 
government to encourage every possible step towards general disarmament. At 
the same time, the chancellor said he shared the anxiety of the Evangelical 
Church and Protestant churches as a whole concerning nuclear tests and the pro- 
duction of atomic weapons. Dr. Adenauer added, however, that it was the duty 
of the Federal Government to keep in mind the freedom and security of the Ger- 
man people. E.P.S., Geneva 
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French Protestant Federation Protests Actions in Algeria 


(Paris) - The Council of the French Protestant Federation has protested again 
against cruelties committed in Algeria. After a meeting in Paris late in 
March, the Federation said: "These abuses go on constantly. More and more, 
pastors, teachers and parents tell us about their anxiety that, because of the 
_ actions in Algeria, so many young people are becoming confused, sceptical or 
cynical. For many of these young people this means that they are deprived of 
the actual meaning of their lives. Whatever judgment one might pronounce on 
the way of action of Pastor Etienne Mathiot, his gesture was a visible proof 
of the present atmosphere of anxiety and OR RY 


The Federation Council maintained that no one in France has the right to 
shut himself up in convenient and guilty ignorance, and called on government 
authorities to put an end to all agitation in Algeria. E.P.S., Geneva 


Refugee Pastors Acguitted 


(Berlin) - Pastors Hans Gerber and Erich Rommel, who fled from the German Demo- 
cratic Republic into West Berlin last December, have been acquitted by the Dis- 
ciplinary Board of the Church of Berlin-Brandenburg. Disciplinary proceedings 
against the two pastors were begun late in December by their church. At the 

time the church pointed out that in accordance with his ordination vows every Re 
minister must stay with his congregation. However, Since the proceedings re- Re 
vealed that the two pastors had been in personal danger, they were not prosecut- a3 
ed. ith 


Authorities said they recognised the directive of the church government fe 
that a Protestant pastor should be ready to accept personal suffering and sac- 


rifice as a part of his ministry. They maintained, however, that this could 
not be imposed on the pastors, but should be left to their own decision and 
acceptance. E.P.S., Geneva 


4 Two US Church Groups Ask Nuclear Ban 


Two national church groups in the United States went on record late in 
March opposing the testing of nuclear weapons. 


The General Brotherhood Board of the Church of the Brethren, meeting in 
Elgin, Illinois, asked the United States government to use all deliberate speed 
"to negotiate with the Soviet Union for an end to the testing of nuclear Bi 
weapons", tp 

Regretting that "the arms race continues unabated", the board, however, Hy 
commended the US for taking several steps "to help develop an atmosphere of Pit 
trust and confidence between our nation and Russia". The steps cited were i 
participation in the international agency for peaceful uses of atomic energy, ty 
the International Geophysical Year and a cultural exchange agreement. The 
board said: "The Christian conscience calls for a halt and a retreat from the Mh 
present suicidal arms race while there is yet time and opportunity". 


Meeting in Dayton, Ohio, the Commission on Christian Social Action of the ea 
Evangelical United Brethren Church asked for a two or three year ban on the 1 
testing of nuclear weapons. The group also recommended extension of cultural i) 
exchanges between Russia and the United States to include clergymen, farmers, ) 
_ iabourers and business executives. E.P.S., Geneva 


(Cologne, Germany) - Plans to re-establish a Cistercian abbey in Altenberg, 
‘near Cologne, and to use the cathedral there as the abbey church, have been 
_ cancelled by the Roman Catholic Church, ending a year-long conflict between the 
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_the official state agreement drawn up over a century ago, granting equal rights 


the project had been abandoned, was hailed by Protestant leaders of the Rhine- 
- land as an “important contribution toward the preservation and strengthening of 


Catholic-Protestant Dispute Over German Cathcdral Ends 


Roman Catholic and the Protestant churches in the Rhineland. 
Protestants have regarded the proposed Catholic project as a violation of 
to both confessions in using the cathedral. The cathedral was restored by 


King Frederick William III on the condition that it should serve as a parish 
church for both Protestants and Catholics. 


The announcement by Joseph Cardinal Frings, Archbishop of Cologne, that 


confessional peace". E.P.S., Geneva 


German Government, Church leader Consider Refugee Problem 


(Kassel, Germany) - Better coordination of aid to refugees, expellees and re- 
_ patriates has been urged by Bishop Reinhard Wester, the refugee programme com- 
missioner for the Evangelical Church in Germany (EKD). 


Speaking at Kassel at a conference between EKD leaders and government rep-= 


_ Yesentatives, Bishop Wester urged West German Christians "to turn good will 
into helpful deed lest the refugees from the East be forced toward nihilism 


because of disappointment and despair". The meeting was called to discuss the 


possibilities of a more efficient and rapid integration of refugees from the 


Soviet Zone into the social life of West Germany. 


The government Minister for Refugee Affairs, Dr. Theodore Oberlaender, 


described the aid of refugees as "a sort of first installment toward the cost 
of German reunification". 


Since 1949, two million residents of East Germany have come into West Ger- 
many. More than 261,000 crossed the border during 1957. About 78 per cent of 
the refugees have been Protestants and 15 per cent Roman Catholics. 

E.P.S., Geneva 


Committee Named for International Protestant Radio Station 


(Zurich) - A sponsoring committee, made up of representatives of the Swiss 
national and free churches, has been formed to study and promote an internation- 


al Protestant broadcasting station in Switzerland. The committee has already 


agreed on a general outline of the functioning of the planned broadcasting 
station. The proclamation of the Gospel is to be its only purpose. It is to 
be administered by a group of Christians "who profess Jesus Christ as God and 
Saviour and who witness to the Bible as the guiding force of their faith and 
mate", 


The broadcasting station is planned to be at the disposal of churches and 
church institutions both from Switzerland and abroad. All programmes which 
might disturb relationships between different confessions or which might inter- 
fere with Swiss neutrality are excluded. The radio station will not have any 
commerical interests, and will be a non-profit-making organisation. 
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The members of the sponsoring committee feel that the Christian Church of 
today can no longer do without the use of modern technical inventions, such as 
press, film, radio and television, in order to expand and deepen Christian 
faith. They also point out there are already forty-five Protestant broad- 
casting stations outside Hurope, whereas there is not a single one in Europe. 
In some European countries, they add, there are no Protestant radio programmes. 


The General Assembly of the Swiss Protestant Federation discussed this 
project at last year's meeting,in June. For financial and technical reasons 
it decided that at present it could not assume responsibility for a broadcasting 
Station of this kind (see EPS Nos. 25 and 43, 1957). E.P.S., Geneva 


Archbishop Makarios Gives Manuscript to Us University 


(Boston, Mass.) - Archbishop Makarios has given an ancient Greek manuscript of 
portions of the New Testament Gospels to Boston University's School of Theology. 


The manuscript, believed to date from the tenth century, is from the 
archives of the Greek Orthodox Archdiocese of Cyprus, and contains twenty-three 
chapters of luke, six chapters of John, twelve chapters of Mark and three chap- 
ters of Matthew. E.P.S., Geneva 


Swiss Canton Ends Ban on Catholic Teachers 


(Herisau, Switzerland) - The tiny Swiss canton of Appenzell Outer Rhodes has 
ended an anti-Roman Catholic tradition that dated back to the sixteenth century 
by voting to make Catholic teachers eligible for posts in the communal schools. 


In 1597, when the Reformation split the canton of Appenzell into the Pro- 
testant Outer Rhodes and the Catholic Inner Rhodes, Catholics were barred from 
teaching in the schools of the Protestant area. The vote admitting Catholic 
teachers in Outer Rhodes schools was 1,654 to 1,254. K.P.S., Geneva 


EKD Lists Points for "Encounter with Foreigners" 


(Frankfurt ) - In view of the growing number of foreign workers and students in 
Germany, the Foreign Office of the Evangelical Church in Germany has issued a 
brochure stressing the necessity for a more responsible attitude towards the 
newcomers. 


Among other things, the brochure, entitled "Nine Points Concerning Our 
Encounter With Foreigners", contains the following statement: "Most non-Chris- 
tian foreigners come from countries and areas where the churches have been en- 
gaged in missionary work for a number of years. In spite of all their sad 
experiences with European colonial governments, most of them are under the im- 
pression that in our continent there are only Christian countries and Christian 
people! 


“When, later on, they come to our countries they are very surprised that 
our economic and political life bear so little witness to the fact that they 
are part of the life of an almost 100 per cent Christian population. To start 
with, the only thing we can do in such a situation is to show these foreigners, 
by our simple human relationships with them and our readiness to help them and 
make them feel at home, that we are interested in them as persons and not as 
objects of our missionary activities. 
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"Experience has shown that these personal contacts may very well lead to 
serious and frank discussions about the Christian faith and other religions. 
However, the mere fact that in our country we have a large number of foreigners 
does not mean at all that it is God's will that we should make every effort to 
'convert' them. It means a great deal if, just through their personal encoun- 
ter with us, these young people from abroad feel something of the power of love 
by which, almost two thousand years ago, the early Christian Church turned the 
world upside down." . E.P.S., Geneva 


In Brief 


Two officials of the Seventh-Day Adventist denomination made a week's tour 
of Yugoslavia late in March. There are about 60,000 Adventists in Yugoslavia, 
served by forty-four ministers in 112 churches. Leaders of the Serbian Ortho- 
dox Church have noted recently the “increased activity" of the Adventist and 
other non-Orthodox groups in the country. 


* * 


Four hundred different titles have been published by the Council on Chris- 
tian Literature for Overseas Chinese in Hong Kong during its six years of 
activity. While Hong Kong is still a principal market for literature sales 
of council-produced work, sixty per cent of the goods go overseas, chiefly to 
Formosa and Malaya. 


* * 


From April 7 to 15 the Ecumenical Community of Liturgical Choir Singers 
from Germany, the Netherlands, Sweden and Luxemburg will meet for the second 


_ time in Uppsala, Sweden. Each choir taking part in this congress will present 


typical music and liturgy, giving an opportunity for comparison and study. 


* * 


March 5 was marked by two events at Libamba, in the Cameroons. The joint 
College of the Presbyterian Church and the Evangelical Church of the Cameroons 
was inaugurated, and the new chapel was dedicated. The ceremony was held 
according to the liturgy of the French Reformed Church, and among those present 
were a number of church representatives. 


e & 


Methodist Bishop Sante Uberto Barbieri, one of the presidents of the World 
Council of Churches, has recently visited the Protestant churches in Italy. 
He lectured on Methodism at the Theological Faculty of the Waldensian Church 
at Rome, and spoke to several Methodist parishes in different areas of Italy, 
and in the Waldensian valley of Piedmont. 


ae. 


The Protestant Centre of Mass Media Techniques in Paris is planning a 
catalogue of religious records and slides on French Protestantism. Speeches 
and lectures will be recorded, and put at the disposal of Protestant parishes. 
The centre will also be responsible for establishing contacts with professional 
groups in the field of the cinema. 
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The Rev. Federico Vincenzo of the Pentecostal Church of Raffadali, in 
Sicily, has been denounced by the Italian Public Prosecutor for holding a 
marriage ceremony for a couple whose civil marriage was registered in another 
parish in the same district. According to the Federal Council of Evangelical 
Churches, the denunciation, the first of its kind, violates Article 26 of a 
1930 regulation providing that a Protestant minister is allowed to perform 
marriage ceremonies in either the parish where he lives or in the parish where 
the couple will live. ) 


* * 
During 1957 at least one complete book of the Bible was published for the 
. first time in eighteen new languages, according to an announcement from the 


United Bible Societies. This brings the total number of languages in which 
at least a book has been published to 1,127. 


x & 


- Mrs. Dorothy Garrett, wife of the Rev. John Garrett, director of the 
Ecumenical Press Service, died in Geneva on March 25. E.P.S., Geneva 
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Japan Christians Plan wid for A-Bomb Victims 


(Tokyo) — Japanese Christians are launching a three-year programme to aid 
victims who are still suffering from the effects of the atomic bombing of 
Hiroshima and Nagasaki. 


The new programme, directed by Japan Church World Service in cooperation 
With the National Christian Council of Japan, is a result of a recent intensive 
survey in the two cities by a team led by Dr. Sam H. Franklin, professor of 
Christian ethics at Tokyo Union Theological Seminary. 


According to the report, “the range and depth of misery caused by atomic 
bombing... strengthens the impression that in many ways this tragedy is quali- 
tatively unique in its effect on human life and in the demand it makes on 
society as a whole to alleviate the suffering of its victims". 


Centres will be maintained in the two cities to coordinate relief work 
already being done, to distribute supplies, to carry on case work with individ- 
vals and families affected ty the bombing, to do group work with youths, to 
give vocational training to bomb victims and to widows and orphans, and to 
carry on Christian evangelism. 


According to the survey committee, "there is a tremendous area of need 
- where practically nothing is being done". In Hiroshima, 870 families of bomb 
victims receive government help; in Nagasaki, the figure is 491. But, 
officials state, five or six times that number need similar help. 

H.P.S., Geneva 
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WCC-YWCA Discuss Problems of Women 


(Geneva) - As the result of a three-day study in Geneva on the Christian approach 
to women's questions, subjects about which "Christian groups have specific con- 
tributions to make" have been selected for "concentrated action" by the Depart- 
ment on the Cooperation of Men and Women in Church and Society of the World 
Council of Churches. 


The study group, called jointly by the WCC department and the World YWCA, 
met at the John Knox House. At the same time, the Commission on the Status of 
Women of the United Nations was in session. The group suggested special efforts 
toward establishing a minimum age of 16 for marriage for both boys and girls, 
the free consent of both sexes in choosing a marriage partner, and the public 
registration of the marriage. The group was told that in many countries thou- 
sands of girls and boys have no say in selecting the person they will marry, 
while countless girls, many of them only six years of age, are virtually sold 
into marriage. It was also decided to work for the abolition of ritual prac- 
tices and operations, especially in Africa, "which defile and mutilate the 
physical integrity of thousands of girls, and affect their emotional, psycho- 
logical and mental growth, as well as their physiological well-being for the 
rest of their lives". 


Under the heading of political rights, the group called for "the access of 
women to public office and functions both in the state and in the Church". 


As a first step in following up the study, the Department of Men and Women 
of the World Council is asking representatives if their churches have considered 
these questions and taken a stand before their governments. The department is 
also asking for other current concerns that should be presented to the Commis- 
sion on the Status of Women of the United Nations. K.P.S., Geneva 


CCIA Official Writes on Persecution in Colombia 


( Chicago) - The downfall of the Rojas Pinilla regime in Colombia has brought a 
decrease in violence against Evangelicals or Protestants, but "the repressive 
decrees of the discredited dictatorship remain", according to an article in 
the April 9 Christian Century, non~denominational weekly. 


The article is by the Rev. Dr. Richard M. Fagley, executive secretary of 
the Commission of the Churches on International Affairs, a joint agency of the 
International Missionary Council and the World Council of Churches. 


In his article Dr. Feagley says that "while the incidents of persecution, 
so repugnant to conscience, have occupied the limelight, they do not pose the 
fundamental issues of religious freedom". 


"The basic issue is the legal disabilities decreed under the Rojas Pinilla 
dictatorship in 1953-54, for these go to the heart of the question of religious 
liberty in a country of Roman Catholic predominance, as the diverse incidents 
of violence do not." 


The article claims that there are three types of legal or "pseudo legal" 
disabilities against Evangelical Christianity. They are: “those designed to 


eliminate it entirely in two-thirds of the national area; those designed to 


curb severely, in the rest of Colombia, its freedom to evangelise; and those 
designed to restrict its freedom to teach". 
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_ rial Ordered in Congregational/E & R Merger Suit 


(New York) - A suit against last June's merger of the Congregational Christian 
Churches and the Evangelical and Reformed Church has been ordered to be brought 
to trial by a federal judge in New York. 
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today numbering 60,000 persons." 
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In reference to incidents of violence, Dr. Fagley says: "On the larger 
canvas of virtual civil war the tragic motif of religious persecution was 
scratched in - Evangelical chapels desecrated and destroyed, Evangelical schools 
forcibly closed, individual Protestants terrorised, thousands made homeless by 
reason of their Christian allegiance". 


Yet in this tragedy there has been a victory of the spirit, for Evangelical 
Christianity has continued to grow in Colombia, its members and sympathisers 


Dr. Fagley says that the original Roman Catholic proposal for an objective 
inquiry into the alleged persecution and discrimination and into the underlying 
social conditions in Colombia received "a prompt and affirmative response from 
American churchmen who had been in touch with leaders of the Evangelical Con- 
federation of Colombia (CEDEC) over a period of years". 


He referred to a proposal made five years ago by Msgr. Iwigi G. Ligutti, i 
executive director of the U.S. National Catholic Rural Life Conference. The i 
proposal has been revived in a recent issue of the Jesuit weekly, America. ey 


"Over many months there were quiet explorations to clarify the objectives of 
such an inguiry, to assure that it would cover the legal as well as the socio- 
logical aspects of the issues and that it would have a composition and sponsor- 
ship mutually acceptable to Protestant and Catholic leaders." 


Dr. Fagley indicates continued concern that the inquiry go forward "in a 
way calculated to further remedial action". He says, however, that the basic 
denials of religious freedom in Colombia are "clearly reflected in the unre- 


-pealed decrees of the recent dictatorship". H.P.o., Geneva 


Refusing to dismiss the suit, brought by four Congregational churches and 
several laymen and ministers against the United Church of Christ, Judge Archie 
0. Dawson told both sides that it was "unfortunate" that ministers and laymen 
"who purported to abide by Christian principles should engage in this long and 
expensive litigation". 


Following the court's action, Dr. James E. Wagner and Dr. Fred Hoskins, 
co-presidents of the new United Church of Christ, said that the ruling does 


not affect the denomination. They said the judge "did not decide any issue 

of fact one way or the other. There is no injunction against the continuation hs 
of the union. The United Church is actively in force and will continue its : 
work.‘ H.P.S., Geneva . 


Two US Fundamentalist Churches Consider Merger 


(Cincinnati) - A merger of the Wesleyan Methodist Church of America and the 4 
Pilgrim Holiness Church has been recommended by a ten-member joint commission ; 
of the two groups. 


The commission said it found no “insuperable barriers" to merger, and added H 
that doctrinally the two bodies are both in the Wesleyan tradition of funda- 4 
mental early Methodism. The two churches have a combined membership of about 
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90,000 in 2,000 widely scattered congregations in the United States. 


The suggested plan will have to go before the General Conferences of the 
two groups. The Pilgrim Holiness Church holds its meeting this June, while 
the Wesleyan conference is scheduled for June, 1959. E.P.S., Geneva 


UK Baptist Union Approves IMC/WCC Integration 


(London) - The Baptist Union of Great Britain and Ireland has gone on record 
as "seeing no objection in principle to the integration of the World Council 
of Churches and the International Missionary Council". 


At the same time, the Union said it agreed that further thought should be 
given to working out forms of association with the proposed Commission on World 
Mission and Evangelism of the WCC. The Union added that it hoped the Third 
Assembly of the World Council would be postponed until 1961 so that the member 
churches and councils of the WCC and IMC respectively could "engage in serious 
efforts" to inform their constituencies concerning integration. 


The Executive Committee of the WCC voted at its meeting in February to re- 
commend that the Assembly, originally scheduled for 1960, be postponed until 
1961. The final decision will be made by the WCC's Central Committee at its 
meeting in Denmark in August. E.P.S., Geneva 


Scandinavian Primates Accused of "Iisrepresenting" Hungarian Church Life 


(Geneva) - "I regret to state that your letter reveals complete ignorance of 
the laws governing the Evangelical Lutheran Church in Hungary, as passed by 
various synods, and also of the laws of the Hungarian People's Republic," 
writes Dr. Janos Horvath, head of the state llinistry of Church Affairs in 
Budapest. 


The letter is written in reply to the presiding bishops of the Lutheran 
Churches in Scandinavia, who, on February 21, sent a second letter to Dr. Hor- 
vath urging him to allow Bishop Laszlo Ordass and Bishop Zoltan Turoczy freedom 
to exercise their functions in the Lutheran Church in Hungary (see EPS No. 9). 


Ignorance of these laws, continues President Horvath, had led the bishops 
to“false conclusions and mis-statements". President Horvath expresses regret 
that he cannot give the Scandinavian primates a detailed report "on the laws 
zoverning the Hungarian state and churches and on the problems arising". He 
declares that Hungarian Lutherans are quite capable of solving their own prob- 
lems without any "help" from outside, and that "help" so far sent from abroad 
had merely caused confusion, 


He describes the “unfounded and often somewhat brutal revelations of the 
lutheran World Federation in the press and on the radio" as "expressing nothing 
but pressure and Western propaganda", and says they have not increased the 
prestige of the LWF. B.P.S., Geneva 


Ilutherans Active In Hong Kong Relief 


(Geneva) - The Lutheran World Federation's annual report on its relief work in 
Hong Kong in 1957 shows that its Department of World Service contributed over 
$137,000 last year to relief work among refugees there. In addition the 
department distributed food and clothing valued at nearly $930,000. 
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The money has been used for self-help programmes; for vocational training; 
to support students; to set up milk canteens, and to purchase handicrafts and 


works of art made by the refugees for sale overseas. Nearly $48,000 has been 
spent on medical relief. E.P.S., Geneva 


Polish Protestants Rebuild 


(Geneva) - On his return from a three-week visit to Poland, Pastor Daniel 
Cederberg of Sweden has reported to representatives of the Lutheran World Federa- 
tion and the World Council of Churches on the progress made in rebuilding 
lutheran churches in Poland. 


During the current year, he said, four churches are to be rebuilt or re- 
paired, including Trinity Church in Warsaw, which will be consecrated on June 
22. Other churches which are being rebuilt are the Christophorus Church in 
Breslau, a church in Czetochowia for the small Protestant congregation there, 
and the church in Mragowo, the first one to be restored in Masuria, which is 
expected to be ready by the autumn. Both the LWF and the WCC have contributed 
to the reconstruction of these churches. 


It is also planned to restore churches in Teschen, Stettin, Wodiszaw and 
Schweidnitz. Altogether forty-six Protestant churches, which were destroyed 
or badly damaged, are awaiting reconstruction. About $35,000 will be required 
for this purpose. 


Pastor Cederberg made the trip to Poland as the representative of the WCC 
and IWF. } B.P.S., Geneva 


Problem of Training Protestant Teachers in Austria 


{ Vienna) - A teacher training college for men has been opened by the Roman 
Catholic Church in the austrian province of Burgenland, spotlighting the prob- 
lem of training Protestant school teachers. 


According to reports from Protestants in Vienna, the government was planning 
to open a state teacher training college in Burgenland, but the plan was fore- 
stalled by the Roman Catholic Church. 


In Austria, half the training colleges are controlled by Roman Catholics, 
while less than ten per cent of the school children are attending Catholic 
schools. In Burgenland, where 16.5 per cent of the population is Protestant, 
the largest proportion in Austria, all the teacher training colleges are Roman 
Catholic. 


Austrian Protestants point out that the Roman Catholic Church is replacing 
the non-denominational training schools, which have existed for ninety years, 
by Roman Catholic schools. K.P.S., Geneva 


US Churches Protest Against Nuclear Tests 


(Philadelphia) —- Churches continue to speak out against the testing of nuclear 
weapons. In Philadelphia, at Easter, service agencies of three historic peace 
churches released a joint statement, first issued four years ago, calling on 
all countries to outlaw nuclear weapons “unconditionally and permanently". 
Bodies making the plea were the American Friends Service Committee, Mennonite 
Central Committee and Brethren Service Commission. The groups said the state~ 
ment, originally published during Holy Week in 1954, "is four years more urgent" 
today. Declaring that "man cannot serve both Christ and the bomb", the state- 


ment said, "Let us be done with these fearful weapons, regardless of what others 


a 
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do. Whether the bomb is a tool to deter or destroy, it is not the Sign by 
which men conquer." 


The executive secretary of the Methodist Board of World Peace, the Rev. 
Daniel E. Taylor, urged the United States to match "with positive action" Rus- 
sia's announcement that it will suspend nuclear weapons tests. "We should 
Seize upon the occasion with positive action which will burst open the statement 
and open up channels leading to arms limitation and further Safeguards of peace", 
he said. E.P.S., Geneva 


In Brief 


Dr. Kathleen Bliss, prominent Anglican and a member of the Central and Ex-— 
ecutive Committees of the World Council of Churches, has been named as chief 
permanent official of a new board of education designed to coordinate the varied 
activities of the Church of England in the field of education. The appointment 
of Dr. Bliss marks the first time, according to the Manchester Guardian, that a 


woman has been admitted "to the higher ranks of the ecclesiastical civil service", 


ws 


About two thousand Salvationists are working in China, according to Major 
Yin Huong-shun, director of the Chinese Salvation Army. Major Yin said he has 
"soldiers" in twenty-six towns of China and Mongolia, directed from his head- 
quarters in Peking. The Army broke off contacts with its foreign counterparts 
Seven years ago,when all Salvationists from overseas left China. 


ue oe 


The United Nations issued two new stamps on April 14 depicting Westminster 
Central Hall — one of London's best known ilethodist churches - where the first 
General Assembly of the UN was held in 1946. 


* * 


The hand of God creating Man, as depicted by Michelangelo in a painting in 
the Sistine Chapel in the Vatican, will appear on a United States postage stamp 
commemorating the International Geophysical Year. The three-cent stamp will 
be issued on May 31. It is the first to use a religious theme among many being 
issued in connection with the Geophysical Year. 


Sette 


In the United Kingdom, Dr. Martin Niemdller, president of the Church of 
Hesse and Nassau in Germany, speaking to several thousand persons who took part 
in the four-day Easter protest march from London to the Atomic Weapons Research 
establishment in Aldermaston, said that he regretted that theologians were not 
the first to condemn nuclear weapons. Pastor Niemdller told the marchers 
that defence measures themselves have become a form of aggressiveness and the 
continuance of them is "an ever-growing provocation". 


rate ey 


Greek Orthodox Metropolitan Jacobos of Mytilene, 80, died this month of a 
heart attack, a few days before he was to celebrate the fiftieth anniversary 
of his episcopal consecration. Oldest in service among the bishops of the 
Orthodox Church in Greece, iletropolitan Jacobos became head of the island See 
of Mytilene in 1925. 


* * 
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"The Church and Industry", a forty-page pamphlet, has just been published 
= by the British Council of Churches. It is the report of a working committee 
_ directed by the council's Social Responsibility Department, and is an "attempt 
to stimulate thought and interest, rather than to present an agreed statement". 


* * 


Ten Holstein cattle have been shipped to Istanbul by Heifer Project of New 
Windsor, Maryland. The animals will be used to supply fresh milk for the 


patients at the Balikli Hospital in Istanbul, an institution of the Ecumenical 
Patriarchate. 


Wout 


The Serbian Orthodox Church will send a delegation on May 10 to Russia for 
celebrations marking the fortieth anniversary of the restoration of the Moscow 
Patriarchate. Patriarch Vikentije, head of the Serbian church, will not make 
the trip because of ill health. 


ae 


The Church of England has named a commission to revise the Anglican Cate- 
chism "in order that its scope may be enlarged and its language made more suit- 
able for present conditions". . 


Cae sary 


A bill authorising the ordination of women as pastors in the established 
lutheran Church of Sweden has been passed by both houses of parliament. How=- 
ever, the measure has to be approved by the Lutheran Church Convocation at its 
session next autumn. Last October the convocation voted 62 to 36 against 
ordination. 


ay ae 


Dr. Yngve Brilioth, Archbishop of Uppsala and Primate of the Church of 
Sweden, has resigned on reaching the retirement age of 67. Elections will be 
held in the dioceses in June to choose three candidates from among whom King 
Gustaf will name a successor, probably in August. Archbishop Brilioth has 
long been associated with the ecumenical movement, and is a former chairman of 
the Faith and Order Commission of the World Council of Churches. 


ie ae, 


The Rev. E. Philip Eastman, a British Congregationalist, has been named 
general secretary of the International Fellowship of Reconciliation. Now 
assistant secretary of the Free Church Federal Council of Great Britain, Mr. 
Eastman will head the London office of the FoR, a Christian pacifist organi- 
sation. For nine years Mr. Hastman was a staff member of the Commission of 
the Churches on International Affairs. 


it 


Christian life in the German Democratic Republic is being increasingly 
menaced by attacks of "militant atheism", according to a statement from the 
Council of the Church of the Union, which met in Berlin on April 1 - 2 to dis- 
cuss preparations for the All-—German Synod of the Evangelical Church in Germany, 
late this month. The council approved "The Church and Education" as the theme 
_ for the Synod, and also asked for the consideration of the many problems con- 
nected with youth in the DDR (see EPS No. 12). 
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Leaders of the Socialist Party in the German Democratic Republic are calling 
for more intensive propaganda in favour of the state-sponsored secular youth 


dedication. By July, 1958, they are seeking to enlist 50 per cent of the youths 
_ in the confirmation age-group for the 1959 youth dedication. 


* * 


At the Universal Exhibition in Brussels, the Austrian Church will show a 
film, provisionally titled "The Quiet Workers", in the ecumenical pavilion. 


_ It has been produced with the assistance of the Austrian Ministry of Education 


and in close cooperation with the Evangelical Film Guild and the Film Department 


_ of the Council of the Evangelical Church. The hour-long film will be show in 
German and English. 


rie 


In a speech in Bielefeld, Germany, Professor Hans Asmussen has criticised 


visits of Protestant church delegations to Russia. Professor Asmussen also 
said he was against a plebiscite on the question of nuclear armament of West 


Germany. The question, he said, is so complex that it cannot be answered with 


ma simple "yes" or "no". 


oe 


Delegates from churches in West Germany who recently visited the USSR at 


the invitation of the Russian Orthodox Church celebrated Easter with the Luther- 


ans in Riga Cathedral. The HKaster sermon was preached by Dr. Ernst Wiln, 


President of the Church of Westphalia. A week later the delegates attended 


two Easter services of the Russian Orthodox Church in Moscow, celebrated by 
the Patriarch Alexius and Metropolitan Nikolai. 


re 


Si. 


The General Assembly of the Presbyterian Church of Formosa has sent a pro- 
test to the government of Nationalist China on Formosa, pointing out the serious 
consequences of a decree passed by the government forbidding the use of Bibles 


printed in "western" characters. If the decree were enforced it would mean 


that a large proportion of the Christians in Formosa could not read the Bible, 


because they cannot read the characters used in the Mandarin language. 


E.P.S., Geneva 
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Recent Periodicals 


oS ee ee oe ee 


The April International Review of Missions reports in detail on the Assembly 
of the International Missionary Council which was held in Ghana from December 28 
to January 8. Included is an account of the meeting and a report by the Rev. 
Gwenyth Hubble on the thinking of the five groups into which the Assembly was 
divided. Two papers are included which were presented in plenary session: 
The Christian Mission in Asia Today, by U Kyaw Than of Burma, the administrative 
secretary of the East Asia Christian Conference, and Changes in the Patterns of 
Wester Missions, by Professor W. Freytag of Germany. Dr. Hla Bu, chairman of 
the Burma Christian Council, contributed The Christian Encounter > with Buddhism 


in Burma, the paper which he read to the Assembly group studying the the approach 


to the non-Christian faiths. The Rev. Gote Hedenquist, director of the IMC's 
International Committee on the Christian Approach to the Jews, wrote the article 
The "Dialogue" Between Christians and Jews. In The Church in Angola the Rev. 
Gladwyn M. Childs presents some impressions of the situation and prospects there. 


Writers from Christian bodies outside the IMC are also represented. The 
Rev. David J. du Plessis writes on Golden Jubilees of Twentieth Century Pente- 
costal Movements, and the Rev. Harold Lindsell of the United States contributes 
An Appraisal of Agencies not Cooperating with the International Missionary Coun. 
cil Grouping. Accompanying it is an article by Dr. Norman Goodall of the Joint 
IMC-WCC Committee on Evangelicals and the WCC-IMC, 


In addition to regular features, the contents of the April Review include 
the text of the Ghana resolutions accepting "in principle" and for further study 
and interpretation the plan of integration between the World Council of Churches 
and the IMC, and the Revised Directory of IMC constituent councils. 


The Ecumenical Review 


The April issue of the World Council of Churches quarterly devotes most of 
its space to a discussion of the layman and his role in the Church. The issue 
opens with an article on The Role of the Laymen in the Ancient Church, written 
by Professor George Huntston Williams of Harvard. It is followed by The Ecu- 
menical Movement and the Role of the Laity, by Dr. Kathleen Bliss of the United 
Kingdom, The Ministry of the Laity in the Church, by Archpriest N. Afanassief 
of Paris. Other articles on the same subjects include Ye Are the Salt of the 
Earth, by Professor P. Ricoeur of Paris, Christendom in a Secularised World, by 
Dr. Hans Hermann “alz of Germany, and The Laity in the Apostolic Church, by 
the Rev. Hans Ruedi Weber, executive Seer cash of the World Council's Department 
on the Laity. 


A feature of the issue is the article, Some Illusions and Errors, written 
by Dr. Ernest A. Payne, general secretary of the Baptist Union of Great Britain 
and Ireland and vice-chairman of the WCC's Central Committee. The article 
answers attacks on the World Council regarding its action during and after the 
Hungarian emergency in 1956 and criticisms from the small dissident group known 
as the International Council of Christian Churches. 


The Ecumenical Movement, Retrospect and Prospect is by a leading figure in 
that movement, Dr. Samuel McCrea Cavert, who has just retired as executive sec- 


retary in the US of the World Council. 


The issue includes the usual Chronicle, Diary, book reviews and notices of 
new publications. E.P.S., Geneva 
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CCIA Director Urges Suspension of Nuclear Tests 


(New York) - A five-point proposal for ending the testing of atomic weapons 

and bringing about atomic disarmament has been put forward in the United States 
by Dr. 0. Frederick Nolde, director of the Commission of the Churches on Inter- 
national Affairs, on April 18. 


Addressing the annual meeting of the United States Conference of Member 
Churches of the World Council of Churches at Buck Hill Falls, Pennsylvania, Dr. 
Nolde, who is also deanof the Lutheran graduate school of theology in Philadel- 
phia, urged the United States government to consider suspending its approaching 
Series of tests in the Pacific. 


The director of the CCIA, which is a joint agency of the World Council of 
Churches and the International Missionary Council, recalled that the Central 
Committee of the World Council of Churches at its meeting in New Haven, Conn., 
last August had declared that "there is a risk for the sake of peace which 
Christians, especially in countries projecting tests of nuclear weapons, are 
justified in advocating, in the hope of breaking through barriers of distrust. 
They can urge their government," the WCC's Central Committee said, "to declare 
their resolve to forego tests for a trial period, in the hope that others will 
do the same, a new confidence be born, and foundations laid for reliable agree-— 
ments. 
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oe Dr. Nolde's "five propositions", put forward following the recently announ- 
ced suspension of tests by the government of the Soviet Union, say that 


- "The United States should regard as flexible and alterable its decision 
to conduct the tests in the Pacific if unremitting and continuing study produces 
a revised estimate of the importance or necessity of any part or all of the 
Pacific tests; or, if the Soviet Union at any time gives reasonable evidence 
of its readiness to proceed with a sound disarmament programme, the United 
States should be prepared to limit, halt or forego the projected tests; 


° 
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- “An agreement should be sought among the nuclear powers to fix a date 
beyond which no further nuclear weapons tests shall be conducted, with provision 
for inspection under the United Nations and with the understanding that any 
tests conducted prior to the cutoff date shall be subject to international ob- 

' servation under the auspices of the United Nations; 4 


- "An agreement should be negotiated to establish a nuclear test agency : 
_ under the United Nations to which all nuclear powers shall report proposed tests A 
} and which shall have the authority to determine the kinds of tests which are 

permissible and to observe the tests which are approved; 


- "The United States and its allies should seek a regional agreement for 
sharing nuclear resources under such provisions for inspection and control as 
would be feasible and adequate on a world scale when sufficient confidence has 
been established; 


- "Every opportunity should be sought and utilized for cooperation in less 
controversial areas and for advanced technical studies which do not necessarily 
require prior comnitment." 


} The proposals were received by the meeting of the United States Conference 

' for the WCC "with great appreciation". The meeting, which included represen- 

 tatives of nearly all the major Protestant and Orthodox churches in the USA, 

_ "expressed the hope that the various national councils of churches and the 
World Council of Churches will support proposals along similar lines". 


} In his speech introducing the proposals, Dr. Nolde said he was aware of 

the argument that Russia's recent cessation of testing followed conclusion of a 
major test series and that the United States was on the eve of a series of tests. 
He said neither this argument nor the possibility of developing cleaner nuclear 
bombs should interfere with the moral obligation of America to review its de- 
cision to stage the tests. 


"T firmly believe that the United States has a moral obligation speedily, 
perhaps agonizingly, to review its decision not to forego as a separate and in- 
dependent move towards disarmament its projected Pacific tests," Dr. Nolde said. 
"Whatever else may be said, let not an offence to national pride at running i 
second in this race deter the United States from doing what is right. 


"The need for more affirmative action is underscored by the fact that one 
of the important ingredients in the balance of power, upon which peace today 
tenuously rests, is the psychological reaction of people not only in allied 
countries but also in the uncommitted world and in lands under Soviet control," 
the CCIA director declared. 


Dr. Nolde told the meeting that "during the past two weeks the manner in 
which the CCIA and World Council statements on Atomic Tests and Disarmament are 
relevant to the present situation has been forcefully brought to the attention 
of the United States government. The possibilities of a more affirmative re- 
Sorse in order to capitalise on present opportunity, even to the extent of sus- 
pending or foregoing the projected tests in the Pacific, were diligently and 
strenuously explored," he told the 105 delegates attending the meeting. "The 

- decision to proceed with these tests remains unaltered," he added. 
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Dr. Nolde cited the disarmament programme put forward by the UN General 
Assembly and approved by the United States. The proposal, which promises sus- 
pension of nuclear tests in return for effective systems of inspection, the 
stopping of stockpiling, outer space missile control and reduction of armed 
forces, was endorsed in February by Ambassador Henry Cabot Lodge Jun. of the 
USA, who said the first step would be a halt to nuclear testing. 


The words used by Ambassador Lodge, according to Dr. Nolde, "seem to mean 
that the United States is still ready to agree to the immediate cessation of 
nuclear tests everywhere in the world the moment Russia formally agrees to move 
forward on a disarmament programme which will include the various items that 
have been specified", 


Warning that “the process of seeking agreements with the Soviet Union in- 


evitably requires negotiation with the representatives of a government whose 


philosophy and outlook do not inspire confidence", Dr. Nolde recalled what he 
described as "broken promises in many areas". He said that "nevertheless ne- 
gotiations must go forward, and, in the process, reluctance or in some instances 
repugnance can be relieved if criticisms are presented in dignified but unmis- 
takable fashion and if the agreements to be sought are self-operating or veri- 
fiable". E.P.S., Geneva 


Churchmen in US and UK Call for Positive Family Limitation 


Warning that the fuse on the "population bomb" in underdeveloped areas of 
the world is getting short, the Rev. Dr. Richard M. Fagley, executive secretary 
of the Commission of the Churches on International ‘Affairs, told the annual 
meeting of the United States Conference for the World Council of Churches that 


the churches should refute the Roman Catholic stand on birth control and "pro- 


vide some backbone for shilly-shallying governmental leaders". 


Because the "explosion" raises the controversial issue of birth control, 
government spokesmen and administrators have almost wholly ignored this crucial 
element in the economic situation of these countries, according to Dr. Fagley, 
who said that if the birth rate does not decline after 1957, world population, 
now about 3 billion, will be nearly 7 billion by the year 2,000. 


Urging that the Roman Catholic position on birth control as stated in the 
Papal Encyclical Casti Connubii of 1930 be challenged as “theologically wrong 
and practically tragic", Dr. Fagley asked for the "development of a dynamic 
ecumenical position on the value of family life and the rationale of birth con- 
trol, a theologically grounded position so clear and convincing that it will 
serve as a rallying point for men of good will, including millions of Catholic 
laymen who disagree with their Church on this matter". 


In the United Kingdom the Society for the Propagation of Christian Knowledge 
has published a report on "The Family in Contemporary Society" for presentation 
to this year's world-wide Lambeth Conference of Anglican bishops. 


Prepared by a group of nineteen theologians and sociologists under the 
chairmanship of Canon Max Warren, general secretary of the Church Missionary 
Society, the report says that "if governments resolve that it is their duty to 
encourage (but not to enforce) the adoption of family planning in conjunction 
with their best endeavours to raise the level of living in other ways, we cannot 


say that Christians ought to withhold their support". 


"Tt would be presumptuous for the Church in the West, which cannot look 
with complacency on the way in which it has guided or failed to guide its people 
in these matters, to seek to inhibit by religious sanction one of the two means, 
economic expansion and family limitation, by which under-developed areas may be 
‘able to save themselves from disaster," states the report. 
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_ The observation is also made that "there is no more than a slight difference 

- of degree in the acceptance of family planning between Roman Catholics and Pro- 

_ testants. It has been observed ... in the United States and Europe generally, 

_ that occupation is more of a determinant of family size than is religion: the 

_ difference of family size between occupational groups in the same region cuts 

ri across the difference of religious denomination." E.P.S., Geneva 

- 

; German Group Says Moscow Church Ready for Contact with WCC 

% (Frankfurt) - A five-man German delegation recently returned from a three wecks! 

e visit to celebrate Easter in the Soviet Union as guests of the Moscow Patriarch- 
_ ate of the Russian Orthodox Church has reported that the Moscow Church is now 

_ favourable toward closer contact with the World Council of Churches. 


Dr. Adolf Wischmann, president of the external relations office of the 
Evangelical Church in Germany (EKD) made the statement in relation to the meeting 
between representatives of the Moscow Patriarchate and the World Council of 
Churches planned for next August. 


The German delegation, under the leadership of Dr. Ernst Wilm, president of 
the Church of Westphalia, included Professor Edmund Schlink of Heidelberg, Pro- 
_ fessor Heinrich Vogel of East Berlin, and Professor Hans Iwand of Bonn in addi- 
~ tion to Dr. Wischmann. 


. The delegation was impressed by a spirit of spontaneous understanding in 

' the Russian congregations visited. In many of the 27 services in which they 

_ took part the German visitors were struck by the shouts of approval that came 

_ from the congregation during their addresses. At several services tens of 
thousands of people attended. Dr. Wischmann said this could not be explained 
by the closing of other churches. He remarked that in Russia most churches 

_ normally hold several services on two, three or four days in the week, all at- 
tended by large numbers of people. E.P.S., Geneva 


No Official Dutch Reformed Reply to Archbishop de Blank 


(Johannesburg) - The leadership of the Dutch Reformed Church in South Africa 

_ will not reply officially to recent attacks on South Africa's racial policy made 
by the Most Rev. Joost de Blank, Anglican Archbishop of Cape Town (see EPS Nos. 
6 and ll). 


However, the official organ of the church, "Die Kerkbode", published a 
leading article in which it said "in so far as this English church leader feels 
himself called upon to comment on this question, which challenges the talents 
and wisdom of the greatest statesmen of our day in all countries of the world, 
_ we leave him in peace...". 


The article continues by saying that the archbishop's actions “preclude us 
from accepting him as an impartial witness against this country and even less as 
an unprejudiced observer of circumstances", and complains that "this is confirmed 
by the manner in which he brings our Dutch Reformed Church under discussion". 


‘@ "Tt is true’, says "Die Kerkbode", "that our church sees the separate devel- 
= opment of the races in different areas as a practical, fair and just solution 
in our multi-racial country. Does the archbishop not know that the foundations 
of this policy were laid by the British regime in South Africa more than a hun- 


dred years ago? 


ie. "Our church is in agreement with this in its missionary policy," continues 

_ the article, "which aims at giving the various population groups their own church 
life. It remains one Dutch Reformed Church ... which finds expression among 
Whites, Coloureds and Bantu. Our church has no racial policy, but certainly a 
issionary policy, and the people who led us on that path were not political 
ators, but our missionary commissions, missionary leaders and missionaries - 
le living closest to the non-whites." E.P.S., Geneva 
aaah: . | 
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Large "Coloured! Following for South Africa's DRC 


(Johannesburg) - According to an article in "Op die Horison", missionary magazine 
of the Dutch Reformed Church in South Africa, about one third of the "coloured" 
' population, of mixed origin, belongs to the DRC. 
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The church, established 75 years ago, has 134 congregations with 87,446 
"coloured" members and 239,383 adherents. Membership has tripled in the last 
25 years. 


In 1954 the church controlled 376 primary schools with 42,541 "coloured" 
pupils. H.P.S., Geneva 
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2 Ecumenical Pavilion Opened at Brussels 


\ Seven hundred people went to church on April 20 in the midst of the Inter- 
national Exhibition at Brussels and scores of others had to be turned away from 
the door of the Protestant Pavilion. The occasion was the formal dedication of 
@ pavilion which exists because of the tenacity of a small group of Belgian Pro- 

_ testants who were convinced that the non-Roman Catholic churches must be repre- i 

sented at the Exhibition. : ky 


| 

44 The dedication service brought crowds of worshippers from all over Belgium iH 
_ and attracted many visitors from abroad. They heard the words of dedication A 
read in three languages - English, French and German. ty 


ih In his sermon, Pastor Pieter Fagel of Brussels, the project's leader, said, 
_ "Our most important reason for being here is that we have a message for every- 
body, and when millions of people come to a definite place, the Church has to 

be there. We have to preach the Gospel, for there is no salvation and no 
happiness without Christ. Therefore, you will see in the exhibition that we 
have prepared, not so much about what the Church should be doing, but rather 
what Christ is doing for us. It is a visual preaching of the Gospel.’ 


"Christ's light fills us with happiness and makes us joyful," he continued. 
"Without this light of love, the world is dark and cold, even the huge atomium 
Seis cold in itself. But right at the foot of this atomium is this little chapel 
_ filled with the love and light of God, for whom we have built this whole pavilion." 


The pavilion was dedicated with the words: 


"This pavilion is being dedicated by God's people in the midst of the Brus- 
_ sels International Exhibition for the only purpose of manifesting and proclaiming 
in the world today the presence and the love of God. We are here assembled at 
this time to dedicate this sanctuary and entire building to the glory of God 

the Father, to the honour of his Son, to the praise of the Holy Spirit... We 
therefore set apart this building for the worship of God Almighty, for the pro- 
Clamation of the Gospel of Jesus Christ, for the service of all men under the 
guidance of the Holy Spirit, calling upon the name of Jesus Christ, 'For there 

is no other Name under Heaven given among men by which we must be saved'." 


On the fair's opening day, Dr. W.A. Visser 't Hooft, general secretary of 
the World Council of Churches, cabled to Pastor Fagel: "Our warmest greetings 
and prayers for your witness and presence at Brussels '58'. 


Dr. Howard Schomer, of the Division of Inter-Church Aid and Service to Refu- 
gees of the World Council of Churches, represented the WCC at the service, offer-— 
ing the opening prayer and pronouncing the benediction. The World Council's | it 
Central Committee had called the project "worthy of support" and the Inter-Church lies 
_ Aid Division made a $3,000 grant for the ecumenical exhibit in the pavilion. 
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The pavilion, one of the smallest at the giant Exhibition, is located close 
to the atomium, symbol of the fair. The aluminium and glass building consists 
of an exhibition hall and a circular chapel. ive-colour plexiglass windows 
go from floor to ceiling in the chapel. The huge cross dominates the chapel, 
which also contains a light oak Communion table. The work of a Swiss artist, 
Mr. Peter Siebold, hangs on the front wall of the building - a huge mosaic figure 
of Christ and a mosaic representing the people of the world toward whom the Word 
of God is directed. An ecumenical exhibition, described as one of the finest 

at the fair, was designed by Pastor Robert Kurtz of Zurich, Switzerland. Mir. 
Robert Calame, a Protestant layman, was the building's architect. 


Pavilion officials are still hopeful that enough money will be received to 
enable them to move the building to a location near Brussels, where it would be 
used as the country's only ecumenical centre. BH.P.S., Geneva 


BCC Seeks Halt to Nuclear Tests 


| (London) - The British Council of Churches has asked the United Kingdom govern- 
ment to suspend nuclear tests for the time being in order to "reopen the way 
for negotiations to progressive and controlled disarmament". 


. In a resolution passed at its half-yearly meeting "the Council welcomed 
the Prime Minister's statement of April 1 that it is the policy of Her Majesty's 
Government to negotiate a disarmament agreement which will provide for the ending 
_ or suspension of tests under proper conditions. 


"We therefore urge Her llajesty's Government," the resolution concludes, 

_ “in cooperation with the government-of the US, to give a positive answer to the 
‘. recent Russian initiative by agreeing to an immediate temporary suspension of 
nuclear tests so as to reopen the way for negotiations to progressive and con- 
_ trolled disarmament". E.P.eo., Geneva 


Grant to Aid Japan Christian Education Institute 


is (New York) - The World Council of Christian Education and Sunday School Associ- 
ation has announced that the Lilly Endowment Incorporated has made a grant of 

~ $25,000 which, with $50,000 raised by the World Council from other sources, will 
be used to assist churches in the weaker economic areas of jifrica, Asia and 
Latin America to send delegates to the Second World Institute on Christian Edu- 
_ cation which will be held in Japan from July 19 - August 1 of this year. 


i The site of the Institute will be Seiwa and Kobe Colleges, which are on 

_ adjoining campuses. Three hundred key Christian educators from sixty countries 
will meet at the Institute to discuss the effect that revolutionary changes in 
Gr the world are having upon Christian education work in the home, the school and 
_the church. Dr. Paul Vieth of Yale Divinity school will be the dean of the 
Institute, and the director will be Dr. Michio Kozaki, chairman of the National 
Christian Council of Japan. 


Members of the Institute will also participate in the Fourteenth World Con- 
vention on Christian Education which will be held in Tokyo, August 6 - 13, with 
an attendance estimated in the neighbourhood of 5,000 people. K.P.S., Geneva 


Heinrich Grtiber Resists Totalitarian Claims on Youth 


eet cnr OS NO ane 


(Berlin) - Dr. Heinrich Griiber, prominent Last Berlin church leader, has spoken 
out strongly against the claims of totalitarian states in the field of education. 


Preaching in the Marienkirche in the Eastern sector of Berlin, he endorsed 
the decision to discuss the problem of education at the approaching all-German 
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synod of the Evangelical Church in Germany (EKD) by describing the training of 
_ children and youth as the Church's greatest concern. 

i. "We will not leave young people at the mercy of any forces which make totali- 

_ tarian claims upon them = whether it be the state or the tribe," said Dr. Griiber, 
_ who has been active for some years in negotiations between the evangelical chur- 

ches in Germany and the East German government. "We cannot revert to the civi- 

lisation of Sparta, where the children belonged to the state from birth, nor to 


‘the customs of the Hottentots, among whom the young people were answerable not 
_ to their family but to their tribe." 


. Dr. Griiber also rejected sentimental systems of education which merely 

“developed children without training them. He said that such children developed 

- into potential delinquents. Some of them, he declared, never experienced re-- 
“fporsible love in their lives, went wrong and ended in the criminal courts. 


E.P.S., Geneva 


In Brief 

a 

__ the Student Christian Congress held in Edinburgh from April 8 - 14 under 
‘the auspices of the British Student Christian Movement reported an attendance 

of 2,100 participants, including 350 foreign students from 45 nations. Speakers 
included Dr. George MacLeod, moderator of the Church of Scotland, Dr. D.T. Niles 
of Ceylon and Dr. W.A. Visser 't Hooft, general secretary of the World Council 
‘of Churches. 
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The highest constitutional court in Italy has ruled that provisions of the 
Italian Charter of 1948, which provides for peaceful assembly in places open to 
the public, overrules a long-enforced police order dating back to 1931 and re- 
quiring police authorisation for such meetings. Under the 1948 legislation a 
‘police ban can be imposed only on clear proof that "public safety" is threatened. 
‘The court's decision did not refer explicitly to Protestantism, but a spokesman 


of the Federal Council of Italian Evangelical. Churches has welcomed x hrs 


bie g 


The Bishop of Coventry, England, has aroused controversy by going ahead with 
‘Plans to hold a Sunday "festival of the arts" under floodlights in the ruins of. 
Coventry Cathedral in July, including a performance of the ballet "Les Sylphides" 


by the British Festival Ballet Company under Anton Dolin, and the dance "The 
Dying Swan" by Alicia ifarkova. 


x * 


2 The Council of Bishops of the Methodist Church in the USA has ratified an 
amendment to the church's constitution permitting Negro churches to transfer 

from the existing Negro jurisdiction of the church to one of five white geographi- 
cal jurisdictions. The move follows approval of the amendment by a two-thirds 
vote of more than two-thirds of the church's 139 local conferences. 


* * 


The US government granted permission for Representative Brooks Hays, presi- 
dent of the Southern Baptist Convention, and Dr. Clarence W. Cranford, president 
of the American Baptist Convention, to visit Russian Baptists in Moscow from 
April 16 —~ 20. 
, * * 
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2. The Ecumenical Commission of the Federal Council of the Dutch Reformed 
‘Church in South Africa has asked its congregations to contribute towards the 
cost of the ecumenical pavilion at the World Exhibition in Brussels. 


Tea 


The French embassy in Berne, Switzerland, has officially denied reports 
‘that the Swiss pastor Michel Grenier, who was deported from France on March 3, 
is suspected of having acted as a go-between for the Algerian National Liberation 
Front (FLN) (see EPS No. 10). The French authorities say that Pastor Grenier 
was deported because of the views he put forward about the war in Algeria and 
his connections with Algerians. 


iy. op 


Bh The Jordan government has refused visas to ten Russian Orthodox nuns who 
wished to celebrate Easter in the old city of Jerusalen. 


 * 


The All-CGerman Synod of the Evangelical Church in Germany (EKD) opens with 
worship in the Marienkirche, East Berlin, on April 26. About 120 delegates, 
including the bishops and brenidente of all the regional churches, are expected 
to attend. 

it * * 
The new draft constitution for the Sudan, just published in Khartoun, 

States Islam to be the state religion and Arabic the official language of the 
country. 

: P x * 

x The United Church of Christ in the USA, formed in 1957 by the union of the 
Congregational Christian Churches with the Evangelical and Reformed Church, has 
offered “inter-communion, recognition and fellowship" to "sister communions 
throughout the world" which "accept Jesus Christ as Lord and Saviour". The 
statement of its executive council containing the invitation was accompanied by 
a Supplementary declaration from the co-presidents, Dr. James bh. Wagner and Dr. 
Fred Hoskins, regretting the refusal of some Christians to accept invitations 

to Holy Communion at ecumenical meetings. 

a x % 

In a speech to more than a thousand people at the sixth Biblical Conference 
in Jerusalem, Professor Mosche Segal of the Hebrew University severely criticised 
i the materialism of life in Israel today, which he said threatened to become a 
"spiritual revolution", He said he regretted that the Bible is regarded as a 
secular book and used only as a source of information for historians and archae- 
Ologists. 

i * * 


‘ Giving his impression of a three weeks' visit to Israel, Bishop Hanns 

_ Lilje of Hanover, Germany, said the problem of religious mingxities there had 
not been fully solved, but that the holy places are protected by the state and 
non-Jewish religious groups can worship without interference. 


a & * 


The Bishop of the Italian Orthodox Church has asked the legal bureau of 

the Protestant churches in Italy, which acts also for Italian Orthodox, to take 
Up with the Italian authorities a complaint against the Sardinian police for 
having interfered with the dedication service of an Orthodox chapel in Seramanna, 
gliari, during March. The police are alleged to have insisted on the removal 
1l icons and holy objects from the chapel, and the countermanding of an in- 
oe accepted by the local Roman Catholic parish priest. E.P.5., Geneva 
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“A Special Report 


Japan Reports Growing Interest in the Bible 


Popular recognition of the Bible in Japan is described by the Rev. T. 


| ~ Miyakoda, general secretary of the Japan Bible Society, in the Bulletin of the 
United Bible Societies. 


; The Japanese are a highly literate people, and often go to the many bookshops 
of the country to get something to read. The Bible is becoming the book of the 
“people and the feeling that it is a 'foreign book' is disappearing. Big daily 
‘newspapers such as the Mainichi, the Asahi and the Yomiuri, which print more than 
t ree million copies daily, never hesitate about giving space to the Bible, and 
vhave been introducing the Scriptures to the pUbLics The Bible was placed by some 
newspapers at the head of classical literature. Last summer an extensive article 
_ on the Bible appeared in the newspaper Yomivri, the writer being a professor of 
Tokyo University. He recommended the Bible as a priority for any young person 
who Sincerely wished to take a step in the knowledge of world literature. At the 
time of the 1957 ‘Reading Month' observed from the middle of October to mid-Movem- 
ber, the weekly Asahi and the Sunday Mainichi gave space to the Bible. The for- 
‘mer introduced the Bible as best seller not only in the world, but also in Japan, 
and recommended the easily-readable Kogotai version. 


) 


The Sunday Mainichi has distributed a questionnaire to thirty prominent 
scholars and writers, asking for a list of books to be recommended to the public. 
Among the questions were "What one book would you take if you were stranded on a 
lonely island?". Bight out of thirty replied that they would choose the Bible. 
The most interesting of these was the Rev. Toko Kon, a prominent Buddhist priest 

é d popular fiction writer. His reason for choosing the Bible was that at present 
he cannot fine suitable books among the Buddhist writings. 


@ This Sunday Mainichi also included in its magazine the general secretary's 
report to the Japan Bible Society's Executive meeting. 


When Mr. Miyakoda visited Fukuoka on his way to call on the colporteur teams 
at work in Kyushu, three local newspaper reporters interviewed him at his hotel on 
his visit to South America and on the work of the United Bible Societies. This 
news was published in three newspapers the next morning. He also made three troad- 
“Casts on "The Bible and Morals", "Bible Reading" and "The Bible and the Family". 


. The efforts of three people have helped to make the Bible knowm. Mrs. 
Hanako IMuraoka is a member of the board of directors of the Japan Bible Society and 
is a popular writer and frequent broadcaster. She has constantly recommended the 
Bible to the people in her activities. Dr. Shigeru Nambara and Dr. Tadao Yanaibara, 
_ex-president and president respectively of Tokyo University, have lectured outside 
church circles on the Bible and its message for international affairs and domestic 
_ problems. 

Mr. Rinzo Shiina, a popular writer widely read in Christian circles and by the 
wider public, has also done much to introduce the Scriptures to the people through 
his writings. Prince Mikasa's love for the Bible has done a great deal to elimi- 
Nate the bad feeling that had prevailed towards the Scriptures. The newspapers 
‘published large pictures of the Prince and Princess visiting the Cambridge Literary 
_ Exhibition at the Maruzen bookstore in October last, with the caption: "Prince 
a looks at an ancient Bible". 


. Another notable figure who has contributed to the increased interest in the 

- Bible is Shigeji Kaneko, the most popular boxing champion of the day and feather- 
Ss champion of the Orient. He is a Christian, a regular church-goer and a 
eader of the Bible. Recently a film about him was shown in cinemas all over 
Japan, and it was made clear that he is a reader of the Bible. This film has done 
nuch to make the Scriptures popular in Japan at the present time. 

E.P.S., Geneva 
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WCC Presidents' Message for Pentecost 1958 


(Note for Editors: The text of this message is smt in advance for publica- 
tion near the time of the observance, llay 25.) 


The seven members of the presidium of the World Council of Churches have 
again issued a message for reading in public worship of the congregations of 
the WCC's 169 member churches in over fifty countries on Sunday, May 25, 
Whitsunday. 


The message reads: 


"As representing the World Council of Churches we take occasion of this 
solemn festival of Pentecost to send a Christian greeting to our member churches 
throughout all five continents and in the islands of the seas. Grace be to 
you all and peace, from God the Father and from our Lord Jesus Christ. 


"We celebrate today the first Christian Pentecost, when the Spirit was 
poured out upon all flesh - 'Parthians and Medes and Elamites, and residents 
of Mesopotamia, Judaea and Cappadocia, Pontus and Asia, Phrygia and Pamphylia, 
Egypt and the parts of Libya about Cyrene, and visitors from Rome, both Jews 
and proselytes, Cretans and Arabians' (Acts II, 9-11); 
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"The Spirit is a Spirit of wity. 'They were all together in one place' 
and the Spirit ‘rested upon each! tie ise tlie 5 9 Let us then always pray 
that the spirit of unity in faith may prevail amongst us, in accordance with 
the last prayer on earth of our Lord Jesus Christ. 


"The Spirit is a Spirit of power. 'You shall receive power, when the Holy 
Spirit has come upon you! (Acts I, 8). Weak-willed as we are and lacking in 
resolve, the Gospel would be of little avail to us, if it merely instructed us 
how best to order our lives and our societies, but did not provide the enable- 
ment to act accordingly. At the first Pentecost men and women were lifted 
far above their ordinary selves, and in their weakness were made strong to do 
and to endure many things for which the Church still daily praises God. 


"The Spirit is a Spirit of witness. He both bears witness Himself and in- 
spires us to Christian witness. Part of the promise of the first Pentecost 

' was 'Ye shall be my witnesses ... to the ends of the earth' (Acts I, 8). It 
_ was on this day that the world mission of the Church began. Concern for the 
work of evangelism is a necessary condition of its enjoying such blessings. 
Moreover, our witness must be 'to all the world' and 'to every creature'. We 
must not stop short of 'the ends of the earth'. 


"Today, then, let us not only commemorate that marvellous outpouring of the 
Spirit on the first Pentecost long ago, but let us seek by God's grace to re- 
cover the unity that was then so manifest, the power that was then enjoyed, 

' and the zeal for world-wide evangelism that then filled every heart. "And 

_ above all these' let us 'put on love which binds everything together in perfect 
_harmony' (Col.III, 14). As we join in prayer to this end, may God's richest 
and most enabling blessing fall upon us all." 
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The presidents of the World Council of Churches represent different types 
' of Christian tradition and different parts of the world. They are: 


ee 


The Very Reverend John Baillie, former principal of New College, Edinburgh, 
Scotland, Presbyterian; Bishop Sante Uberto Barbieri, Buenos Aires, Argentina, 
Methodist; Bishop G.K.A. Bell, United Kingdom, Anglican (Honorary President) ; 
Bishop F.K. Otto Dibelius, Bishop of Berlin and president of the Council of 
the Evangelical Church in Germany; Juhanon Mar Thoma, Metropolitan of the Mar 
Thoma Syrian Church of Malabar, South India; Archbishop Michael, New York, of 
4 the Greek Orthodox Archdiocese of North and South America; and the Right 
Reverend Henry Knox Sherrill, New York, presiding bishop of the Protestant a 
Episcopal Church in the U.S.A. E.P.S., Geneva Lh 
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= US Protestants Ask for Basic Changes in Immigration Laws 

(New York) — Refugee resettlement leaders of eight Protestant denominations in 
the United States have urged Congress to consider a four-point plan calling 
for basic changes in US immigration law. 
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The statement asked the lawmakers to admit 3,000 of the 19,000 Hungarians 
still in Austria, and end the parolee status of the 32,000 now in the United 
States; bring the basis of the quota system up-to-date; give priority to close 
relatives of US citizens or residents, to skilled workers and to escapees and 
refugees; give more support to the UN's refugee programme and to the Inter- 
governmental Committee for Buropean Migration to spearhead an international 
effort to solve the world refugee problem. 
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The plan was drawn up by representatives of the Congregational Christian 
Churches, Presbyterian Church, USA, National Lutheran Council, American Baptist 
Convention, Protestant Episcopal Church and the Brethren, Methodist and Evan- 
gelical and Reformed Churches. E.P.S., Geneva 
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Coventry Music and Ballet Festival Cancelled 


(London) - Coventry Cathedral's festival of music and ballet, scheduled to take 
place in the ruins of the old cathedral on Sunday, July 20, has been cancelled 
by the Bishop of Coventry, Dr. Cuthbert Bardsley (sce BPS No. 16). 


In making the announcement on April 24, Bishop Bardsley criticised what he 
termed the “irrational nature of the present Lord's Day legislation". The 
_ planned programme had drawn severe criticism from the Lord's Day Observance 
Society which had called it an "unworthy desecration of the Lord's Day". 
_ Bishop Bardsley had announced on April 21 that, despite opposition to the pro- 
- gramme, it would be held and a collection would be taken instead of making an 


r’ 


admission charge. 


f In cancelling the plans, the bishop said that in case of rain it would be 
_ impossible to hold the ballet in the Coventry Theatre because of the Theatre 

_ Act of 1843 which forbids artists to appear on a public stage in costume on 

_ Sunday. At the same time he said that while the originators of the project 
believed "that the majority of the people are behind us, there is a small pro- 
portion of people whose consciences have been disturbed by this venture". . 


"We believe most strongly," the bishop continued, "that the offering of 
beauty through music, singing, drama and dancing is permissible on the Lord's 
Day. We believe that the Sabbath should be a day of recreation in the sense 

of re-creation of body and mind as well as soul. To this end we should not 
sit down under the present old-fashioned and inadequate Lord's Day legislation 
dating from a bygone age." 
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The Festival Ballet Company with /licia Markova and John Gilpin and the 
_ City of Birmingham Orchestra were to have taken part. E.P.S., Geneva 


; Bishop Manikam Stresses Need of US Aid for India 


(Boston, Mass.) - It is very unlikely that India will become Communist in the 
next five years, but at the same time it is essential for her to receive "gener- 
_ ous foreign aid and technical assistance" from the United States, lutheran 

_ Bishop Rajah B. Manikam said at a recent press conference in Boston. 


In the United States as a visiting lecturer at the Boston University School 
_ of Theology, Bishop Manikam said that his country's “sympathies are with demo- 
eracy, but we follow the policies of neutrality because we are afraid of power 
blocs. We were once in a power bloc, the power bloc of Great Britain, and in 
two world wars our armies marched although we never declared war. India feels 
that to be a member of a power bloc is to be a camp follower." 


Bishop Manikam said US aid was needed to make India's second five-year plan 
successful. E.P.S., Geneva 


New Church Set Up in Kenya 


(Nairobi) - A group of seven African Anglican clergymen has voted to break away 
from the Anglican Communion and form a new church in Kenya called the Church 

of Christ of Africa. At the same time the Bishop of Mombasa has announced 
that he will re-admit the priests if they will abandon the plans. 


The group's leader, the Rev. A.M. Ajuoga, said the sect already has a follow 
ing of 2,000. Reason for the break, he said, is that "the doctrine of Christ 
as ‘Our Saviour and the lover of mankind'is "not properly interpreted by the 


_ Anglican Church". 
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The seven priests have all worked in the Nyanza district where sects are 
numerous. Last year the Bishop of Mombasa, the Right Rev. L.G. Beecher, with- 
drew the licences of two of the priests. When the separatist sect was regis- 
tered, the other priests associated with it announced they had severed their 
connection automatically with the Anglican Church, B.P.S., Geneva 


_ Response to 'YMCA Buildings for Brotherhood' Appeal Grows 


' (Geneva) - A special issue of World Communi ué, official publication of the 

_ World Alliance of YMCAs, published this week in Geneva, reports that YMCAs in 

_ ° thirty-three countries are working with North American movements to raise 
$16,000,000 for ‘Buildings for Brotherhood’. The programme will help meet 

4 urgent needs of youths in more than a hundred cities throughout the world. 


The publication reports that Mr. John D. Rockefeller Jr. has contributed ne 
half a million dollars, and over a million more has been received or pledged 
‘ from Mr. Cleveland Dodge, Ilr. James C. Donnell II, Mr. William J. Grede and 
¥ other members of the International Committee of the North American YMCAs. The 
_ YMCA associations in the United States and Canada have accepted a goal of 4 
~ $5,000,000. Funds for the special campaign are being raised in addition to et 

the regular World Service programme which amounts to more than $1,500,000 annu- te 
¢ ally in the United States and Canada. The American Hi-Y Congress has appealed ns 
_ to its members to contribute a dollar each to the appeal. By 
i 
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President Eisenhower, the Hon. Charles H. Malik, the Hon. Charles D. Sherman, 
president of the World Alliance of YMCAs, were among those who sent special 
_ messages to the,opening of the Buildings for Brotherhood campaign in Cleveland — 
_ a gathering of 1,200 North American and overseas YMCA leaders addressed by Mr. 
Dag Hammarskjold, secretary-general of the United Nations. 


Developments in relation to the entire post-war building programme of 
national YMCA movements on all continents - stressing the diversity of the YMCA's 
service and the consequent diversity of Association buildings - are also in- 
cluded in the World Communigué issue. E.P.S., Geneva 


lutherans Transfer Property to Indian Church 


(New York) - The United Lutheran Church of America has turned over property 
valued at more than three million dollars to the Andhra Evangelical Lutheran 4 
Church at Guntur, India. 


. The property includes eight hospitals, a college, five high schools and 
training schools and 800 elementary schools.- .At the same time, the United 
lutherans are handing over 2,000 churches, chapels and other buildings to the 
Indian church. 


The president of the Andhra Church, Dr. G. Devasahayam, has praised the 
ULC for “inaugurating this new era of partriership". The Andhra church has 
2,300 congregations and 250,000 members in five synods. It was begun as a 
_ mission in 1842. E.P.S., Geneva 


q US Protestant Leaders Ask End to Nuclear Tests 


& (New York) - A group of 140 US Protestant clergymen and educators hes called 
x on the United States to abandon nuclear tests scheduled for the Pacific during 
_ the next few months, in a statement released in New York on April 21. 
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Referring to a statement made by the Central Committee of the World Council 
of Churches at its meeting in New Haven last August, the church leaders said 
that "now is the time for Christians in the United States to take action in 


line with these proposals". The WCC committee had advocated multilateral or 
unilateral renunciation of nuclear weapons. 


"Last August," the US Protestants said, "multitudes responded favourably to 


_ the suggestions, having come to feel that the arms race had gone far enough and 
had to be stopped. True wisdom and courage would be for Americans now to lead 


in the demand that the arms race must stop, 'the barriers of distrust' must be 
broken down. 


"To this end we call upon our government, fully aware of the risks involved, 


in line with the responsibility laid upon us by the Central Committee of the 
World Council of Churches: 


"To cancel the tests scheduled for April to August in the Pacific... 


"To declare a moratorium on all testing of weapons of mass destruction 'in 


the hope that others will do the same, a new confidence be born, and foundations 
laid for reliable agreements'." 


Signers of the statement include President John A.WMackay of Princeton Theo- 


‘logical Seminary, Dean J. Robert Nelson of the Vanderbilt University School of 


Religion, the Rev. Martin Luther King Jr. of Montgomery, Alabama, the Rev. 
Harry Emerson Fosdick, minister emeritus of Riverside Church in New York, and 
nine Methodist and Episcopal bishops. E.P.S., Geneva 


In Brief 


The fourth volume of "Documents on Christian Unity", edited by Bishop 
G.K.A. Bell of the United Kingdom, an honorary president of the World Council 
of Churches, has just been published. The book covers the period between 
1948 and 1957 and reports on the 1948 Lambeth Conference, the 1948 and 1954 


q Assemblies of the WCC, contains pronouncements of the Roman Catholic and Ortho- 


dox Churches and gives official statements on relations between churches in 
the United Kingdom, the United States, Nigeria, Ceylon and India. 
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US Congressman Brooks Hays, president of the Southern Baptist Convention, 


_ reports that religious groups in Russia need more church buildings because the 
_ number of worshippers exceedsthe present capacity of meeting places. Just 


back from a visit to Baptists in Moscow, Mr. Hays says “people stood in every 
available space in the aisles and at the back of the church". 


* * 


Five members of the Anglican monastic order, the Community of the Resur- 


4 rection, will visit monasteries of the Russian Orthodox Church in the Soviet 


Union this month. The group will be led by Father Mark Tweedy. 


* x 


The first year of sponsored radio broadcasting by AVACO, largest Christian 


: broadcasting agency in Japan, was a great success, according to the agency. 


The programme "Kokoro no Uta" (Songs of the Heart) of hymns and a short message 


reaches about a million listeners on Radio Tokyo. 
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The director of the Department of Stewardship and Benevolence of the Nati- 
onal Council of the Churches of Christ in the USA is touring union churches in 
ten Latin American countries between April 12 and May 13. NCC officials said 
that North American stewardship techniques are fairly new for many English- 
Janguage churches in Central and South America. 


mimics 


Australian Protestants have criticised the state-approved plans of a Roman 
Catholic order to raise money for new school facilities through a lottery in 
which the first prize will be a suburban hotel valued at $400,000. The Rev. 
Dr. Malcolm MacKay, a former secretary of the Australian Council for the world 
Council of Churches, said the raffle betrayed "little conception of fundamontal 


' Christian ethics". 


notes 


On July 1, Mr. Christopher Dawson, well-known British Roman Catholic his- 
_torian and author, will become the first Charles Chauncey Stillman guest pro- 
fessor of Roman Catholic theological studies at Harvard University Divinity 
School in New Haven, Conn. 


a 


In Bolivia five Roman Catholic priests have become Protestants during the 
last 18 months and are devoting themselves to work in their new churches. One 
of them had been sent into a rural district to oppose the work of the Protestant 
4 groups there. To prepare himself for his task the priest undertook a systematic 
_ study of the Bible, and subsequently became a Protestant. 
* * 

i Thirty Protestant and Catholic clergy from the Hungarian churches have been 

invited by the Soviet Ministry of Church Affairs to visit the USSR. 


pane. 


At the meeting of the Bavarian Synod in Regensburg it was decided that women 
can be candidates for election as members of the Synod. The Evangelical Church 

in Bavaria and the Lutheran Church of Schaumburg-Lippe are the only Protestant 

regional churches in Germany which still exclude women from membership of the 

_ Synod. 

%* % 


DM. 50,000 to Coventry Cathedral, as a German contribution towards its restora-— 
tion. In November, 1940, the cathedral was completely destroyed by German 
_ bombers. 


+, 
re 
> During his visit to England, German Chancellor Konrad Adenauer gave 
‘ 
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Dr. Gutierrez-Marin, president of the Spanish Evangelical Church, gave a 
series of lectures in Holland at the end of April on Protestantism in Spain to 
_ the Synod of the Reformed Free Churches, the Dutch Ecumenical Council and in 
“Various theological faculties and churches. 


ee 


A five-man delegation from the Evangelical Church in Germany (EKD) , just 
back from a three-week visit to the Soviet Union, has expressed the hope that 
a delegation from the Russian Orthodox Church can visit Germany during the year 
(see EPS No. 16). Patriarch Alexius of the Russian Orthodox Church conferred 
the Order of Saint Vladimir on the German delegates during their visit. The 
order commemorates the Grand Duke Vladimir, whose name is associated with Russia's 
_ conversion to Christianity. It was the first time it had been conferred since 


the Revolution. Pe E.P.S., Geneva 
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A Special Report 
All-German Synod Meets Amid DDR Attacks 


As predicted, the All-German Synod of the Evangelical Church in Germany (EKD) 
met this week in Berlin in an atmosphere of tension and division and surrounded, 
at times, by demonstrators from East Germany. 


Chief targets of attack by East German publications and leaders were the 
questions chosen for discussion at the Synod, and Bishop Otto Dibelius, president 
of the Council of the EKD. 


The agenda iten, 'The Church and Education', was criticised as "interference 
with the rights of the German Democratic Republic and contrary to the constitu- 
tion" and as "provocation in face of the honest peace-policy of the DDR". 


“Anyone who identifies himself with Bishop Dibelius is separating himself 
from peace and democracy," according to a full-page article in ‘Neues Deutsch- 
land' , leading organ of the Hast German Socialist Unity Party, published just 
before the Synod sessions opened on April 26. 


An article written by Mr. Albert Norden, a top official in the East German 
Government Press and Information office, reads: "As long as the anti-semitic 
atom bomb politician holds office as the Protestant NATO-Pope, he will reduce 
the church to an instrument for war and reaction." 


At the same time, it was learned that the East German Government had tried 
to influence the stand of Synod members from the Hast. According to ‘Neue 
Zeit', journal,of the Communist sympathising Christian Democratic Union in the 
DDR, Bishop Gerhard Noth of the Evangelical Lutheran Church of Saxony and seven 
other members of the EKD were "informed that discussion of educational questions 
at the Synod constitutes interference in the rights of the German Democratic 
Republic and is contrary to the constitution". It was pointed out, the paper 
said, that the debate on education was intended as a blind to divert the atten- 
tion of the people from the campaign against atomic weapons. District council 
representatives said they hoped the Synod delegates "would insist that the Synod 
take steps which would promote the vital interests of the German people". 


Sanctions Threatened 


The Hast German Government may decide to punish those who fail to comply 
with its demands by applying sanctions. This new possibility became clear 


with the publication of an “expert legal opinion" on the EKD's previously con- 


cluded Agreement on Spiritual Care in the Armed Forces. The agreement deals 
with the appointment of army chaplains and was passed last year by the Synod. 


"Support for the agreement in whatever form is a crime against the State 
and a penal offence," states the legal opinion. According to the legal advice, 
church leaders who support the agreement make use of church institutions to 
undermine the constitution and therefore jeopardise the legality of the insti- 
tutions. It has been pointed out that the legal opinion has not yet been 
recognised as binding by the government in East Berlin. 


Demonstrators Disturb Sessions in East Berlin 


While the 120 members of the Synod, forty of them from Eastern Germany, 
were listening to a report by Bishop Dibelius in the Stdcker-Stift in East 
Berlin, a crowd of demonstrators gathered in front of the building and inter- 
rupted the meeting with cries of "We have a petition", "Our factory has sent 
us", "Can we speak to the Bishop?" 
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Seven of the demonstrators were given permission by the Synod to enter the 
meeting hall (Bishop Dibelius voted in favour of their admission), and their 


leader, a teacher who is a member of the East Berlin parliament, addressed the 
delegates. 


Saying that he was speaking in the name of "all the citizens of the German 
Democratic Republic and, as we know, of most of the citizens of Western Germany 
also", he urged the Synod to remove educational questions from its agenda, to 
reject atomic weapons unequivocally and to revoke the agreement on spiritual 
care in the armed forces. 


, The deputation, which remained in the hall until Bishop Dibelius had finished 
his bishop's report, were “visibly impressed by the religious atmosphere of the 
Synod", according to a West German newspaper. 


Commenting on the demonstration, a Synod member from the East pointed out 
that it was a part of the agitation and massive pressure experienced by church- 
men in the DDR for months. E.P.o., Geneva 
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German Church Unity Strengthened by National Synod 


(Berlin) - At its four-day session, which ended on April 30 in Berlin, the 
All-German Synod of the Evangelical Church in Germany spoke out on Christian 
education, confirmation of youth, the use of atomic weapons and the need for 
spiritual care for members of the armed forces (see EPS No. 17). 


The Synod asked for a general ban on war and the abolition of nuclear as 
well as "conventional" weapons. A resolution drawn up by a fifty-seven-member 
Commission on Atomic Weapons said: 


"In agreement with the resolutions passed by the World Council of Churches 
in New Haven in the summer of 1957, the Synod rejects total warfare waged with 
weapons of mass destruction as incompatible with man's conscience in the sight 
of God. 


"The Synod urges all responsible politicians to do their utmost to bring 
about general disarmament, not only with atomic weapons, but also with "con- 
ventional" weapons. It urges the world powers to stop atom bomb tests once 
and for all. In our divided country it urges both governments to do their ut- 
most to secure freedom of faith and of conscience, to serve the cause of peace, 
and to avoid arming German soldiers with atomic weapons. 


"Deep differences exist among us in our view of atomic weapons. Some of 
us are convinced that the production and possession of weapons of mass destruc- 
tion of any kind is a sin before God. Others think that in certain situations 
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_ hristians are justified in using such weapons for purposes of defence. 


Ue "We remain united in the Gospel and are endeavouring to overcome these 
_ differences of conviction. We pray God to lead us through His Word to a united 
- perception of what is right and to a united decision." 


The chairman of the commission was Professor L. Raiser, a lawyer from 
Tubingen, and members included Klaus von Bismarck of the Church of Westphalia, 
_ President Joachim Beckmann of the Church in the Rhineland, Bishop Otto Dibelius, 
president of the Council of the EKD, Dr. Eugen Gerstenmaier, president of the 
lower house in the West German parliament, Dr. Gustav Heinemann, Professor Hans 
Iwand of Bonn, General Superintendent Gtinter Jacob of Cottbus, Professor Walter 
Kinneth of Erlangen, Dr. Gottfried Noth, Bishop of Saxony, Dr. Reinold von 
Thadden, and Professor Heinrich Vogel of East Berlin. Professor Helmut Goll- 
“witzer took part in the discussions as a consultant. 


_ Synod Considers Education Problems 


Looking at the problems of Christian education, the Synod accepted a series 
“of basic declarations on the subject. But to prevent the use of the material 
for propaganda purposes and in the press, it decided not to hold public debate 
on the problems of education in the German Democratic Republic. 


At the same time, the Synod named three members to meet with President 
Otto Grotewohl, DDR prime minister, and discuss the concern of Christians in 
‘East Germany about the education of their children. 


In a resolution dealing with freedom in schools, Synod members urged that 
no teacher should be punished or rewarded for giving or not giving religious 

- instruction in the classroom. If correctly understood, the Synod said, free- 
dom in schools leaves room for instruction in the Protestant faith. 


New Confirmation Regulations Sought 


. The Synod unanimously asked the leaders of its member churches in West and 
East Germany to set up new regulations governing Confirmation. The statement 
“requested the churches "not to be afraid of new ways, but to make very serious 
efforts to preserve the fellowship between the churches within the EKD", A 
coordinating committee will be set up before October 1 to try to ensure that 
Confirmation regulations are made standard by all the regional churches. 


During the debate on the subject, Dr. Andler, a member of the Berlin 
church's consistory, drew attention to the difficulties of the church in East 
Germany, and said: "It would be wrong to cling to the old procedure and in 
face of the menace of atheism to close one's eyes and confirm everyone who asks 
for it. In the future there will be quite a lot of young people who may have 
taken part in the youth dedication ceremonies but who have come to a true fellow- 
ship of faith and now want to testify that they are converted to God, There- 
fore, in the future, the traditional age for Confirmation will not be the only 
time a person can be confirmed. Young people will be able to be confirmed 


‘later, after preparatory instruction." 


Military Chaplaincy to Be Regional Church Responsibility 


f Turning to the controversial question of chaplains for the armed forces, 
the Synod named a commission to work out ways to put the responsibility for 
spiritual care in the armed forces exclusively in the hands of the regional 

_ churches. 


Bishop Hanns Lilje said that the only purpose of the Agreement on Spiritual 
Care in the Armed Forces, passed last year by the Synod, is "to enable the 


Gospel to be preached and spiritual care to be given to the Protestant members 
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of the armed forces. It is not linked up with any political aims. And autho- 
rities outside the Church have no influence on the work of military chaplains." 


The agreement, Bishop Lilje said, applies only to member churches in West 
Germany which have voted for it. It does not apply to Evangelical churches in 
the DDR and has not been accepted by any members of the EKD in East Germany. 


"The decision of the Bundestag on March 25," Bishop Lilje continued, “leaves 
the door open to the arming of German soldiers with atomic weapons, if all ef- 
forts for universal disarmament with proper inspection should fail. The Synod 
therefore considers it imperative for the member churches to consider the con- 
sequences this would have for spiritual care in the armed forces." 


Synod Hears Report by Bishop Dibelius 


In his report to the opening session of the Synod on April 24, Bishop 
Dibelius had reviewed church problems in both East and West Germany, and out- 
lined points of conflict between the Church and the East German government. 

(For excerpts from the bishop's statement, see "Report from Germany" on Page 8.) 


The Synod was attended by 120 members, forty of them from Eastern Germany. 
E.P.S., Geneva 


US_ Southern Presbyterians Approve Anti-Segregation Stand 


(Charlotte, North Carolina) - The Presbyterian Church in the US (Souther) 
has reaffirmed its stand against racial segregation. 


At its ninety~eighth General Assembly last week in Charlotte, North Caro- 
lina, delegates overwhelmingly opposed the use of church buildings as classrooms 
to circumvent compliance with the United States Supreme Court ruling against 
segregation in public schools. 


The assembly said that to use church facilities in such a way was "not 
proper". At the same time, the delegates endorsed a previous Assembly's 
approval of the 1954 Supreme Court ruling. 


The action was approved when delegates voted 288 to 124 in favour of a 
majority report presented by the church's Standing Committee on Christian Re- 
lations. 


In accepting the report, the Assembly also backed the denomination's Coun- 
cil on Christian Relations in its opposition to segregation and in its liberal 
views on other social issues. Five presbyteries in Mississipi, Alabama and 
South Carolina had asked that the council be abolished. 


In other action, the assembly approved "guiding principles" on civil rights. 
One was that a Christian's conscience “cannot rest content" when people are 
branded as inferiors, are denied their full: citizenship rights because of race, 
colour or social status, or are prevented from developing "to the fullest pos- 
Sible extent the potentialities they, as individuals, have been endowed with 
by the Creator". 


Earlier, the church's retiring moderator, tne Rev. William M. Elliott Jr., 
had warmed that Southern Presbyterians must not stand aloof from other Protes- 


tant denominations in "spiritual pride and isolation", 


Dr. Elliott said he was not asking for "indiscriminate" organic union 
across every denominational line. "What I am pleading for," he said, "is some- 
thing deeper down - something more primary and important, and that is a sense 
of comradeship with all who own Jesus Christ as Saviour and Lord." 
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New moderator of the church is Fhilip F. Howerton, a layman. Dr. James 
A. Millard Jr., a homiletics professor at Austin (Texas) Seminary, was elected 
Stated Clerk of the church, and will succeed Dr. E.C. Scott, who retires in 
1959 after holding the post for twenty-two years. E.P.S., Geneva 


Roman Catholic Official Answers Birth Control Criticism 
———— ee iter’ birth vontrol Criticism 


(Washington, enn eae -~ A Roman Catholic official in the United States has answered 

criticism by Dr. Richard M. Fulgley, executive secretary of the Commission of the 

Churches on International Affairs, of the birth control stand of the Roman Catho-= 
lic church (see EPS No. 16). 


Speaking to the annual meeting of the US Conference for the World Council 
of Churches in April, Dr. Fagley had called the Roman Catholic attitude on the 
matter “theologically wrong and practically tragic". 


Replying to the speech, the Rev. John E. Kelly, director of the Bureau of 
Information of the National Catholic Welfare Conference, said that artificial 
birth control is repugnant to the moral sense of men of good will of all nations. 
"Dr. Fagley's argument," he said, "must be termed "theologically wrong and ethi- 
cally weak'," 


In his speech Dr. Fagley had said that a "population explosion with disas- 
trous consequences" was in the making in Asia and in other underprivileged areas, 
and added that the Catholic position on birth control is the "major consideration" 
causing governments to avoid dealing with population problems. B.P.S., Geneva 


Two WCC Homes for Hungarian Refugee Youth Opened in Austria 


(Geneva) - Two homes sponsored by the World Council of Churches for Hungarian 
youth were formally opened in Innsbruck and Attersee, Austria, on April 28 and 


29. 


The homes, which have been in actual operation for several months, accom- 
modate 110 boys and girls. 


Sir Cullum Welch, Lord Mayor of London in 1956-57, opened the girls' home 
at Innsbruck. He was the chairman of the Lord Mayor's Fund for Hungarian Ref- 
ugees set up in London immediately after the October, 1956, revolution in Hun- 
gary. The fund was one of several which helped to buy the house last spring. 
"In opening this door," he said, "may I say God bless all those who work in this 
house and may He give courage, fortitude and happiness to all who live in it." 


Others taking part in the opening at Innsbruck included Princess Liliane 
of the Belgians, Dr. Leslie E. Cooke and Dr. Edgar H.S. Chandler, director and 
associate director of the WCC's Division of Inter-—Church Aid and Service to 
Refugees. 


The 70 girls at the home, whose ages range from 11 to 21, attend the Hun- 
garian Grammar School in Innsbruck. About fifty per cent of the children do 
not have any relatives in Austria, while most of. the others have only one rela- 
tive there. The children are cared for by two social workers and two youth 
volunteers. 


4 
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At Attersee, Chandler House. was opened on April 29 by Dr. Chandler, for 
whom it was named. "TI open this home," he said, “with the very deep prayer 
that every boy who comes here, everyone who works here, may know the blessing 
and empowering presence of the Holy Sprit. We pray that this home may be not 
only a place of shelter and protection for those who enter here, but that all 
uf those who have anything to do with it may grow in Christian fellowship and in 
_ those gifts of the spirit - courage, love of freedom and commitment to the ser- 
vice of our fellow-men - which we associate with our faith, 


Forty boys between the ages of 15 and 25 have been living in the home since 
last July. E.P.S., Geneva 


French Students Draw Up Algerian Statement 


(Bordeaux) - A five-point statement regarding the situation in Algeria has been 
drawn up by the National Congress of the French Student Christian Movement and 
presented to the Reformed and Lutheran Churches in France. 


Adopted at the French SCM meeting in Bordeaux last month, the statement 
asked the churches "if in the present circumstances they should not, in the name 
_ of Jesus Christ, make clear the special character of the war in Algeria; de- 

i, nounce the weakness of the government which speeds up the process of decay of 

_ the French state, especially as a result of the Algerian problem; draw the con- 
clusion that the character of the war and the decay of the state may mean that 
Christian respect for the state could find its expression in refusal to obey; 
proclaim our very special solidarity with Christian soldiers called to serve in 
_ Algeria who would refuse to obey some orders of their superiors; indicate con- 
eretely to church members some limits which in no case should be exceeded in 
military action." 


The students said they had gone on record as supporting soldiers who re- 
fused to obey some orders "or would even believe it their duty to refuse abso- 
lutely to join their units". E.P.S., Geneva 


Eire Destroys IWF Hospital in Jerusalem 


' (Jerusalem) - A fire on April 25 left half of the Augusta Victoria Hospital on 
_ the Mount of Olives in Jerusalem in ruins. The hospital has been operated for 
the last eight years by the lutheran World Federation. No casualties were 
reported. 


Nurses carried babies to safety and all four hundred patients were taken 
from the hospital. More than 3,000 persons, including 2,000 Jordanian soldiers, 
fought the fire for seven hours, and troops machine-gunned a water tank on top 
of the hospital, so that the cascading water would help fight the flames. 


The Chapel of the Ascension, attached to the hospital, was badly gutted by 
} the blaze. E.P.S., Geneva 
a: 


ae 


WSCF Holds Executive Meeting 


_ (Oxford) - The first steps toward developing a Student Christian Federation in 
© the Middle East were taken by the Executive Committee of the World's Student 
Christian Federation at its meeting on April 16-23, at Ripon Hall, near Oxford, 
_ England. 

The more than forty participants from all over the world approved plans 
for making contacts with Moslem students as a new step in the WSCF's policy of 
setting up "regular conversations" with non-Christian student groups. 


| 
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The committee made plans for the Federation's special project on the "Life 
and Mission of the Church", which will be carried on between 1958 and 1963. 
More than a hundred delegates from Asian countries are expected to attend the 
preparatory conference scheduled from December 28, 1958, to January 8, 1959, in 
Rangoon. A world-wide conference on the problems and the current methods of 
the Church's mission is planned for 1960 in the United Kingdom, with 500 parti- 
— Follow-up regional conferences are planned for 1961, 1962 
and l > 


The committee agreed that the WSCF needs "radical reorganisation of its 
structure and methods" to meet current needs. It now has members in more than 
seventy countries. The committee called for new work to be carried out among 
teachers in universities, and among students of secondary schools, teacher 
training colleges and technical institutions. 


The appointment of the Rev. Charles Long of the Protestant Episcopal Church 
in the USA to the Federation staff was confirmed by the committee. He will 
have special responsibility for the "Life and Mission of the Church" project. 

The Rev. Frank Glendenning of the United Kingdom was officially named to work 
in secondary schools on a part-time basis. The Rev. Robert Bates of the Dis- 
ciples of Christ in the United States has now joined the Federation staff 
for work in South East Asia. Plans were also made for the appointment of ad- 
ditional secretaries for work in East Asia and in Africa. E.P.S., Geneva 


Mixed Marriages in United Kingdom 


(Liverpool) - Marriages between Roman Catholics and non-Roman Catholics in the 
archdiocese of Liverpool will be celebrated at the high altar in the future, 
according to orders from Roman Catholic Archbishop Heenan of Liverpool. In 
the past, mixed marriages have been consecrated at a side altar or in the 
sacristy. 


Pointing out that the decision did not mean he favoured mixed marriages, 
the Archbishop said he wanted the marriage ceremony to be more dignified, and 
was especially anxious that non-Catholics hours not feel any insult because of 
a lack of ceremony. E.P.S., Geneva 


Technical Assistance Programme Considered by Clls 

(New York) - The Executive Committee of Church World Service, relief agency of 
the National Council of the Churches of Christ in the USA, has authorised its 
executive director to prepare specific plans for a Christian Technical Assis- 
tance Programme, designed to help Asia to solve its own problems. 


The programme was proposed by Dr. R. Norris Wilson, just back from a visit 
to the agency's centres in twenty-two countries. He said the programme would 
enable church groups to make wider use of their experts in agriculture, child 
care, welfare and handicrafts by lending them to other groups, especially na- 
tional Christian councils in various Asian nations. E.P.S., Geneva 


United Bible Societies Publish Two Studies 


(London) - Recent studies by the United Bible Societies are the subjects of two 
recent publications. 


The results of a study on campaigns for the free mass distribution of the 


Scriptures, prepared by the UBS's former research secretary, Dr. A.M. Chirgwin, 


| 
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have been published in a booklet, "For Every Man", The survey and analysis 
provided the background for last summer's statement by the UBS Council that, in 
the view of the Bible Societies, the Scriptures normally should be sold and not 
given away. The study also pointed out that campaigns for the mass distribu- 
tion of the Scriptures are most fruitful when undertaken by the churches them- 
selves. 


The spring issue of the quarterly "UBS Bulletin" is almost exclusively 
devoted to a description and analysis of the biblical renewal in the Roman 
Catholic Church, and particularly in French-speaking areas. B.P.S., Geneva 


in Brief 


Professor William Manson, well-known Church of Scotland New Testament 
scholar, died recently. He had taken a prominent part in the Faith and Order 
movement, and was a former convener of the Inter-Church Relations Committee of 
_ the General Assembly. 


4 e %& 


Archbishop Jose Cuenco of the Philippines has prohibited Roman Catholics 
in the Iloilo diocese from participating in YMCA activities. He warned Catho- 
lics not to join nor support YMCA activities nor use Y buildings. 


sree 


The Basél Mission, Switzerland's oldest Protestant missionary society, has 
been hailed by a Ghana official for the "profound influence" it has had on the 
new country's development. Mr. R.A. Quarshie, first secretary of the Ghana 
Embassy in Paris, said that many Ghana cabinet members "were brought up in the 
traditions of the Basel mission. We are a secular state and the fact that 
_ those of us who are Christian or Mohammedan or hold some other belief can work 
together so amicably is a tribute to the ideas of toleration instilled by the 
Basél Mission." 


7 5 a 9 
4 This year's meeting of the General Synod of the United Evangelical-lutheran 
_ Church of Germany (VELKD), scheduled for bisenach from May 31 to June 5, has 


been transferred to Berlin. Attempts to get permission from East German auth- 
Orities to hold the meeting in Eisenach failed. . 


eras 2 


The four-man pacifist crew of the ketch, "Golden Rule", were arrested on 
May 1 at sea off Hawaii. The crew intended to sail the boat into the United 
States Pacific nuclear testing area in protest against the atomic weapons 
testing. The four were arrested on charges of criminal contempt of court 
after disregarding orders of the US Atomic Energy Commission, the Navy, and a 
court injunction to stay out of the restricted area. 


eae 


The Council of the Evangelical Church in Germany (EKD) has granted a sub- 
Sidy to the Centre for the Protection of the Rights of Conscientious Objectors. 
Through its representative in the German Federal Government, the Council will 
advocate that conscientious objectors be permitted to do alternative civilian 
service outside Germany. E.P.S., Geneva ) 
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Report from Germany 


Dibelius Points Up German Church Problems 


(Berlin) - Bishop Otto Dibelius of Berlin set the stage for the tense and out- 
spoken debate that marked the all-German Synod of the Evangelical Church in 
Germany (EKD) (see also EPS No. 17) by a review of the main points at issue be- 
tween Church and state in East Germany. 


In the course of his two-hour report, the bishop described in detail how 
an atheistic'state opposition-church" was being built up in the German Demo- 
cratic Republic (DDR). The bishop protested vigorously against the way the 
state was using its power to force the situation. He said the state was exer- 
cising pressure on the conscience of children and parents to participate in the 


Communist-controlled "youth dedication" ceremonies in a way not experienced 


before. 


"It really is a miracle that there are any families left at all which still 
stand up to this concentrated pressure," said Bishop Dibelius, who is president 
of the Synod. "The only education available in the German Democratic Republic 
is given in schools dominated by the religion of materialism." 


Drawing attention to the effect on the Church, the veteran bishop warned that 
"no one must think that a church which experiences such difficulties as those 
faced by the Church in Hast Germany therefore ceases to be joyous and hopeful. 
We are undoubtedly forced into a new form of church life. But the experience 
of other countries shows that in this new form of church, in which a smaller 
group of Christians hold to their faith more firmly than before, its life devel- 
ops unsuspected/strength," 


On the subject of the basic agreement made last year between the EKD's 
Synod and the West German government dealing with chaplaincies in the armed forces, 
the bishop emphasised that application of the agreement was a matter for decision 
by the individual West German member churches of the EKD. He said the Church 
regarded it as a duty not to let the soldiers who belonged to the Church lose 
contact completely with the Christian message. 


stressing that the agreement had not been concluded with NATO but with the 
West German government, the bishop declared that the offer to conclude a similar 
pact with the DDR government in the East had been abruptly rejected. Bishop 


Dibelius referred to a demand from the "church brotherhoods" - groups of pastors 


and laymen - that the EKD Synod should cancel the agreement and renounce all 
recourse to atomic weapons (see EPS No. 11). He said that the threat of schism 
if this demand were not adopted could do no good unless it was absolutely clear 
that the Bible demanded it. 


‘In part of his address dealing with weapons of mass destruction, the bishop 
reiterated his support for statements made repeatedly by the EKD and the World 
Council of Churches calling for the general prohibition of weapons of mass de- 
struction and modern warfare as a whole. 


"Weapons of mass destruction must disappear from international life,‘ Bishop 
Dibelius said. "They must not be used in Germany or anywhere else. In the 
atomic age there can be no such thing as a ‘just war'. Atomic warfare means 
the mass-murder of the population in other countries and in one's ow, and be- 
cause we reject atomic’ weapons we must reject war itself... It is the Church's 
duty to make this challenge heard all over the world: ‘War has got to stop!" 

K.P.S., Geneva 
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Christian Aid Week Launched in Britain 


(London) - A hut from a European refugee camp has been authentically reconstruc- 
ted,inside and out, in the forecourt of the Church of St. Martin's-in-the-Fields 
facing Trafalgar Square, London, during Christian Aid Week, May 12 - 17. 


The hut is a central feature in the London part of a drive to encourage the 
people of England, Scotland, Wales and Ireland to help refugees and people in 
need through the programmes of Inter-~Church Aid and Refugee Service of the 
British Council of Churches and through the World Council of Churches. 


The first people to pass through a "frontier post" established in front of 
the hut were the Archbishop of Canterbury, Dr. Geoffrey Fisher, and the llayor 
of Westminster, Sir Charles Norton. On Monday, May 12, they officially opened 
the exhibition, in spite of a last-minute emergency situation created on the 
preceding Friday night, when intruders forced a lock and smashed a window of the 
hut. The contents of the interior were ransacked, apparently in a search for 


money . 


Commenting on the attempted burglary, a British Council of Churches spokes— 
man said the contents of the hut had been thrown around, but that nothing of 
value had been removed. The burglars had passed over valuable sound~recording 
equipment. "They found nothing else there of any value," said the BCC officer. 
"Refugees don't possess anything of value, and our hut is a genuine replica." 

He added: "We didn't mind the broken window. We had already smashed several 
ourselves to make the hut more realistic." 
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The London bus strike has interfered with plans to place large banners on 
‘buses during the Christian id Week drive. The Transport and General Workers' 
- Union has been approached and asked to organise a procession of its members in 
Beondon streets to carry the banners in spite of the bus hold-up. 


The London programme is part of a nation-wide observance. About 300 areas 
in the British Isles will bring the world's need and the churches' work before a 
eee Public. E.P.S., Geneva 


Italian Evangelical Pastor Acquitted 


Mxaples) ~ The Rev. Pasquale Ferrara, an evangelical pastor, has been acquitted 


of a charge that he had performed a marriage ceremony without previous police 
‘authorisation. 

q A 1931 law prohibited non-Roman Catholic ceremonies without police approval. 
‘However, the civil court at Calabritto, near Naples, based its decision on a 
ruling last year by Italy's Constitutional Court, which said that constitutional 
principles on religious equality and freedom of assembly must prevail over con- 
flicting police regulations. 


The civil court said this principle was involved in Mr. Ferrara's case and 
"that "the pastor's action was legitimate". E.P.S., Geneva 


Golden Rule Crew Get Suspended Sentence 


(Honolulu) - The four United States pacifists who attempted to sail a thirty- 
é foot ketch into the Eniwetok nuclear testing grounds have received a sixty~day 
Suspended sentence and been placed on a year's probation. 


’ The men, three Quakers and a Methodist, were arrested by the US Coast Guard 
at sea off Hawaii (see EPS No. 18) and Spe six days in jail. Us Federal ; 
Judge John Wiig warned them that they would be jailed again if they made further 
efforts to sail to the testing area. Judge Wiig said that if such disobedience 
were overlooked, no matter what the motive, "courts would be impotent and judi- 

7 cial power would be a mockery". 


Speaking in court, the group's spokesman, former Lt. Comdr. Albert Smith 
Bigelow, Beans Tt ar have been contempt of God ~ the highest authority - 
af I hadn't done my best to stop these nuclear testing atrocities. They are 
contemptuous crimes against all mankind; a gross evil." B.P.S., Geneva 


Jacques Maritain Says Intercredal Charity Needed for Lasting Peace 


(Milwaukee, Wisconsin) - A French Roman Catholic philosopher teaching at Prince- 
ton University, says that lasting peace in the world can only be brought about 
by mutual understanding and cooperation of persons "belonging to different 
“Spiritual families". 


Dr. Jacques Maritain, writing in the May issue of "Spiritual Life", a Roman 
Catholic quarterly published in ifilwaukee, appealed for cooperation between mem- 
Bonc of different faiths "on the very level of religious life, knowledge and 
xperience", 


he 
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The philosopher pointed out that he was not asking for tolerance but for 
"human fellowship" which he went on to describe as "the friendship of charity... 
between believers of different religious denominations". This fellowship, he 
said, is associated with the "ecumenical bringing together of divided Christians" 
and with "the labour of bringing into mutual comprehension believers of every 
denomination". E.P.S., Geneva 


World Baptist Official Reports on Colombia 


(Richmond, Virginia) - The time of violent persecution of Protestants in Colombia 


“seems almost ended", according to Dr. Theodore F. Adams, president of the Baptist 


World Alliance, who has just retumed from a two-week visit there. Dr. Adams 
says that the new Colombian government "has a more liberal attitude regarding 


religious freedom', adding that when local police fail to help, Protestants who 


are persecuted can usually get assistance from the central government. 


Dr. Adams, who is also pastor of First Baptist Church in Richmond, Virginia, 
added that "subtle, non-violent persecution continues in many ways". He said 
that Protestant children in public schools have to study Roman Catholic doctrine 
and attend Catholic Masses and processionals. E.P.S., Geneva 


Dutch Reformed Pastors Speak on Apartheid Policy 


(Capetown) - Two leading ministers of the Dutch Reformed Church in South Africa 
have defended the country's racial policy at the annual meeting of the South 
African Bureau of Racial Affairs. 


The Rev. H.J.C. Snijders, moderator of the Dutch Reformed Church in Natal, 
said that "if the church is of the opinion that the different racial groups can 
only come to their full development along the road of absolute apartheid, then 
the church must educate and encourage the public to accept that policy". 


Mr. Snijders pointed out that it was "difficult for the church to adopt any 
other attitude toward South African racial problems than the road of absolute 
apartheid. It is a fact," he continued, "that the principles of separation are 
to be found in the Bible. If there were no apartheid, the culture of the white 
would be completely annihilated by the blacks." 


At the same meeting, the Rev. W.A. Landman of Malmesbury, a prominent pastor, 
said that integration of the two races must be "ruled out", but-he added that 
non-whites "will not be satisfied forever with merely an indirect say in the 
institutions which decide their interests and future". Dr. Landman said that 
"we must recognise the fact that immature persons cannot assume full political 
responsibility, but it also must be reccgnised that the non-white will not remain 
in a backward or uncivilised state for ever. We have a long uphill road in 
front of us." E.P.S., Geneva 


Demonstrations in DDR Follow Berlin Synod 


(Berlin) - The synod of the Evangelical lutheran Church of Mecklenburg in the 
German Democratic Republic (DDR) decided to suspend its sessions last week when 
Communist demonstrators challenged the church to “make up for the failure" of the 
all-German synod of the Evangelical Church in Germany (EKD) (see EPS No. 18) to 
condemn all use of atomic weapons by German armies. 
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The decision to end the synod came on the third day of its proceedings 
following discussions held behind closed doors after the first day. Before the 
synod opened the demonstrators arrived. They distributed pamphlets and deman- 
ded admission to the meetings. 


Other demonstrations were staged outside the house of Dr. Frankel of Gorlitz, 
DDR, who had sharply criticised the manifestations of Communist groups at the 
Berlin all-German synod. 


am Church leaders in the province of Silesia have received resolutions from 
schools, public authorities and’ sovernment departiwents in the DDR asking for 
Frankel to be punished or to quit Nast Germany. The Silesian Church's Executive 
has issued a statement defending Frankel on the ground that his main concern was 


for the Berlin synod to be undisturbed in its work. 


West German comments on the EKD's meeting include a positive reaction from 
Hanover's Bishop Hanns Lilje, who writes in the church paper "Somtagsblatt" that 
at is a very important fact that a gathering which was so divided politically 
nevertheless revealed a unity which did not spring from similar political con- 
Wictions". Bishop Lilje says "the synod has made a big contribution to public 
aifairs by refusing to regard politics as the only thing in life". 


, , Dr. Heinz Kloppenburg of Dortmund says "the synod 
admitted that it could not reach agreement on the burning question of the hour. 
Merely repeating the general phrases rejecting atomic weapons does not constitute 
‘a really concrete message for the Christian who asks what he is to do," continues 
Dr. Kloppenburg. "However, it must not be overlooked that the synod's request 
‘not to arm German military forces with atomic weapons was absolute, unconditional, 
without ‘ifs' or 'buts' or other circumlocutions," he writes. 


~ 


Writing in "Junge Kirche", 


Expressing a different viewpoint, Bishop Wilhelm Halfmann of Schleswig- 

Holstein told his church's synod that the Berlin discussions had "weakened the 
‘ss nod and turned it into a political meeting". He declared that the controversy 
had “brought to light a deep underlying disunity" and that it remained to be seen 
what the claim to remain united really meant in view of the great differences of 


i 


opinion on atomic disarmament. 2 E.P.S., Geneva 


Bishop Lajos Ordass Under Criticism in Hungary 


(Budapest) ~ Iutheran Bishop Lajos Ordass, senior vice~president of the Lutheran 
World Federation and head of the Hungarian Lutheran Church's Southern Diocese, 
has been subjected to critical comment in his own church. 


P, The Lutheran World Federation in Geneva has expressed concern that the 
bishop, who was forced last December to resign as primate of the lutheran Church, 
Might be subjected to further pressure from the Hungarian government as a result 
sof the criticisms. 

a 

2 Successive issues of "Evangelikus Elet", the Lutheran Church paper, have 
published resolutions of the pastors of Bishop Ordass's diocese in which regret 
is recorded because “many of the measures adopted by church leaders last year 
line up alongside the events of the counter-revolution". They call for the 
bishop "to examine his present attitude and put his relations with the state in 
order". The pastors' request is made "in order to ensure peace in the diocese". 


i Some of the pastors are reported to have abstained from voting for the 
request to the bishop, who was imprisoned on false charges of currency manipu- 
lation in 1948, but cleared and rehabilitated by Church and state in the summer 
of 1956. E.P.5., Geneva 
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India's Supreme Court Tests legality of Education Bill 


(New Delhi) - The bill introduced by the Communist government of the south 

Indian state of Kerala to control state aid to schools run by minority groups 

is being examined by the Supreme Court of India to determine whether it infringes 
the national constitution (see EPS No. 36, 1957). 


The Counsel for the President of India told the court that enforcement of 
the bill's conditions would put too much power in the hands of government officers 
in Kerala and make it possible to control school staffs and determine curricula 
on the pretext of administering, financial grants. 


The President's representative, Indian attorney~general I1.C. Setalvad, said 
the bill's clauses threatened minority rights under the Indian Constitution. 


Mr. G.S. Pathak, appearing for the Kerala Christian Education Committee, said the 


bill could force minority institutions to provide for the study of Communist and 
other books that would conflict with the religious faith the schools wished to 


teach. 


Defending the bill on behalf of the Kerala government, Mr. D.N. Pritt said 
the measure aimed at free and compulsory education for children in primary schools 
and that this principle should not be discarded “in order to protect certain 
privileges of the minorities". He argued that the State of Kerala was "anxious 
to support the right of minorities to have schools of their ow choice for their 
children", but that government aid and recognition could be "granted only on the 
general terms and conditions applicable to others". 


The bill ‘would affect the future of about 2,000 minority-administered schools 
in Kerala, which is the most highly literate area of India and has the highest 
proportion of Christians. It has been bitterly opposed by churches. Thirteen 
groups from Kerala and various other parts of India asked the country's president 
to raise the question of its legality, including the All-India Anglo-Indian As- 
sociation, the Apostolic Carmel Education Society, Mangalore, and the Kerala 
Christian Education Action Committee. 


The hearing was expected to last eight or nine days, but the court's judgment 
will probably not be given until August. E.P.S., Geneva 


in Brief 


The new high altar of St. Paul's Cathedral in London was consecrated by the 
Bishop of London on May 7 as a memorial to 335,000 British Commonwealth dead of 
World Wars I and II. The new altar and canopy are simpler than those destroyed 
by bombs in 1940, and are believed to be closer to the original design of Chris- 
topher Wren. 


a 


Bishop Friedrich Wunderlich of the Methodist Church in Germany has been 
invited to visit Moscow with a group of Methodist leaders to inform himself about 
the Church and religion in the Soviet Union. 


eae 


Miss Catharina A. De Vlieger has been appointed director of the Press Office 
of the Dutch Reformed Church. Since 1945 she has been assistant to the late 
director, Dr. N.G.J. van Schouwenburg, with whom she cooperated in building up 
the Press Office. 
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Following Communist demonstrations outside the meetings of the synod of 
Mecklenburg, Germany (see Page 3), the Conference of EKD Member Churches in the 
DDR has declared its opposition to the admission of "delegations" to synod meet— 
ings and expressed "consternation" over the events in Mecklenburg. 


oe 


The Lutheran Church-Missouri Synod has issued a discussion outline to guide 
its pastors and congregations in studying the issue of membership in the Lutheran 
World Federation. In a letter accompanying the five-page outline, Dr. John W. 
Behnken, church president, says the "entire question needs thorough study". 


CST 


The Rev. Arne Bugge, minister at the Cathedral of Copenhagen, plans to begin 
a four-and-a-half month visit to Russia in the autumn. He will study medieval 


liturgical manuscripts and investigate the influence of Byzantine culture on 
, medieval Russia. 


% % 


"Neue Zeit", organ of the Communist-sympathising Christian Democratic Union 
in East Germany, has attacked a Roman Catholic pastoral letter read in German 
Roman Catholic pulpits as "interference in the internal affairs of the German 
Democratic Republic", The letter protested against the pressure exerted on 
people's conscience in the German Democratic Republic (DDR). 


x ¥ 


Dr. Edgar H.S. Chandler, director of Service to Refugees for the World 
Council of Churches in Geneva, has been re-elected to a second term as Chairman 
of the Conference of Voluntary Agencies Working for Refugees. H.P.S., Geneva 
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Texan Ministers Call Segregation Wrong 


(Dallas, Texas) - Three hundred white Protestant ministers in Dallas, Texas, 
have urged school boards to make desegregation plans public "as soon as possi- 
ble", and have called enforced segregation "morally and spiritually wrong". 
Methodist Bishop William C. Martin, spokesman for the group, said the 300 
Signers were a majority of the white Protestant clergy in the Dallas area. 


The ministers asked that law and order be kept "as Dallas faces desegre- 
gation of its public schools", and urged churches, service clubs, newspapers, 
radio and television stations and community organisations to "join together in 
seeking actively to promote the spirit of harmony and peace among all people". 

K.P.S., Geneva 


Dr. Blake Sends Message to Parents of Slain Korean Student 


(Philadelphia) - Dr. Eugene Carson Blake, stated clerk of the Presbyterian 
Church in the USA, has expressed his regret at the "Christian failure" that 
resulted in the death last month of a 26-year-old Korean exchange student 
studying in Philadelphia. Mr. In Ho Oh, a graduate student at the University 
of Pennsylvania, was killed on the street without reason by a gang of eleven 
teen-age boys. 


Dr. Blake, who is also a member of the Central Committee of the World 
Council of Churches, sent a message to the boy's parents, Mr. and Mrs. Ki 
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Byung Oh, saying that "all of us feel a deep sense of responsibility for our 
failures as Christians to deal adequately with the evils that beset our society". 
The parents are active members of 4 Presbyterian USA church in Pusan. They 
have asked clemency for the youths rounded up for the murder and have set up, 

"in a Christian spirit", an educational fund to help the gang leaders. 


"We are humbled by the Christian spirit you have demonstrated in asking 
that leniency be granted your son's slayers," Dr. Blake wrote. "Your willing- 
ness to go the second mile has made its impact upon millions of Americans." 

E.P.S., Geneva 


Sotiffer Legal Measures Against Civil Marriages in Spain 


(Madrid) - The Spanish Civil Code has been modified to make it compulsory for 
non-Roman Catholics to prove they do not belong to the Roman Catholic Church. 


The insertion of this "burden of proof" into the law itself codifies recent 
administrative regulations, which demanded proof of non-Catholic status and 


acceptance of the evidence by the local bishop before a civil marriage licence 
could be issued. 


SE Se ee ee pS eS Se 


Recent practice under the regulations that were in force before the new 
legal measure indicates that Roman Catholics, or people baptised as Roman Catho- 
lics, are formally excommunicated by the local bishop if they become parties 
to a Civil marriage. People who act as "witnesses" in furnishing proof of the 
non—Roman Catholic belief of parties to a civil marriage have also been excom- 
municated in some cases. It is not yet clear whether the evidence of Protes— 
tant ministers, or of Protestants not baptised in the Roman Catholic Church, 
will be accepted by the courts as sufficient proof that a party to a civil 
marriage is a non-Roman Catholic. B.P.S., Geneva 


University Honours Christian Century 


(Columbia, Missouri) - "The Christian Century", leading American undenominational 

weekly publication, has received one of five University of Missouri Honour 

Awards for distinguished service in journalism. The award recognised the maga- 
Zine for its "half century of service in reviewing the Significant events of 

the world and commenting wisely upon them". 


Speaking at the university's Journalism Week, "Century" editor Harold E. 
Fey said it was "high time" that the American secular press "should venture to 
report and evaluate religion in depth". A responsible press, Dr. Fey said, 
should challenge the many forms of "vulgarisation of religion". These include 
"the peace of mind cult, the 'Man Upstairs' kind of sentimentality, the natio- 
nalistic notion that God is Uncle Sam in a different set of whiskers, the super- 
stition-mongers, the psychologisers and the mass revivalists". Dr. Fey added: 
"They include the men who try to fasten a Christopher medal to a space missile, 
as well as the men who urge soldiers to carry New Testaments over their hearts, 
not because they read them, but because they may magically stop a bullet." 


The press has, in part, created "the current American fashion of religio- 
sity", which "should be ventilated by the press", he said. "This religiosity 
is the greatest single peril faced by valid religion. It spreads a thin 
veneer of piety over millions whose church membership is nothing more than 
social conformity." E.P.S., Geneva 
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Finnish Lutherans and Orthodox Confer 


(Helsinki) - A conference of Lutheran and Orthodox theologians and laymen was 
n held during the second week of May at the Finnish Church Training Institute at 
Jarvenpéa. Aimed at expressing "the new sense of mutual responsibility" felt 
by both national churches, the meeting was one in a series held annually since 
1954. Dr. H.H. Wolf, director of the World Council of Churches! Ecumenical 
Institute at Bossey, Switzerland, and Mr. John Lawrence, editor of Britain's 
"Prontier", took part in the Sessions, which were also addressed by Finnish 
lutheran Bishop Eino Sormunen and the Finnish Orthodox priest Father D. Tarvasaho. 


A Russian delegation was invited to take part, but did not arrive. 


i a 
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The Ecumenical Institute of Bossey sponsored the meeting with the Jarvenpaa 
Institute. It was followed by a consultation on practical problems confronting 
the two churches, arranged by the Finnish Ecumenical Council. 


Mixed marriages between Lutherans and Orthodox, especially in the Bast of 
Finland, have involved 85% of the Orthodox population in some districts. A 
report from the consultation making suggestions about pastoral follow-up in 
these cases will be sent to all local congregations. The Finnish Lutheran 
Church has about 4,000,000 members and the Orthodox about 76,000. 


The consultation also recommended to the Finnish government's board of 
education that school text books in future should include teaching about each 
church that is approved by the church authorities. 


Participants described the consultation's decisions as"a precedent for a 
new kind of ecumenical action in Finland". E.P.S., Geneva 


Java "Gereformeerde" Congregations to Join Indonesian Church 


(Djakarta) - A special synod of the Gereformeerde (Christian Reformed) Churches 
of Indonesia has decided to approve the future affiliation of its congregations 
in Bandung and Surabaya with the indigenous Church of Central Java, itself a 
product of Gereformeerde missionary activity. 


The Gereformeerde Churches in Indonesia have a largely European membership. 
Last year they joined the World Council of Churches, though their mother church 
in the Netherlands has not done so. They were requested subsequently by the 
Irish Evangelical Church to revise their decision to join, but have now replied 
to the Irish church that they have no intention of "watering down" their own 
beliefs, but regard it as a "call" to make their voice heard within the WCC. 
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The synod decided not to join the World Presbyterian Alliance in view of 
other international commitments and responsibilities, but asked to maintain 
contact with it. BE.P.S., Geneva 


10,000 US Methodist Women Attend National Assembly 


(St. Louis) - Two speakers at the Assembly of Methodist women, held early in 
May at St. Louis, ifissouri, underscored the need for Christians to face up to 
the spiritual, technical, economic and political problems of the new space and 
nuclear age. They were Dr. Chandran Devanesan of Madras Christian College, 
Tambaram, India, and Dr. Kenneth M. Maxwell of the National Council of the 
Churches of Christ in the USA. 


Sa ee 
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Dr. Devanesan told the 10,000 women attending the Fifth Quadrennial Nation-— 
al Assembly of the Methodist Woman's Society of Christian Service that there is 
a need for "critical self-examination" in the face of racist, Communist and 
nationalist tendencies and the renaissance of old religions. "Racism", he 
said, "is the most important of the powerful forces arrayed against the Church. 
The power exercised by white races over the coloured in the past four hundred 
years left a terrible legacy of racial tensions. Never, perhaps, in the his- 
tory of the world has racism played such a divisive role as today. In many 
parts of Asia the Christian Church is rejected as the exclusive property of the 
white races and Christ is seen as a white tribal god - a blond-haired nordic or 
a blue-eyed Anglo-Saxon." 


Dr. Maxwell, who directs the NCC's Department of International Affairs, 


_ told the women that "Christians have a special responsibility in the new age, 


and we in the United States should be at the forefront of revolutions for human 
values in our world. There is a vast need in our own foreign policy, while 
not neglecting the military aspects, to emphasize the constructive things which 
make for peace." 


In closing sessions of their week-long meeting, the women pledged $7,970,000 
for their 1959 missionary work in the United States and thirty-two countries 
overseas. The total was more than a million dollars higher than the amount 
pledged four years ago. There are 1,805,599 WSCS members, organised into 31,014 
local church societies. The women support 514 missionaries as well as hundreds 
of national church workers in foreign fields and 2,000 deaconesses and other 
workers in home fields. B.P.S., Geneva 


Hungarian Council Asks for World Christian Synod 


(Budapest) - At its meeting last month, the Hungarian Ecumenical Council con- 
sidered the relations between the Hungarian churches and the ecumenical movement 
and went on record as favouring a Czechoslovakian proposal for establishing a 
Christian world synod. 


The Hungarian council proposed that the World Council of Churches call a 
meeting of representatives to discuss plans for setting up a world synod that 
would take decisions on international problems, especially regarding atomic war- 
fare and armament. 


The World Council was also asked to urge member churches to appeal to their 
member governments to stop atomic bomb tests and to prevent other nations from 
staging atomic tests "as a further way of promoting international peace". 


Chairman of the conference was Bishop Lajos Veté. Others present included 
Bishop Elémer Gydry and Bishop Lajos Daranyi of the Reformed Church, Dr. Tibor 
Bartha, Dr. Laszlo Szabo, president of the Baptist Church in Hungary, and Dr. 
Gyula Murakozy, general secretary of the Hungarian Ecumenical Council. 


UN Honours First Refugee Commissioner 


(Geneva) - A plaque honouring the first United Nations High Commissioner for 
Refugees, Dr. G.J. van Heuven Goedhart, has been unveiled in the UN Hall of 
Fame in Geneva. 


Speaking at the ceremony, Dr. Edgar H.S. Chandler, associate director of 
the Division of Inter-Church Aid and Service to Refugees of the World Council 
of Churches, said that Dr. van Heuven Goedhart, who died in 1956, is remembered 
"as a great champion of refugees, whose voice echoed and re-echoed through the 
halls of the United Nations and the chancelleries of the world. But we also 
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remember him as one who remained close to the refugees themselves. In the name 
of humanity and in the name of God, we would make our tribute by dedicating 
ourselves again to the cause of homeless brethren in need." 


UN General Secretary Dag Hammarskjold and Dr. August R. Lindt, present UN 
High Commissioner for Refugees, sent messages from the United States. 


H.P.S., Geneva 


The United Arab Republic and Free Education 


(Cairo) - According to an official news bulletin from Cairo, the United Arab 
Republic is about to issue a new law concerning free education. The Catholic 
and Protestant schools and colleges which still exist in Syria and Egypt would 
be particularly affected by this measure, 


The new law, the newspapers report, stipulates that no foreign private 
school can be opened unless it is founded and directed by persons of Arab nation- 


ality. For the moment private schools are not permitted to increase their en- 
rolment. 


Under a law passed in 1956, students must receive religious instruction in 
their own faith at the school which they attend, and this instruction must be 
given by teachers approved by the government (see EPS No. 23, 1956). 

E.P.S., Geneva 


British Bible Society Cuts Production 


(London) - For the first time in its history, the British and Foreign Bible 
Society has had to cut its production of publications because of "financial 
stringency". 


Speaking at the society's annual meeting in London, Dr. ‘illiam J. Platt, 
general secretary, said the agency had to turn down requests which would have 
cost nearly $2,800,000 to produce. However, despite increasing costs, the 
society distributed more than ten million Scriptures in 1957 as compared with 
six million in 1950. During the first six months of 1957 Dr. Platt said the 
agency printed a million complete Bibles, a job that would have taken about 
twelve months two years ago. B.P.S., Geneva 


"Upper Room" to Honour Dr, Cavert 

(Nashville, Tennessee) - Dr. Samuel McCrea Cavert, who retired in January as 

executive secretary in the US for the World Council of Churches, will receive 
the 1958 "Upper Room" citation for leadership in world Christian fellowship. 


The annual award, which will be presented on September 25 in New York, is 
given by "The Upper Room", monthly devotional guide published by the Methodist 
Church and distributed in twenty-nine languages. E.P.S., Geneva 


Roman Catholic Ecumenist Dies in Belgium 


- (Chevetogne, Belgium) - Dom Clement Lialine of the Benedictine abbey of Cheve- 


togne, in Belgium, died on April 26, at the age of 56. He was for many years 
active as an interpreter of Russian Orthodoxy in Roman Catholic circles, and 
maintained close contact with ecumenical leaders of many confessions. Many 
of Dom Lialine's publications dealt at length with the ecclesiology of the 
World Council of Churches. B.P.S., Geneva 
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World YWCA Issues New Publication 


(Geneva) - The second edition of a new publication, "The YWCA in Action", just 
issued in Geneva by the World YWCA, deals with Y programmes and projects in the 
field of social and international responsibility. 


The May issue, the first in a series of three on "The YWCA Serves the 
Working Women", deals with day-care service for children. Two later issues 
will be devoted to related questions, and will give practical suggestions for 
establishing community services for working women. At the same time, the series 
is serving as preparatory material for a special consultation on a Christian 
approach to women's questions’ scheduled to be held by the World YWCA prior to 
its 1959 World Council meeting in Mexico. 


As a result of a survey to gather material for the current issue, the World 
YWCA presented a statement at the twelfth session of the UN Commission on the 
Status of Women in Geneva last month, pointing out the need for a continuing 
concern for maintaining good standards in both public and private child care 
agencies. 


The first issue of "The YWCA in Action", published in January, was a guide 
to study and discussion on aspects of juvenile delinquency and other social 
problems, as related to the YWCA programme. .P.S., Geneva 


US, Dutch Church Groups Speak on Nuclear Arms Testing 


Two groups, United Church Women in the United States, and the General Synod 
of the Gereformeerde Kerk (The Christian Reformed Church) in the Netherlands, 
have made recent statements on nuclear arms testing and modern warfare. 


In a meeting in Oklahoma City, the 150-member board of managers of United 
Church “omen has called on the United States government to cease testing nuclear 
weapons for a trial period as"a first step" in seeking the reduction of armaments. 
The statement of the policy-making board was based on a declaration made last 
summer by the Central Committee of the World Council of Churches at its meeting 
in New Haven, Conn. 


At the same time, the women said US policies on mutual trade and aid pro- 
grammes need to be expanded, with special emphasis on the needs of newly-devel- 
oping world areas. The board members, who represent about ten million United 
States church women, also spoke out on the crisis in education and the current 
emphasis on science. Women were urged to work for more and better schools "to 
develop the whole personality under a balanced curriculum". 


On the other hand, the synod of the Dutch church has passed a statement 
saying that modern methods of warfare do not change the duty of government au- 
thorities to defend justice by the use of arms. The gynod pointed out that 
while the guestion of using nuclear weapons and the sacrificing of human lives 
to maintain justice was a serious one, its decision remained the same. The 
‘statement said that the synod purposely did not send a message to the Dutch 
government condemning nuclear weapons, but added that it regards it as the 
church's duty to pray for those in authority and "through its witness and action 
to promote international peace based on law and justice". E.P.S., Geneva 
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Italian Methodists To Cooperate Fully with Waldensians 


(Rome ) - The annual synod of the Methodist Church in Italy has unanimously en- 
dorsed the carrying out of a plan to "integrate" pastoral work and evangelism 
in local areas with parallel activities of the Waldensian Church in the same 
fields. 


The plan, worked out last year after it had been decided not to proceed 
with proposals for organic union, will avoid overlapping. It is based on a 
recognition of the validity of both churches' ministries and on full intercon-— 
munion, and will mean that local pastors can serve both Methodists and Waldensians. 


Reports at the synod indicated growth in membership and in ontributions 
in the seven circuits of the Methodist Church in Italy, with a total of 55 local 
churches. Ninety-eight former Roman Catholics were reported to have become 
Methodists. A steady progress toward the goal of financial self-support was 
reported. 


A resolution of the synod condemned experiments with nuclear weapons and 
called for more intensive work for peace. 


The new general superintendent of the church, the Rev. Mario Sbaffi, pre- 
sided over the synod, which welcomed for the first time a three-man delegation 
from the Waldensian synod led by Moderator Achille Deodato, and thanked retiring 
superintendent Emanuele Sbaffi after 12 years! service. Methodist Bishop Fried- 

rich Wunderlich of Germany also attended. E.P.S., Geneva 


Asians Urge Study of Family Life 


(Chiengmai, Thailand) - Twenty representatives of Christian churches in eleven 
Kast Asian countries have urged the churches in their countries to prepare them- 
selves "to meet the crisis" that they believe the impact of industrialisation 

is going to create for family solidarity. 


sending a message to the churches at the close of a three-month training 
institute on Christian Family Life, the representatives said: "In East Asia, 
and elsewhere, the impact of industrialisation and urbanisation has not yet 
reached its peak, and the coming threat to family solidarity is not yet fully 
comprehended. We earnestly call upon the younger churches in these areas not 
to regard this situation with complacency, but to prepare themselves with all 
diligence to meet the crisis which we feel is assuredly coming." 


The message also asked the churches to make a "carefuland thorough study 
of the whole subject, and to train Christian pastors and lay leaders to give 
enlightened help and wise guidance in this field to the Christian community". 


The institute was led by Dr. David and Dr. Vera Mace, field consultants in 
home and family life for the International Missionary Council. They are holding 
a series of institutes throughout Asia (see EPS No. 3). H.P.S., Geneva 


In Brief 


The first televised Protestant service on the Flemish-speaking TV system 
in Belgium was transmitted from the chapel of the Protestant Churches' Pavilion 
at the Brussels world Fair on May ll. Introduced by a short documentary survey 
of the pavilion as a whole, the programme was devised and presented by Pastor 
O.M. de Vries of the ecumenical broadcasting service in the Netherlands. Pastor 
, André Pieters, of the Methodist Church in Belgium, preached. The service was 
e led by Pastor Pieter Fagel of the Netherlands Reformed Church in Brussels. 


Re 
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Under the auspices of the majority of the Cantonal and Free churches of the 
cantons of French-speaking Switzerland, a first course of training in the use of 
television for about eighty ministers and lay men and women was held in the 
studios of Radio Geneva on May 17, 18 and 19. The meetings were organised by 
Pastor Robert Stahler, director of Protestant television programmes in French- 
speaking Switzerland, and addressed by Pastor Marcel Gosselin, director of the 
radio and television service of the French Protestant Federation, and by Pastor 
C.M. de Vries, director of ecumenical television programmes in the Netherlands. 


We ae 


An Evangelical minister in Fondi, Italy, has left an ancient mansion there 
after being walled in for three days. The Rev. Umberto Righetti was "sealed" 
in his apartment in the house after a Roman Catholic neighbour was given a court 
order to have the only door closed with bricks because she objected to having 
evangelical meetings so near her living quarters. But when the Italian Super- 
intendent for Fine Arts refused to let the pastor build another exit, Mrs. 
Rasile agreed to reopen the doorway. "It was the only reasonable way to put an 
end to all this fuss," she said. 


Way 


For the first time in its 173-year history, women have taken part in the 
convention of the New York Protestant Episcopal Diocese as voting delegates. 
Women were granted the right last year to serve on vestries and as delegates to 
diocesan conventions. 


rs Ta 2 


Pastor Gyula Murakdzy, head of the "General Convent" of the Hungarian Re- 
formed Church in Budapest, has relinquished this post. He has been replaced 
for the time being by Pastor Istvan Gaal, deputy to the bishop of the Trans- 
Tiscian district, whose name has been put forward for confirmation as Pastor 
Murakozy's successor when the General Convent next meets. Pastor Murakozy will 
continue to serve as director of the foreign affairs department and general 
secretary of the Hungarian Ecumenical Council. 


Feyiies 


By an almost unanimous vote of the congregations, Dr. Zoltan Fekete, a pro- 
fessor of agriculture and previously "ecclesiastical inspector" in the Trans- 
Danubian area, has been elected inspector of the Northern Diocese of the Hun- 
garian Lutheran Church. 


* 


Union Theological Seminary, New York, the largest interdenominational theo- 
logical training institution in the world, has announced a sixteen million dollar 
long-range development programme of modernisation and extension to cope with ex- 
panding enrolments from many countries. 


x * 


The new United Presbyterian Church in the USA, to be formed at Pittsburgh 
on May 28 by the merger of the Presbyterian Church USA, with 2,791,547 members, 
and the United Presbyterian Church, with 311,025 members, will be fifth, and 
possibly fourth in size among America's Protestant churches. 


* * 
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Two more pastors have been arrested in the German Democratic Republic. 
They are Pastor Brinksmeyer from Teuchern, in the district of Hohenmolsen, ar-— 
rested under "suspicion of calumny against the state", and Pastor Ernst August 
Ide from Mihlberg. At the same time, Pastor Arthur Heyer from Carlow, Gade- 
busch district, Mecklenburg, has been condemned to four months’ imprisonment 
for “attempting to escape from the Republic". 


%* * 


The pastors of the four Lutheran churches in Yugoslavia have held a con- 
ference at Murska-Sobota on "Meeting Contemporary Needs in Preaching" . It was 
attended by 40 pastors. The conference was made possible by financial help 
from the lutheran World Federation. 


x * 


After ten years' interruption, the newspaper "Theologiai Szemle" (The 
Theological Review) is appearing again in Hungary. It is edited by Dr. Laszlo 
Marton Pakozdy, professor at the Academy of Reformed Theology at Debrecen. 
The 48-page paper will appear once a month. 


‘ j k %& 


The American film about Martin Luther now has a Korean sound track, and has 
been sent to the Council of Churches in Korea. A representative of the film 
production company reports that this year about 500,000 more people will be able 
to see the film in Central and South America. 


; ; x % 


"Drive-in Services", along the same lines as those held in Open-air parking 
places in the USA, are also being held in Sweden. The largest was held re- 
cently near Malmo on the initiative of the Motor-Cyclists' Temperance League. 
The congregation sat on their motor—bikes throughout the service. 


" tad alin 


Rudolf Schmidt from Dresden, a member of the Synod of the Evangelical 
Church in Germany (EKD), remained in Berlin as a political refugee after the 
synod. Schmidt had heard that he was going to be called to account for his 
attitude at the synod. 


Se 


\ Pastor William Schaeffer, of the USA, has been appointed as the new direc- 
_ tor of the Department of World Service of the lutheran World Federation for the 
United Kingdon. Pastor Schaeffer studied in the USA, Glasgow, Stockholm and 
Uppsala, and in 1948 was ordained as a pastor of the United Lutheran Church in 
America. His predecessor, Pastor Vernon F. Frazier, returned to the USA last 
= . month. 


%* * 


The main theme of the General Synod of the United Evangelical Lutheran 
} Church of Germany (VEIKD), which is to meet in Berlin-Spandau on June 2, is 
"The Evangelising Church". The synod will also discuss the rules of the church 
governing marriage, the question of a joint Preachers' Seminary of the United 
Church, and the question of marriages between Catholics and Protestants. 

B.P.S., Geneva 
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Roman Catholics Told to _Leave » Protestant ochools pls Ba 1ilippines 
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(Manila) ~ Following earlier orders to Philippine Roman Cathclics to leave the 


daly ¢ 
YMCA (see EPS No. 18), Archbishop Jese Maria Cuenco of Iloilo City has declared 
that from tiay 31 onward all Roman Gathclic YMCA supporters and students in Pra- 


\ 
testant institutions within his area will be excommunicated. 


The excommunication will apply te parents or guardians as well as the stu- 
dents themselves. The archbishop strassed that Roman Catholics must educate their 
children according to the Canon Law of their own church. 


@ 


The ruling will affect the Central Philippine University (an American Bap- 
tist institution) and the Iloilo liissicn Hospital School cf Nursing within the 
archbishop's area. If the ruling is extended to other parts of the Philippines, 
there are expected to be censiderable repercussions within the Roman Catholic 
church because hundreds cf Catholic students are enrolled in Protestant institu- 
tions and many more support the YiiCA and YWCA. B.P.S., Geneva 


WValdensian Church Denies Medc idling in Politics 


(Rome) - The Italian waldensian Church authorities have vigorously denied allega- 
tions in sections of the Catholic press of Italy that they instructed their men- 
bers how to vote in the Italian clecticns held on May 25, 


The aim of the Ecumenical Press Service is to keep its readers informed of trends of thought and opinion 


in and about the Churches and Christian Movements. It is therefore not to be held responsible for 
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The denial was issued on behalf of the "Tavola", central administrative au- 
thority of the Waldensians, after some Roman haina ie papers had reported that 
the Waldensian authorities, described as "the Waldensian episccpal conference", 
had "addressed to all their church members in Italy a direct suggestion that 
they should vote for candidates on the Radical and Republican lists" (secular- 
liberal and anticlerical). The Roman Catholic press reports that the Waldensian 
Church recognised in these parties' programmes "points of agreement with the 
church's religious belief", 


it has been assumed in Waldensian circles that the news items were intend- 
ed as a counter-move following the bad reception given by sections of the Italian 
population tc an appeal from the Roman Catholic bishops tc vote for the pro- 
Cathelic Christian Demecratic candidates in the elections. 


In its denial, the valdensian Uhurch announced that the news was "utterly 
without foundation and absolutely contrary to the truth", The Waldensian au- 
thorities say that "in consequence it can only be attributed to the misleading 
inventions of those whe wrote and sent out the report. The Waldensian Church of 
Italy has no wish to intervene in any way, directly or indirectly, in pcelitical 
conflicts at election time", continues the statement. "The reason is that, by 
contrast with the Roman bawhose Church, it gives its members, who are aware of 
their Christian responsibility, ccmplete liberty to make up their minds as to 
how they will vote." B.P.p., Geneva 


Basel Mission Groups Join Church of South India 


a ae cre a Re 


(Madras) - Two Christian communities in the Marathi-speaking area of the Swiss- 
founded Basel Mission Church joined the Church of South India at Pentecost, 
May 25. 


When the Church of South India was formed in 1947 by the union of former 
Anglican, Methodist, Presbyterian and Congregationalist churches, the Malabar 
Christians of the Basel Mission joined, but Kanarese and Marathi groups reserved 
their decision. 


Adherence of the two new grcups te the CSI places them under the jurisdic- 
tion of the diocesan bishcp, but they will, as in the case of other local areas, 
retain the right to use existing forms cf local church government and liturgy. 
E.P.o., Geneva 


India's Supreme Court Suspends Judgment on Education Bill 


(New Delhi) - The Indian Supreme Court has suspended judgment on the legality of 
the bill introduced by the Communist government of the highly literate South 
“Indian state of Kerala to contrel state aid to schools run by minority groups 
(see EFS No. 19). Final decision on the bill, which has been strongly contested 
by Reman Catholic and Protestant churches, is not expected until August. 


_ In the closing stages of argument before the court, Mr. D.N. Pritt, who de- 
fended the bill for the Kerala government, said that the rights of minorities 
had to be cetermined in cach local area and that each district or municipality 
must determine which of its people rollow minority languages or religions. 
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Summing up, the Indian attorney~general, Mr. M.C, Setalvad, opposed Mr, 
Pritt's definition of a minerity and said the idea that "minoritiest! should be 
determined in local areas where the educational institutions were established 
was "unworkable" as it would be "difficult te demarcate the extent cf the areal, 
He declared that "minoritiest! sheuld be defined as those sections of the popula- 
tion who are minorities within the territories of the particular legislating au- 
thority - the Union or the State as the case may be. 


The Supreme Court bench of seven judges was presided over by the Chief Jus- 
tice of India. E.P.S., Geneva 


Protestant Radio Work Grows in Cameroons 
ee OWS in vamer oons 


(Louala, Cameroons) = Opportunities for radio evangelism are reported to be ex- 
Panding in the Cameroons. The number of radio receivers is rapidly increasing 
in the towns and the "bush", 


With the development of sessions by an African Protestant, the number of 
Protestant broadcasts has also risen, and new includes a "Question Box", pro- 
grammes of news and interviews in addition to Sunday worship, and short evening 
meditations twice a week, E.P.S., Geneva 


"No Attack on DRC Intended" Says Archbishop de Blank 


(Johannesburg) - The Anglican Archbishop of Cape Town, Lr. Joost de Blank, has 
denied that his recent statements on the apartheid policy of the South African 
ecvernment were intended as an attack on the Dutch Reformed Church (see EPS No. 5). 


In a letter te the Information Bureau of the Dutch Reformed Church, the 
Archbishop says that his criticism "was not of apartheid itself but of its imple- 
mentation", He says that he "specifically excluded" the iutch Reformed Church 
from his criticism by saying that "the outworking of apartheid is not a working 
policy of a fair and just separation of the races in different areas as conceived 
and explained by bodies like the South African Bureau of Racial Affairs and the 
Duteh Reformed Church", 


Going on to say that as a result of his article he had been accused of po- 
litical interference, Dr, de Blank cmvhasizes that he had to make it clear that 


"silence could be as much a political attitude as criticism", However, he says 


he must repeat that his Original statement "attempted tc justify these who be- 


lieved in apartheid as a principle te be worked out in practice on equitable and 


humanitarian lines, and was therefore a defence of, rather than an attack upon, 
your church!', u.P.S., Geneva 


Southern Baptists Challenged on Race 
Se ene oe ete 


(Houston) - More than 10,000 Southern Baptists, attending their denomination'ts 
10lst annual Convention in Houston, Texas, this month, were tcld by Congressman 
Brooks Hays, Convention president, that traditional methods cf extending help to 
Negro neighbours would not suffico. Instead, he said, "imagination must accom- 
pany our compassion!', 

Defending the church's Christian Life Commission, criticised by some Southern 


Baptist congregations, Mr. Hays said: "It would be tragic to assume that we can 
function as a Christian body without assigning to trusted representatives of the 


‘ 
i 
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Convention the task of pointing out cur Christian duty with respect to social 
evils and current conflicts...There should be no reluctance on our part to con- 


front centreversy nor should Christians ever flee from the duty of examining 


Gifferences.!"! 


The Convention unanimously adepted a proposal: made by lr. Hays in his 
presidential address authorising appointment of a committee to report within a 
year "on what Southern Baptists can de to promate peace and good will in the 
world", 


The Convention has a membership of nearly nine million in forty-two states 
and Canada, H.P.S., Geneva 


Slow Progress of Canadian Church Union Criticised 


(Toronto) ~- Pailure of union discussions between the Anglican Church of Canada 

and the United Church of Canada has been deplored by the Anglican bishop cf Toron- 
to. The Rt. Rev. F.H. Wilkinson told delegates to the 106th annual synod of the 
Teronto diccese that the propesals for the establishment of a mutually acceptable 
ministry for the two denominations should have veen carried into effect. 


"The benefits which would have been realised through such an experimental 
scheme would have far outweighed any mistakes or difficulties created," he said. 
Union discussions have been at a standstill for some time but church leaders 
hope that they may be renewed after this summer's Lambeth Conference in Londen, 

E.P.S., Geneva 


Indigenous Churches Called Biggest Missionary Achievement 


(Cleveland) - The fact that mission werk has becn turned over to indigenous 

churches in India is the greatest accomplishment of Christian missions according 
to Dr. Theodore C. Seybold, a missionary to India for forty-four years and presi- 
dent of the Raipur Mission of the Evangelical and Reformed Church, 


Speaking in Cleveland, Ohic, at a meeting of the E & R Board of Interna- 
tional Missions, Dr. Seybeld said that it was "far wiser to help the Indian 
church to support its own pastorate and build its own church buildings and or-~ 
ganisations than to have Americans de it". He said that when he began work at 
Raipur in 1913, all congregations had missionary pastors,. "Today the picture 
is reversed, with national pastors in charge of congregations and with an active 
ministry of lay evangelism in the area." E.P.S., Geneva 


US Council Asks Investigation of Bombing 


(New York) - President Edwin T, Dahlberg of the National Council of the Churches 
of Christ in the USA has asked the Federal Bureau of Investigation to investigate 
the "vicious activities" of those responsible for recent bombings of religious 
institutions in Florida, Alabama and Tennessee. 


"The National Council of Churches has noted reports of the bombing of a 
Negro school and a Jewish centre in Jacksonville, Florida, and the attempted bomb- 
ing of Temple Beth-El in Birminghan, Alabama," Dr. Dahlberg wired Mr. William P, 
Rogers, US Attorney General. "Those events suggest that there may be concerted 
action involving people in several states to commit violence against religicus 
institutions and we feel that this situation warrants a thorcugh investigation 
by the FBI." E.P.S., Geneva 


_. +." 
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YWCA/YNCA Hold European Refugee Consultation 


(Mainau) - Fifty-five YMCA and YWCA delegates from fourteen countries held an 
eight-day consultation this month in Mainau, Germany, on the problem cf refugees 


and called upon their organisations to note the ecntinuing seriousness of the 
refugee problen. 


The consultation promised support of the United Nations High Commissioner 
for Refugees in his camp clearance campaign and reaffirmed the traditional prin- 
ciple of both the YWCA and the YMCA to make their services available without re- 
gard to nationality, race, faith or political belief. ; 


Speakers at the consultation included Mr. James Read, deputy UN High Com- 
missioner for Refugees, br. Anton Baier, Austrian government official, Mr. 
Walter Kilpatrick of the Church World Service staff in Greece and Mr. G.E.M, 
Allard of the World Council of Churches! Austrian staff, E.P.S., Geneva 


Hendrik Kraemer Celebrates ceventieth Birthday 


(Driebergen, Netherlands) - Hendrik Kraemer, internationally acknowledged ex- 
pert cn criental religions and Christian missions, was seventy on May 16, 


A well-known figure in the ecumenical movement, Professor Kraemer was the 
first director of the Ecumenical Institute of the World Council of Churches at 
Bossey, near Geneva. Under his guidance between 1947 and 1955 Bossey became a 
centre of contact for many new experiments in church life and renewal, 


Hendrik Kraemer, after early identification with the problems of modern 
man and the questions posed tc the churches by the rise of socialism, went from 
his native Netherlands to spend twelve years as a lay missionary in Indenesia, 
While there he served as a language specialist for the Netherlands! Bible Sc- 
ciety and played an important part in the early movements cf the Indonesian 
churches towards autonomy. He was afterwards professor of the History of Re- 
ligion of Leyden and became a key figure in the movements of resistance and 
political renewal in the Netherlands Reformed Church. 


Since 1955 br. Kraemer has given all his time to study. He has followed 
up his large bovk on "The Christian iiessage in a Non-Christian World", written 
for the Tambaram meeting of the International Kissionary Council in India in 
1938, with a sequel and is now engaged in writing further books on "Worship, 
Service and Christian Faith", "Communication - Question of the Hour", "Theology 
for Church Members", A further book on the clash of world cultures and world 
religions is in preparation. E.P.S., Geneva 


In Brief 


In the United States the magazines of the Congregational Christian Churches 
and the Evangelical and Reformed Churches will merge on October 1 to form ''The 
United Church Herald", a bi-weekly magazine of news and epinions of the new 
United Church of Christ. Combined circulation of "Advance", the Congregational 
publication, and "The Messenger", will be 150,000, 


et 
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Archbishop Makarios of the Orthodox Church in Cyprus has been invited by 
br. Geoffrey Francis Fisher, Archbishop of Canterbury, to attend the Lambeth 
Conference in London in July. Archbishop Makarios has replied that he may at- 
tend and hopes in any case to send a representative. 


3 


+. 3 


. A leading French heformed pastor, an ltalian Roman Catholic philosopher 
and a Japanese Buddhist professcr spoke at the Brussels World's Fair on May 28 
in defence of moral values in the contemporary world. The speakers were Pastor 
Warc Boegner, president of the Protestant Federation of France and a former 
president of the World Council of Churches, Professor Felice Battaglia, rector 
of the University of Bologna, and Professor Daisetz T. Suzuki, formerly of the 
Tokyo Imperial University. 

% x 


More than a million persons have seen Missio, a Roman Catholic missicnary 
exhibition which is being shown in large West German cities. Called the most 
comprehensive exhibit of its kind ever held in Germany, it is sponsored by the 
Catholic Missionary Council in cooperation with other Cathclic religious and 
lay crganisations, 

4% % 


The tenth anniversary of Radio Station DZAS, operated by the Far East 
Broadcasting Ccmpany as "a work of faith existing solely for the purpose of ser- 
vice to God and mankind" will be celebrated near Manila, Philippines, on June 4. 
A new 50,000 watt transmitter is now being installed to enable the station to 
broadcast to the Chinese People's Republic. 


SZ Ly 
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The Federal Council of the Dutch Xeformed. Mission Churches in South Africa 
has decided to join the World Presbyterian Alliance and will send a single rep- 
resentative appcinted by all four mission churches to the Alliance's meetings. 


iN 


A board of trustees, representatives of the five federated Dutch Reformed 
Churches and the various Dutch Reformed Mission Churches in South Africa, has 
been «established to ccntrol the Christian Literature Fund for the Non-j/hites 
of Africa. A sum of £3,000,000 is to be raised for the fund in the next five 
years. 

% % 


The Anglican Archbishep of Cape Town, Dr. Joost de Blank, has accepted an 
invitation from the Protestant Episcopal Church in the USA to tour the United 
States during June. Although the main purpose of the visit is to raise funds 
for his Archdiocese, he will also address a meeting in New York on June 18 to 
_ help the fund for defendants in the forthcoming treason trial in Pretoria. 


* 


At Pretoria, South Africa, at the end of June, 91 Huropeans, Africans and 
coloured defendants will be tried. They were arrested for high treason in Decem-' 
ber 1956. Legal proceedings against 65 other persons are to be suspended. 

Among them were several African pastors and a leading member of the Christian 
Council of South Africa. It is expected that the hearing will be unusually long. 


* % 
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The Hast German radio has been broadcasting a special Sunday morning series 


of pregrammes beginning on May 18 on the subject of "religious views and various 
superstitions! , 


si 
as 
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Twenty-two delegates from the Protestant "Landeskirche" in the Palatinate, 
led by Oberkirchenrat Walter Ebrecht of Speyer, recently visited Congregational 
churches in tngland. The German guests participated in a service in the Con- 
gregational Westminster Chapel, confirming the interchange of ministers and in- 
tercommunion agreed upon in 1956, 

3 
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Highty-two members of the Russian Orthodox Church have flown from Hong Kong 
to Los Angeles, They belong to a group of emigrants from North China who are 
to receive a new heme in Brazil, through the help of the World Council of Churches. 


At the consecration of the new Church cf the Trinity in Warsaw on June 22 
sermons will be preached by Lutheran World Federation president, Dr. Franklin 
Clark Fry, and Dr. Heinrich Hellstern of Zurich, representing the Swiss Reformed 
Churches. Visitors from abroad will include Bishop Hanns Lilje of Hanover, Arch- 
bishop Jaan Kiivit of Tallinn, Estonia, Dr. Carl Lunc-Quist, general sccretary 
of the LWF, and Dr. W. A. Visser 't Hooft, general secretary of the WCC 


sk 
ie 
se 
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This year Bishop Otte Dibelius will again be unable to attend a Kirchentag 
to be held in Potsdam. He has not been able to receive a visa to visit his 
churches in the German Democratic Republic for over a year. 


+s 
o< 


About 3,500 men liable for military service in Western Germany have regis- 
tered as ccnscientious objectors. A representative of the Ministry of Labour 
explained that the forthcoming "law concerning alternative civilian service! 

_ will enable those recognised as genuine conscientious ebjectors te de a year's 
service in hospitals and institutiens, either alone or in groups, as they choose, 
The new law also provides for state-organised service-units which will build 
instituticns for social purposes, render help in catastrophes cr do general edu- 
cational work. 


al 


t % 


The current year-book of the Swiss Roman Cathclic Missions deals with 
"Divided Brethren on the Mission Field". Protestant missionary expert H. Utirr 
writes on "Protestant Missions Yesterday and Today", Dr. Johannes Beckmann on 
"The Influence of the Science of Missions on the Relations between the Chris- 
tian Confessions", and Dr. Walbert Bilhlmann, the year-book's editor, on ccoper- 
ation between Catholics and Protestants. E.P.S., Geneva 
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A Special Report 


Russian Orthodox Church Celebrates Restoration of Moscow Patriarchate 


(Mcscow) - Leaders of the Russian Orthodox Church and the World Council of 
Churches will meet in Holland on August &, 9 and 10 for long-planned conversa- 
tions (see EPS No. 6). The dates were agreed on during celebraticns in Moscow 
this month marking the fortieth anniversary of the restoration of the Moscow. 
Patriarchate. A definite decision on the town in Holland has not been made. 


Metropolitan Nicholai, speaking ata special service at Zagorsk Theologi- 
cal Academy on May 13, said the "Russian Orthodox Church deems it possible to 
comply with the wishes of the World Council of Churches and meet their leaders, 
With the aim of an exchange of views on the questions of the usefulness and 
forms of further contacts. ie fully concur with the declaration made by the 
Orthodox participants at the Evanston Assembly and agree to meet the leaders 
of the World Council feeling that our all-Orthodox duty is to serve the reunion 
of all Christians within the Church of Christ." 


"This great aim should, in our Opinion," the Metropolitan continued, "deter- 
mine alsc the general tactics of the national Orthodox churches in their rela- 
tions with the ecumenical movement. Regarding ourselves as guardians cf the 
Spiritual inheritance of the undivided Church of the seven Oecumenical Councils, 
the Orthodox Church believes that the way to church unity is to understand church 
life, to join it,. and then to use her blessings. This is the significance of 
the problem raised by the ecumenical movement as our Orthodox Church sees it, 
and I think that national Orthodox churches should fulfil their duty acting in 
accordance with their situation and opportunities." 


Attending the service were the students of the academy, which is located 
about seventy kilometers from Moscow, the official delegates and government 
representatives. 


Highlight of the celebration was the service on May ll, in Moscow at the 
Epiphany Cathedral. Worshippers jamned the Cathedral for the service led. by 
the Patriarch of Antioch, Alexander, the Patriarch of Moscow, Alexei, the Patri- 
arch of Rumania, Justinian, and Catholicos of Georgia, Melchisedek. Also taking 
part were the heads «f the delegation from the churches of Constantinople, Greece, 
Yugoslavia, Czechoslovakia, Poland, Finland, Bulgaria and Albania. 


A second service was held in iloscow on Ascension Day, liay 22, led by the 
Moscow Patriarch and the delegates from the Ecumenical Patriarchate. Several 
thousand persons again attended. 


Other events during the ten-day celebration included a visit to Leningrad 
and the theological academy and art museum there, and special services in the 
present Leningrad cathedral; a banquet given by the government; a reception given 
by Patriarch Alexei; and visits to many of Moscow's Orthodox churches, 


Bishep James, Metropolitan of Melita and representative of the Ecumenical 
Patriarchate to the World Council of Churches, returned to Geneva on May 26 from 
Moscow. There are forty Orthodox churches in Moscow today, he said, whereas 
there once were 500. Two others are being repaired and will be in use in the 
near future, All services are crowded, Bishop James said, with wershippers stand- 
ing in crowded churches for three or more hours. More than ninety per cent of 
those at services are women. E.P.S., Geneva 
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Two Presbyterian Churches Merge in USA 


(Pittsburgh) - The United Presbyterian Church in the U.S.A., formed on May 28 from 
two branches of American Presbyterianism, called its three million members to re- 
member that "a nation, as well as an individual, can lose its soul" (see EPS 


No. 22/57). 


"With penitence let us confess that as a people we are becoming less interest- 
ed in righteousness than in national security and international superiority," 
said the message to the new denomination's 9,462 local congregations, 


"We look forward, in faith, to the unfolding of God's purpose for our new 
church. As the United Presbyterian Church in the United States of America, the 
largest body in the world-wide Presbyterian family, we must understand our Re- 
formed tradition and relate it to our day," the statement declared. 


Calling for a reappraisal of the current concepts of "freedom" and "free 
world", the message said that "when men who profess the Christian religion make 
no adequate provision for a face-to-face encounter with their enemies, they be- 
tray the religion which they profess". 


The newly formed church is a merger of the Presbyterian Church in the U.S.A. 
and the United Presbyterian Church of North America, Originally the merger was 
to include the Presbyterian Church in the U.S. (Southern) but that church turned 
down the plan of union. Leaders of the new church said the "door was open" for 
the Presbyterian Church, U.S. 
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Philip Howerton, Charlotte, N 
U.S., joined with Dr. Frank H, ¢ 
_ Presbyterian Seminary, 


» O., the moderator of the Presbyterian Church, 
aldwell, president of the Louisville (Kentucky) 
to welcome the creation of the new church and express re- 
gret that the original three-way merger had net been effected, Hope was expressed 
for the eventual entrance of the Southern church into the new church, 


: Dr. Thecphilus M,. Taylor, professor of New Testament in Pittsburgh-Xenia Theo- 
_ logical Seminary and a member of the smaller of the two merging bodies, the United 
Presbyterians, was elected moderator by acclamation, 


Participation in the sacrament of Holy Communion was the first act of the new 
church, It followed the symbolic handclasp of the two former moderators as the 


1,200 commissioners from the two churches joined to form a single United Presby- 
-terian Church, 


More than forty overseas visitors, including moderators of Presbyterian chur- 
ches in Africa and Asia, product of Presbyterian mission initiative but now inde- 
pendent, were present for the assembly. 


- Statements hailing the merger were made by representatives of the ‘/orld Council 
of Churches, the National Council of Churches, the World Presbyterian Alliance, 
and the Ecumenical Patriarchate of Constantinople, 


Dr. W.A, Visser 't Hooft, general secretary of the World Council of Churches, 
Said that despite the fact that this has been called "the ecumenical age" such 
_ church unions as this one are "still relatively rare!, 


He warned that we "must not talk about unity as an aim in itself", Its pur- 
) pose is for a better witness in order that the church can fulfil its. total: mis- 


_ sion in the world. E.P.S., Geneva 


_ Survey Shows Presbyterians Accept Mixed Membership 


' (Pittsburgh) - A survey of the 6,000 pastors of the Presbyterian Church, U.S.A. 

shows that most of their churches would accept Negro members, but because of seg- 
_ regated housing patterns, the question does not arise in a majority of the chur- 
ches. The survey, made last year, was presented on June 3 to the uniting assembly 
' of the Presbyterian Church, U.S.A. and the United Presbyterian Church, in Pitts- 
burgh. 


. The stated policy of at least 2,300 churches, the survey showed, is to receive 
' Persons into membership solely on profession of faith. But among the 4,766 chur- 
ches responding, only 609 predominantly white congregations and 38 predominantly 
Negro congregations have members of the other race. 


"The most striking finding of the survey came as a surprise to no one", a 
spokesman said. "This was the fact that most white Presbyterian churches find 
_it impossible to achieve integration in practice because Virtually no Negroes 
live in their geographical parish. Obviously, the greatest single obstacle to 
the white churches' ever beccming integrated is the wide-spread pattern of re- 
stricted housing." E.P,.S., Geneva 


Se a 
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Pacific Church Joins Australasian Congregationalists 


(Sydney) - The island church of Nauru in the Central Pacific has become part of 
the Congregational Union of Australia and New Zealand. 


A delegation of five Nauruan leaders, representing all sides of church life, 
made the two-thousand mile journey to Sydney to attend the Union's 24th biennial 
assembly in May. Led by the Rev. Itubwa Amram, first ordained Nauruan minister, 
the group included Jacob Aroi, lay pastor and senior deacon of the church, a 
school teacher and magistrate who has been a "father in God" to the Nauru church 
and gave it special care during a period of exile on the Pacific island of Truk 
during World War ITI, 

Acknowledging the Congregational assembly's action in accepting his church in- 
to membership, Mr. Amram said he heped the union with Australia and New Zealand 
would set a lead for ether young churches in the Pacific islands and elsewhere. 
"So far as my people are concerned the colour question is non-existent", he said, 
"but from a world point of view - South African apartheid and racial segregation 
in some parts of the United States - colour is still a burning question, In what 
has been dene today", he continued, "we have all acknowledged the biblical fact 
that God is the Father of all, that He is no respecter of persons, and that we 
are all one and the same in his sight. It is the hope of the members of the Nauruan 
Protestant Church that their acceptance inte this Union will be an example to the 
werld of the fellowship that should exist within the Church," 


Nauru Island, 12 miles in circumference, is 25 miles south of the Equator. 
Known as "the phosphate island" it exports more than a million tons cf chemical 
for fertiliser to Australia and New Zealand every year. The Nauru Church is the 
result of London Missionary Society activity. E.P.S., Geneva 


India Supreme Court Rejects Kerala lducation Bill 


(New Delhi) - The Supreme Court of India, in a judgment made carlier than was ex- 
pected, has declared clauses in the controversial Kerala State Education Bill to | 
be contrary to the Indian constitution. The bill was referred back to the Com- 
munist government of Kerala for alteration (see EPS No, 19 and pay g 


The court ruled that several provisions ef the bill violated guarantees in 
| the Indian constitution giving minorities the right to establish and administer 

their own schools. The Protestant and Roman Catholic churches in Kerala vigor- 
ously opposed the legislation. . 


In delivering judgment, the chief justice, Mr. S.R. Das, summed up by saying: 
"There can be no manner of doubt that our constitution has guaranteed certain 
cherished rights to the minorities concerning their language, culture and re~- 
ligion," 

The chief justice said that although the word "minority" was not defined in 
India's constitution the Kerala government's argument that it applied to local 
numerical minorities in areas where particular schools were situated was unaccept- 
able. He declared that the bill was framed for the whole state of Kerala and the 
minorities included such groups as Christians, Moslems, and Anglo-Indians within 
the predominantly Hindu state as a whole. 


The court's decision is widely regarded as favourable for the future of minority 
. > D 
schools in India. E.P.S., Geneva 
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UNESCO Figures Neglect the Bible 


According to figures published in the April "UNESUO Courier" the Bible was 
sixth en the list of "the world's most translated authors in 1956", 


The figures, 
based on the ninth edition of UNESCO's international bibliography of translations, 
put Lenin, Jules Verne, Tolstoy, Maxi 


xim Gorki and Mickey Soillane in front of the 
Bible. 


Representatives of the Bible societies in various countries have examined the 
UNESCO figures and say that, except for four countries, the publications of the 

Bible societies have been cverlooked. The United Kingdom and the United States, 
where scriptures are being issued in many languages, were among the omissions, 


The Bible societies have told inquirers, who queried reports cf the UNESCO 
figures in the world press, that almost certainly the Bible, in whole or in part, 
remains the most translated book in the world, and still runs to more editions 


and more languages than any other, B.P.S., Geneva 


Ttalian Evangelicals Seek Fuller Liberties 


(Rome) - The Italian Federation of Evangelical Churches has issued a statement 
calling on the newly-elected Italian government to take steps to enforce the 
parts of Italy's post-war constitution that guarantee religious liberty. 


Meeting at the end of May, the Federation's executive said that "Italian Pro- 
testants, after waiting patiently for ten years, expect the new government and 
legislature - whatever form it may take after the recent elections - to apply the 
constitution fully and faithfully, more especially the parts dealing with re- 
ligious liberty, which is now again threatened by the old restrictive provisions 
- dating from the former regime." 


"The Federation's executive committee", continues the declaration, "is anxious 
to assure Italian Protestants that it will take all necessary steps to obtain the 
full implementation of the rights guaranteed to them by the constitution, so that 
the exercise cf these rights will not be denied to them any longer and so that 
arbitrary acts, such as have recently again taken place, may not be repeated." 


Since World War II Protestants in Italy have cndeaveured with some success to 
prove that acministrative restrictions on religious liberty, in force under the 
former Fascist regime, are unconstitutional and invalid. B.P.S., Geneva 


Government Social Insurance for Yugoslav Orthodox Clergy 


(Belgrade) - The Yugoslav government has agreed te provide free health services 
and retirement pensions for Serbian Orthodox priests, monks and church officials. 
The benefits were previcusly available only for members of government-sponsored 
priests’ organisations. 


The agreement, signed by Patriarch Vikentije and the Yugoslav government, is — 
Operative from the beginning of 1958 and also provides benefits for dependants of 
deccased clergy. 


Conclusion of the agreement helps the difficult post-war financial situation 
of the Orthodox Church and marks an improvement in church-state relaticns. 
E.P.S., Geneva 
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| Jamaica Official Praises Disciples Work 


(Kingston, Jamaica) - Jamaica's chief minister, the Hon, Norman W. Manley, has 


praised the efforts of the Christian Churches (Disciples of Christ) to work for 
a united church there, 


Mr, Manley, speaking at ceremcnies marking the centennial of Disciple mission- 
ary work on the island, compared the group's advecacy cf a united church to the 


current efforts toward uniting the different peoples cf the islands into the newly 
formed west Indies Federation. 


The Disciples have forty churches and "preaching points" on Jamaica, operate 
a high schocl and cooperate in the Union Theclogical Seminary at Kingsten, 


E.P.S., Geneva 


_ Asians Hold Industrial Evangelism Conference 


(Manila) - A conference on industrial evangelism is meeting in Manila, Philip- 
pines, frem June 2-13, bringing together 27 delegates and 16 observers from Aus- 
_ tralia, Hong Kong, India, Japan, Korea, New Zealand, Pakistan, Taiwan, Thailand, 
the Philippines and the United States, 


Aimed at studying the role of religion in labour-management relations, the 
conference is being held in cooperation with the East Asia Christian Conference. 
_ Delegates are discussing how Christians can meet their responsibility in the 
_ changing Asian scene, 


During the conference the delegates are meeting Philippine President Carlos 
P, Garcia and are visiting majcr Philippine industries, 


Among these attending are the Rev. Benjamin I. Guansing, president of Union 
Theclogical Seminary in Manila; the Rev, Henry D. Jones, Presbyterian U.S.A. 
missionary; the Rev. Daisuke Kitagawa of the World Council of Churches; the Rev. 
Alan A. Brash, inter-church aid secretary of the East Asia Christian conference. 
E.P.S., Geneva 


ODr. Rees Makes Plea for Help for Non-European Refugees 


_ (Evian-les-Bains, France) - A plea for the World Council of Churches to do more 
for non-European refugees was sounded by Lr. #lfan Rees of the Commission of the 
_ Churches on International Affairs at the annual Consultation of the Division of 
_Inter-Church Aid and Service to Refugees. The consultation was in session from 
' June 1-6 at Eivian-les-Bains, France. 


Speaking at a session outlining the division's Refugee Service, Dr. Rees said: 
“We should realise that the responsibility for the World Council comes not ex- 
_Clusively from Europe, or from the Middle East, but from all the countries nced- 
ing help. We have tried to touch all these places where we can-~such as in Hong 
' Kong and in India. But it is not enough. Thousands of people turn to us for 
help. I hope in the name of Ged that we can answer them more effectively than 
in the past." 


Dr. Rees noted the many refugee problems not covered by the mandate «f the 

q United Nations High Commissioner for Refugees, pointing out that in India, "one 
has te do nothing more than visit a railroad station" to be aware of the vast 
‘throngs of hemeless. i/estern Germany gets 700 new refugees from East Germany every 
“Night, he said; and cited the thousands of Chinese refugees living on rooftops and 
on the sidewalks of Hong Kong. 
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_ Turning to other refugee problems, Dr. Rees said that on May 3 there was a 
backlog of 846 \hite Russian refugees in Hong Kong waiting to be moved, "and the 
iigration Committee only has the funds to move 510. That means that 336 persons 
/will be left at the end of June because there are no funds to move them to the 


p countries. for which they hold visas. Even more tragic is the fact that 10, 300 
sare left in China, and 5,000 of them have visas." 


Mr, Arthur Foster, WCC senior field «fficer in Austria, traced the Hungarien 
_ situation which brought 175,000 Hungarians into Austria. "The governments of 

the Jestern world and the churches can feel proud," he said, "that so many of 
these migrants were so quickly dispersed, But 18,000 are still in Austria, and 
8,000 want to move to other countries, I do not think we can ever be satisfied. 
Im these latter days we have been faced with despondency and hopelessness." At 
the same time, lir. Foster reminded the group that 2,000 unaccompanied boys and 
girls under 18 are being cared for in Austria, and "we are faced with the possi- 
bility cf severe cuts in crants for their education and housing." 


é Dr. Edgar H.S. Chandler, associate director of the division and director of 
the Service to Refugees, told the group that 2,972 refugees had been helped by 

_ the WCC to meve to 30 countries during the first four months of 1958. "The nunm- 
"bers are eloquent," he added, "only if yeu see behind cach figure an individual, 
a family, with all the hopes and fears of uprooted pecple." 


a Dr. Chandler announced that the first 82 Old Believers, White Russians from 
China, have reached Brazil while the rest of the group of 600 will follow shortly. 
/Six thousand acres of land in Brazil have been purchased for the group, Russian 
“Orthodox agriculturists who left Russia in 1919. "For six years we have worked", 


“now. Visas were refused, exit permits cancelled, money tc move the people was not 
pavailable. But now it locks as if this colcny is well on its way to a decent 
start." 


| On the censultation's first full day, the 80 representatives of more than 25 
/ countries als» heard reports from staff members on-the total state of the divi- 
'Sicn's work. The Service Programme, which includes all the division's own di- 
rectly acministered work, has increased from four to 17 projects in the last ten 
years. Support from the churches has gone up from $460,000 to $840,0)0. In 1948, 
ten per cent of the contributions came from non-American sources. In 1958, the 
figure was 20 per cent. Included in the Service Programme is the division's work 
Bain Eurepe and Asia and among Orthodox churches and countries, and also a scholar- 
ship programme, fraternal worker exchange between churches, literature, medical 
and self-help work, and the contributed goods vrogramme, in addition to the Serv- 
ice to Refugces. 


br. Leslie #. Cooke, division’director, reported to the consultation at its 
“Opening session on June 1, and asked for procedures for a world-wide strategy 
which will not be “simply an expression of requests from one group of churches, 
“submitted for the approval of another greup of churches." 


' 


_ dn his report, Dr. Cooke appraised the. work of the division at the end of its 
first ten years and said that "in the fellowship of the World Council the churches 
have entered into a wholly new relationship with cach other, a new commnity of 
churches has been born and it is the role of inter-church aid to express the life 
‘of that new community. It must bring the churches together, in consultation, to 
“determine what are the needs of the whole community and what is the task of the 
‘whele community." Even if there were no need "as we usually understand this word 
‘need! he said, "there would still be a place for inter-church aid as an expres- 
on of the life of the fellowship." 
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Dr. Chandler said, "to find a place for these people, thwarted at every step until 
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po Dr. Cooke stressed the fact that "every church has the right to ask and to re- 
ceive and every church shall have the privilege of giving", 7 


Looking at the future, Dr. Cooke said the division should actively seek oppor- 
_ tunities for service in Africa and Latin America. "In both these continents," 
_he said, "the ecumenical movement is largely suspect and this suspicion must be 
breken down. Inter-church aid and the ministry to human need is one way of doing 
pit. When it is seen that the churches of the world care and express their com- 
passion witheut ulterior motive, but simply because they know themselves to be - 
“privileged and obligated to manifest the compassion of Christ, the foundations 
of fuller understanding will be laid. The churches of the World Council should 


' seck increasingly to exercise such a ministry through the Division of Inter- 
“Church Aid and Service to Refugees," 


Looking at the proposed integration of the World Council and the International 
“Missionary Council, the division's director suggested the working out of specific 
Projects in which the mission boards and societies can cooperate with the divi- 
‘sion. "If in certain areas and in certain specific projects we could find a 
“means of practical collaboration, then future understanding will be strengthened 


and the conversations which will have to take place after integration will be 
the easier," 


In discussing the future cof the division, Dr. Cooke also looked at the present 
Services and concluded: "As far as I can see there are no tasks in which the 
Churches are at present engaged through the division which they can lay down." 


The achicvements of the division during the ten years since it,was set up at 
“Amsterdam at the first Assembly of the World Council of Churches, can be seen, 
‘Dr. Cooke Said, in the fact that "for an increasing number of churches inter- 
‘church aid is now recognised as a permanent ebligation, For an increasing num- 
ber of churches ecumenical giving has become a regular feature of their ministry 
and we begin to see the emergence of a world-wide ministry in inter-church aid." 
s . E.P.S., Geneva 
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Eight well-known German churchmen have launched an appeal to Christians all 
“Over the world to refuse to take part in the manufacture, testing or use of a- 
omic weapons. The message, drawn up some weeks ago, and now released, is signed 
‘by Professors Martin Fischer and Helmut Gollwitzer, Dr. Henrich Gruber, Dr. 
Gustav Heinemann, General Superintendent Gunter Jacob, Pastor Martin Niemdller, 
Professor Heinrich Vogel and Bishcp Jchannes Vogt. 


% 


The authorities of the East German Republic refused a visa for Bishop. Rajah 
5. Manikam of South India, who recently spent three weeks in Berlin, to travel 
to Leipzig for the annual meetings of the Leipzig Mission, 
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The ecumenical broadcasting agency in the Netherlands (IKOR) announces a 
rapidly growing public respcnse to a Sunday morning session seeking public help 
for churches in distress in various parts of the world. Since the session 
started in July 1957, listeners have sent in nearly 100,000 guilders (over 
$25,000) in donations. The sum received in the first four months of 1958 was 
double the receipts for the second half of 1957. Funds are used for ecumenical 
relief and inter-church aid, 


% 4% 


; The YMCA and YWCA in the Netherlands have united in a Single organisation to 

» be called the Christian Youth Alliance. Combined work for men and girls will 

be undertaken thrcughout the country in addition to separate activities. Exist- 

ing representation will be maintained with the world organisations cf the YMCA 

and YWCA. A new joint publication called "Trial Ballcon" has already appeared. 
E.P.S., Geneva 


' A Special Report 


(Moscow) - In a speech delivered cn May 13 at the Mescow Theclogical Academy 
during the celebrations of the 40th anniversary of the re-establishment of the 


_ Moscow Patriarchate of the Russian Orthodox Church (see EPS No, 21), Metrepoli- 


_ tan Nikolai, head of the office of fr reign relations of the Patriarchate, re- 
ferred in detail tc the ecumenical movement and the desirability cf closer ecn- 
tact with the World Council of Churches. 


The Metropelitan said that the ecumenical movement was "a special phenomenon 
in the life of the Christian world, tc seme extent reminding us of the approaching 
times and seasons that will see the fulfilment of the promise of our Lord Jesus 
Christ about the one flock and the cne Shepherd (John 10:16)", 


Continuing, Metropclitan Nikolai affirmed: "There is nc need te go into the 
history of distortions of the faith and violations of church order, which caused 
the segregation of numerous Christian associations and groups from Christ's Church. 
Everyone is aware of the attitude «f the Church towards these associations and 
groups. 1t is determined by the calling of the Church to assure, if possible, the 
Salvation :f all men. Therefore, the Church of Christ seeks and appreciates in 
them even the most insignificant manifestations of spiritual life, in the hope 
Phat, given favourable conditions, they will develep and yield good fruit, 


"With regard te the nen-orthodox Christians", the Patriarchate's spokesman 

» Went on, "the Church perceives various degrees cf estrangement from her Body and 
strives accordingly to help those whe have fallen away to be reunited as scon as 
pessible. ‘For the twigs which fall away from the Church tree', says Patriarch 
Sergius, ‘can not only live long and remain green but even blossom and yield 
'fruit; and since the same life of Christ reveals itself in them, even if isolated 
frem its Source, we cannot say that they have perished.' We can cnly leave them 
to God's will, for the Lord builds everything on mercy. 


"This is why", explained the Metropolitan, "the Orthodox Church has n ver sep- 
- arated herself from the non-Orthedex Church by a wall of intolerance. On the con- 
trary, guided by the spirit of charity, she urged in 1902 through the medium of 
the Oecumenical Patriarchate, that the national Orthodox churches should ease the 
: Way to a unification with Western confessions. In 1920 a special message defined 
the attitude of the Orthodox Church toward the ecumenical movement. Since then 
the Occumenical Patriarchate and some of the other national churches have main- 
‘tained constant and fruitful contact with it. 
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. "But the Russian Orthodox Church, for historical reasons, was unable for a 

_ long time to help Western Christians in their efforts to achieve church unity," 
according to Metropolitan Nikolai. "Nevertheless", he said, "she carefully pre- 
served the experience of her intercourse with the Old Catholics and Anglicans, 
whe sought a rapprochement with her in the days of synodal rule," (the period 
preceding the restoration of the Patriarchate of Moscow forty years ago). 


"When the opportunity arose to take up the question of the ecumenical movement, " 
the Metropolitan continued, "our Church, together with cther churches which par- 
ticipated in the Moscow Church Conference of 1948, still refused to send her repre- 
sentatives to the Amsterdam Assembly." (The World Council of Churches was inaugu- 
rated at Amsterdam in 1948.) | 


Metre .olitan Nikolai went on tc describe the hesitations felt by the Moscow 
Patriarchate in 1948, recalling that they were due to the impression that the WCC 
Was at that time more preoccupied with social and political than with dogmatic 
'imatters, with the search for purely external organisaticnal unity, and with a 
_ search for compromise rather than unity of faith, and that it was conditioned by 
the political situation. 


Emphasising that the statement of the Moscow Church Conference of 1948 had 
helped te overcome the "contradictions" in the life of the Vorld Council of Chur- 
ches, the lictropolitan said: "Much was alse done in this respect by the Orthedox 
_ churches which were in a position to help the Western Christians in their ecumen- 
ical quests. From the rostrum of different ecumenical conferences they tirelessly 
Witnessed to the essence of Orthodoxy, revealed its spiritual treasury, dwelt upon 
| the basic truths of faith and the foundations of church life. At the Second As- 
‘sembly of the World Council of Churches at Evanston, the Orthodox delegates, re- 

Sisting tendencies alien to the Church's spirit, delivered a declaration which 
amounted to a dogmatic expression of the Moscow reselution of 1948," 


listing the essential points of the Orthodox declaration at Evanston as insis- 
tence on the faith of the seven oecumenical councils, unity in faith as prerequi- 
site to communion in the sacraments and the recognition that Orthodoxy embodies 
the fullness of the Christian faith, the Metropolitan stated that "thus, as a re- 
sult of the participation of some Orthodex churches and the non-participation of 
others in the ecumenical movement, a significant evolution has taken place in its 
)life in the last ten years, shewing its trend towards a true church spirit", 


¢ "Most indicative in this respect", according to Metropclitan Nikolai, "has been 
the tremendous evolution in Protestant theological theught in Germany, which is un-_ 
veiling the mystical depths of Orthcdoxy while -verecming its own characteristic 
liberal raticnalist approach." (Here the speaker mentioned the names of Professor 
_ Edmund Schlink, Professor Ernst Benz and Professor Heinrich Vogel.) 


Remarking on the evidence that the Church of England and Old Cathclic churches 
Want to continue discussing reunion with the Orthodox, the Metroprlitan said, 
"coming into contact with our church life, many in the ecumenical movement have 
modified their opinion of Orthodoxy. They begin to see in it", he declared, "not 
only a wealth of spiritual life, but also the safeguard of the spiritual treasure 
of the undivided primitive Church. 


"It should also be pointed out", Metropelitan Nikolai want on, "that the World 
Council of Churches had the courage to acknowledge the existence in the capitalis- 
tic world «f such social, pelitical, cconomic and moral conditions as oblige Chris- 
tians to fight for justice, liberty and peace between peoples and to speak out 
against ‘nuclear weapons and tests." 
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The speaker said that "the idea of peaceful co- 
more and more the minds of the peoples, 
tacts, including Christian contacts, 
bringing together the East and vest", 
_ tooking forward te the possibility of a unanimcus condemnation of all nuclear 
weapons by the churches of the world, the Metrepclitan indicated that the Ortho- 
dox churches of Eastern Europe had chosen to work toward this end through the 

World Peace Council. However, he emphasised that to consolidate international 


‘peace "we do net have to stand beneath another's banner or join any association 
of peace promoters", 


existence, which is gripping 
demands for its realisation closer con- 
which should become a substantial factor in 


Leaders of the Russian Orthodox Church's Mescow Patriarchate and the World 


Gouncil of Churches are expected to meet in the Netherlands on August 8, 9, and 10 
a : E.P.S., Geneva 
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Violence Reported in Colombia 


(Bogota) - Two acts of violence against Protestant property in Colombia last 
month have been reported by the Ivangelical Confederation of Colombia. 


On May 6 a rural Protestant chapel under construction in the municipality 
of Tona in the state of Santander was destroyed while workmen were away from the 
site taking an injured worker to the hospital. Reports say the walls were des- 
troyed with crow bars and sledge hammers. The building was almost ready for 
roofing. 


While the chapel was under construction the congregation was worshipping in 
the home of a parishioner and the confederation reports that on May 25 the house 
was stoned. 


Another case of stoning took place on May 22 at Guadelupe in the state of 
Antioquia, when a crowd threw rocks at the home of a Protestant villager during 
the visit of a pastor. H.P.S., Geneva 


New US Presbyterian Church Asks End to Arms Race 


(Pittsburgh) - The three-million member new United Presbyterian Church in the 

USA has called on the United States, and foreign nations, to halt the armament 
race. The action was taken by the delegates to the new church's first General 
Assembly (see EPS No. 22). Earlier, a vote of 516 to 480 had defeated an amend- 
ment asking the US government “to stop now' the testing of nuclear weapons. 


a Jig re ; 
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j The statement as finally approved called for an end to the arms race "by 
pursuing patiently and persistently every opportunity for realistic negotiation 
' towards this end, not with the assurance that our civilisation will thus be saved 
_ but in order that we may be obedient to God who calls us to pray and to work for 

‘the things that make for peace'', 


Dr. Eugene Carson Blake was elected stated clerk of the new church. He is 
a member of the Executive Committee of the World Council of Churches, and was 
stated clerk of the Presbyterian Church in the USA. His associate is Dr. Samuel 
Shane of Pittsburgh, who was stated clerk of the United Presbyterian Church of ~~ 
North America. E.P.S., Geneva 


 Uhurch of Scotland Continues Union Study 

| (Edinburgh) - The Church of Scotland's General Asseubly has voted 357 to 328 to 

send to the presbyteries for "official study and comment" a joint report sugges— 
ting a system of bishops and elders as a first step to unity between the Church 

of England and the Church of Scotland. 


The report was first presented to the Assembly a year ago and was also refer- 
red to the presbyteries at that time; it was drafted after conversations between 
the Presbyterian and Episcopal churches in England and Scotland. 


The Rev. A.C. Craig, chairman of the Church of Scotland's Inter-Church Com- 
_ mittee, told the assembly that “it would be folly amounting to vandalism to rele- 
; gate the document to the scrap heap of frustrated hopes", The Church of England 

will not take any action on the report until after the meeting of the world-wide 
_ Lambeth Conference of Anglican bishops in July. E.P.S., Geneva 


 *US_"Friends" Mark World Council's 10th Anniversary 


; (New York) - "Friends of the World Council of Churches" in the United States 
_ marked the tenth anniversary of the Council with a dinner in New York on June a 
_ attended by Dr. W.A. Visser 't Hooft, WCC general secretary. 


g Dr. Visser 't Hooft, who is making a three-week visit to the United States, 
- told the group that the WCC must "at the same time speak out against the totali- 
_ tarian aspects of Communism and intensify contact with churches in Communist lands. 
It must raise a warning voice against irresponsible use or reliance upon nuclear 
_ power, and take a stand for basic liberties." Dr. Visser 't Hooft pointed out 
that the World Council "seeks. to go its own independent way". On the one hand, 
he said, "it speaks out against the evils in our intemational society and on the 
other hand it seeks to be a force of reconciliation. It cannot give up either 
of these two tasks." 


q Citing other principles of the ten-year-old council, the general secretary 
_ said that "it belongs to the nature of the Church to be one and undivided. 
But," he added, "there is still much fear of wnity in the churches — fear of a 
centralised unity of uniformity which would characterise a super-church. The 
' task of the World Council of Churches is to show that another kind of unity is 
possible, a truly evangelical and at the same time catholic unity which leaves 


the fullest scope for charismatic variety." 


. Dr. Visser 't Hooft also said that it belongs to the nature of the Church to 
proclaim the Gospel to all men "and this task of mission and evangelism must be 
Carried out in unity”. This, he said, is the principle which lies behind the 
proposed integration of the WCC and the International Ifissionary Council. 

: E.P.S., Geneva 
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US Council Sets Up Faith and Order Office 


(iinneapolis) ~ A Faith and Order office was set up by the National Council of 
Chur ches in the USA at the meeting of its General Board in Minneapolis, Minnesota, 
this month. The director of the new office is expected to be appointed late 
this year. He will carry out the recommendations of the study conference on 


"The Nature of the Unity We Seek" held in Oberlin, Ohio, last September. 


urs Franklin Clark Fry, who presented the plan to the board, said it would 
give the National Council a factor it has missed. Dr. Fry is president of the 


United Lutheran Church in America and chairman of the World Council of Churches' 
Central Committee, B.P.S., Geneva 


Scientists and Theologians Discuss Common Problems 


(Geneva) - A group of 35 scientists and theologians from Europe and the United 
States met at the Ecumenical Institute of the World Council of Churches from 
May 30 to June 2 to discuss the question of the relation between faith and science. 


Pointing out that the churches had reached agreement on various social ques- 
tions, reports from national groups spotlighted a common concern for agreement on 
the problem of science and religion. The question, the participants said, "has 
a new urgency in the modern situation". 


Speakers included Professor C.F. von Weizsdcker, Hamburg, Germany; Dr. 
Cornelius J. Dippel, Eindhoven, the Netherlands; Dr. W.A. Whitehouse, Durham, 
United Kingdom; and Professor Edmund Schlink, Heidelberg, Germany. 


A future meeting, Dr. H.H. Wolf, director of the institute, said, will be 
devoted to a discussion of "the relation of action to being" and "the meaning of 
prayer" from the point of view of scientific research and the freedom of God. 

E.P.S., Geneva 


German lutheran Bishops Oppose Mixed Marriages 


(Berlin) - In a strong statement issued in its Berlin meeting, the Episcopal Con- 
ference of the United Evangelical Church in Germany has warned Protestants against 
the dangers of mixed marriages. The bishops said that "people who marry members 
of a different confession shoulder a heavy burden". 


| The declaration was prompted by the growing number of Catholic-Protestant 
Marriages in Germany. The Episcopal conference aimed its condemnation particu- 
larly at mixed marriages involving those who are fully active in the life of their 


_ church, They pointed out the difficulty of achieving spiritual harmony in mar-— 
riage when both partners are loyal to their own churches. 


Rejecting the Roman Catholic view that marriage is a sacrament, the Lutheran 
bishops said it could not be elevated more highly than by saying it was "accor~ 
ding to the Word of God", and that the Bible did not call it a sacrament. Mar— 
riage, they said, is indissoluble, and marriages between people of different 
Christian confessions also came under the protection and commandment of Christ. 


Addressing themselves to Protestants who are thinking of marrying Roman 
Catholics, the bishops warned against making "promises that will be a burden for 


a lifetime". They emphasised that Protestants must be loyal to their church by 


insisting on their children being brought up as Protestants. Church members are 
reminded that they are not subject to the laws of the Roman Catholic Church and 


should not be "led astray by enticement or pressure", E.P.S., Geneva 
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_  Suropean Christian Journalists Consider Common Problems 


(Geneva) - The common problems of Christian journalists - both those working in 
the church press and on secular newspapers - was the subject of a five-day con- 
ference which ended on June 10 at the Eeumenical Institute of the World Council 
of Churches near Geneva. Called by the Information Department of the WCC, the 
conference brought together thirty-eight journalists from ten Khuropean countries. 


In a statement received in the closing session, the journalists indicated 
problems posed for those working in both fields,"to aid our colleagues in a long 


task of reflection and more complete dedication to the will of God wherever they 
may find themselves". 


Concerning the Christian press, the journalists urged it "not to rest content 
in solely acting as a reflection of the thinking and policy of the leadership 
within our various churches". Instead, it should try to bring "the truth and 
cutting edge contained in the Gospel" to bear on the Church's life. 


Noting that "the distinction between the facts, the reporting of the facts 
and comment is sometimes blurred and the integrity of the journalist's work is 
endangered", the conference listed five "hopes": "That journalists and publishers 
should clearly recognise their critical, constructive and self-critical function 
in a democratic society; that the churches should give a lead in safeguarding 
the freedom of comment in general and especially wh2re the churches themselves 
are concerned; that the churches, in cooperation with public bodies and editors, » 
should protect the sphere of free comment against any intrusion; that the churches 
should endeavour to approach the journalist pastorally and aid him in his work, 
so that he may responsibly and courageously discharge his vocation; that churches 
and journalists should guard against the manipulation or misuse of the Gospel as 
a weapon in the cold war in East and West." 


Conference speakers included Mr. P.M. Dessinges, business manager of "France- 
soir", Paris, Dr. Christoph von Imhoff, assistant editor of "Rheinische Pore, 
Dusseldorf, Germany, Mr. Paul Eberhard, director of "L'TIllustré Protestant", 
lyon, France, Pastor Albert Finet, editor of "Réforme", Paris, and Pastor Eber- 
hard Stammler, editor of "Junge Stimme", Stuttgart, Germany. Countries represen- 
ted were Germany, France, Switzerland, the Netherlands, Sweden, Finland, Hungary, 
United Kingdom, Poland and Italy. E.P.S., Geneva 


Wiest German Churches to Give $226.000 for Inter-Church Aid 


(Stuttgart) - The Protestant regional churches in Germany will contribute 950,000 
D.Marks ($226,000) to an "Ecumenical Emergency Programme" in 1958-59, worked out 
by the German Committee of Lutheran orld Service and the agencies of the Evan- 
gelical Church in Germany (EKD). More than half the money will be spent on 
projects in Kurope, with donations earmarked for Frotestant minority churches in 
France, Ireland, Austria, Spain and Hungary. 


Outside Europe projects include a hospital for Chinese refugees in Hong 
Kong, relief programmes in India and Indonesia and the building of clinics in 
the Near East, especially near Jerusalem. E.P.S., Geneva 


World YMCA Makes Staff Changes 


(Geneva) - Mr. Bo Bengtson, general secretary of the YMCAs of Sweden, has been 
appointed associate secretary general of the World Alliance of YMCAs. Mr. 
Bengtson will join the staff at the alliance headquarters in Geneva in September, 
according to Dr. Paul Il. Limbert, secretary general of the Alliance 


‘ 
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Mr. Edwin Barker, assistant national secretary of the YMCAs of England, 
Ireland and Wales, and a member of the working committee of the Department on 
the Laity of the World Council of Churches, will join the Alliance staff in Sep- 
tember as Secretary for Programme and Leadership. 


Other staff appointments just announced by Dr. Limbert include the naming 
of Mr. Kurt Miethke, a YMCA worker in Germany since 1948, as the Alliance's new 
Secretary for fublications and editor of "World Communiqué". He succeeds the 
Rev. Paul G.Guinness, who resigned late last year (see EPS No. 34, 1957). Mr. 
Douglas Deane, who has been acting editor of "World Communiqué", has been appoin- 
ted Secretary for Work with Refugees and iligrants. Mr. Josef Bednarek, a member 
of the field staff of the World YMCA/YWCA Refugee Services in Europe, is the new 
Director of Field Work for Services with Refugees. B.P.o., Geneva 


Inter-Church Aid Consultation Closes in Evian 


(Evian-les-Bains, France) - At its closing session on June 6, the annual Consul- 
tation of the Division of Inter-Church Aid and Service to Refugees of the World 
Council of Churches received reports dealing with its theme, "Inter-Church Aid in 
the Light of Christian Obedience" (see EPS No. 22). 


The groups, made up of delegates from more than twenty-five countries, were 
asSigned the subjects of "Values and Dangers of Inter-Church Aid", "The Relation- 
ship of Inter-Church Aid to the Social Action of the Churches" and "Relevant Forms 

of Inter-Church Service Today". 


Some of their conclusions were: 


"We believe that normally any act of sharing through inter-church aid should 
involve a personal relationship between those participating. The preservation 
of that relationship should be carefully guarded." 


“Every church must give. Every church must receive. The churches have 
much more important things to share than goods and money. In practice, inter- 
church aid programmes have some dangers for the churches. The greatest dangers 
are that the churches will fail to take up this ministry and that they will fail 
to comprehend what the need of the world really is." 


"Tnter-church service is something that blesses the church that gives and 
the church that takes. There should be no feeling of superiority or inferiority 
in giving and taking. Service to a church must be intended to meet the most 
pressing needs of that church. Apart from purely material needs, such as food, 
clothing and medicines, the most pressing need of many churches, especially in 
Africa, Asia and Latin America, is the development of leadership at all levels 
within the churches, and the training of leaders. To meet this need it is neces- 
sary to help in the processes of education and to provide assistance in the form ~ 
of fraternal workers. It is also necessary to help in the maintenance and buil- 
ding up of institutions necessary for the life of the Church. The giving of 
money or men should help in the growth and renewal of initiative and vitality in 
the giving as well as in the receiving churches." 


During the five-day consultation the delegates, charged with reviewing the 
work of the past year and advising the staff on policy and procedure, heard re- 
ports from the division's director, Dr. leslie E. Cooke, and from staff members. 
Other speakers were Dr. August Lindt, UN High Commissioner for Refugees, and 
Mr. Barthélémy Epinat, deputy director of the Intergovernmental Committee for 
European Migration. 
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"Without the voluntary agencies we are powerless," Dr. Lindt said. "We 
could not do anything at all. Voluntary agencies such as yours are not bound by 
_ legal criteria that can never alleviate human misery." 


Dr. Lindt made a plea for the nations of the world to join in a "Clear the 
_ Camps in 1958" programme, designed to close the camps in Western Europe which fall > 
under his mandate. There are 28,000 persons who have been living in the camps 
- for more than ten years, he said. "They are left after many selection groups 

have gone through and after many refugees who were not broken by camp life have 
' moved out on their own initiative. The ones who are left are the ones who need 
help the most. {f nothing is done weshall have a race of camp dwellers living 

in a separate world. It is the responsibility of the international community to 
the children at least to see to it that they can come out and live normal lives," 


E.P.S., Geneva 


International Christian Peace Council Advocated 


q (Prague) - Delegates of most of the churches in Eastern Europe, including the 
_ Moscow Patriarchate of the Russian Orthodox Church, have advocated the setting 
_ up of an international Christian body to consider atomic disarmament. 


At a conference held in the first week of June in Prague under the auspices 
of the Ecumenical Council of Churches in Czechoslovakia, the delegates studied 
> Christian responsibility for averting atomic warfare and decided to work for atomic 


disarmament by approaches to the leaders of the great powers and to the Evangeli- 
Cal Church in Germany. 


The proposed world Christian organisation for peace, 
_ tions of the conference, would not be inten 
_ to the World Council of Churches. 


according to the resolu 
ded in any way as an "opposition body" 


| Participants in the Prague meeting included Professor Joseph Hromadka of 
_ Czechoslovakia, Professor Heinrich Vogel of Berlin, Professor Hans Iwand of Bonn 
and Professor Miklos Palfy of Budapest. E.P.S., Geneva 


in Brief 


Dr. W.A. Visser 't Hooft, general secretary of the World Council of Churches, 
received the honorary doctor of divinity degree from Harvard University on June 12. 


e + 


| The ballet programme originally scheduled to be held in the ruins of England's 
Coventry Cathedral on July 20 will now be televised nationally on that date. The 
original performance at Coventry was cancelled after protests from the Lord's Day 


Observance Society (see EPS No. cy 8 The fee paid to the dancers by the TV net- 
_ work will be given to the cathedral reconstruction fund. 


* % 
Dr. George W. Carpenter, New York secretary of the International Missionary 
Council, became acting general secretary of the IMC on June l. 

x 


The Rev. John H, Gerberding, who was acquitted on heresy charges by the North— 
west Synod of the United Iutheran Church in America in 1955, has returned to the 
Ministry. Mr. Gerberding had resigned as pastor of Holy Cross Lutheran Church in 
-Minomonee Falls, Wisconsin, at the time of the trial. He will be pastor of Epipha- 
ny lutheran Church, Denver, Colorado. 


*. + 


i , e 
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The new United Presbyterian Church in the USA has no Board of Foreign Missions. 
Instead, the new church's first General Assembly set up a Commission on Ecumenical 
_ Mission and Relations "to meet the realities of this world", 


% % 


Pastor Siegfried Schmutzler 


; the Leipzig student chaplain sentenced to five 
years' imprisonment last Decembe 


r for “inciting to boycott", is being held in soli- 

tary confinement, according to reports from Easter Germany. He is allowed to 

_ have one book a week from the prison library. Reports from the prison of Bautzen 
Say that "film performances" or "showers" are listed on the daily programme at 


the same time as religious services are being held. At other times, large groups 
_ of prisoners are not notified of worship. 


* * 


a A memorial tablet honouring the late Dr. John R. Mott was unveiled in Wash- 
ington Cathedral (Episcopal) in Washington, D.C., on June 6. ‘The tablet was 
given by the religious groups he worked with throughout his life: the World Coun 
cil of Churches, the National Council of the Churches of Christ in the USA, the 
International Missionary Council, the World's Student Christian Federation, the 
World Alliance of YMCAs, the World YWCA and the Student Volunteer Movement. 


a a 


7 During the last few weeks, 
to issue an entrance visa for + 
visit his parishes there. 

} 


East German authorities have repeatedly refused 
he Roman Catholic Bishop of Berlin who wanted to 


Ld ay 


Three leaders of the Evangelical Church in Germany (EKD) interviewed Presi- 
dent Otto Grotewohl, East German prime minister, on June 2 to express the church's 
concern about the education of children in the German Democratic Republic. No 
announcement was made about the results of the talks, but additional conversations 
are expected to be held. he churchmen were appointed by the EKD Synod at its 
meeting in April to hold the talks (see EPS No. 18). E.P.S., Geneva 

a. 
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WCC Official Cables Greek Archbishop Concerning Cyprus 


(Geneva) - On June 14, Dr. W.A. Visser 't Hooft, general secretary of the World 
Council of Churches, cabled the Archbishop of Athens that "Christians everywhere 
heard with sorrow news of civil strife in Cyprus and pray for rapid, just and 
peaceful settlement. World Council officers will continue doing everything they 
can for this purpose." 


At the same time, Metropolitan James of Melita, the representative of the 
Ecumenical Patriarchate to the World Council, cabled the Patriarch, saying "Offi- 
cers of World Council have instructed me to convey to you the expression of their 
thoughts and prayers". 


The two messages followed a request received by the council from the Arch- 
bishop of Athens asking sister churches to use their influence to end attacks on 
Greek Cypriots. "The Church of Greece," the Archbishop cabled, "beseeches that 
God Almighty will strengthen the badly-tried Greek Cypriots and prays that soon 
may come days of freedom, joy and peace for then. We hope that our sister churches 
will do the same." 


A cable to the World Council from Bishop Anthimos of Kitium, acting Ethnarch 
of Cyprus, reported that one Greek Orthodox church had been burned and many Greek 
families were homeless. “We warmly appeal to you to use your high influence so 
that an end may be put to this unbearable situation," he said. E.P.S., Geneva 
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ag East German Pastors Sentenced 


(Berlin) - Two East German pastors and a parish worker have been sentenced to 
prison in the German Democratic Republic (DDR). 


Pastor Willy Kohl, 67, of Nossen, Kreis Meissen, received a three—and-a—half 
year sentence for "dealings with the West, disparaging the DDR and general agi- 
tation along the same lines as Bishop Dibelius". Pastor Kohl was arrested on 
November 15, 1957, because, officials said, he refused to bury a woman in the 
church cemetery "because she was a menber of a Communist collective farm". The 
Nossen church said burial had been refused because the woman did not live in the 
community, but ina neighbouring town where there was a community cemetery. How~ 
ever, at the request of her family, she was buried in the Nossen churchyard. 


Sentences have also been passed against Pastor Hardy Horn from Bergen, Kreis 
Auersbach, Saxony, and Fraulein Mischok, a catechist. Pastor Horn was sentenced 
to four months' imprisonment for remarks made about the governnent-sponsored 
"youth dedications", and Frdulein Mischok will go to prison for three months for 
boxing a child's ears because he tried to disturb the lesson by throwing snowballs. 

E.P.S., Geneva - 


US Reformed Church Asks East-West Communication 


(Buck Hill Falls) - Both the World Council of Churches and the National Council 
of the Churches of Christ in the USA have been asked by the Reformed Church in 
America to keep the communication channels open between churches of the East and 
West. 


The requést was made by the 152nd annual General Synod of the Reformed Church, 
meeting this month at Buck Hill Falls, Pennsylvania. The synod said that commu- 
nication between East and West was needed so that the Church "may exert her in- 
fluence toward developing mutual respect and trust among nations". 

E.P.S., Geneva 


Dutch Reformed Church Protests Archbishop's Charges 


(Cape Town) ~ The Dutch Reformed Church has announced its withdrawal from a pro- 
_ posed all-church conference in South Africa, scheduled for December, because of 
criticism voiced by the Anglican Archbishop of Cape Town, the Most Rev. Joost de 
Blank, during a lecture tour in the United States. 


Preaching in New York early this month, Archbishop de Blank is reported to 


_ have criticised the practice and theory of the Dutch Reformed Church. "It is a. 


‘sad commentary on the work of the Dutch Reformed Church of South Africa," Dr. de 
Blank said, “that it spends a great deal of money on missionary work but believes 
in keeping African and White congregations apart. It has a warped and inaccurate 
Calvinistic outlook." 


Replying, the executive committee of the Dutch Reformed Church said it “would 
be sheer hypocrisy for the Dutch Reformed Church to continue with the discussion 
in the present circumstances". 


The purpose of the proposed all-church conference in December is to discuss 
fundamental differences between churches in South africa. The Dutch Reformed 


_ Church has taken a leading part in planning the conference, 


4 Replying to the Dutch Reformed action, Dr. de Blank said he felt that all 
South African churches had failed in their job, but that only the Dutch Reformed 

_ Church had given its "tacit approval" to apartheid. The Dutch Reformed Church, 

he said, “contributes more money to missions and African education than all the 
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other churches in South Africa put together. 


outlook wrong. Calvinistic churches in Europe and elsewhere do not see eye to 
eye with them on apartheid. They have not resisted apartheid legislation. That 
is not a matter of opinion. It is a fact. T do not and never have impugned 


_ their'sincerity. But I think the members of the Dutch Reformed Church are mis- 
guided in their approach," 


But they have got their Calvinistic 


Meanwhile, other church groups in South Africa have criticised the Archbishop's 

statements. The Church of England in South Africa - a small group which broke 

away from the Anglican Church of the Province of South Africa years ago - is con- 

sidering withdrawal from the all-church conference, Dr. R.H.R. Liddell, modera- 

_ tor of the Presbyterian Church, said that his denomination "deprecated" the Arch- 
bishop's statement and "condemned" it because of the Calvinistic background shared 
by his church and the Dutch Reformed Church. "For any church to criticise the 

theology of another is in our view uncalled for," he said. E.P.S., Geneva 


Irish Methodists Oppose Ordination of Women 


(Belfast) - The Methodists of Ireland are overwhelmingly opposed to the ordination 
of women as ministers, according to a poll among the church's seven districts. 

Announced at the denomination's annual meeting in Belfast, the survey showed that 
_ 2,800 voters found women "unacceptable" as pastors or thought it would be "inex- 


- pedient" to ordain them. There were 1,370 members who said they found no "theo- 
logical bar" to women ministers. 


Six of the districts reported that no circuit would accept a woman pastor, 
while the seventh said that two of its 37 circuits would accept a woman. 
E.P.S., Geneva 


_ Swiss Protestant Federation Meets 


(Zurich) - At its annual meeting from June 8 - 10, at Thusis, near Zurich, the 
Swiss Protestant Federation urged delegates to continue their efforts to have 

_ Civilian service recognised for conscientious objectors as an alternative to mili- 
_ tary service. 


In other action the federation named a committee to examine the problem of 
nuclear arms for Switzerland and to present its findings to a special meeting 
_ which will be held in the next few months. Plans for a national Protestant broad- 
_ casting station in Switzerland will be re-examined by a special commission working 
with a planning committee which has existed for several months (see EPS Nos. 13 
Bud,t4).. ~ 


Professor H. d'Espine of Geneva was unanimously re-elected as federation 
president. E.P.S., Geneva 


- Second Ecumenical Essay Competition Announced 


(Geneva) - The second Ecumenical Essay Competition, sponsored by the World Council 
of Churches' Scholarship Committee, has been announced this week. 


"The Prophetic Function of the Church in Society" is the theme of the com- 
petition, and the deadline for entries is September 30, 1959. The competition 
is open to anyone under 40 years of age engaged in full-time pastoral or missio- 
“nary service. First prize is 1,000 Swiss francs ($230). 


Purpose of the competition is to "encourage younger clergy and ministers to 
engage in the study of some of the central biblical and theological issues under 
ecumenical discussion and to make available the best results of the study". 


Further information is available from the WCC's Scholarship Committee, 17, 
route de Malagnou, Geneva, Switzerland. E.P.S., Geneva 


184 


Saxony Synod Studies Problem of Youth Dedication 
(Berlin) - The Synod of the Evange 
to work out suggestions that would 
the East German government 
_ gious instruction and to o« 


a% lical Church in Saxony has named a committee 
enable children who have had to take part in 
“sponsored "youth dedication" services to receive reli- 

ontinue in church membership. 


The Saxony synod was one of the fir 


st of Germany's regional churches to meet 
since the All-German Synod of the Evan 


Bishop Johannes Janicke told the s 
youth dedications was being stressed 
patible with confirmation. 

found not to exclude young pe 
careers, they could not avoid 


ynod that the atheistic character of the 
more and more and it was therefore incom- 
But, on the other hand, he said, some way must be 
ople from church life if, for the sake of their 
attending the youth dedication programmes. 


B.P.S., Geneva 


In Brief 


ee ne a ee 


Pastor Etienne Mathiot of France, sentenced on March 14 to eight months' 


imprisonment for aiding an agent of the Algerian rebel National Liberation Front 
(FIN), has been freed (see EPS Nos, 10 and 11). 


* *& 


Bishop Albert Bereczky has been elected ministerial president of the Hun- 

_ garian Reformed Church by the General Convent, the church's highest administrative 
_ body. Others named to new posts were Dr. Thomas Esze, prominent church historian, 
lay president of the church, and Dr. Stephen Gaal, a former deputy bishop of the 
Transtiscian District, director of the office of the General Convent. 


* * 


The June 7 issue of "Réforme", Protestant newspaper published in Paris, has 


_ been confiscated in Algeria. The editors do not know which article caused the 
action. 


nize 2 


The La Plata Synod of the German Evangelical Church in Argentina reports an 
_increasing shortage of pastors. Because theological students training at the 

_ two Protestant Faculties in Argentina have not completed their studies, the synod 
says it has been unable to fill a number of vacancies. 


GE 


In a message to Protestants in Algeria, the Regional Council of the French 
Reformed Church in Algeria says that it is "delighted" about Signs of reconcili- 
ation between North Africans and Europeans, and "once more asks all believers to 
make a real effort to fulfil their task of reconciliation and not to give up 
working for equal peace and justice for all", 


* & 


At its meeting in Berlin on June 12 - 13, the Council of the Evangelical 
- Church in Germany (EKD) set up a committee, led by Vice-President Liicking of 
Bielefeld, to study the agreement on Protestant military chaplains in West Germany. 


owe 
Bee ator Scharf of Berlin was re-elected president of the Council of the Evan- 


gelical Church of the Union (EKU) at its meeting this month in Berlin. Pastor 
Beckmann of Diisseldorf was re-elected vice-president. E.P.S., Geneva 
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Document 


Statement on‘ Church and Press 


The common problems of Christian journalists was the subject of a conference 
at the Ecumenical Institute of the World Council of Churches near Geneva, from 
June 6 - 10 (sce EPS No. 23). (Called by the WCC's Department of Information, 
the sessions brought together thirty-eight journalists from ten European countries. 
The following is a statement on "Church and Press", which was received by the 
conference. 


Church Papers 


Jae The Christian press, even when it is explicitly interpreting the Church and 
its work, must not rest content in Solely acting as a reflection of the thinking 
and policy of the leadership within our various churches. In partnership with 
our church governments and in the spirit of loyalty to the Church, Christian 
journalists working on these papers should strive to bring to bear on the Church's 
own life, and its task in bringing the Gospel to the outsider, the truth and cut- 
ting edge contained in the Gospel. In this way they will be accepting their 
responsibility of participating in the entire prophetic and missionary work of 
the Christian community in modern Europe. 


2. As journalists, those working within the staffs of church papers must, at 
the same time, be objective and scrupulous as members of their profession. Their 
responsibility to their colleagues demands that they should be good journalists. 
In this way they can also be good Christians, more especially as they seek fresh 
and adventurous. ways of expressing the Christian message for all their fellow men. 


Bie The ministry of the journalist is obviously distinct from that of a pastor, 
teacher or social worker. While it demands a keen awareness of the great theo- 
logical issues forming the basis of Christian judgment, there can be no imagina- 
tive and thorough explanation of what these issues are without specialised and 
expert professional training. 


4. We suggest that the leaders of our churches should make greater provision for 
this distinctive ministry in the building up and wider mission of our churches. 

To make this possible we believe that our churches should urgently and seriously 
endeavour to provide training facilities and budgets proportionate to the immense 
importance of the press in today's world. The Church has not yet seen all the 

possibilities of using its press for strengthening its public witness. 


Dis Wherever there are independent papers which are also concerned to serve the 
Church, they should be recognised and encouraged by the churches as a necessary 
Stimulus to the Christian community and in the world of journalism. 


_Dhe Press in General 


Those Christians who are working in the press who have come to Bossey from 
many European countries and churches have come to recognise that the forming of 
Public opinion in modern mass society is encountering more and more obstacles. 
The development of newspaper techniques, the influence of big organisations, 

groups, political parties, supra-national organisations and the uncritical use 
of public opinion surveys often hinder a responsible journalist from exercising 
his proper role in the formation of public opinion. A misunderstanding of the 
real task of the press by church leaders is often observed and has a similar 

' effect. Such an influence from state and Church often prevents the emergence of 

& common mind as public opinion is formed. On the other hand, those who form 


No. 24 - June 20th, 1958 -6- 186 


public opinion in the Church, and in the press at large, yield before this and 


other pressures or are forced into a position where they think they have no al- 
ternative but to give in to it. 


Thus, in this way, the distinction between the facts, the reporting of the 
facts and comment is sometimes blurred, and the integrity of the journalist's 
‘work is endangered. Conformism threatens to do less than justice to the re~ 
quirements of the reading public, and intentionally or unintentionally encourages 
a restricted and provincial frame of mind. The journalist may easily become a 
tool in the hand of particular interests. Even where this development is not 
yet pronounced, we must be prepared to face these dangers. 


Both trends - the influence of pressure groups and conformism on the part of 
journalists - imply for state and Church the menace that they might lose one of 
the safeguards of democracy - a free press. The continued existence of respon- 
Sible societies depends in large measure on good professional work by men and 
women Who are answerable to the dictates of conscience. 


We would hope: 


ass That journalists, publishers and editors should clearly recognise their 
critical, constructive and self-critical function in society. 


“a That the churches should give a lead in safeguarding freedom of comment in 
general and especially where the churches are themselves concerned. 


hd That the churches, in cooperation with public bodies and editors, should 
protect the sphere of free comment against any intrusion. 


A. That the churches should endeavour to approach the journal ist pastorally 
and aid him in his work, so that he may responsibly and courageously discharge 
his vocation. In no circumstances should the growing complexity of the world 
Situation be taken as a pretext for churches, governments or editors to refrain 
from enabling the journalist to convey enough information to his readers to give 
a balanced interpretation of current problems. 


ay That churches and journalists should guard against the manipulation or mis- 
use of the Gospel as a weapon in the cold war in Bast and West. E.P.S., Geneva 


ee 
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Ceylon Christian Council Speaks on Emergency 


( Colombo) - The National Christian Council of Ceylon has called on the nation 
and “especially all Christians" to 'do whatever we can to restore peace and good 
will... and to help to stop the present violence committed in the name of one's 
race", 


The action followed the outbreak of violence between Tamil and Sinhalese 
Speaking groups in Ceylon. The dispute centres around demands of the minority 
Tamil group that their language again be given equal status with Sinhalese. The 
present government was elected two years ago on the promise that Sinhalese would 
be made the only official language in Ceylon. 


At its meeting on May 28, two days after the first Sinhalese attacks on 
Tamil property, the Executive Committee of the National Christian Council issued 
a message saying: "The nation as a whole stands in dismay and grief today at the 
wounds it has suffered as a result of the forces of violence which have been let 
loose in many parts of our land, and we of the Christian community represented by 
the National Christian Council, as part of the nation, express our grief and peni- 
tence for all that has contributed to the present sad situation. We should, 
therefore, all do whatever we can to restore peace and good will in our respec— 
tive spheres and to help to stop the present violence committed in the name of 
one's race," 


The council listed four recommendations and “appealed to our brethren" to 
give some thought to them as ways "by which we can help our countrymen at this 
time irrespective of distinctions of race and creed", 


> * 


eee 
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Among the suggestions: "That we do all that is in our power to show good 
wiil to our neighbours, especially to any who are in distress or fear, acting as 
far as possible in cooperation with the local authorities, and any constituted 
relief organisations; that we abstain from all conversation which may encourage 
fear or stimulate communal passion; that we support the authorities in their 
arduous duty in restoring and maintaining law and order; that we study to be 
quiet in mind and spirit in dependence upon God." 


Commenting on the situation, the council pointed out that "there are many 
Tamils who deplore the excesses of the Federalists (who advocate a federal sys- 
tem for the two language groups) and many Sinhalese who deplore the violent 
racialism of the Buddhist Monks' United Front", and urged the mobilisation of 
"this majority group in all comnunities to give forceful voice to the counsels 
of moderation... At whatever cost in popularity and misunderstanding our Tamil 
and Sinhalese Christian leaders must maintain conversation and, drawing with 


them men of good will in all religious groups, make the voice of reason and good 
will heard". 


The council also urged the Christian community to take active steps to ex- 
press its fellowship to the people of other communities. "There is not much a 
minority Christian community can do at such times to influence government policy, 
or to restrain lawlessness, but it can bear its witness by the vigorous expres- 
sion of loving our neighbour." 


Recent reports from Ceylon say that homeless refugees are fleeing from the 
south to the north and from the north to the south. In Jaffna, which is loca- 
ted in the north, there are 2,500 destitute Tamil refugees. At the same time 
there are also nearly 10,000 Tamils in Jaffna who have had to leave Colombo, but 
who have family or friends in Jaffna. A group of 2,100 Sinhalese refugees from 
Jaffna have had to go to Colombo. Present reports say that two "sets" of mobs 
have been operating in the Sinhalese part of Ceylon. One set has attacked Tamil 
homes and assaulted Tamils, killing more than two hundred. The second mob is 
reported to have broken into Tamil homes, after the owners had been driven ort; 
and stolen all the possessions. In Jaffna, a Tamil mob has burned all the pos- 
sessions of the 2,100 Sinhalese living there, but no one was seriously injured. 


The Division of Inter-Church Aid and Service to Refugees of the World Coun- 
cil of Churches is investigating ways in which it can help in the present situ- 
ation. B.P.S., Geneva 


South African Conference Postponed 


(Cape Town) - The All-Church Conference scheduled for December in Cape Town to 
discuss fundamental differences among South African churches has been indefinitely 
postponed as the result of a controversy revolving around criticism made of the 
Dutch Reformed Church's apartheid policy by Anglican Archbishop Joost de Blank 

of Cape Town while in the USA (see EPS No. 24). 


The committee which was arranging the conference recommended the postpone- 
ment. After Archbishop de Blank's sermon in New York City criticising the Dutch 
Reformed policy, the Dutch Reformed Church announced its withdrawal from the con- 
ference. E.P.S., Geneva 


“Hungarian Bishop Deszery to Be Reinstated? 


Reports in “Evangelikus Elet", church paper of Hungarian lutheranism, say 
that the council of the Southern Diocese of the Hungarian Lutheran Church has 
asked for an investigation by the state of the legal position of former bishop 
Laszlo Deszery, who resigned his post as head of the diocese at the time of the 
reinstatement of Bishop Lajos Ordass in the autumn of 1956. 
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Bishop Ordass is now reported to be living at home, but continues as head 


_ of the diocese. The meeting of the diocesan council, not called by Bishop Or- 
dass, but by Lay Inspector Josef Darvas, who was not active in the church for a 
year after the "events of autum 1956", asked the state to say whether it had 
ever legally accepted Bishop Ordass's reappointment as bishop in 1956 and whether 
it legally recognised as valid all the grounds on which Laszlo Deszery resigned. 

The diocesan council asked the state to "decide on the question about Bishop 
Laszlo Deszery first". 


Bishop Ordass has recen 
lications of his own church. 
church" line, and to be politic 


tly been submitted to mounting criticism in the pub- 
He is said to have taken a pro-western and "high 
ally and theologically suspect (see EPS No. 19). 


E.P.S., Geneva 


In Brief 


Thirteen Methodist leaders will make an eight-day tour of the Soviet Union 
in August. Leading the group will be Dr. T. Otto Nall of Chicago, editor of 
"The New Christian Advocate", while others making the trip will include Bishop 
and Mrs. Ivan Lee Holt of St. Louis, Missouri, Bishop Odd Hagen, Stockholm, 
Sweden, and Bishop Friedrich Wunderlich of Frankfurt, Germany. 


* 


Bishop Hanns Lilje of Germany 
ting Professor at Union Theolo 
of the academic year 1958-59. 


has been appointed Harry Emerson Fosdick Visi- 
gical Seminary in New York for the second semester 


* * 


Six candidates have been nominated by pastors in the two dioceses of the 
Church of Sweden to succeed Archbishop Yngve Brilioth of Uppsala and Bishop Anders 
_ Nygren of Lund, who are retiring this year. Under Swedish Church Law, three 
Candidates must be named for each bishopric and then submitted to the Crown for 
final decision. The candidates to succeed Archbishop Brilioth are Bishop Gunnar 
Hultgren, Bishop Torsten Ysander and Bishop Helge Ljungberg. Nominated to follow 


Bishop Nygren are the Rev. Ragnar K.F, Askmark, the Rev. Nils Bolander and Rector 
Martin Lindstrom. 


* % 


The Rev. Roland Koh, a Chinese miss 
month in Canterbury Cathedral as 
pore. Bishop Koh was the first 
land's leading cathedral. 


ionary in Malaya, was consecrated this 
Assistant Bishop of the Anglican Diocese of Singa- 
Chinese national ever to be consecrated in Eng~ 


* & 


The Rev. William J. Nottingham, a minister of the Christian Churches (Dis- 
Ciples of Christ) in the United States has been named to a three-year term with 
CIMADE, the French ecumenical service agency with headquarters in Paris. 


at 


Miss Madeleine Barot, executive secretary of the World Council of Churches! 
Department on the Cooperation of Men and Women in Church and Society, delivered 
the fourth annual lecture at the John Knox House, Geneva student and conference 
centre of the United Presbyterian Church in the USA, on June 13. Her subject 
was "Concrete Ecumenical Experiences". 


aie 
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Patriarch Alexander Tahan, 89, head of the Syrian Antiochian Orthodox Church, 
died in Damascus, Syria, this month following a surgical operation. Patriarch 
Alexander had spiritual jurisdiction over 550,000 Greek Orthodox in Syria, Leban- 


on and North and South America. He was a native of Damascus and studied in 
Istanbul, Turkey, and Kiev, Russia. 


x %& 
Dr. John M. Stensvaag, 


Minnesota, has been elected 
Dr. T.0. Burntvedt, who reti 


dean of Augsburg Theological Seminary in Minneapolis, 

president of the Lutheran Free Church, He succeeds 

res on October 1 after holding the post for 28 years. 
* % 


Sixty students from colleges throughout the United States will tour Africa 


this summer in an inter-faith interracial project led by a prominent New York 
City Presbyterian Pastor, the Rev. James H. Robinson, and a Jewish rabbi, Dr. 
Israel Mowshowitz. Tour members will be divided into five groups and will spend 


Six weeks in Liberia, Ghana, Sierra Leone, the French Cameroons and Nigeria, 
meeting with African students. 


% * 


A new Roman Catholic missionary quarterly, "Parole et Mission" (Word and 


Mission) is appearing in Paris under the sponsorship of the publishing house 
"Editions du Cerf", 


a 


On June 25 the University of Athens celebrated the completion of forty-five 
years of theological work and thirty-five years as professor of the university's 
theological faculty by the Greek ecumenical leader Professor Hamilcar Alivisatos. 
The celebration included a eulogy by the Archbishop of Athens and the presenta- 
tion of a commemorative book from students, friends and colleagues by a former 
pupil, the Archbishop of Cyprus. 


ce a 


Showing of the film "Martin Luther" has been prevented by the Kenya govern~ 
ment's censorship board on the ground that it would have “grave unsettling effects 
on primitive audiences which might lead to breaches of the peace" and would dis- 
turb good relations between the Christian communities working in Kenya and Uganda. 


* * 


Father Raymond Raynes, until recently superior of the Anglican Community of 
the Resurrection, died in hospital in England on June 12. Father Raynes, who 
was active in building up the work of the community in South Africa, was a dele- 


gate of the Church of England at the Evanston Assembly of the World Council of 
Churches in 1954. 


* 


Cardinal Gregorio Agaginian, the Armenian Patriarch, has been appointed by 
Pope Pius XII as pro-prefect of the Society for the Propagation of the Faith, 

_ succeeding the late Cardinal Stritch. Cardinal Agaginian was born in Georgia, 
in the Caucasus; he attended the seminary for Catholic priests at Tiflis and 
was later called to Rome, where he occupied the position of assistant director 
of the papal Armenian college, and lectured on Dogmatics. Cardinal Agaginian 
has paid several visits to North and South America, Australia and the Near East. 
He speaks eleven languages, and is the first representative of the Eastern Church 
united with Rome to be appointed a cardinal at the Papal Court. 


St 
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Mr. Friedrich Schumacher, the representative of the World Council of Churches 
in Austria, has received the gold medal of the Austrian Republic, in recognition 
of the many years of service which he has given to helping refugees. 


<i ey 


At a festival service held in the church at Karlshorst, East Berlin, Bishop 
Otto Dibelius stressed the ties between Protestants and Catholics in Hastern 
Germany. He reminded the congregation of the common struggle confronting both 
groups, and said "in Bastern Germany we stand side by side with the Catholic 
Christians against the foe', Bishop Dibelius also urged his congregation to 
offer hospitality to Catholics attending this year's Catholic Congress, reminding 
them of the hospitality extended by Catholics during the Protestant Kirchentag 
1951. E.P.S., Geneva 


A Special Report 


Lambeth Conference Opens on July 3 


The diocesan bishops of the Anglican communion have been invited to attend 
the ninth Lambeth Conference, a world-wide meeting to be held in Lambeth Palace, 
London, during July. The Lambeth Conferences provide a centre of thought and 


strategy for the Many particular or national Anglican churches in various parts 


of the world. The Archbishop of Canterbury personally issues the call to Lam-— 
beth, which has become the meeting place of widely diversified points of view 

within Anglicanism. Their unifying features are communion with the see of Can- 
terbury and recognition of the Book of Common Prayer as embodying "the Catholic 


and apostolic faith". 


Lambeth has no legislative power, but the authority of its full reports is 
considerable. As the national churches evolve their own policies they attach 
great importance to the "persuasive guidance" they receive from the bishops. 


The present Lambeth meeting, following those already held in 18675. 1878: 
1888, 1897, 1908, 1920, 1930 and 1948, will be attended by about 350 bishops. 
In addition to diocesan bishops, some suffragan and assistant bishops have been 
invited from India and Africa. The importance of the growing autonomy and in- 
digenous leadership of the "younger" missionary churches is thus underlined. The 


"pilgrimage" of bishops has grown in numbers with each Lambeth meeting. In 1867 


the conference was attended by seventy—six. This year the number expected, about 
350, is a record. — 


One of the delegations that will draw the interest of press, radio, tele— 
vision and the general public is from China. The six Chinese Anglican bishops, 
including Bishop K.H. Ting, who attended meetings of the Lambeth Consultative 
Committee in mid-1956 in London, will be followed attentively, because what they 
say will have an important bearing on the future relationship between the churches 
in Communist China and their sister churches in other parts of the world. 


A large delegation, which has in recent Lambeth Conferences been very active, 


_ comes from the Protestant Episcopal Church in the USA. 


Four representatives of the Holy Synod of the Moscow Patriarchate of the 
Russian Orthodox Church will take part in informal conversations with Anglican 


_ bishops at the beginning of the conference. They are Metropolitan Pitirim of 
‘Minsk and Byelorussia, Bishop Mihail of Smolensk and Dorogobugh, Rector K.L. 
Rushitsky of the Moscow Theological Academy, and Professor N.D. Uspensky of the 
Leningrad Theological Academy. There have, in recent years, been theological 
Conversations in Russia between the Church of England and the Moscow Patriarchate. 


Russian church leaders have also visited England under the leadership of Metro- 


‘Politan Nikolai, head of the external affairs office of the Moscow Church. These 
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visits, taking place since the last Lambeth meeting in 1948, lend special inter- 
est to the subject of future relationships with Orthodox churches. Invitations 
to take part in these preliminary conversations have also been accepted by the 
Ecumenical Patriarchate, the Church of Greece, which will send Metropolitan Pan- 
teleimon of Thessalonica, and by the Patriarch of Alexandria and Archbishop 
Makarios of Cyprus. Archbishop Makarios announced on June 24 that he was unable 
to attend, but designatod Archbishop Athenagoras of London, exarch of the Ecu- 
menical Patriarchate of Constantinople in Western Europe, to represent him. 


After an opening service in Canterbury Cathedral on July 3, the bishops 
will meet in private, first in full session, afterwards in committees, and final- 
ly, before the closing service in Westminster Abbey on August 10, again in full 
session to approve reports and a message to the churches. 


Five main subjects have been set down for consideration and report. 


For the first time the bishops will make a declaration on "The Holy Bible - 
Its Authority and Message". Though previous Lambeth Conferences have considered 
aspects of the Bible and Christian doctrine, this will be the first time the au- 
thority of the Bible will have been dealt with as such. 


"Church Unity and the Church Universal" will provide opportunity for a state- 
ment on the ecumenical movement and the World Council of Churches, but keen ex~ 
pectation has been aroused by the discussions under this heading on the attitude 
of the bishops toward eventual full intercommunion between Anglican churches and 
the Church of South India. The Church of India, Burma and Ceylon will also be 
seeking guidance about the terms on which it may enter into proposed unions with 
non-episcopal churches in Ceylon and in North India and Pakistan. The attitude 
of Lambeth to the proposals recently put forward about introducing presbyterian 
features into episcopal churches (and vice-versa) in England and Scotland is being 
much discussed. 


Under the heading "Progress in the Anglican Communion", strategy for missions, 
Prayer Book revision and recruitment for the ministry will be studied. 


When they consider "The Reconciling of Conflicts between and within Nations" 
the "Lambeth fathers" will be urged to speak on two problems now largely in the 
public eye: the future use of atomic energy and racial conflicts. 


Reports to be presented on the last subject, "The Family in Modern Society", 
have already indicated that the section dealing with it will have to struggle 
with controversial questions of the "population explosion" in the "emerging con- 
tinents" and the Christian attitude toward methods of birth control. 


As the Anglican churches and their bishops present a wide spectrum of views, 
from militant Protestantism to definite Catholicism, from those of Chinese and 
Indian citizens to those of Canadians and Americans, lively debate is expected 
in the closed meetings, and the statements made by “Lambeth 1958" will be eagerly 
awaited in many churches and countries. E.P.S., Geneva 


Warsaw's Trinity Church Rededicated 


(Warsaw) - On Sunday, June 22, Trinity Lutheran Church, the largest Protestant 
church in Poland, was restored to its original purpose, 19 years after being 
bombed at the beginning of the second world war. The consecration ceremony of 
‘the church, which is in the centre of the city, was performed by Bishop Hanns 
Lilje, presiding bishop of the Evangelical-Iutheran churches in Germany, and was 
attended by Dr. W.A. Visser 't Hooft, general secretary of the World Council of 
Churches, and Dr. Franklin Clark Fry, president of the Iutheran World Federation. 
The festival was also attended by church representatives from nearly all the 
countries of Western and Eastern Europe, and by Christians from all over Poland. 
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Addressing a congregation of 5,000 people, Pastor Heinrich Hellstern of 
Switzerland said this reconsecration (181 years after the original consecration 
of the church in 1777) was proof that "Protestantism is alive in Eastern Europe". 
During the service, however, he expressed the fear that "the number of Protes— 
tants in Eastern Europe might fall too low". Dr. Fry reminded the Polish Pro- 
testants that "our lives today are filled with fear. But thank God," he said, 
"for a house in which you can speak with Him and He with you. Our task today 
is to listen and to testify." 


Representatives of churches from abroad and clergy of the Polish Ecumenical 
Council - including Orthodox Archbishop Timotheus of Bielystok - walked in a long 
procession round the circular edifice, which was packed with people right up to 
the dome. After handing over the keys to Bishop Kotula, lutheran Bishop of 
Poland, Bishop Lilje performed the ceremony of consecration. He reminded the 
congregation of the building of the Temple of Solomon: "People from many coun- 
tries and confessions are here to testify that the living God is their Lord, that 
He is good and merciful, and that in a world threatened by destruction, discon- 
tent and hatred the goodness of God in Christ is the only thing which preserves 
the real life of the world." With singing by the choir, congregational hymns, 
and greetings in ten languages from the member churches of the World Council of 
Churches, the church was consecrated once again "to God, the Three in One". 


Polish Government Receives Ecumenical Representatives 


During the first days of the ecumenical gathering in Warsaw, Minister Stach- 
elski, director of the Department of Church Affairs in Poland, received represen- 
tatives of the ecumenical movement. 


Dr. W.A. Visser 't Hooft, general secretary of the WCC, stated that he con- 
sidered it particularly important to strengthen contacts between the churches in 
Western and Faster Europe. In the present difficult political situation, he 
declared, it was a good thing that representatives of the churches in the two 
camps should meet to heal the divisions. 


Minister Stachelski stressed the fact that religious freedom in Poland was 
not guaranteed merely for reasons of propaganda. The state also derived benefit 
from this freedom. Of course, in some circumstances this freedom must be restric- 
ted. He referred to the political tendencies of certain churches. If a church 
were untrue to its ow nature and started dabbling in politics, which had nothing 
to do with a church, this was bound to lead to conflicts and misunderstandings, 
like those which had arisen in Poland, though not with the Protestant churches. 


Bishop Lilje stressed the fact that the church of Jesus Christ had never con- 
sidered it its task to give the nations political advice. But it was its duty 
to take action to promote peace and welfare in the spirit of Christ's message. 


Conference of Buropean Churches to Meet in January 


AS a result of conversations in Warsaw, a conference of non-Roman Catholic 
European churches will be held in Switzerland at the end of January 1959. ‘The 
churches participating will meet on their own initiative, but with the full sup- 
port of the World Council of Churches. Representatives of the Continuation Com- 
mittee of the provisional "Liselund" Conference of European Churches and Bishop 
Hanns Lilje, as spokesman for German Lutheran churches, took part in the conver- 
sations (see EPS No. 22, 1957). 


Responsibility for the conference is in the hands of Dr. Egbert Emmen of the 
. Netherlands, as secretary, Archbishop Kiivit of Estonia and Bishop Lilje of Ger- 
many, together with the two European presidents of the World Council of Churches , 
Bishop Otto Dibelius of Berlin and Dr. John Baillie of Edinburgh. 
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At the consecration of Trinity Church, Warsaw, Dr. Ernst Wilm, president of 


the Evangelical Church of Westphalia, stated that in Europe, divided into two 
camps in a cold war, it is the duty of Christians to bridge the gulfs as far as 
possible. He said that this task in future should no longer be assumed by 


"partisans" or separate groups; all the non-Roman Catholic churches in Europe 
on both sides of the Iron Curtain should seek this contact. 


Dr. W.A. Visser 't Hooft, general secretary of the World Council of Churches, 
said during the Warsaw meetings: “We Christians in Europe must stick together. 
We are engaged in re-examining our consciences." He added that the ecumenical 


gathering in Warsaw had given new and sound impulses for strengthening the ecu- 
menical movement in Europe. E.P.S., Geneva 
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Archbishop Makarios Not Represented at Lambeth 


(London) - Archbishop Makarios of Cyprus, who on June 24 said that he was too busy 
to attend the Lambeth Conference in London but would send a representative, has 
now announced that no one from the Greek Orthodox Church in Cyprus will attend the 
Anglican gathering (see EPS No. 25). 


The announcement came after the Archbishop of Canterbury called Archbishop 
Makarios a "bad character" on a BBC television interview. 


After hearing the announcement, the Greek Orthodox Church representative, the 
Metropolitan Panteleimon of Thessalonica, announced that he would not attend be-— 
cause of the archbishop's remarks. However, representatives of other Orthodox 
churches have arrived in London from Rumania, Russia and Bulgaria and said they 
would attend. 


In the controversial BBC interview late in June, the Archbishop of Canterbury, 
Dr. Geoffrey Francis Fisher, defended his invitation to Archbishop Makarios to come 
to Lambeth and stressed the fact that it was an exclusively ecclesiastical deci- 
sion. "A lot of people feel," he said, "that Makarios is not worthy to be an 
archbishop. I know as well as anybody what a bad character he is, and my regard 
for him is about the same as yours. Can I put it bluntly - he is, in fact a man 


‘with blood on his hands who has connived at and helped to organise terrorism. 


His personal character, quite apart from his politics, is no concem of mine. 
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You remember that our Lord said, 'Judge not that ye be not judged'. When I ask 
official people who are heads of churches, I can't examine their characters any 
more than if the Prime Minister wants to invite the Prime Ilinister of Russia he 
has to examine his character." E.P.S., Geneva 


New Violence Threatened in Ceylon 


(Colombo) - Extremist and nationalist groups in Ceylon have launched a violent 
Campaign against Huropeans and against Christian, Hindu and Moslem minorities, 
following the recent outbreak of violence between Tamil and Sinhalese speaking 
groups in Ceylon (see EPS No. 25). 


The 7,000 Europeans, predominantly British, are being told that they must 
leave the country by the end of the year or face possible death. Thousands of 
leaflets and letters are also being distributed to members of Christian, Hindu 
and Moslem minorities. Tamil undergraduates in the university have been warned 
not to return. 


One of the pamphlets reads: "Ceylon is only for the Buddhists. You are 
the people who brought these foreign religions to Ceylon and we orthodox Buddhists 
feel that unless and until we liquidate you we will not be able to stop the spread 
of Christianity and Islam to Ceylon." 


Ceylon Prime Minister S.W.R.D. Bandaranaike made a special broadcast last 
week threatening drastic punishment for the organisers of the campaign, whom he 
described as irresponsible and criminal elements. He said that the drive was 
"obviously intended to create further comunal and religious trouble", 


leaders of the campaign are believed to be extremist Buddhist monks who have 
denounced Buddha's doctrine of non-violence. Reports from Ceylon say that the 
group may number as many as 100,000, pointing out that there is nothing to hinder 
anyone from putting on a saffron robe and proclaiming himself a monk. 


Victims of the attacks in June were the Tamils, the burghers who are Eurasian 
descendants of early Portuguese and Dutch settlers, and the Christians of all 
communities. Between 12,000 and 20,000 persons are reported to be homeless and 
at least 300 persons have been killed. 


By religions, Ceylon has inore than five million Sinhalese Buddhists, 1,600,000 
Hindu Tamils, 500,000 Moslems and 715,000 Christians. There are about 50,000 
burghers, nearly all Christian. E.P.S., Geneva 


: Portuguese Episcopal Church Becomes Autonomous 


(Lisbon, Portugal) - Bishops of Protestant Episcopal churches from three nations 
officiated in the consecration of the Rev. Antonio Ferreira Fiandor, of Porto, 
who becomes the first bishop to be fully consecrated in the Igreja Lusitana in 
Portugal. 


In a service in historic St. Paul Church in Lisbon on June 22, Bishop Plinio 
Lauer Simoes, bishop of the Southeast of Brazil, conducted the service of worship, 
consecration and communion. He was assisted by Bishop Norman B, Nash of Massa-— 
chusetts, in charge of work in Europe related to the Protestant Episcopal Church 


' of the United States, and Bishop Jaime McCann of Meath, of the Episcopal Church 


of Ireland. 
Bishop Fiandor has been pastor of the Church of St. John in Porto since 1923. 


With a bishop who has full powers to ordain pastors and confirm communicants, 


' the Igreja Lusitana in Portugal becomes an autonomous body. B.P.S., Geneva 
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Wec Central Committee Meets August 21-29 in Denmark 


(Geneva) - The 90-member Central Committee of the World Council of Churches will 
hold its annual meeting at Nyborg, Denmark, from August 21 to 29. 


During its session, the policy-making body of the council will discuss the 
results of conversations in Utrecht, the Netherlands, on August 7 to 9 between 
representatives of the WCC and the Moscow Patriarchate. The conversations are 
described as "a first exploratory consultation to exchange information". 


Other important items on the agenda of the Central Committee include reports 
on two developing major studies being conducted by the World Council on "Chris- 
tians and the Prevention of War in an Atomic Age", presented by Professor C.F. 
von Weizsacker of Germany and Dr. C.L. Patijn, member of parliament in the Neth- 
erlands, and "Our Common Christian Responsibility Toward Areas of Rapid Social 
Change", introduced by Dr. E. de Vries of the Netherlands. 


A plan for a study on religious liberty "in Roman Catholic and other coun- 
tries", authorised by the Central Committee last year, will also be presented. 
This will be introduced by an address on the theological basis of religious li- 
berty to be given by Professor N.H. Sée, professor of Christian Ethics, Copen- 
hagen. 


The Central Committee is also expected to give final approval to the post-— 
ponement of the next Assembly of the World Council until Christmas, 1961, and 
make decisions regarding an Assembly theme and titles of the working groups. Also 
under discussion will be the plan of integration of the World Council and the 
International Missionary Council. Final action on the integration of the two 
bodies is scheduled to be taken at the WCC's Assembly. E.P.S., Geneva 


Asians Study Industrial Evanzelism 


(Manila) - Forty-five Asian church representatives, appointed by Christian councils 
in thirteen countries, met in Manila from June 2-15 to share their experiences in 
presenting the Gospel among the workers in Asia's rapidly expanding industrial- 
ised communities. 


They reported on “an almost explosive growth of cities, of an industrial 
proletariat, and of vast communities of rootless and lonely people drawn out of 
their rural societies into urban squalor". Also under discussion was the failure 
of the churches - from Indonesia to Pakistan — to respond adequately to this prob- 
jem. The churchmen reported that it was almost taken for granted that "workers" 
were people not found in their congregations. 


But the conference delegates, forty per cent of them laymen from Japan, the 
Philippines, India, Burma, Indonesia and other countries, also reported on experi- 
ments being carried out in presenting the Gospel in new, and sometimes effective 
ways, in industrialised urban communities.: 


The conference report pointed out that: "The old idea that Asia is rural 
and a supplier of raw material to the technologically developed West is rapidly 
changing, The opportunity provided by the emancipation of Asian countries from 
colonialism and the strains of a growing population ... has made the processes of 
urbanisation and industrialisation more rapid in Asia than in other areas of the 


. world. As in Western countries, industrialisation has contributed immensely to 


the raising of the level of living in Asia. But we cannot consider it an unmeri- 
ted blessing since it has given rise to a number of social problems which chal- 
lenge, if they do not deny, the message of the Gospel." 


The report calls upon the Church "to change its outlook and approach as ra- 
pidly as the system itself is changing, and to re-orient its programme accordingly", 
and made specific suggestions concerning the training of ministers, the strength- 
ening of lay witness, and she whole work of the Church, 
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This first Asian Conference on Industrial Evangelism was organised by a com- 
mittee headed by President Benjamin I. Guansing of Union Theological Seminary, 
Manila; the Rev. Henry D. Jones, fraternal worker in the field of industrial 
evangelism in Japan, was secretary. It was held under the auspices of the East 
Asia Christian Conference. The EACC was asked to take responsibility for the 
on-going concerns of the meeting. E.P.S., Geneva 


Austrian Socialists Not Opposed to Religion 


‘ (Vienna) - The new programme of the Austrian Socialist Party, dealing with the 


relationship between socialism and religion, has just been published, stating 
that “socialism and religion are not opposed. A religious person can at the 
same time be a socialist". 


The document also recognises the necessity for the churches to undertake 
social reforms, pointing out that Christianity is a religion which preaches love 
of one's neighbour. 


"There can be no conflicts between socialism, based on moral conviction," 
the document says, "and the religious groups, as long as the latter do not use 
power either to enforce confessional demands or in the struggle with other ideo- 
logies". 


The document also says that for minority churches, especially the Protestant 
churches, it is important that "equality of status for all confessions be recog= 
nised as a basic principle in the life of the state". 


The draft of the programme, which was published last November (see EPS No.2), 
rejected socialism as an ideology. This view is not emphasised in the final 
version, but the document does state that socialism is a movement "which by no 
means demands rigid uniformity of ideas", 


Commenting on the document, the Austrian Protestant publication, "Amt und 
Gemeinde", says that the new party programme allows the Church necessary scope 
within the life of the state and gives individual Christian leaders the opportu- 
nity to work within the socialist party as active Christians. But, the paper 


adds, this assumes that Christians will be on their guard when cooperating with 


other trends of thought. It remains to be seen how the new relationship between 
Socialism and the Church will work in practice, the publication says. 
E.P.S., Geneva 


ei 
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‘Church of the Brethren to Ordain Women 


(Des Moines, Iowa) - The Church of the Brethren approved the ordination of women 
as ministers during its 250th anniversary meeting in Des Moines, Iowa. Until 
now the women have been licensed to preach but have not had the right to ordina- 
tion. 


In other action the church set up a "Peace ilission to Government" to "witness 
to our basic concerns on peace and brotherhood to governmental leaders who carry 
strategic responsibilities for the foreign policy of the United States and for 
the peace of the world", Under the plan, four to six designated "missioners" 
will seek interviews with government officials and discuss such topics as dis- 
armament, peaceful use of atomic energy, strengthening the United Nations and 
sharing world resources. 


The conference set a goal of $2,600,000 for an enlarged programme of the 
church during the next year, a 50 per cent increase over last year's goal. 
E.P.S., Geneva 
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YMCA Caribbean Committee Set Up 


(Montego Bay, Jamaica) - Forty-four persons from eleven countries or territories 
took part in a consultation of YMCA leaders from the Caribbean area, held in 
Montego Bay, Jamaica, on June 13-19, and set up a Caribbean Area Service Committee 
to coordinate the efforts of scattered YMCAs in the region, 


YMCA leaders pointed out that the committee was necessary to strengthen each 
association, to cooperate in training leaders, to establish new associations, with 
the backing of all YMCAs in the area, and to hold regional conferences to consider 
common problems and needs. 


Speaking on major social, economic and cultural developments in the area, 
Dr. Michael G. Smith of the University College of the West Indies, said: "The 
British Caribbean future is a test case for the Western world. Here is an under- 
developed, multi-racial community which for centuries has been under Western tu- 
telage. Now for the first time these societies have been set free to pursue 
their own integration and development in their own ways. If they are to succeed, 
their people will have to make special efforts, and so, too, will their overseas 
friends." 


The consultation was the third YMCA gathering in the Caribbean area, but the 
first conference since 1949. Present were members of both Roman Catholic and 
Protestant churches. (In Mexico, Venezuela and Puerto Rico a large portion of 
the YMCA constituency is of Roman Catholic tradition.) Delegates came from 
Aruba, Bahamas, Barbados, British Guiana, Venezuela, Grenada, Jamaica, Mexico, 
the United States, Puerto Rico and Trinidad. Also present were representatives 
of the South American Federation of YilCAs, the National Councils of YMCAs of 
England and Scotland, the International Committee of YMCAs of the United States 
and Canada and the World Alliance of YMCAs. 


Mr. Donald Fitz-Ritson of Kingston, Jamaica, a leading Methodist layman and 
consultation chairman, was named chairman of the new service committee. Repre= 
sentatives will be appointed from five groupings of YMCAs within the area: the 
Federation of the West Indies, Venezuela, Mexico, Aruba and the United States. 

B.P.o., Geneva 


Hungary's Bishop Ordass Removed from Office 


(Geneva) - Reports that Bishop Lajos Ordass has been forced to retire from his 
post as head of the Southern Diocese of the Hungarian Lutheran Church have been 
confirmed by the Budapest lutheran Church paper "Evangelikus Elet". 


The bishop now occupies no official position in the church life of his coun- 
try, though it is assumed in Lutheran World Federation circles that his status as 
bishop is not impaired by his being forced to live in retirement. The "Evangeli- 
kus Elet" reports refer to him as "retired bishop". 


The decision to remove Bishop Ordass was taken at a meeting of the Council 
of the Southern Diocese on June 24 in the presence of President Janos Horvath of 
the state Department of Church Affairs. It was announced by the council that 
the Hungarian government did not recognise the resignation of former bishop Laszlo 
Deszery in October 1956 as legal (see EPS No. 25), and that he was therefore le- 
gitimately still bishop. 


The council then thanked Bishop Ordass for the work he had done and asked 
him to hand over his position to Laszlo Deszery, an offer which was refused in a 
long speech made by Dr. Deszery which was not reported in detail. The council 
asked the state to recognise Dr. Deszery's retirement, and he was provisionally 
replaced by Emil Koren, lutheran Dean of Budapest. 


Pre 
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President Horvath also informed the council that Lajos Grenak, state-appoin- 
ted Commissioner for the Southern Diocese, had vacated his office and that state 
subsidies withheld since the beginning of 1958 would now be paid, including arrears 
from February 1. Mr. Grenak was appointed in late 1957. 


In a statement on the removal of Bishop Ordass from office, Dr. Franklin 
Clark Fry, lutheran World Federation president, and Dr. Carl E. Lund-Quist, LVF 
executive secretary, said they regarded the step as the culmination of a chain 
of events influenced for several months by pressure from the Hungarian government. 
The LWF officers deplored the fact that Bishop Ordass had been deposed, but added 
that "the esteem in which this stalwart and truly Christian figure is held all 
over the world is undiminished; indeed our admiration for the constancy of his 
spirit grows and grows". 


"Bishop Ordass' status as first vice-president of the LVF is in no way af- 
fected by this development, of course, and remains unchanged," said Dr. Lund- 
Quist when informed of Bishop Ordass' removal. He revealed that since November 
1957 the IWF had received no direct official information about developments in 
the Iutheran Church of Hungary. 


Bishop Ordass was deposed in 1948 on false charges of illegal currency trans- 
actions. Released before his prison sentence expired, he was rehabilitated in 
August 1956 after discussions between the Lutheran World Federation and the Hun- 
garian government. A few weeks later he was reinstated, following the resig- 
nation of Bishop Deszery. E.P.S., Geneva 


US- Council Secretaries Consider Faith and Order 


“(Lake Geneva, Wisconsin) ~ Faith and Order participation was the principal con- 
cern of the 200 executives of local, state, national and intermational church 
councils who attended the annual meeting of the Association of Council Secretaries, 
held at Lake Geneva, Wisconsin, on June 15-21. 


A daily seminar dealt with aspects of "The Challenge of Faith and Order to 
American Christianity", and was led by Dr. Nils Ehrenstrém of Boston University 
School of Theology, and a former staff member of the Division of Studies of the 
World Council of Churches. 


Dr. Franklin Clark Fry, chairman of the WCC's Central Committee, discussed 
problems and issues before the World Council, emphasising that the council is 
"not a dilution into a solution" but a free association of churches “who accept our 
lord Jesus Christ as God and Saviour". The World Council is “used by the churches; 
it does not use the churches", he said. 


In a speech dealing with the present and future of the ecumenical movement 
in the United States, Dr. Roy G. Ross, general secretary of the National Council 
of the Churches of Christ in the USA, cited the growth of state and city councils. 
"During the past ten years we have seen an amazing expansion of such councils to 
almost a thousand in number," he said. 


Dr. Ross predicted an increase in the tempo of negotiations for church union, 
an emphasis on “the theological assumptions" underlying council activities, a 
clearer understanding of the place of councils in the Church following a study 
of "the ecclesiological significance of councils of churches", more local coopera- 
tion and better coordination of activities of councils at various levels. 


Dr. Roswell P. Barnes, executive secretary of the US Conference for the 
World Council of Churches, spoke to the group on "Relations with Other Christian 
Groups" . E.P.S., Geneva 


No. 26 - July 4th, 1958 -7- 201 


YMCA Information Service for South America 


(Montevideo) - The Young Men's Christian Association of South America has been 

publishing an ecumenical information service in Spanish since last April. En- 
titled "News of the Christian World", it is edited by Augusto Fernandez Arlt of 
Montevideo, Uruguay, and appears every two months. 


The South American YMCAs hope that the new publication will meet the desire 
of the Spanish-speaking Christians for "full and reliable information about the 
ecumenical world". B.P.S., Geneva 


Women Admitted as Elders in the Netherlands Reformed Church 


(Driebergen) - The General Synod of the Netherlands Reformed Church (Hervormde 
Kerk), meeting at Driebergen on June 23, decided by 27 votes to 24 that women 
members of the church should be eligible for election as elders and deacons. 

With the same proportion of votes the synod passed a statement admitting women 
also to the ministry "in certain cases and for certain tasks". A “woman preacher" 
must, however, leave the ministry if she marries. 


The discussion at Driebergen showed marked difference of opinion about the 
role of women in the Church in the Netherlands. Most of the speakers at the 
synod advocated active cooperation of women in the Church's life, but others con- 
sidered that the participation of women in the work of the Church would weaken 
the ministry. E.P.S., Geneva 


In Brief 


A group of "Friends of the World Council of Churches" has been set up in 
Argentina with Methodist Bishop Sante Uberto Barbieri as president. Bishop 
Barbieri is a president of the World Council. At the same time, an inter-church 
aid and service to refugees committee was formed, with seven church groups coop- 
erating in it. Bishop Barbieri is also heading this group. 


ups 


Reporting on recent developments in Kenya, the "British YMCA Review' says 
that by the end of 1957 fourteen YMCAs had been established in 27 Kikuyu villages 
with an estimated enrolment of more than a thousand youths. In the past ten 
years, two YMCA buildings have been constructed in Nairobi, both having hostel 
accommodation. 


* 


The American Baptist Convention has voted to establish the denomination's 
permanent national headquarters in Valley Forge, Pennsylvania. The town near 
Philadelphia was chosen after delegates had turned down suggestions to make either 
New York or Chicago the headquarters. 


Codi 


Dr. Madeleine Barot of the World Council of Churches will speak on "The 
Role of the Laity in the Church Today" during special meetings held on July 23-25 
at SAFFA, the national women's exhibition going on in Zurich,Switzerland, this 
summer. Speeches will be given by representatives of Roman Catholic, Old Catho- 


' lic and Protestant churches. The confessional meetings will close with a Roman 


Catholic Mass, followed by an ecumenical service. 
* * 
Dr. Martin Niemdller, leading German clergyman, is visiting the United States 


this month. He will lecture and preach in Philadelphia, at Princeton University, 
at Union Theological Seminary in New York and in Baltimore. 


a ee 
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The Sealantic Fund has granted $500,000 to the American Association of Theo- 
logical Schools Fund to provide 45 annual fellowships during the next five years 
for study toward a doctor's degree by men and women preparing to teach in semi- 
naries. The grant was called "an action of immense significance to the future 
of the Protestant ministry in North America" by Dr. Nathan M, Pusey, president 
of Harvard University and of the Schools Fund. 


* * 


For the first time a Protestant theologian has been appointed dean of Vienna 
University. He is Dr. Erwin Schneider, professor of Systematic Theology at the 
Faculty of Protestant Theology, who will be dean for the academic year 1958-59. 


* % 


The 2,500 pastors and laymen attending the convention of the Evangelical 
Iutheran Church (ELC) meeting in Minneapolis, Minnesota, went on record as dis-— 
approving the proposed name of American Lutheran Church for the new Lutheran body 
that will be formed in 1960 with the merger of the ELC with two other groups. 

The representatives of the million-member ELC said that the new church should be 
Called the United Evangelical Lutheran Church, the name of the smallest (62,000 
members) of the three merging groups. The third is the American Lutheran Church 
with 957,000 members. 


x 


Dr. Ray E. Phillips, a social service worker in South Africa since 1918, has 
been elected moderator of the General Council of the Congregational Christian 
Churches at a meeting in Boston, Massachusetts. He is the first missionary to 
be named to his church's highest elective post. 


x * 


Theme of the 1959 German Kirchentag, scheduled to be held in Munich next 
summer, will be "You Are My People", according to Dr. Reinold von Thadden-Trieglaff, 
Kirchentag president. . 


k * 


Growth of the Seventh-Day Adventist Church has been reported to the denomi- 
nation's world conference, meeting in Cleveland, Ohio. Membership in the Adven- 
tist church in Southern Africa has grow from 78,200 to 165,900 in the last four 
years. At the same time it was reported that membership in South America has 
more than doubled since 1947. It now stands at 91,622 members. 


Kat bom 


A committee for an Intemational Meeting of Christians for world Peace, head- 
ed by the Rev. Toyohiko Kagawa, well-known Japanese Christian leader, has announ- 
ced plans for a conference in Tokyo in August. ‘The meeting will discuss what 
Christians can do toward banning the use of nuclear weapons and the need for help 
for atomic victims in Hiroshima and Nagasaki. 


cae as 


Dr. Robert Paul, associate director, left the Ecumenical Institute of the 
World Council of Churches, near Geneva, Switzerland, this week, after four years 
on the staff. He will become professor at Hartford Theological Seminary in Hart- 
ford, Connecticut, USA, in the autum. 


* % 


The Basel Mission is planning to open a new mission station in the Mandara 
mountains in the North Cameroons. The missions of the American Church of the 
Brethren and the Sudan United Mission have welcomed the plans of the Bagel Mission. 

_ The local government authorities agreed to the opening of the mission station, as 
_ long as its activities are mainly devoted to education and medical work. 


4 
4 


" E.P.S., Geneva 
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Reviews 


Intemational Review of Missions 


The July issue of the "International Review of Missions", publication of the 
International Missionary Council, continues the emphasis on Africa that has fol- 
lowed the January meetings in Ghana and Nigeria. L.B. Greaves reports on the 
All-Africa Church Conference which was held in Ibadan, Nigeria. J.H. Nketia of 
the University College of Ghana discusses "The Contribution of African Culture 
to Christian Worship", and Miss Betty Hares writes about "Men and Women in Africa 
Today". 


Other articles in the quarterly publication include "Christian Responsibility 
in the Population Problem" by Dr. John B. Wyon; "The Legions of the Ignorant" by 
the Rev. H.D. Northfield; and "The Missionary Appeal Today" by the Rev. Douglas 
Webster, which discusses the urgency of the Christian mission among millions of 


non-Christians. The Rev. Edward Rogers reviews the Anglican report, "The Family 


in Contemporary Society", which is to be submitted to the Lambeth Conference. 
The issue also includes "Training for the Ministry in Africa and Asia" by the 
Rev. A.H. Dammers. E.P.S., Geneva 


oe 


The KHcoumenical Review 


Articles in the July "Ecumenical Review', World Council of Churches’ quar- 
terly, include "The Super-Church and the Ecumenical Movement" by the WCC's gene— 
ral secretary, W.A. Visser 't Hooft, "Changes in Protestant Thinking about the 
Eastern Church" by Edmund Schlink of Heidelberg, and "Baptists and the Ecumenical 
Movement" by J.D. Hughey, Jr., of the Baptist Theological Seminary of Ruschlikon, 
Zurich. John W. Harms writes as a participant in a scheme in which "The Churches 
Plan Their Future in Metropolitan Chicago". The international "Concert of Prayer 
for Missions" in the early 19th century is described by R. Pierce Beaver. Baron 
Frederik M. van Asbeck of the Netherlands puts forward "Considerations on the Need 
for International Representative Institutions". 


The Ecumenical Chronicle includes the full text of Bishop Otto Dibelius' re- 
port to the synod of the Evangelical Church in Germany in which he discusses 
church-state tensions over youth and army chaplaincies. A report on the Moscow 
celebrations of the fortieth anniversary of the restoration of the Moscow Patriar- 
chate of the Russian Orthodox Church and a book review of publications containing 
the speeches of Russian Orthodox leaders in the USSR provide background for the 
meeting soon to be held between the Moscow Church and the WCC. 


The World Council Diary and other book reviews complete the issue. 
sett E.P.S., Geneva 


The Student World 


"Christianity and Secular Ideologies" is the theme of the recent issue of 
"The Student World", magazine of the World's Student Christian Federation. This 
is the first of two numbers on "Christianity and the Faiths of Modern Man"; the 
second, to be published later in the year, will be on "Christianity and Ancient 
Religions", 


The articles deal primarily with two ideologies - Marxism and existentialism. 


Professor Nicola Abbagnano of Italy deals with the question "Is Existentialism a 


Faith?" , and Professor liichel Philibert of France discusses "Existentialism and 
Marxism". There are also articles on "The Ambiguities of Marxist Doctrine", and 
"Marxism: An Ideology or a Political Tool?" The encounter between Christianity 
and Communism as it occurs in Japan and Eastern Germany is described by two people 
who are much involved in it. The book review section contains "Some Bibliographi- 
cal Notes on Living Ideologies", and a review article on some recent books on 
Christian art. Valdo Galland, WSCF associate: general secretary, gives "Impres- 
sions of a Tour in Southeast Asia", and Mauricio Lopez, WSCF secretary, “A General 


View of the Latin American Situation", E.P.S., Geneva 
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Lambeth Conference Opens 


(Canterbury) - The Archbishop of Canterbury, Dr. Geoffrey Fisher, opened the 
ninth Lambeth Conference on July 3 with a sermon in Canterbury Cathedral, heard 
by more than 400 bishops of the Anglican Communion and representatives of the 
Eastern Orthodox Church, the Armenian Church, the Old Catholic and Lutheran Com~ 
munions, the Church of Scotland and the Free Churches from the United Kingdom. 


Tracing the history of the Lambeth Conferences (see EPS No. 25), the Arch- 
bishop said that "here in the Church of England and throughout the Anglican Com~ 
munion we are learning, though still imperfectly, to bring together into a truer 
and more trustful unity the several strands of our Anglican inheritance ... It 
is a reconciling task for which, as we believe, Christ has specially equipped us 
by the experiences of our spiritual and temporal history." 


But, Dr. Fisher said, the work of reconciliation cannot be done alone. 
"A spirit which was hardly visible in 1867 (when the first Lambeth Conference was 
held) is now visibly at work and bearing fruit everywhere in Christendom ... 
The spirit of reconciliation in Christ is the spirit of the ecumenical movement 
... The whole Catholic Church knows that Christ is calling it to the joys and 
hazards of a reconciliation and reunion still beyond our reach but no longer be- 
yond our confident endeavour." 


This year's conference, the archbishop said, "will give some attention to 
those factors, cultural, racial and national, which by their strains and stresses 
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put peace to flight and turn men to hurt and devour each other; and we shall 
consider also those varied modern conditions which are threatening the whole- 
someness and indeed the stable existence of the family and of the home". 


"IT hope that all our work in this conference will be dominated by the sense 
of the mission which Our Lord lays upon His Church to be the instrument of re- 
conciliation," he said. "This distracted world needs, desperately needs, to 
discover how and at what price friendship, harmony, peace among men can be had. 
To tell the world the answer and to live the answer among all people is the most 
urgent service demanded of the Church." 


The Anglican bishops will meet in private sessions until the closing ser- 
vice on August 10 in Westminster Abbey. B.P.S., Geneva 


Swedish Break Predicted If Women Are Ordained 


(Sigtuna) - If women are accepted for ordination in the Church of Sweden, a 
"confessional front" opposing the move will probably be set up within the nati- 
onal Lutheran Church, according to a report in "Church News", issued in Sigtuna 
by the Northern Ecumenical Council. 


The Rev. Gunnar Rosendal, a "high church" vicar at Osby and leader of the 
movement, says that bishops who agree to ordain women will lose the confidence 
of many groups within the church. He says it "must be expected that a con- 
fessional front will be established in the church with members who are bound to 
refuse collaboration with bishops, clergymen, deacons and laymen who accept 
women pastors". 


Recognising that the move will cause a break in the Swedish Church, Mr. 
Rosendal says it will be "a sound break because it will be an expression of the 
inner rupture and the schism resulting from the ordination of women pastors". 


The Church Convocation is scheduled to take action on the question of women 
in the ministry at its meeting in the autumn. E.P.S., Geneva 


Danish Bishops Support Ordass 


(Copenhagen) - Bishops of the Church of Denmark have backed a statement made by 
Bishop Hans Fuglsang-Damgaard supporting deposed Hungarian Bishop Lajos Ordass 
(see EPS No. 26). 


Bishop Fuglsang-Damgaard, preaching on July 6 in the cathedral of Copen- 
hagen at the installation of Bishop K.C. Holm as new head of the diocese of 
Fyn, said that "Bishop Ordass, our brother in Christ, has refused to budge an 
inch from what to him is truth and right. He stands alone. But he is not 
alone because fraternal hands will rise in the world and help to transform sor- 
row and wrath into intercession and help." 


Following the service attended by all the Danish bishops, they expressed 
"full agreenent" with the bishop's statement. 


Bishop Ordass was forced to retire as head of the Southern Diocese of the 
Hungarian Lutheran Church on June 24. E.P.S., Geneva 
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Greek Orthodox in USA Report Progress 


(Salt Lake City, Utah) - ‘All departments and phases of Greek Orthodox life in 
America show progress," Archbishop Michael of New York, head of the Greek Or- 
thodox Archdiocese of North and South America, reported at the church's four- 
teenth biennal congress this month in Salt Lake City, Utah. 


In his annual report, Archbishop Michael, who is one of the presidents of 
the World Council of Churches, reported to the 2,000 clergy and lay delegates 
that the church's 1958 budget has been increased 20 per cent over last year's; 
that the Holy Cross Orthodox |Theological School in Brookline, Massachusetts, is 
now granting Bachelor of Arts, Bachelor of Divinity and liaster of Sacred Theo- 
logy degrees; a home for orphaned boys will soon be set up by the church; and 
a home for the aged has been cpened at Riverdale, New York, while other homes 
are planned for Chicago and Pittsburgh. 


A message to the congress from the Ecumenical Patriarch in Istanbul noted 
that there have been discussions about whether or not the Greek language should 
be emphasised with Greek youth, and said: "Our ancestors devoutly and under 
the most difficult circumstances preserved our greatest traditions; our Ortho- 
doxy and the sacred language of our Scriptures, which constitute the basis and 
the foundation of our faith. To perpetuate these traditions successfully the 
attention of all of us must be turned towards our younger generation with es- 
pecially kind attention, affection and magnanimity. For this no sacrifice is 
too great." 


Archbishop Michael reported that attempts were being made to further the 
use of Greek in public schools and colleges. E.P.S., Geneva 


Conference Considers Evangelism in Industry and the City 


(Geneva) - Participants from 25 countries spent two weeks in June discussing 
evangelism and church life in the city and industry, at the World Council of 
Churches! Ecumenical Institute near Geneva, Switzerland. 


One of a series of meetings on evangelism problems held this year at the 
institute, the conference considered four basic questions: the problem of iden- 
tifying the Church with the world; the relation of pastoral and lay ministries; 
the relation of the ministry to industry; and necessary changes in congregations 
in urban and industrial areas. 


Father St. J.B. Groser of the Royal Foundation of St. Katharine in London 
called for a “radical identification" by Christians with the life of groups 
in society which do not trust the Church. 


The Rev. Gordon Crosby, minister of the Church of the Saviour in Washington 
D.C., told the conference that he believed that there was no real difference 
between the ministry of a pastor or priest and the ministry of a layman in his 
secular vocation. The idea, hotly debated by the conference, was discussed by 
a study group which suggested that there should be specific recognition by the 
Church of lay ministries which would be parallel to the ordination of pastors 
or priests. 


The structure of the congregation must change, the churchmen were told by 
Dr. Harald Poelchau, an industrial pastor in Berlin, if it is to be relevant to 
the industrial worker. Citing the many "comnunities'of the modern worker - 
family, trade union, shop floor, sports group and possibly the church - Dr. 
Poelchau called for a ministry to the groups which naturally occur in industry, 
without an immediate attempt to relate them to a congregation. 


No. 27 — July llth, 1958 -4- 206 


The conference's study was based on speeches by Dr. Robert S. Bilheimer, 
director of the WCC's Division of Studies, Mr. Klaus von Bismarck, industrial 
secretary of the Evangelical Church of Westphalia (Germany), the Rev. Paul 
Abrecht of the WCC's Department on Church and Society, and Mr. Griffiths Malaba, 
headmaster of the Secondary School of Tegwani Training Institute in Souther 
Rhodesia. -E.P.S., Geneva 


1,000 Youth Taking Part in 1958 Work Camps 


(Geneva) - A thousand youth from around the world are taking part in 40 ecum@- 
ical work camps in 25 countries this summer, doing everything from building 
huts for youth activities of the Chinese YMCA in Singapore to digging pipelines 
in Greece. The camps are sponsored by the Youth Department of the World Coun- 
cil of Churches. 


On June 27 the summer's first European work camp got under way in Lévanger, 
Sweden, with campers restoring an abandoned ‘'church-town" for use as an ecumen- 
ical centre for retreats, youth camps and conferences. Around the church in 
the village of Lovanger, as in many towns in northern Sweden, there are about 
200 small wooden huts which in former days were used by the parishioners when 
they came from long distances to spend the weekends near their church. Today, 
when most of the people have cars, the huts are unused and in need of repair. 
The 25 campers are doing carpentry, painting, landscaping and roofing. 


Other projects this year include the first ecumenical work camp in Madagas- 
car, at Vakin' Ankaratra, where during August campers will help build a country 
school described as “indispensable to the work of the local parish". Campers 
in Jordan will help build a lioravian Mission leper colony in Ramallah; ina 
South London industrial mission they will work on a parish hall and club house; 
in an industrial section of Porto, Portugal, they will remodel a church and pro- 
vide facilities for a primary day school; build a chapel for a united Protes- 
tant programme in the village of Los Indios, Puerto Rico; finish constructing 
a youth centre in Morija, Basutoland; build a playground in Hong Kong. Six 
camps are scheduled in the United States. 


Other projects are scheduled for Belgium, Denmark, Germany, Finland, France, 
the Netherlands, Norway, Austria, Switzerland, Korea, Belgian Congo and the 
Union of South Africa. 


One camp was held this spring in the Philippines, where 23 campers from the 
United States, Japan, Malaya, Indonesia and the Philippines helped clear the 
site for a new transmitter for DYSR, radio station of the Philippine Federation 
of Christian Churches. Other projects included building a road connecting the 
transmitter buildings to the sea, roofing one of the buildings and hauling se- 
veral hundred cubic feet of sand for the main building of the station. 

E.P.S., Geneva 


Netherlands Reformed Church Extends Mission Work 


(Driebergen) - The General Synod of the Netherlands Reformed Church has decided 
to extend its missionary work in Africa, mainly in predominantly Moslem areas. 


The decision, made at the synod's annual summer conference, held in Drie- 
bergen, is described as an innovation for the Dutch churches because until now 
Dutch mission work has been largely restricted to areas politically linked with 
the Netherlands. 


- 
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The synod had before it a statement from the Dutch Ecumenical Council on 
relations between Dutch churches. The memorandum warns against "false ecumeni- 
city" and an unwillingness to face basic questions. Christians in the Nether- 
lands, the document said, should not be content as long as the "Gereformeerde" 
churches, which do not cooperate in the Dutch Ecumenical Council, do not take 
part in ecumenical discussions. 


Churches were advised to make “very wise" use of the new ruling admitting 
women as elders and deacons (see EPS No. 26) 3 to be cautious when difficulties 
arose and not to make the situation difficult for the new elders or deacons when 
they began their work. BE.P.S., Geneva 


Reformed Churches in Netherlands Favour Ecumenical Contacts 


Only 29 out of 550 of the "Gereformeerde" churches in the Netherlands, a 
group that has not officially taken part in the ecumenical movement, disapprove 
of ecumenicity, according to a recent survey by an association to promote under- 
standing between Reformed churches in the Netherlands. 


Letters went to all the 800 Christian Reformed churches (Gereformeerde Ker- 
ken) in the country, asking about their contacts with one another and ways in 
which they cooperate in evangelism and mission. Of the 350 replies, only 29 
churches said they disapproved of the ecumenical movement. 


Several Dutch church newspapers have commented that evidently most of the 
Gereformeerde churches are not as strongly opposed to ecumenical ideas as has 
been supposed. H.P.S., Geneva 


Fifteen Years Without a Pastor 


(Platicovo) - After fifteen years a Reformed pastor has conducted a service for 
the thirty-member congregation at Platicovo, Yugoslavia. Couples who had not 

been married in church and children who had not been baptised were present for 

the service. 


Reports from the minority church in Yugoslavia describe the difficulty of 
giving spiritual care to all congregations and say that hundreds of Reformed 
Christians have had no pastor of their own for years. Instead, many of them 
attend services of other confessions. In Sremska Mitrovica, Reformed church 
members are the guests of the Adventists each Sunday. In other places services 
are read on Sundays but no formal services are held because a suitable room is 
not available. The problem was solved in the village of Srbobran recently 
when the Serbian Orthodox congregation lent their parish room to the Reformed — 
members. A new congregation at Osijek has a new church building, paid for 
from the sale of handwork of the church women. E.P.S., Geneva 


Yugoslav Church Asks for Contacts Abroad 


(Feketitsch) - The Synodal Council of the Reformed Church in Yugoslavia has . : 
asked the State Department for Religious Affairs to allow Yugoslav students to 
go abroad to study and to admit pastors from other countries to work in the 
church in Yugoslavia. 


In a second reauest, the council asked the state to consider the possibili- 
ty of holding diaspora services in private houses, to release financially poor 
‘congregations from waking back payments of social insurance and to reduce the 
normal contributions. 


At the same time, the council asked the state department to receive a church 
delegation to discuss the petition. E.P.S., Geneva 


a 
i 
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WSCF Plans First Conference in West Africa 


(Geneva) - For the first time, the World's Student Christian Federation is set-— 
ting up a course for student leaders in West Africa, as a result of recommenda- 
tions made by the All-Africa Conference at Ibadan, Nigeria, last January. Dates 
for the sessions, to be held at the Presbyterian College at Aburi, near Accra, 
Ghana, are August 25 to September 4. 


To contribute to the life of the Church in West Africa, the conference aims 
at defining the nature of Christian witness there today; at working in deeper 
unity with universities, high, schools and colleges; and at training student 
leaders. | E.P.S., Geneva 


in Brief 


French Pastor Etienne Mathiot, freed last month after serving part of a 
sentence for aiding an agent of the Algerian rebel National Liberation Front, is 
now pastor of a Lutheran church near Paris (see EPS Nos. 10, 11 and 24). 


* % 
The next Kirchentag in the Netherlands will be held in 1960. A prepara- 
tory meeting will be held this autumn to discuss "different aspects of the Chris- 


tian life in response to God's Word as it relates to our fellow men and women, 
the world around us, and ourselves". 


x * 
His Beatitude Vikentije Prodanovic, 68, Patriarch of the Serbian Orthodox 


Church, died in Belgrade, Yugoslavia, on duly 5% He was elected head of the 
Orthodox communion of Serbia, which has eight million members, in 1950. 


* * 


lliss Nina Borelli has been appointed to succeed the Rev. Edward H. Patey as 
secretary of the Youth Department of the British Council of Churches. Mr. 


Patey has been named resident Canon of Coventry Cathedral. Miss Borelli, a 
Methodist, has worked with the YWCA for sixteen years. 
* % 


American and European students will discuss "Europe and America, Partners 
Although Mutual Strangers" from July 12 to 19 at the church conference centre in 
the castle of Oud-Poelgeest at Oegstgeest, the Netherlands. 


* 


More than 20,000 persons attended a mass meeting in Wuppertal, Germany, last 
week, marking the 110th anniversary of the YMCA in Western Germany. There are 
more than 1,100 branches with about 87,000 members. In addition to the mass 
meeting on July 4, worshippers crovded twenty churches for Sunday services and 
1,500 young men attended a conference for YMCA leaders. 


9 


The Swedish Society of Friends (Quakers) has sent a petition to the Swedish 
government, urging the recognition of civilian "service for peace" as an alter- 
native to military service. 


x * 


Women theologians are now eligible for ordination in the Evangelical Church 
of the Palatinate (Germany), though a woman pastor must resign if she marries. 
The regional churches of Liibeck and Anhalt have also decided to admit women to 
the ministry, the first time that the ordination of women has been sanctioned by 
church law in the German regional churches. - 


ere 
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A delegation from the Old Catholic Church of Yugoslavia will visit Poland 
during 1959, the first visit from Yugoslav religious community leaders since 
the end of the war. Plans were discussed during a recent two-week visit to 
Yugoslavia by Bishop Julian Pekala of the Old Catholic Church in Poland. 


ie, 


Dr. Howard EH, Short, professor at the College of the Bible in Lexington, 
Kentucky, is the new editor of "The Christian Evangelist", weekly magazine of 
the Christian Churches (Disciples of Christ). He succeeds Dr. Lin D. Cartwright. 


Lah les 


Over 90 per cent of Australians say they are Christians, according to a 
survey by Sydney University. Of these, 41.9 said they were Anglicans, 24.3 per 
cent Roman Catholics, 12 per cent Methodists, 10.7 per cent Presbyterians, 1.5 
per cent Baptists, 1.5 per cent Iutherans. Congregationalists, Salvationists 
and other religious groups make up another 6 per cent. 


erste 


“United Presbyterian Women" has been formed with the merger of the women's 
groups of the Presbyterian Church in the USA and the United Presbyterian Church 
of North America. The two churches merged last month (see EPS No. 22). The 
5,000 delegates unanimously adopted a "Charter for Christian Action" which in- 
cluded a point urging the United States to "move as rapidly as possible’ to stop 
nuclear weapons testing and stockpiling, and calling on the federal government 
"to emphasise the controlled development of nuclear energy for peaceful and con- 
structive purposes". B.P.S., Geneva 


Document 


Message of a Christian Peace Conference Called Under the Auspices of the Ecumeni- 


cal Council of Churches in Czechoslovakia in June 


Jesus Christ deprived death of its power and brought life and immortality 
to light through the Gospel. Therefore all who wish to obey His commandment of 
love and truly belong to Him are called to serve with all their strength in order 
that all men, believers and unbelievers, may have life. 


This ancient mission of God's people stands all the more urgently before us 
when we reflect on the terrible possibilities of destruction - yes, the very an- 
nihilation of the entire human race - which have been opened up by nuclear wea- 
pons, by the entire technique of modern war. In this situation we must clearly 
see that war means death, while peace means life. To toy with the idea of atom- 
ic war and to prepare for it, therefore, is rebellion against God and a crime 
against the life of mankind for which Jesus Christ died and rose from the dead. 


Through Him the world is reconciled with God. Therefore we strive for the 
reconciliation of the nations with each other and towards a beginning in this 
direction on our own part, the Christians of all nations. 


Jesus Christ loved us and freed us from all fear. Let us therefore guard 


against fear which in itself gives rise to greater danger of war. 


We are able to become brothers for the sake of Jesus Christ. Let us, there- 
fore, help people and nations to rid themselves of mistrust, to have respect and 
understanding for one another and genuinely to behave in a brotherly way to one 
another. 
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In His name we may call in peace on the Lord our God. Let us therefore 


pray again and again for world peace, But let us never forget that we ourselves 
are put under obligation by this prayer not to pray for what we deny by our deeds. 


Jesus Christ has called us to be sober in judgment. Therefore let us not 
allow ourselves to be misled and deceived by underestimation and belittling of 
the atomic danger. Let us warn each other not to be guilty of indifference or 
even of furthering crime through our lack of vigilance. Let us not be misled 


by the false belief that it would be possible to solve the great problems of the 


world by force or oppression, or through the cold war. 


In view of the mortal danger threatening mankind today, let us stand out 
and ask our governments for the establishment of an atom-free zone in order to 
relax today's tension, for a ban on tests of atomic weapons, for the outlawing 
and destruction of atomic weapons, and for early meetings of statesmen at the 
highest level to solve world problems. 


All the peoples long for peace. 
Glory, honour and peace to every man that worketh good. (Romans 2: 10). 


Further messages were addressed to the governments of the United States 
and the United Kingdom and to the Russian government, Both ask for the aboli- 
tion of nuclear armament. In the letter to the USSR gratitude is expressed 
for its decision to stop nuclear tests. In the letter to the USA and the UK 
the hope is voiced that the governments will stop the tests. 


(See also EFS No. 23.) E.P.S., Geneva 
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Archbishop Michael, WCC President, Dies in New York 

(New York) - His Eminence Archbishop Michael, a president of the World Council 
of Churches since 1954, and head of the Greek Orthodox Church in North and South 
America, died on July 13 in Doctor's Hospital, New York City, of a heart attack 
following an operation. Funeral services for the 67~year~old churchuan were 
held in the Cathedral of the Holy Trinity in New York on July 17. 


He was elected archbishop of the Greek Orthodox Church of North and South 
America in 1949 and was the spiritual leader of a million Americans of Greek 
descent and of an estimated five million communicants of Eastern Orthodox Chur- 
ches in the Western Hemisphere. 


Archbishop Michael had served his church in various administrative capaci- 
ties. He was locum tenens of the Metropolitan District of Maronia, Western 
Thrace, Greece, from 1919 to 1923, and Chancellor of the Archdiocese of Athens 
and All Greece from 19235 to 1927. He was then transferred to London, where he 
was Dean of the Greek Cathedral of St. Sophia from 1927 to 1939. For the next 
ten years, before his election as archbishop, he held the rank of Metropolitan 
of the ancient Diocese of Corinth. Archbishop ifichael was born in 1891 in the 
province of Ilaronia of Western Thrace, Greece. 


At the second Assembly of the World Council of Churches in Evanston, I1li- 
nois, in 1954, Archbishop Michael was elected one of the council's seven presi-~ 
dents. 
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The presidents of the World Council of Churches are elected by the WCC's 
Assembly from various churches and countries to show the extent and variety of 
the council's constituency. Presidents who die during their term of office 
between assemblies have been replaced by action of the council's Central Com- 
mittee. E.P.8., Geneva 


Conversations Between Methodists and Anglicans Reported 


(Newcastle, England) - A "parallelism—within-unity" for the Methodist Church in 
Great Britain and the Church of England is suggested by an interim report on 


conversations between the two churches, made public last week at the annual Metho- 


dist Conference, meeting in Newcastle. 


Nothing short of organic union should be the final goal, the statement said, 
while recommending parallel entities. It was suggested that Methodists should 
incorporate the episcopacy into their church and that the ministries of both 
churches should be unified. But, the statement said, an earlier suggestion 
that leading Methodist ministers be consecrated as bishops and future Methodist 
ministers be ordained by bishops would not be acceptable to the Methodist Church. 
"The one fatal objection to church reunion would be any requirement of the re- 
ordination of its ministers which would in fact be a denial of Methodism's place 
in the Catholic Church,'' the report said. 


The interim statement has been referred to Methodists for their considera- 
tion and for the consideration of joint meetings of the two churches. 


The conversations have been going on during the last two years, at the re- 
quest of the Church of England and the Methodist Conference. Among those taking 
part were Dr. G.K.A. Bell, former Bishop of Chichester, and Professor Norman 
Sykes of Cambridge University, Anglican, and Dr. Harold Roberts, principal of 
Richmond College, and Dr. Gordon Rupp, Manchester University, Methodist. 


The commission points out that there has been "blindness and sin on both 
Sides" in the past, but says it believes that it has been “led by Providence" 
and has carried out its work with a deep underlying unity. 


Common grounds of agreement are reviewed and the statement says that "both 
churches accept and use the sacraments of baptism and Holy Communion as divinely 
appointed means of grace". 


Stress is put on the hallmarks of the Iethodist Church - the doctrines of 
Sanctification and assurance, the theology of the Wesleyan hyms, the place of 
laymen, the itinerant Methodist ministry. 


The report states that the episcopacy is of little value taken apart from 
the continuity of Scripture, the rule of faith and sacraments. "What we are in- 
viting llethodists to do is not to adopt a third or fourth century model of epis— 
copacy, any more than the eighteenth century English model, but to join ina 
search for what episcopacy might become for us and our children." 


The commission says that it agrees that the episcopacy of the future should 
be "constitutional" in the sense that provision should be made for cooperation 
of the laity, and the Church of England members say that "the exercise of the 
ministry of the Methodist Church has been manifestly owmed and used by God for 
-His glory in converting sinners and perfecting saints". 


In discussing the report, Dr. Roberts told the Methodist Conference that 
they must realise that full unity would not come simply by grafting episcopacy 
on to Methodism, Inter-communion, he added, must be a stage, but only a stage, 
toward realising the full union of the two churches. 
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Opponents of the statement said that to introduce episcopacy would alter 
the whole character of Iiethodism, and closer relations could only be acceptable 
to the llethodist Church if they were based on complete mutual regard for each 
other's systems. 


In other action, the conference named Dr. Eric W. Baker as next year's pre- 
sident. Professor C.A. Coulson of Oxford is vice-president. This year's offi- 
cers are Dr. Norman H. Snaith, principal of Wesley College, Headingley, Leeds, 
and Mr. J.iM. Gibbs of Penarth. 


In a speech to the conference, Mr. Gibbs said that in an age when the air 
was alive with speech and pictures, the Church was still tapping avay at a de- 
fective transmitter and being picked up fitfully, weakly and with distortion. 


"Is it unfair to say that if one were to set about to devise a collection 
of factors unhelpful to the spreading of the Gospel one could not assemble then 
more successfully than the Church seems to have done today?" he asked. Church 
going seems to have a social rather than a religious function, he said, being 
more concerned with keeping the family chapel open than with taking the Gospel 
to those outside. E.P.S., Geneva 


scottish Christians Urged to Understand Secular Life 


At. Andrews) - "The occupational disease of religious people is pharisaism - 
withdrawing from the world or superiority towards it," the Rev. Alan Booth, Lon- 
don secretary of the Commission of the Churches on International Affairs, toid 
the summer conference of the Scottish Churches! Ecumenical Association at St. 
Andrews, Scotland. "We must try to understand and respect the world that God 
so loved," he said. 


The meeting on "The Secular World and the Churches" heard two addresses 
describing the world of daily life in Scotland; the first from Miss Milly 
Docherty, who works in the telecommunications department of the Post Office, 
and the second from a worker in the dockyard at Rosyth, Mr. Jim Littlejohn. 


Miss Docherty said that with good prospects of promotion, good welfare ser- 
vices and a stable family life, civil servants could lead a wholesome, satis- 
fying life in which there seemed little need for religion or for spiritual or 
cultural values. Mr. Littlejohn described the frequent concern of the crafts— 
man in big industry to provide an education for his children that would free 
them from suffering under most people's prejudices against manual work and give 
them jobs that were not threatened by the possibility of recurring unemployment. 


In one of the series of addresses he delivered to the conference Mr. Booth 
declared that it was difficult for workers of all kinds today to find time to 
pray and that new ways of worship had to be found to meet the real needs of the 
modern world. He suggested that old and infirm people had a special task in 
setting aside more time to pray than others. 


The Rev. Colin Day, organising secretary of last year's successful "Kirk 
Week" in Aberdeen, said that spiritual revival was always present in the Church, 
but that although the Holy Spirit was "lashing dow on us like rain we all put 
our coats on in case we get wet". 


The conference, which was chaired by Mr. F.T. Connell, heard reports on the 
work of the British Council of Churches, the World Council of Churches and the 
Commission of the Churches on International Affairs, and made plans for further- 
ing local Christian cooperation in Scotland. K.P.S., Geneva 
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IMC Theological Fund Names Officials 


(New York) - No grants will be made by the new Theological Education Fund of 
the International Missionary Council during its first year of operation, accord 
ing to a decision of the intermational committee administering the fund. 


Dr. Charles W. Forman, associate professor of missions at Yale Divinity 
School, has been named associate director of the Theological Education Fund by 
the committee. Dr. Charles W. Ranson, former general secretary of the IMC, 
is the chief administrative officer of the fund. 


The Theological Education Fund was set up by the Ghana Assembly of the In- 
ternational Missionary Council in January in order to take advantage of a gift 
of $2,000,000 from John D. Rockefeller, Jr., matched by an equal sum from nine 
major U.S. mission boards. 


Beneficiaries of the fund are to be selected from strategically located 
seminaries for the training of the ministry in Asia, Africa and Latin America. 


Dr. Forman, a 41-year-old former missionary to India, will begin his work 
with the fund by taking an extensive trip to Africa later in the year for an 
on-the-spot survey of seminaries on that continent. 


Born in India of missionary parents, Dr. Forman taught at North India Unit-— 
ed Theological College, Sahranpur, Punjab, from 1945 to 1950. Dr. Forman has 
also worked with share-croppers in Mississippi, with refugees, and with young 
people in Cuba. He is an ordained Presbyterian minister with a Ph.D. in history. 


Dr. Forman's appointment was made at the recent meeting of the TEF comnittee 
in Montreal, Canada. 


The committee adopted a statement stressing the fact that "we must not pro— 
vide endowments or make others continually dependent on the essentially short- 
term help we can give". E.P.S., Geneva 


Anglicans, Orthodox Hold Informal Talks 


(London) ~ Representatives of the Ecumenical Patriarchate and of the Russian, 
Rumanian and Bulgarian churches took part this month in informal conversations 
with yaa ia bishops gathered in London for the Lambeth Conference (see EPS 
Ne. eT). 


After discussing ways to promote theological talks between the two churches, 
the representatives sent a report to the Lambeth Conference that said "relations 
between Orthodox and Anglican churches must continue to draw our attention", and 
suggested that theological talks between Orthodox and Anglican theologians, be- 
gun in 1931 and continued in 1935 and 1956 "be resumed in the near future". 

The Archbishop of York, the Most Rev. Michael Ramsay, was the chairman of the 
group. 


Orthodox representatives were officially received by the Lambeth Conference 
on Saturday, July 6, and the head of each delegation greeted the conference. 
E.P.S., Geneva 


IV_Interview Not Cause of Greek Absence from Lambeth 

( London) ~ Earlier reports that the withdrawal of delegates of the Church of 
Greece from the opening session of the Lambeth Conference of Anglican bishops 
was provoked by the Archbishop of Canterbury's statements about Archbishop 
Makarios of Cyprus (see EPS No. 26) have been denied by the Church of England 
Council on Foreign Relations. 
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"The telegram cancelling the visit of the delegates from Greece to the 
opening ceremonies of the Lambeth Conference was received some hours before the 
Archbishop of Canterbury's television broadcast took place," said Canon Herbert 
Waddams, the Council's secretary, "and therefore had nothing to do with what he 
said on that occasion", 


Following the withdrawal the Church of Greece had asked the Archbishop of 
Thyateira, exarch in Western Europe of the Ecumenical Patriarchate, who is resi- 
dent in London, to attend on its behalf, but after the Archbishop of Canterbury's 
television interview this request was also withdrawn. B.P.S., Geneva 


United French-Speaking Theological School for Africa? 


(Douala, Cameroons) - Plans are in hand for the founding of a united French- 
speaking theological institution to serve the whole of French-speaking Central 
and West Africa. 


A conference of nine churches and missions from six French-speaking African 
territories held last month decided to try to implement two stages of a plan to 
establish the seminary, which will teach at university level. The first stage 
would provide for the setting up of a seminary at Yaounde in the Cameroons by 
1960 or 1961 and the second for a further seminary to serve the Belgian Congo 
and possibly Angola. 


The proposals of the conference, which followed up a similar meeting at 
Leopoldville in 1956 and a meeting on training for the ministry held after the 
first all-Africa Christian conference at Ibadan, Nigeria, in January 1958, will 
be sent to all churches and missions in French-speaking Africa with a request 
for support. Funds will be sought in Europe and America. 


The new plan does not call for the closing of existing theological schools, 
which would continue to prepare students at pre-university level. 


A conference to report on progress is proposed for 1959. E.P.S., Geneva 


Bishop Newbigin Speaks in Berlin 


(Berlin) ~ Christianity is penetrating Indian society as "a silent revolution", 
Bishop Lesslie Newbigin of the Church of South India told an interconfessional 
meeting in Berlin last week. 


Old church traditions have become out-of-date, he said, and pointed out 
that early church workers in India were regarded as "slaves" because of their 
modest social background. But today, he said, they are treated with respect. 


Bishop Newbigin was in Germany for theological discussions on questions of 
Christian unity and was one of the theologians and ecumenical leaders attending 
an ecumenical study conference in Berlin from July 7 - 9. 


The bishop, who is also president of the International Missionary Council, 
Said that the Church of South India rejects the temptation to regard its orders 
as fixed and final. 


Professor Gensichen of Heidelberg, a former missionary in India, cited the 
Church of South India as an example of the fact that union is not brought about 


by absorbing smaller churches, by larger churches dictating conditions, by adding 


together the elements present in the different churches or by watering down be- 
liefs to the lowest common denominator. Instead, he said, union is a process 
which releases new spiritual forces and where the unity of the Church is practised. 


The conference was set up by President Kurt Scharf, of the Council of the 
Evangelical Church of the Union. Others attending included Bishop Friedrich- 
Wilhelm Krummacher of Greifswald, Provost lleinrich Grtiber of the German Evan- 
gelical Church, and Dr. W. Haendly, who represented the Roman Catholic Bishop 
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oN 


’ (Warsaw) ~- The Polish national committee of the Lutheran World Federation has 


‘t opposed the setting up of the IWF's suggested Institute for the Study of the 


Confessions. 


"The proposal to open the institute for the study of Roman Catholic theol- 
Ogy and the Roman Catholic Church is for us a purely theoretical matter which 
cannot promote better understanding with Catholicism," the Polish group says at 
the end of a long statement commenting on the project. The LWF had asked for 
reactions from its member churches. 


The Polish churches say they already know what they need to know about Roman 
Catholicism "both from its publications and from daily contact”. They have told 
the LWF that they regard any attempt to reach understanding with the Roman Catho- 
dic Church as likely to be fruitless, and say they fear anxiety and suspicion 
would be aroused among the federation's minority churches which are ‘struggling 
for survival" if the institute were opened. "Church diplomacy," they declare, 
"could only weaken the Protestant front and diminish the confessional awareness 


of our fellow-Christians". 


Current problems in contacts with Catholicism in Poland are described as 
mixed marriages, funerals, baptisms, relizious instruction and the restoration 
of Protestant church properties used by the Roman Catholic Church after the war. 
According to the Polish Iutherans, negotiations on these points are difficult 
because the Church of Rome conducts them on the assumption that the Evangelical 
Church of the ,augsburgian Confession is not to be regarded as a church at all 


* since it lacks priests and the apostolic succession. h.P.S., Geneva 


in Brief 


Bibles in 300 languages are on sale at the Protestant Pavilion at the Brus- 
sels Exhibition, and during the fair's first ten weeks, Bibles, Testaments and 
Gospels were sold in 48 languages. The Belgian Bible Society reports receiving 
many orders from foreign visitors who had read the free pamphlets also being dis— 


tributed at the exhibition. 


* * 


A study on "Christians and the Prevention of War in the Atomic Age" has just 
been finished and submitted to the Council of the French Protestant Federation by 
its Ecumenical Study Commission. Directed by Professor Etienne Trocmé’, the com— 
mission was made up of pastors, professors, chaplains and army officers. A 
study on Christian responsibility in areas of rapid social change was also pre- 


_ sented, reporting on a 1957 study auong African Protestants in the parts of Wes~ 


tern and Equatorial africa under French influence. 


are 


Bishop Albert Bereczky of the Hungarian Reformed Church, and Bishop Lajos 
Veto, Lutheran, have been elected officers of the Hungarian Peace Council. 


x * 


At the Lambeth Conference now in session in London, Bishop Otto Dibelius 


‘Spoke on ways of promoting contact between the different confessions in Europe. 


He expressed the hope that the ecuienical movement would give rise to ideas and 
impulses "which will help to create something new in the social and political 
life of the nations, something far greater than all the atheistic attempts to 
change the world by force". It was the first time that a German bishop had 
ever been invited to address the Lambeth Conference. 
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Tssahag Ghazarian, who had been designated bishop-elect of the Armenian 
Orthodox Church in Athens, has been required by the Greek government to leave 
the country and is at present in London. Although a majority of the Armenian 
comaunity in Athens is opposed to him, he claims he has been legally appointed 
as bishop by the supreme authorities of his church in Echmiadzin and has appealed 
to the Greek government against his deportation. 


Sas) ACA 


Dr. H.W.K. Mowll, the Anglican archbishop of Sydney and Primate of Austra- 
lia, has been named chairman of the executive committee sponsoring next year's 
visit of evangelist Billy Graham. In preparation for the crusade, a chain of 
Australian radio stations are now regularly broadcasting Dr. Graham's "Hour of 
Decision" programmes. Others on the sponsoring committee are Bishop Co-adjutor 
R.C. Kerle, Dr. Alan Walker, Methodist, and the Rev. Gordon Powell, Presbyterian. 


Ho 


Ground has been broken for the five million dollar Alaska Methodist College 
in anchorage. The ceremonies took place just before the US Congress voted to 
make Alaska the forty-ninth state. The school will be the first church-related, 
four-year liberal arts college in Alaska. 


* * 


A group of 8,000 young Baptists attending the Fifth Baptist World Youth 
Conference in Toronto, Canada, have condemed legislation in South Africa that 
might prevent Africans and whites from worshipping together in churches. The 
motion was presented by the Rev. L.G. Tudor of Cape Town. "We cannot agree 
that the access of worship depends on the permission of any state authority," 
the motion said. 


x * 


The Bible is being exhibited in thirteen pavilions at the Brussels Exhibi- 
tion, according to the United Bible Societies, including the Hungarian, Russian 
and Czechoslovakian buildings. B.P.o., Geneva 


Special Report 


Debate on Nuclear Armament Stirs Swiss Churches 


(Geneva) - The Swiss churches are vigorously debating proposals to introduce nu- 
clear weapons into the Swiss Army. Before the Swiss cabinet recently in prin- 
ciple approved nuclear armament, controversy had already been going on for some 
time in the Swiss Protestant Federation and in the various regional church bodies. 


At its June meeting the Assembly of the federation, after a warm but incon- 
clusive discussion, appointed a committee of experts and a theological study com- 
mission to report to a special full meeting in the next few months. 


The federation's concern has since been reflected in many of the governing 
bodies of the cantonal churches. Wide publicity has been given in the churches 
to the appeal of Albert Schweitzer calling for a halt to nuclear tests. State-— 
ments by the well-know theologians Emil Brunner and Karl Barth have also set 
the stage for a brisk and widespread exchange of views. Brunner warned against 
the dangers of absolute pacifism as possibly paving the way for the coming of 
war. Barth, taking a different view, said: "It is not a question of principles, 
ideologies or systems. It is a question of life and death." He went on to 
say that people in both Hast and West should rebel and take a stand against "the 
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madness which is running amok". A stand of this kind would, he said, become a 
political fact of importance and governments and the press would have to take 
notice of it. 


The division of opinion has led church bodies to seek clarification of the 
issues by experts. The Cantonal Synod of Basel, after a full afternoon session 
on the problem, called for a special synod in September to be addressed by a re~ 
presentative of the Swiss Army. Objections that introduction of atomic weapons 
into the Swiss forces might endanger Swiss neutrality were not endorsed by the 
synod until it could hear from the army on the subject. 


The synods of the churches of the Cantons of St. Call and of Aargau have 
also considered special meetings. The Aargau church rejected the proposal on 
the casting vote of its president after a heated exchange of views. 


A resolution drawn up by the social study commission of the Reformed Pastors! 
Federation supported "the protest of scientists". "Te must ensure," the reso- 
lution read, "that under no circumstances or conditions will any more atom bombs 
be exploded in East or West either in war or peace", The pastors expressed re- 
gret that the appeal of Albert Schweitzer was not recognised with one accord as 
the voice of the Church. 


In Geneva fifty-three citizens, including fifteen pastors, have signed a 
protest against arming the Swiss forces with atomic weapons, calling the proposal 
"an act of madness". Drawing attention to the effects of unloosing nuclear power 
in this way as catastrophic for the whole of mankind, this group said that "Swit- 
zerland, through its neutrality, is today one of the few nations which is ina 
position to make a real appeal for peace. Let us realise our privilege by re- 
Jecting preparations for total war ... Switzerland must now take definite action, 
otherwise it will betray its finest traditions. If we have the courage to say 
why we take it this step of insight and liberty will act as an effective counter 
to the present despair psychosis and be a contribution to the coming of a true 
international community." 


Others in French-speaking Switzerland have taken the same line. 
E.P.S., Geneva 
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BACC Assembly Set for 1959 in Malaya 


Coe eee a na ae tre at 


(Singapore) - The constituting assembly of the East Asia Christian Conference was 
set for May 14-26, 1959, in Malaya, by the conference's interim committee, at a 
meeting early this month in Singapore. 


The 19-member committee heard reports of “a widespread desire" of inter-—church 
and cooperative groups in Asia to be related to the HACC, but made no decision 
about the structure of the future organisation. Instead, it asked committees 
dealing with family life, industrial evangelism, Christian medical work, litera- 
ture, visual aids and other work to wait for a decision by the constituting assem- 
bly. 


The committee said it was "encouraged" to hear of the participation of Asian 
countries in the recent appeal for Indonesia, issued by the Division of Inter-~ 
Church Aid and Service to Refugees of the World Council of Churches. Contributions 
for the appeal have come from churches in Burma, Vietnam, India, Pakistan, Korea, 
Japan, Hong Kong and New Zealand. 


In other action, the committee made plans for studies in Asia of rapid social 
change, mission-church relations and religious liberty; planned to assist in the 
exchange of fraternal workers in asia; approved the organising, in Burma, of the 


first Ecumenical Church Loan Fund national committee to be set up outside Europe; 


and heard travel reports from its three staff members, Dr. D.T. Niles, U Kyaw Than 
and the Rev. Alan Brash. Presiding at the session was Bishop E.C. Sobrepena of 
the Philippines. E.P.S., Genev 
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Baptist Leader Reports on Conditions in Spain 


(Washington, D.C.) - Persecution of evangelicals in Spain is not violent, but 
"Subtle and persistent", according to a report made to the Baptist World Alliance 
headquarters in Washington by its president, Dr. Theodore F, Adams. 


Dr. Adams, who has visited Baptist work in several European nations, said 
there were still a number of situations where Spanish authorities continue to 
cause difficulty but added that at the Baptist seminary in Barcelona, young peo- 
ple were allowed to attend the annual study week programme which was banned by 
police two years ago. 


"The chief difficulty," the Baptist official said, "centres around the right 
to marry". He called the civil marriage situation "deplorable" and said it was 
“even worse than when I visited there in 1956". A Spanish law prohibits civil 
marriage except for non~-Catholics. Dr. Adams reported that youths from Baptist 
families usually do not have trouble getting permission for a civil ceremony, but 
others who were baptised in the Roman Catholic church and have since "renounced 
their Catholic ties and become faithful Baptists" find it almost impossible to 
prove that they are non-Catholics. 


Baptists make up about 2,600 of the estimated 20,000 evangelicals in Spain, 
Dr. Adams said, and have 42 churches and 33 pastors. K.P.S., Geneva 


Peace Churches Ask Renunciation of A-Weapons 


(Kassel) - Representatives of the historic peace churches - Mennonites, Friends 
and Brethren - have asked the World Council of Churches to urge "the total renun~ 
ciation of all nuclear weapons", The Fellowship of Reconciliation also joined 
in the request, which was addressed to the WCC's Central Committee, to meet Aug~ 
ust 21-29 in Nyborg, Denmark. 


The representatives of the four groups, meeting in Kassel, Germany, this 
month, called on the council "to speak at this time both to governments and to 
the people" to reaffirm the conviction that “war is contrary to the will of God 
and incompatible with the precepts and example of our Lord, Jesus Christ". 


The statement said that "to acquiesce in the manufacture and use of nuclear 
weapons is, we believe, a sin against God, a sin against our fellow-man, a sin 
against generations yet unborn", E.P.S., Geneva 


Religion, as Reported by the Soviet Press 
a i en a 


(Mos cow) - "Scientific atheistic propaganda" in Soviet Russia is described as both 
inadequate and unconvincing in current issues of Russian newspapers. 


The July 5 issue of "Krasnaia 4vezda", the USSR Army paper, carries the con- 
plaint that "scientific atheism" is failing to spread in the army. Another com~ 
plaint is that there are not enough books about atheism in army libraries, and 
not enough requests for the books that are there. 


The same issve also reports that a member of a Komsomol (a Communist youth 
group), dropped a prayer book from his pocket while getting out money to pay his 
membership fee in the group. Why did the incident not cause alarm in the Comnu- 
nist youth headquarters, asks the paper, It goes on to insist that "every in- 
dividual who has long been subject to the influence of pious people and church 
leaders should receive careful personal instruction" through atheistic propaganda. 


The June 15 issue of "Molodiosch Hstonoi", a youth paper published by the 
Communist party in Estonia, calls for an attack on Christians. "In our struggle 
with religion," thé paper Says, "we must be a hundred times as persistent as 
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church people. We militant atheists know that we are strong, because we are 
fighting for the true cause, against all religion. History will thank us for 
instilling our atheistic convictions into people who are still stupid enough to 
believe in religion, and naive enough to hope that supernatural miracles will 
make up for their own inadequacy and irresponsibility. As lords of the earth 
and creators of history we must not betray our convictions, for our faith is 
faith in Communism which in its sincerity is the only true faith in the world." 


The Russian Christian tradition is, however, recognised in the Soviet press. 
An article in the July 11 number of "Isvestia", the leading Moscow daily, des- 
cribes impressions of the "venerable old Kremlin of Rostov", recently restored 
by the state. A correspondent writes: ‘From the high walls of the Kremlin I 
am looking down into the courtyard where a group of young people is entering the 
main door, among the tourists. Soviet people love and venerate the glorious 
monuments of the past built by their forefathers." E.P.S., Geneva 


Roman Catholic Bishop Criticises Overpopulation Critics 


(Buffalo, New York) - Roman Catholics will not pay attention to attempts to "fright- 
en" humanity by emphasising the threat of overpopulation, according to Bishop 
Joseph A. Burke of Buffalo, speaking at the twenty-sixth annual convention of the 
National Catholic Conference on Family Life. 


Bishop Burke said that "if overpopulation threatens us, God helping us, we ; 
shall find a means of overcoming that challenge. If we have faith in God, He f 
will not punish those who follow His command to be fruitful, multiply and fill 
the earth." , 


His comments follow recent widespread discussion on birth control and over- i 
population in Roman Catholic circles. Criticism of the official Roman Catholic i 
viewpoint has come from many quarters. One of the most publicised comments was bi 
a speech in April by Dr. Richard M. Fagley, executive secretary of the Commission ‘ 
of the Churches on International Affairs, warning that the fuse on the "population 
bomb" in underdeveloped areas of the world is getting short, and advocating a 
positive Christian approach to family planning. E.P.S., Geneva 


CCIA Officers Cable Hammarskjold 


(New York) - Acting on the urgent representations of the general secretary of 

the World Council of Churches, Dr. W.A. Visser 't Hooft, pressing for the further- 
ance of any chance of conciliation and cooperation for peace, the officers of the 
Commission of the Churches on International /ffairs have cabled Mr. Dag Hammar- 
skjold of the UN, and the governments mainly concerned, stressing the "solemn 
urgency that immediate and positive steps be taken to prevent a deepening of the 
crisis in the Middle East", 


Se se 
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The message asked that "all channels of consultation that are open should be 
utilised, including the available procedures of the United Nations and a possible 
meeting of heads of state, within the UN framework, as well as the normal avenues 
of diplomacy". i.P.o., Geneva 


Vac ae ss eee ee 
= SSS SS 


= 


Bishop Dibelius Defends Martin Niemdller 


(Berlin) - Writing in the July 20 issue of "Die Kirche", a Sunday paper published 
in Berlin, Bishop Otto Dibelius has defended the outstanding role played by Pastor 
Martin Niemdller during the war-time struggle of the Confessing Church in Germany. 


peas 


Writing in reply to an article in "Rheinische Merkur" criticising a book on 
the "Church Struggle", just published by Pastor Niemdller's brother, Wilhelm 
Niemoller, Bishop Dibelius says that the struggle of the Confessing Church was 
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exclusively directed towards preventing the disintegration of the church through 
national socialism. And in this struggle, he says, "Martin Niemdller was the 
'leader'", 


The ‘Rheinische Merkur" reviewer had said that the book misrepresented the 
attitude of the Confessing Church and of Pastor Niemdller during the early years 
of the church's struggle. 


Bishop Dibelius writes that Pastor Niemdller's sermons “were filled with 
deep Christian conviction and it is this - and nothing else - which explains 
their attraction and their extraordinary influence. The congregation believed 
what he preached. It had full confidence that this passionate man, who was so 
modest in his sermons, would always be true to what he preached so openly and 
courageously. And they were never disappointed." 


Pointing out that "Adolf Hitler had his reasons" for imprisoning Pastor 


Niemodller in 1938, Bishop Dibelius says it was because the German churchman "made ° 


Hitler realise that it would not be so easy to dispose of the Protestant Church 
as he had imagined", | 


Martin NiemoOller's name will be remembered "long after those who struggled 
at his side have been forgotten", the bishop wrote. He added: "It. is the name 
of a man who resolutely staked his whole life for the sake of his faith and for 
the sake of the true Church." 


“We maintain that firmly - we who stood with him - although the decisions 
we thought it right to take concerning politics and church policy differed from 
his. And we hope that the conflicts of today will not obscure our perception 
of what was essential in the past." E.P.S., Geneva 


Lutheran/CSI Discussions Continue 


(Madras) - Indian Lutherans are studying a new statement from the Church of South 
India on the ministry and the episcopacy, aimed at breaking a deadlock which de- 
veloped in 1956. 


In the current statement, the CSI theological commission says that a system 
of bishops is needed "as episcopacy has been accepted in the Church from early 
times", but added that the Church of South India "does not consider episcopal 
ordination essential for a valid ministry", However, the statement says that 
“there cannot be a universally accepted ministry which does not include the his- 
toric episcopate as one element". 


From 1947, when the Church of South India was formed, until 1956, Lutheran 
representatives met with the CSI for theological discussions. However, since 
then the theological commissions of the CSI and the Federation of Evangelical 
Lutheran Churches in India have not held further joint sessions. The Church of 
South India was formed by the union of Anglican, Methodist, Presbyterian, Con- 
gregational and Reformed churches. E.P.S., Geneva 


US Needs Christian "Revolution", Presbyterian Says 


(Silver Bay, New York) - Pointing out that "there never has been a more difficult 
age than this for the Church to carry out its mission", Dr. Charles T. Leber, of 
the United Presbyterian Church in the USA, has called for a "non-violent Christian 
revolution" to shake up the complacency of Americans with regard to race, corrup- 
tion and the "worship" of material advances. 


Speaking at the annual Silver Bay Conference on the Christian World Mission, 
sponsored by four units of the National Council of the Churches of Christ in the 
USA, Dr. Leber told 530 delegates that such a revolution would not be a "revolt 
of violence" but "an inevitable and righteous revolution which demands that things 
be changed and man made free". 


—_———_L ee 
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Dr. Leber said that "war has humiliated the Church by making it conscious of 
its failures. It has shocked the Church into finally seeing that there can be 
no prophetic preaching until the Church outlaws war and refuses to participate 
anit." 

Dr. Leber is general secretary of his denomination's Commission on Ecumeni- 
cal Mission and Relations. E.P.S., Geneva 


Chapel Opens at SAFFPA Exhibition in Switzerland 


(Zurich) - For the first time, a chapel has been included in an exhibition held 
in Switzerland. Dedicated on Sunday, July 20, the building is part of the Ex- 
hibition of the Work of Swiss Women (SAFFA) , which opened last week in Zurich. 


The chapel is the result of close cooperation between women's associations 
of the various confessions in Switzerland, and all Christian confessions are hold- 
ing services in the chapel during the two-month exhibiticn. In addition to daily 
services in the Protestant, Roman Catholic and Old Catholic traditions, inter- 
confessional noon-day services are also held. Jewish services are scheduled 
during the exhibition. 


Other programmes in the chapel include religious concerts, lectures, Bible 
study, mission reports, and an inter-confessional conference on "Women in the 
Church and the World", E.P.S., Geneva 


in Brief 


Dr. Theophilus Ilills Taylor, first moderator of the newly~formed United Pres- 
byterian Church in the USA, is visiting Presbyterian projects in southern France 
this week. Accompanied by Dr. Charles Arbuthnot, European representative of the 
church's Board of Ecumenical Missions, Dr. Taylor is visiting the Collége Cévenol 
in Le Chambon-sur-Lignon and Presbyterian work in Marseilles. 


x * 


More than 2,000 persons attended the four-hour funeral of Archbishop Michael 
on July 17 in New York. The archbishop, head of the Greek Orthodox Archdiocese 
of North and South America, and a president of the World Council of Churches, died 
on July 13 (see EPS No. 28). Officiating at the service was Bishop Germanos of 
the Southern States Diocese, who has been named as the temporary successor to the 
archbishop, Among those present for the funeral were New York Governor Averell 


Harriman and New York City Mayor Robert Wagner. Dr. Franklin Clark Fry represen- 
ted the WCC. 


eas 


Swedish Pastor Birger Forell, long active on behalf of German war prisoners 
and expellees, died in Boras, Sweden, on July 4. During the war he worked in 
England with German POWs, and later helped set up the Eispolkamp settlement in 
Westphalia, Germany, for expellees. 


* % 
More than 750,000 Bibles, New Testaments and portions of the Scriptures were 
‘distributed in East Germany last year by the 24 Bible societies there. . 
* x 
Dr. ifilan Dobrovolz has been consecrated as bishop of the Old Catholic Church 
of Serbia and Vojevodina. Present for the consecration service in Belgrade, led 
by Bishop Julian Pekala of Poland, were representatives of the Patriarchate of 


the Serbian Orthodox Church, of the Association of Priests in Yugoslavia and of 
the State Commission for Church Affairs. 


% 
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An exhibition on the activity of the East German government against the 
Church and religion is touring West Germany. The exhibition was set up by a 
West German government agency dealing with the question of re-unification. 

E.P.S., Geneva 


A Special Report 
International Congregational Council Meets in USA 


(Hartford, Connecticut) - From July 2-10, 450 Congregationalists from twenty-two 
countries heard reports of Christian action in all continents and considered 

their place in the ecumenical movement. The eighth assembly of the Intemational 
Congregational Council, which was formed in London in 1891, took "God Speaks to 
Our World" as theme. Delegates were warned early by Dr. John C. Bennett, pro~ 
fessor of Christian theology and ethics at Union Theological Seminary, New York, 
against simplifying the issues. 


In a survey of "The World in Which We Live", Dr. Bennett stressed that when 
Christians face up to Communism “there has been a much too single-track policy 
of negation and it has not worked very well". He said the alternative was "to 
give positive help to nations which are tempted to think that Communists alone 
can solve their problems". 


Calling for "greater sophistication" in dealing with Communism, Dr. Bennett 
declared that people of the West should attempt to understand the Russian fears 
of attack, "fears which are in part a matter of dogma but which are greatly 
strengthened by the western emphasis upon bases that surround the Soviet Union 
and by the continuous expressions of hostility against that country". 


"Our chief hope for freedom," according to Dr. Bennett, “is not in any coun- 
ter-revolution or in attacks from outside, but in the changes that come over a 
second generation of Communists, as fanaticism wanes and as they become preoccu- 
pied with constructive tasks in building their own societies." 


Considering the challenge to action presented by the divided state of the 
world as Dr. Bennett saw it, Dr. Truman B. Douglass, executive vice-president of 
the Congregational Board of Home Ilissions in the USA, attacked the witness of 
Protestantism in local communities as "divisive and disruptive". 


He told the council's assembly that Protestant weakness was "due to the re 
sponsibility felt by every denomination to demonstrate some kind of distinctive- 
ness". He criticised Congregationalists who took this line, and said: "We are 
not invited to be distinctive; and the more we try to be distinctive the more 
we are likely to be merely eccentric or whimsical". He continued by saying that 
"we are coming to see that to prepare for recognition of denominational distinc- 
tiveness is to betray our heritage". Dr. Douglass cited many countries where 
Congregationalists have entered church unions recently, and said that "with Congre- 
gationalists already participating in more unions of Protestant churches than any 
other denomination, we have irretrievably committed ourselves to lose ourselves 
denominationally in the enlarging and deepening unity of the people of Christ. 


A parallel line was taken by Dr. Leslie E. Cooke, associate general secre- 
tary of the World Council of Churches, who led into an address on the significance 
of the World Council by asking "Is not the real crux of the matter the Congre- 
gationalists' affirmation of their freedom to obey Jesus as Lord? May not this 
mean," he went on, "that in certain times and places obedience would mean pres- 
byterial or even episcopal forms of government? Is not our essential witness 
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to affirm that there is nothing sacrosanct about any particular form of church 
order and that form depends upon what is dictated by obedience to Jesus as Lord 
in a particular time and situation?" 


In one of a series of surveys from various continents, Dr. Chandran Devanesan 
of Madras Christian College, India, said that the rise of new nations in Fast Asia 
is inevitably accompanied by a wish for nationals as leaders in the churches. 

He asked "how many churches would accept the African missionary or youth worker" 
if they were sent to help in America. 


"Interest groups" in the conference discussed religious education and church 
membership, audio-visual aids in the service of overseas missions and home missions, 
new ways of worship, the communion service, religious drama and the use of radio 
and television. There were also special meetings for women, youth, laymen and 
ministers. 


The council elected Dr. Russell H. Stafford of the Hartford Seminary Foun- 
dation as its moderator for the next five-year period. E.P.S., Geneva 


No. 30/25th Year August Ist, 1958 


On Other Pages 


Peremcon arch Archbishop. de Blank Says. sis .0¢s 46. bus elas Page 
East German Government Reports on Conversations with Church. ... Page 
Archbishop Honours Sherrill, Three Others, at Lambeth. eid Wika ales RES 
Missions in South Africa Warned About Mixed MOTIVES sale’ ons o « e Page 
Leaders of WCC and Moscow Church to Meet in Utrecht, August a - « Page 
Bmetevs in roland Observe Centennial... 2 ss. bow » «se oe Page 
$25,000 Asked for Aid to Lebanon Emergency ......eeseeee Page 
firistian Education inst utente ldnin Papen. 45 Adeaer o's sheets te bERe 


NDVI DS BW 


Document: Text vf a Communiqué Issued by the Press Department of DDR 
~ President Grotewohl, Following Church/State Conversations. . .'» 


— 


- Page 8 


_ Episcopalians Recommend Nuclear Reactor Gift for Japan 


(New York) - When the General Convention of the Episcopal Church in the United 
States meets in October, it will be asked to set aside $400,000 for a nuclear re- 
actor as a gift to St. Paul's University, Tokyo, "in the name of the whole church". 


The action has been recommended by the church's Joint Commission on the 
Peaceful Uses of Atomic Imergy. The reactor yould be used for St. Paul's re- 
Search programme for faculty and students in physics, chemistry and biology, and 
would be "equipped with facilities for producing radioactive isotopes for clini- 
cal use" by St. Luke's Hospital. 


Both St. Paul's University and St. Luke's Hospital, in Tokyo, were founded 
by the Episcopal Church, and are maintained by the Nippon Sei Ko Kwai, the Japa- 
nse branch of the Anglican Communion. E.P.S., Geneva 


Swedish Theologian Sees No Doctrine Against Ordaining Women 


(Geneva) ~ Reviewing the theological issues behind the recent controversy in 
Sweden about the state's decision to permit ordination of women to the ministry, 
Professor Gustaf Wingren of Lund, Sweden, told members of the working committee 
- Of the World Couneil of Churches' Faith and Order Commission that he believed 
there was no obstacle to the step, according to Lutheran theology (see also EPS 
Nos. 15 and 27). 
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CN Professor Wingren said the issues had been obscured by press controversy 
and that the meetings of synods had been abnormally well attended since the 
__—-problem arose. "It is a tragedy," he declared, "that in Sweden the issues have 
never been properly joined because one side is labelled liberal and the other 
fundamentalist. The arguments of those for and against have never been squarely 
faced, so that a decision by the church cannot lead to a real solution, but can 
only increase bitterness on both sides." 


The Swedish theologian said that the controversy had revealed that theology, 
the pastors and the church governments had been out of touch with the people of 
_ the church, and that it was as well that the "moment of avakening to what has 
_ happened" had now arrived. 


According to Professor Jingren, the Lutheran teaching about women in the 
Ministry has to be deduced from the full Lutheran position about the place of 
men and women in the creation. The subordination of women to men in Sweden 
was no longer considered to apply to all sides of church and social life. Women, 
he said, could now speak in church and were often in positions over men in secu- 
lar occupations. The only point at which inequality persisted was in ordination 
_to the ministry; but if the Church wished to be consistent it would have to go 
back to a basis of inequality between the sexes in family and social life as well 
as in ordination. "If we use the argument from the order of creation," Profes-— 


sor Wingren said, "it must apply to all relationships and not be used only to 
_ exclude women from the ministry". 


However, the theologian claimed that a study of Luther's own attitude made 
_ it clear that, apart from certain unchangeable elements such as preaching, bap-— 
_ tism, absolution and Holy Communion, there were no elements in the Church's life 
_ that could not be altered. These main points were necessary for salvation and 
me for the Church, but apart from them the other requirements laid dow in the New 
Ze. Testament were only to be applied if they seemed sensible and practicable. 

_ Iwther had excluded "women and children" from preaching the Gospel, he added, 

_ because it seemed to hin unreasonable for his owm time, not because it was con— 
_ trary to the New Testament, and Laurence Petri, the Swedish Lutheran Reformer, 
had said,"We are not bound by the rule that women must keep silence in the Church. 
_ We observe it, but we are free to change it if that seems reasonable." 

: Professor \lingren said it seemed odd that the free churches, which claim to 
base all their church order on the New Testament, ordain women, but the Lutheran 

_ Church, which is supposed to be freer at this point, does not ordain them. "How- 
ever," he went on, “in the Lutheran Church of Sweden men and women are ordained 
for the whole field of missionary work, yet while we ordain them for missionary 
work we do not ordain them for the home churches". 


ee Although there was a strong argument from tradition against the ordaining 
g of women, Professor Wingren did not think it was final for Lutherans because 


“the Lutheran Church cannot make statements of principle on the basis of tradi- 
A 


tion, but only in terms of what is sensible and practicable". 


| Therefore, because the proclamation of the Church has to be furthered, Pro- 
fessor Wingven told the commission, the freedom of ordaining women should be used 
if it helps to bring the Gospel to the world; but if the truth of the Gospel is 


in some way obscured by the step, then it would not be justified as reasonable 
in practice. 


a 5 Although he personally favoured the admission of women to the ministry, Dr. 
_ Wingren concluded, he thought that the step in itself would not be followed by 
_ any great results because the main problem of the general decline in parish life 


2 in the Church of Sweden was only obscured by the present discussion on the ordi- 
nation question. 
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The ordination of women in Sweden was discussed at one of three enlarged 
sessions of the Faith and Order working committee. The other two dealt with 
church union negotiations and the Week of Prayer for Christian Unity, which is 
held each January. A special two-day committee session to consider the future 
of Faith and Order work preceded the meeting of the working committee. Recom~ 
mendations on the subject will come to the Central Committee of the WCC at its 
meeting in Denmark in August. E.P.S., Geneva 


Islam on March, Archbishop de) Blank Says 


( London) - "Islam is once more on the march," according to the Anglican Arch- 
bishop of Cape Town, the Most Rev. Joost de Blank, who told a congregation at 
the annual festival of the South African Church Institute in London on July 19 
that his own diocese lost more people to Islam each year than were converted 
from Islam to Christianity. 


The archbishop said that the Church could not evade the racial issue which 
was involved, because the jioslem appeal says that Christianity is the religion 
of the white man. 


"So far," Dr. de Blank continued, "South Africa has no effective answer to 
that propaganda. Until we treat our fellow men as brothers, whatever the colour 
of their skin - and this visibly and outwardly, not in any disembodied and spir- 
itual sense - we have no right to speak. We all, of course, stand condemned. 

For whether we have accepted class privileges in England, caste privileges in 
India or colour privileges in Africa, we have failed to live out the truth of 

the Gospel. In this failure all churches share. So far as colour is concerned, 
in this failure all South African churches share." B.P.S., Geneva 


East German Government Reports on Conversations with Church 


(Berlin) - The Hast German (DDR) government has reaffirmed the article of the 
constitution which says that "every citizen enjoys full freedom of belief and of 
conscience. Undisturbed practice of religion is under the protection of the 
republic." 


The government action was announced in a press release from the office of 
German Democratic Republic President Otto Grotewohl, following negotiations with 
representatives of the German Evangelical Church (EKD) from the DDR (see EPS Nos. 
18 and 23). The churchmen were appointed by the EKD Synod at its meeting in 


April to hold the talks. (For the full text of the document, see Page 8). 


(i 


The church delegation, the release said, declared "that the church is coop- 
erating for international peace with the means at its disposal, and it is, there- 
fore, in agreement, in principle, with the peace efforts of the German Democratic 
Republic and its government". The church pledged itself "to respect the devel- 
opment of socialism and to cooperate in the peaceful improvement of national life". 
The document stressed the fact that the controversial Treaty on Spiritual Care in 
the Armed Forces does not apply to the churches in East Germany. 


Both the church and the state said they were ready to hold further discus- 


sions. 


At a meeting in Berlin after the communiqué was released, the EKD Council 
expressed the hope "that most of the complaints raised by the church will now 
be satisfactorily settled so that real improvement may take place in the relat- 
ions between the church and the state in the German Democratic Republic". The 
council also expressed the hope that the negotiations would fulfil the hopes of 
a resolution passed by the synod last April, that "people whose Christian faith 
compels them to reject ahteism will be free to bring up their children as citi- 


a zens of the German Democratic Republic without acting against their conscience". 


‘han. 
: s 
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At the same time, the Council of the Tvangelical Church of the Union (EKU), 
also meeting in Berlin, said that it hoped the serious difficulties of the church 
would be examined one by one and that a satisfactory settlement would be reached. 


First press comments have welcomed the communiqué. The Berlin newspaper, 
"Die Tat", says that the mere fact that the conversations were held at all repre- 
sents a step forward. In the opinion of the "Kurier", also published in Berlin, 
"the fact that the Hast German government has expressly reaffirmed the principle 
of freedom of belief and of conscience for all citizens" is bound to be "of pri- 
mary importance" to the church. It is, the paper continues, an indirect admis— 
sion by the gv..t-ment that the state will not exercise any pressure on people 


_to leave the church or to take part in the Communist-sponsored youth dedication. 


The church delegation included Bishop Moritz ilitzenheim of Eisenach and 
Bishop Friedrich Wilhelm Krummacher of Greifswald, General Superintendent Fritz 
Fuhr of East Berlin, Provost Johannes Hoffman, Nordhausen, and Gerhard Burkhardt, 
a layman from East Berlin. BE.P.S., Geneva 


Archbishop Honours Sherrill, Three Others, at Lambeth 


(London) - Bishop Henry Knox Sherrill of the Protestant Episcopal Church in the 
US, and a president of the World Council of Churches, received an honorary Doctor 
of Divinity degree this month at a ceremony in London in connection with the Lan- 
beth Conference. The degree was conferred by the Archbishop of Canterbury. 


Also honoured were Archbishop Walter Foster Barfoot, Anglican Primate of 
Canada, Dr. Arabindo Nath Mukerjee, Bishop of Calcutta and Metropolitan of the 
Church of India, Pakistan, Burma and Ceylon, and Presiding Bishop Michael Hinsuke 
Yashiro of the Holy Catholic Church in Japan (Anglican). 


_ Since the time of the Reformation, the Archbishop of Canterbury has had the 
right to confer honorary degrees, and the recipients wear the academic hood of the 
university of the archbishop who gives the degree, in this case, Oxford. 

; BE.P.S., Geneva 


Missions in South Africa Warned :bout liixed Motives 


(Pretoria) - The Dutch Reformed Churches of South Africa have been warned about 
possible mixed motives behind their growing interest in Christian missions in an 
article by Dr. Ben J. Marais, professor at Pretoria University and well-known 


author of "Colour - Unsolved Problem of the West". 


Writing in the large South African Reformed paper, "Die Kerkbode", Dr. Marais 
examines and criticises the motives underlying the rising interest in missions 
among tribes in Africa, and concludes that they are a cause for "deep concern", 
The reason, he says, that many white Christians in South Africa support missions 
So ardently among the Negro population is because they regard missions as their 
"last hope of maintaining their own position". 


"Preach to them, missionary, preach to them. That will keep them under con- 
trol." This argument is heard more and more frequently by missionaries, he says. 
Dr. Marais urges church authorities to make an immediate statement to counteract 
the effect of these mixed motives. 


"If people think that missions should help to keep the coloured people down, 
they are turning Christianity into just what the Communists accuse it of being - 
an ‘opiate of the people'," he says. E.P.S., Geneva 


=“ 
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leaders of WCC and Moscow Church to Meet in Utrecht, August 7 


(Geneva) - Representatives of the Moscow Patriarchate of the Russian Orthodox 
Church will meet a delegation from the World Council of Churches at Utrecht, 
Netherlands, August 7-9. 


The talks, held in private, are described as "a first exploratory conversa- 
tion". The Moscow Church has so far not joined the World Council. 


Subjects to be discussed include the Russian Orthodox Church and the ecumen- 
ical movement, the problem of Christian unity in the defence of peace, the Russian 
Orthodox Church and socio-political problems of our time, how the World Council 
of Churches promotes Christian unity, and the common concern of the churches for 


religious liberty. 


The Utrecht meeting is the result of a correspondence between the Moscow 


Church and the WCC following the second assembly of the council held at Evanston, 


USA, in August 1954. The resolutions and report of the assembly were transmitted 
to the Moscow Church, including the Evanston "appeal" for disarmament and inter- 
national agreement on the controlled cessation of preparations for nuclear war-~ 


, fare, which churches were asked to present to their governments. The Moscow 


Patriarchate responded favourably and the World Council then renewed a long-stand- 
ing invitation to the Patriarchate to discuss a wide range of questions affecting 

possible relationships. This invitation was accepted for Paris in January 1957, 

but after the Hungary and Suez crises, the Moscow Patriarchate asked for more 


time for preparation. The present August dates were suggested by the Moscow 


Church in January of this year. 


The representatives of the Moscow Patriarchate in the Utrecht conversations 
will be the Metropolitan Nikolai of Krutitsky and Colomna, who is responsible for 
the Moscow Patriarchate's foreign relations, the Archbishop of Smolensk, and Mr. 
Buevsky, a layman. An interpreter, Mr. Alexeiev, will accompany the party. 


The delegation from the WCC includes Dr. Franklin Clark Fry, chairman of the 
WCC's Central Committee, the council's general secretary, Dr. ".A. Visser 't Hooft, 


and the iietropolitan James of Melita, a member of the Central Committee and repre- 
‘Sentative in Geneva of the Ecumenical Patriarchate of Constantinople and of the 


Orthodox Patriarchates of Antioch, Jerusalem and Alexandria, Dr. 0. Frederick 
Nolde and the Rev. Francis House will be present as secretaries. Mr. House is 
associate general secretary of the WCC, and Dr. Nolde, another associate general 
secretary, is director of the Commission of the Churches on International Affairs. 


ie Interpreters for the WCC group will be Mr. Alexandre de Weymarn of the WCC's 


Geneva staff and Mr. John Lawrence, editor of the Christian quarterly, "Frontier", 


~ London. E.P.S., Geneva 
4 


Baptists in Poland Observe Centennial 


(iJarsaw) - Representatives from many countries attended a three-day jubilee in 
Warsaw last month, marking the centennial of the Baptist Union of Poland. 


Baptist world leaders reported that Baptist membership in Poland is about 


2,536. The members are building a central church house in Warsaw on land pro- 


- . 


¥ 


% 
eet N 


vided by the government, and many members are pledging as much as a month's in- 
come for the building. Among those attending the jubilee was Dr. Theodore F. 


Adams of the United States, president of the Baptist World Alliance, 


E.P.S., Geneva 
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$25,000 Asked for Aid In Lebanon Emergency 


(Geneva) - A total appeal for $25,000 to aid in the Lebanon emergency, including 
help to 11,000 homeless families, was launched on July 28 by the Division of 
Inter-Church Aid and Service to Refugees of the World Council of Churches. The 
appeal came after WCC officials received information concerning the emergency in 
Lebanon from a newly organised "Emergency Sub-Committee", made up of thirteen 
churches and voluntary agencies working in the country. 


The committee reports that “the spectre of famine and disease is beginning 
to creep into many homes", and asks for food, clothing and medicines, in addition 
to funds. As a result of studies it has carried out, the committee says that 
more than 11,000 families are in need of help. New service centres are being 
opened in the Musaitkeh areas, and special relief work is being done for uprooted 
families from Tripoli, Akkara and the south of Lebanon. There is Moslem coop- 
eration in certain areas. 


Cooperating in the committee are the American Middle Rast Relief; British 
Syrian Lebanese Mission; the Near East Christian Council; Society of Priends 
in Lebanon; Lutheran World Federation; Mennonite Central Committee; Pontifi-~ 
cal Mission for Palestine; YMCA; YWCA; Greek Orthodox Church, Jerusalem; 
Greek Orthodox Church, Beirut; Near East Foundation and Near Rast Christian 
Council Committee for Refugee Work. 


Of the $25,000 requested, Church World Service, relief arm of the National 
Council of the Churches of Christ in the USA, has sent $10,000 for aid in Lebanon, 
and the United Presbyterian Church in the USA has sent $5,000. In addition, 
Shipments of corn oil and cheese, valued at $10,000 each, and 2,000 pounds of 
soap have been put at the disposal of the committee by the Near East Christian 
Council. The supplies were intended for use in Jordan frontier villages and 


"need to be replaced as soon as possible". 


Mr. E. Porter Young, a co-chairman of the committee and a staff member of 
the National Alliance of Lebanese YMCAs, reports that “our own churches here, 


meeting sometimes in rented halls outside the danger zone, and sometimes in the 


midst of the shooting, have appealed to their people for support, and the response 
is already encouraging". B.P.S., Geneva 


Christian Education Institute Held in Japan 


ene 


(Nishinomiya) - More than 270 persons from 62 countries attended the World Insti- 
tute on Christian Education, which closed on August 1 in Nishinomiya, Japan. 


Speaking at the opening session on July 19, Dr. ilichio Kozaki of Japan, the 


director of the institute, traced the history of his country during the last 100 
years, and pointed out that the nation had become controlled by military minded 
leaders, which led to defeat and disaster. "For the last ten years," he said, 
"we have been becoming a democratic country under a democratic constitution. 
Now in this world institute we are to seek the help and guidance of God and to 
learn more effective ways of being used by God in Christian education so that 
boys and girls, men and women, may find an abiding and permanent experience of 
the love of God as revealed in Jesus Christ." 


Topics for the early sessions of the institute included "Christianity Facing 
a World of Rapid and Bewildering Social Change", "Christian Religious Education 
to Enable an Individual to Live as a Christian Person in His Comunity", "Chris— 
tian Education in the Light of New Interest in the Bible" and "Christian Education 


and the New Interest in Theology". 
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The Rev. Christian G. Baeta of University College in Achimota, Ghana, told 
the group that in Africa there are many marked illustrations of rapid change, 
and noted that to many, struggling for new status and human dignity, Christianity 
itself is one of the forces that comes under grave suspicion. "Our primary task 
in Christian education," he said, “is theological, with the abiding need of 
bringing the facts of experience into meaningful relationship with the will of 
God." 


Turning to the second topic, Bishop Enrique C. Sobrepena of the Philippines 
said that "Christian religious, education will prove irrelevant unless it reckons 
_ with the situation in which a person has been brought up, and in which the per- 
~ son will play his part". 


. "Theology, like Christian education, is a tool but never an end in itself," 

Bishop Sante Uberto Barbieri of Argentina, and a president of the World Council 
of Churches, said. Christian educators need to use theology effectively, but 
"we should earnestly try to get closer to Christ so that our theology may not 
be like a skeleton without meat", he said. 


On Sunday, July 20, delegates to the institute visited and preached in 
Christian churches in Osaka, Kobe, Kyoto and Nishinomiya. Most of the delegates 
will attend the World Convention on Christian Education which will be held in 
Tokyo from August 6 to 13. E.P.S., Geneva 


In Brief 


Bishop Gunnar Hultgren of Haernoesand, Sweden, has been named to succeed 
Archbishop Yngve Brilioth as Primate of the Swedish Iutheran Church, and the Rev. 
Nils Bolander, Dean of Lund Cathedral, will succeed Bishop Anders Nygren of Lund. 
_ In accordance with Swedish church law, three candidates were nominated for each 
post by the church, and the names then submitted to the Crown for a final decision 
( (see EPS No. 25). Both Archbishop Brilioth and Bishop Nygren are retiring this 
ae, year. 


x 


‘ The first trilingual joint service for the French-speaking, Lifou~speaking 
and Tahitian-speaking groups of Protestants at Noumea, New Caledonia, in the 
South Pacific, was held on July 20. After the service the congregation decided 
to promote closer contacts between the three groups. 


+ 


cP 


Dr. Daniel A. Poling, editor of "The Christian Herald", gave the keynote 
address at the opening sessions of the thirteenth convention of the World's 
Christian Endeavour Union. The convention met in Frankfurt, Germany, from July 
23-27. Dr. Poling has been president of the union since 1926. 
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* * 


Forty young Americans are visiting Russia as part of the first large-scale 
exchange of youth groups between the US and the USSR. They arrived in Moscow 
on July 13, and will leave for the United States on August 31. Agencies choosing 
youth to make the trip are the National Student Councils of the YMCA and YWCA, 
‘the Experiment in International Living, the Lisle Fellowship and the United Stu- 
dent Christian Council. A "Committee on Friendly Relations" is working out pro- 
grammes for Soviet groups who will be visiting the United States. 
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* * 


The official report of the Third Assembly of the Lutheran World Federation, 
held in Minneapolis, USA, in the summer of 1957, has been published. 
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An "All-Africa Lutheran Theological Seminary", established as a result of 
decisions taken at the African Lutheran Conference held at Marangu in November 
1955, will open in September 1959. Under the direction of Dr. Joseph Busse of 
Hamburg, the seminary will be the first to serve pastors from all over Africa. 


* * 


A film called "Bridge of Friendship" on the recent visit of German Protes— 
tant church leaders to the USSR has been produced by the central Soviet documen-— 
tary film studio. 


cA tc 


Bishop Otto Dibelius of Berlin will attend the centenary celebrations of 
the coming of Protestant missions to Japan, August 6-16, on the invitation of 
_ Japan's National Christian Council. E.P.S., Geneva 


Document 


Text of a Communiqué Issued by the Press Department of 
DDR President Grotewohl, Following Church/State Conversations 


"Under the chairmanship of President Otto Grotewohl, discussions were held 
on June 2, June 23 and July 21, 1958, with representatives of the Evangelical 
- churches in the German Democratic Republic and at the request of the churches, 
_ to resolve disturbing elements in the relations between the state and leaders of 
the Evangelical churches. 


"The spirit of these discussions showed a real readiness to reach under- 
Standing. 


i "In addition to President Grotewohl, the following persons were present: 

_ Mr. Maron, Minister for Home Affairs, Mr. Eggerath, Secretary of State for Church 
Affairs, lir. Plenikowski, Secretary of State and Director of the Presidential 
Office of the Ministerial Council. The Evangelical churches in the German Demo-— 

_ cratic Republic were represented by Bishop lloritz Mitzenhein, Bishop Friedrich 

Wilhelm Krummacher, General Superintendent Fritz Fuhr, Provost Johannes Hoffman 

and Mr, Gerhard Burkhardt, a locksmith. 


ran "A number of preparatory conversations preceded the discussions. They were 
_ arranged by the Secretary of State for Church Affairs and attended by additional 
‘representatives of both state and Church. 


a a) “During the discussions a great deal of time was devoted to the treaty con- 
‘ey cerning spiritual care in the armed forces, concluded in 1957 between the Evan- 
_ gelical Church in Germany (EKD) and the German Federal Republic, and its politi- 
Cal and legal effects. After a long examination of this question, the church 
Tepresentatives stated that the churches in the German Democratic Republic are 
not bound by this treaty, which has no validity for them or for their clergy. 


"The representatives of the Evangelical churches in the German Democratic 
Republic stated that the Church is working for international peace with the means 
at its disposal, and is, therefore, in principle, in agreement with the peace _ 
efforts of the German Democratic Republic and its government. In accordance 
with their faith, Christians carry out their duties as citizens in obedience to 
the laws. They respect the development in the direction of socialism and coop= 
erate in the peaceful building up of national life. 


> a> ~~ 
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"The discussion of complaints presented by.the church representatives led 
_ to the conclusion that the accusation that the state had violated the constitu- 
tion would be dropped. The government declared: Every citizen enjoys complete 
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freedom of faith and of conscience, Undisturbed practice of one's religion is 
guaranteed by the republic. 


| "The church representatives made certain complaints about the application 
of the decree passed on February 12, 1958, by the ilinister of Education relating 
_to the maintenance of order and continuity in the education given in the normal 
schools. It was promised that these complaints would be examined. 


"Other outstanding questions were referred to the secretary of State for 
_ Church Affairs and to the agencies concerned, which will respond and deal with 
them. Both sides declared themselves ready to hold further explanatory discus~_ 
sions, in order to remove any causes of friction in the relations between state 
and Church." Auiand B.P.S., Geneva 
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Document 


Constructive Action in the Middle East 
A Statement. by a Group of American Christians... . 


US Protestant Leaders Propose Constructive Action in Middle East 


(New York) - Six Protestant leaders in the USA, who have sent a message to the 
US State Department on their ow combined initiative, have made ten points about 
promotion of welfare and peace in the Middle East. 


The message, drawn up by a group in New York, has been circulated among 
3,000 Christian leaders. According to Dr. 0. Frederick Nolde, director of the 
Commission of the Churches on International Affairs, a joint agency of the World 
Council of Churches and the International Missionary Council, he and five others 
prepared the statement in response to queries from Christian leaders all over 
the USA, following the critical developments in the Lebanon, Iraq and Jordan. 


The five other individuals who signed the statement in a personal capacity 
were Dr. Roswell P. Barnes, who is executive secretary of the World Council of 
Churches in the USA; Dr. Alford Carleton, executive vice-president of the Ameri- 
can Board of Commissioners for Foreign Missions; Dr. Richard M. Fagley, execu- 
tive secretary of the CCIA; Mrs. Elizabeth K. Kinnear, associate secretary, 
Joint Office for Southern Asia and the Near East of the Division of Foreign Mis- 
Sions of the National Council of Churches; and Dr. Glora M. Wysner, secretary 
of the International Missionary Council. 


The full text of the statement is on Page 5. E.P.S., Geneva 
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Dibelius Says Wars Not Inevitable 


_ (Giitersloh, Germany) - Bishop Otto Dibelius of Berlin has attacked the view that 
 +war is inevitable until the end of the world. 


Replying in the paper "Kirche und Mann" to Professor Jacob of Minster, who 
had criticised him for telling the all-German synod of the Evangelical Church in 
Germany (EKD) that the Church must preach a new conception of international fel- 
lowship and remove the causes of war, the bishop said that the Bible no-where 
taught the inevitability of war. 


"It is one of the results of God's great mercy," Bishop Dibelius wrote, | 
"that just as He heals diseases, so He also directs the course of war all over 
the world. When a new age dawms humanity will be liberated from this scourge. 
That is what the Bible says! But it does not say anywhere that we should not 
_ attack disease and pestilence and hunger on the pretext that they are sent by 
_ God and will therefore always be with us. Nor does the Bible say anywhere that 
it is godless Utopianism to arouse people's consciences against war. The fact 
that there will be no more war at the end of the world does not mean that until 
then there will always be wars!" 


. According to Bishop Dibelius, the words of Jesus, "Ye shall hear of wars 
_ and rumours of wars", mean that war will be "something very unusual, not some- 
_ thing of everyday occurrence", 


The bishop declared that "on no account should Christians obstruct the ef- 
_ forts of those who are trying to solve this great problem by maintaining that 
according to the Bible there will always be wars". E.P.S., Geneva 


“South Africa's DRC Rebukes Dr. Fisher 


_ (Johannesburg) - Under the heading, "He Should Know Better", the Monthly News- 

_ letter of the Dutch Reformed Church of the Transvaal takes sharp exception to a 
Criticism voiced by the Archbishop of Canterbury, Dr. Geoffrey Fisher, in a recent 
television interview. 


| . As a result of the description he gave of the church's Support of apartheid, 
_ the archbishop is accused of being "grossly ill-informed on the policy of the 
_ Dutch Reformed Church in South Africa". 


In the interview Dr. Fisher had said: "I am afraid ... that that church 
has not got very much further than the Old Testament and not much further than 
_ the Book of Judges. They really believe that the Bantu, the Africans, are meant 
_to be inferior in status forever. Against them are ranged all other Christian 
ae in the country, who say the principle of apartheid is wrong because every 
_ face is equal in the love of God." 


ass." The Dutch Reformed Church's newsletter comments: "If the archbishop had 

_ taken the trouble to look at the official report of the church on race relations 
_ (which is obtainable from the Information Bureau and has been widely distributed 
_ overseas) he would have seen that the report contains 56 references to the New 
_ Testament and only eight to the Old Testament," 


| 
oA 


The newsletter's comment goes on to say that Dr. Fisher would also have read 
‘ @ passage that says: . 
é 


+ "All men are created in the image of God and as such there is no respect of 
_ persons with God. In the sense of Creator God is the Father of all mankind and 
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all men are of equal worth; but in the sense of the New Testament childhood and 
brotherhood He is the Father of the believers alone ... The Church of Christ, 
gathered together from all the peoples of the earth, forms a unity, and this umi- 
ty of his mystic body, the communion of saints (koinonia), must always receive 

_ the greatest emphasis ... This regenerating grace should be especially revealed 

_ in the Church of Christ in that the superior or stronger, in full responsibility 

_to God and true love towards his neighbour, will educate and in every respect up- 
lift the inferior or weaker so as to become a worthy fellow-member of the body 
of Christ." 


4 The DRC's 1950 conference on race relations is also quoted as saying that 
_ "the rights of no man may be denied; there can be no subservience in any sphere 


of of life". 

ry The newsletter's reply concludes by saying: "These quotations show that 
¢ the archbishop is completely misinformed and that his allegations have no valid 
basis whatsoever". E.P.S., Geneva 


_ 


% Inter-racial Work Camp in South Africa 


_ (Roodepoort, Transvaal) ~ For the ninth year people from Afrikaans, English- 
speaking, Indian and indigenous African groups have taken part in a construction 
project at the Wilgespruit Fellowship Centre in the Transvaal. 


a» 


This year's work camp, held in July for three weeks, brought twenty-two con- 
_ pers together to help build a new ablution block for the Christian conference 
u. centre. Participants came from nine different denominations in the Cape, Natal, 
p the South African protectorates, the Transvaal, England and the USA. Two ex 
_ change students from the Lebanon also took part. 


As in all ecumenical work camps, the programme included Bible study, dis- 
_ cussion and worship. H.P.S., Geneva 


i. 
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 Laymen's Week at Brussels Protestant Pavilion 


_ (Brussels) ~ The emphasis on the laity as evangelists and witnesses is one of the 
' distinctive features of Protestantism, opening speakers at Laymen's Week at the 
Protestant pavilion at the Brussels World Fair agreed. 


Speakers included Mrs. Theodore 0. Wedel, of Washington, D.C., president of 
the United Church Women of the United States, Dr. Norman Vincent Santat well 
_ known US preacher and writer, and Mrs. Posten | lirs. Hanna Kiep, woman's affair 
attaché for Germany in the USA, and Pastor Pieter Fagel, deputy commissioner géne- 
ral of the Protestant pavilion. "Partners in Christ" was the theme for Laymen's 
Week, which extended from August 2-8, with programmes of music and drama, together 
with discussion groups, sermons and worship services. 


Mrs. Peale told the audience at the opening meeting on August 2 that church 
women in America had introduced a spiritual dimension into the nation's life. 
She described the growth of the World Day of Prayer since it was started a quarter 
of a century ago. "Wlomen are dedicated to placing a spiritual emphasis through- 
out church life," she said. 


The controversial question of women as ordained ministers was introduced by 
Pastor Fagel. He spoke of the recent decision of the church in the Netherlands 
to ordain women ministers, and the long Biblical debate which took place before. 
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"Both tried to take the Bible as seriously as possible, but interpreted it in 
different ways," he said. 


Because women have to help to serve in the Church there is no question of 
"rights" but of how we are to serve the Lord, Pastor Fagel went on. He said 
he was happy that the decision that women should serve as ministers had been 
made in the Netherlands, and many years before in Belgium. 


Mrs. Kiep described the postwar German lay movements in Germany, such as 
the Evangelical Kirchentag and the evangelical academies. She said that events 
in Germany had convinced many people that there could be but one Lord in their 
lives, and He was Jesus Christ. Events of recent years have brought many Ger- 
mans to a rediscovery of the Lordship of Christ over all of life, she added. 


The rise of a "small groups movement" in Protestantism was observed by Dr. 
Peale. He spoke of small groups of dedicated Christians who were determined 
to witness to their faith in daily work. He saw this as a health sign in a 
time when thousands could be brought into the Church only to practice "an emas-— 
culated form of faith and dedication", 


The idea of small groups was the impetus of Methodism, Dr. Peale said, re- 
calling that John Wesley more often met with small groups in homes and fields 
than with large crowds. 


Greups like those gathered at the Protestant pavilion - international and 
interdenominational - are the "real summit" conference, he declared. "Brothers 
and sisters gathered together in Christ," he said, "can bring nations together". 

E.P.S., Geneva 


In Brief 


An organisation to fight the possible ordination of women in the Lutheran 
Church of Sweden has been formed at Orebro at a meeting attended by about 600 
pastors and laymen. A committee chaired by Bishop Bo Giertz of Gotherburg will 
prepare a programme of action to prevent cooperation with women ministers if the 
proposal to permit their ordination becomes law. 


x * 


The fourth meeting of the Reformed Ecumenical Synod, which includes the 
Netherlands and South African "Gereformeerde" churches and the Dutch Reformed 
Church of South Africa, opened at Potchefstroom, Union of South Africa, on August 
6. On the agenda is a request from the South African "Gereformeerde Kerk" ask- 


ing the synod to repeat a previous request to member churches not to join the 


World Council of Churches. Some of its South African and Indonesian member 
churches already belong to the WCC. 


Cie, 3 


Publication of three new illustrated evangelical magazines for the Belgian 
Congo has been announced by the Africa Literacy Campaign, which has published 
the illustrated "Envol" since 1954. The new publications are in local languages, 
with a combined initial circulation of 50,000 copies. The Protestant Missions 
of the Congo and the Africa Literacy Campaign are joint sponsors. 


* % 
Following failure of the bishops from the Anglican church in China to ar- 


rive as expected for the Lambeth Conference in London, a message hes been re- 
ceived to say that "pressure of work" has made it impossible for them to come. 


x * 
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United Church Women of the National Council of the Churches of Christ in 
the United States has urged the setting up of a permanent United Nations Police 
Force, the establishment of an "adequate" UN observation force in the Iliddle 
Bast and the withdrawal of American and British troops from the area "as swiftly 
as possible". 


: * % 

bi 

‘i The trial of 92 South Africans accused of high treason opened last week in 
Pretoria, capital of the Union of South Africa. The accused, including a num- 
ber of well-known Christians, could incur serious punishment or the death penalty 

if found guilty. The defence is being conducted by nine eminent barristers. 

A fund opened to cover defence costs and provide for families has so far realised 


£64,000 ($179,000). 


ce us 


"What can we Christians do for peace‘ was the theme of a study conference 
held in Buckeburg, Germany, and attended by Russian, French, German and American 
churchmen, including the Iutheran Archbishops of Tallinn (Archbishop Kiivit) and 
Riga (Archbishop Turs) and Rastorguev, Archpriest of the Russian Orthodox Church. 
The conference was chaired by Dr. Ernst Wilm, president of the Evangelical Church 
of Westphalia. 


= Ry 


The Saint Sergius Institute of Orthodox Theology in Paris, a centre for the 
higher study of Orthodox theology,unique in Western Europe, is extending its 
courses this autumn with a course of instruction in French, and possibly in Eng- 
lish and German.~ This section will include a full cycle of theological studies 
' in French parallel to courses which have been given in Russian for over thirty 
years. It will be open to Orthodox students whose mother tongue is not Russian, 
and to people of all confessions who wish to make a systematic study of Orthodoxy. 
BE.P.S., Geneva 


Document 


Constructive Action in the Middle Hast 


A Statement by a Group of American Christians 
(See Page 1, this issue) 


ay Given the currents and cross-—currents of a complex and rapidly changing 

scene, we must recognize that adequate solutions may be unattainable under present 

Circumstances and that governments, faced by limited alternatives, have the diffi- 
cult responsibility of choosing those measures which hold greatest promise of fur- 
thering more permanent settlements in the interest of peace and justice. We 
should pray that all leaders in positions of responsibility may be guided and 
strengthened by Almighty God to make wise decisions, wise both in relation to 
immediate dilemmas and in relation to the longer~range interests of the peoples 

_ concerned. 


3 In face of the military measures now in process, we should urge diligent 
effort promptly to contain and alleviate highly dangerous tensions in the region. 
The significance of the Middle East in the world balance of power and the temp- 
tations which its vulnerability presents to contending power blocs, underscore 
the importance of frank and persistent consultations at every available level. 

To this end the procedures and instruments of the United Nations should be utili- 
sed to the full, together with both the regular channels of diplomacy and such 
Special modes of consultation as a conference of heads of state within the U.N. 
framework. 


a 
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3, In such consultations, full consideration and place should be given to the 
interests and desires of the peoples of the region. Greater effort should also 
be devoted both to bilateral and multilateral consultations with the governments 
of the Middle East, so that greater understanding and cooperation may develop. 


i 4. We in the churches should both support the principle of non-interference in 
the domestic affairs of Middle Eastern nations and promote alertness to the extent 
' to which the response of national governments falls below the needs and aspira- 
tions of their own people. It is possible for Western diplomacy to deal correct-— 
ly with governments in power, and at the same time to support in assistance poli- 
& cies those reforms which are essential to make assistance effective and conducive 
to the welfare of Middle Eastern peoples. 


5. Measures taken in the Middle East by friendly governments to preserve order 
and orderly process, in response to the request of a government in power, should 
be subject to international review and should be terminated when the United Na- 
tions is in a position to ensure the political independence and territorial in~ 
tegrity of the state concerned. When friendly governments or international au- 
thorities take such measures, they should seek in all appropriate ways to assure 
that the peoples involved will, with reasonable promptness, be offered opportunity 
freely to choose their own government and determine their own future with due re- 
gard to their responsibilites as members of the international community. 


— ae We should encourage an awareness that the practice of self-determination may 
- result in solutions different from those desired in the West. It is not essen- 
; tial to Western interests that the governments of the Middle East be "pro-Western". 
, What is important-is that they should be willing and able to maintain and develop 
‘ the genuine interests of the iliddle East in harmony with those of the world com- 
munity. 


_ 7. We must further recognize that while the political foundations of contempor- 
_ ary states in the Middle Bast are relatively new and often unstable, there are 
+ strong linguistic and cultural ties which transcend national lines. The cultural 
Bs: appeal of the ideal of ‘rab unity, for which the term "nationalism" is inadequate, 
is one of the strong undercurrents of the Middle East which must be taken into 
4 account and helped to grow in constructive ways. The values in some form of Mid- 
dle Eastern federation of sister states are too important to be ignored because 
of the dangers. 


8 Some form of regional association is doubly important from an economic point 
of view, because the Arab states separately are for the most part not viable eco- 
Nomically, at least in terms of the justified aspirations of the awakening peoples. 
Developmental assistance should be geared to the needs and possibilities of re- 
gional economic development, as well as to programmes designed to improve the live- 
lihood of the common people. 


9. The festering bitterness between the Arab states and Israel requires firm and 
courageous action by the international community. International security commit- 
ments to provide mutual protection against aggression are essential to remove the 
threat of hostile action from one side or the other. 


10. The tragic plight of the Arab refugees is an unremitting claim on Christian 
service. It is also a concern calling for action at the political level. Plans 
for developmental assistance should give particular attention to constructive pro- 
grammes for resettlement or repatriation of those made homeless by past events in 
Palestine. E.P.S., Geneva 


THE NEXT ISSUE OF THE ECUMENICAL PRESS SERVICE WILL APPEAR ON AUGUST 22, 1958. 
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WCC to Observe Tenth Anniversary 


_(Nyborg) - Christian leaders from all parts of the world will attend a service 
in the Cathedral of Odense, Denmark, on August 24 on the occasion of the tenth 
anniversary of the formation of the World Council of Churches. 


Members of the Central Comnittee of the World Council are in the coast town 
of Nyborg, Denmark, to attend the annual session of the Council's policy making 
body. The Central Committee meetings began on the night of August 21 and continue 
through noon, August 29. 


The World Council of Churches was formally constituted at an assembly in Am- 
Sterdam, Holland, on August 23, 1948. The sunday service during the Central Com- 
mittee meetings will commemorate that occasion. 


Meetings concerning close relationships between the Holy Orthodox Church of 
Russia and the World Council were held in Utrecht, Holland, August 7-9 (see re~ 
ports on pages 2 and 9), A proposal that, if the Moscow Church agrees, the Mos= 
cow Patriarchate of the Russian Church be invited to send observers to the Cen- 
tral (Committee will come before that body as it meets here. 


The chairman of the Central Committee is Dr. Franklin Clark Fry, president 
‘of the United Lutheran Church, USA, and president of the Lutheran World Federa- 
tion. Vice-chairman is Dr. Ernest A. Payne, general secretary of the Baptist 
Union of Great Britain and Ireland. 
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During its nine-day session, the wrk of the World Council in such areas as 
international affairs, inter-church aid and service to refugees, study, and ecu- 
“menical action will be reviewed by the committee, 


; 
Important items on the agenda include reports on progress of major studies 
in the areas of religious liberty, prevention of war in an atomic age, and Chris- 
tian responsibility for areas of rapid social change, 


Plans for the third world assembly of the Council, tentatively scheduled for 


Ceylon in December 1961, will be taken up by the committee. The last assembly was 
held in Evanston, Illinois, USA, jin 1954, 


ervices in Odense and Copenhagen 


Two World Council presidents will preach at the tenth anniversary service in 
ddense. They are the Council's honorary president, Bishop George K.A. Bell of the 
Church of imgland, and Bishop Otto Dibelius of Berlin-Prandenburg, who was elected 
one of the six presidents of the Council in 1954. 


World Council presidents to participate in the service include Bishop Sante 
Uberto Barbieri, tiethodist, of Argentina, the Very Rev. John Baillie, Church of 
pcotland, and the Rt. Rev. Henry Knox Sherrill, presiding bishop of the Protestant 
Episcopal Church, USA. The service will be televised by Danish State Broadcasting 
network. 


Members of the Central Committee will visit Copenhagen August 29 and 30 as 
guests of the Danish Ecumenical Council and the Church of Denmark's Council on 


j King Frederik IX and Queen Ingrid will attend a special service in the Cathe- 
dral of Copenhagen on Friday, ‘ugust 29. Bishop Fuglsang-Daugaard, primate of the 


y 
‘a 


Church of Denmark and a member of the Central Committee, will officiate, 


The minister of church affairs of the Danish government, iirs. Bodil Koch, on 
behalf of the Danish state, will entertain the delegates at a reception on Friday 
afternoon, August 29, in Christianborg Castle. Thirty members of the committee will 
sake part in services in Denish churches on Sunday, August 31, BE.eP.S., Geneva 


Leaders Favour Further Contact With Moscow Church 
should attend meetings of the Cv's Central Committee if the synod of the Moscow 


_ The proposal was announced in a statement issued at the close of the first 
eting to be held between representatives of the two bodies at Utrecht, August 7-9. 


zs The statement said that the three-man Russian delegation would report to their 
‘Patriarch and Holy Synod "in a spirit of full sympathy with the fundamental princi- 
Ples of the ecumenical movement", They will also report favourably to the other 
Orthodox autonomous churches in Eastern Europe which decided not to join the World 
Council when it was formed in 1948, 


Expressing gratitude for the meeting, the participants said it had led to a 
Seful exchange of information and to "fuller understanding". 


* Items discussed included Christian unity and world peace. It was decided to 
suggest further discussions aiming at agreement on ways of preventing war, as a 
follow-up of exchanges between the WCC and the Moscow Patriarchate in recent years 
On the "great international problems of our time, such as disarmament, atomic war- 
fare and nuclear weapon testing". At the same time it was noted that at present 


"different ways" toward peace are being followed. 
oe 
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The meeting, which was held throughout in private, also discussed "specific 
problems" of religious liberty. 


Metropolitan Nikolai of Krutitsky and Colomna, head of the foreign affairs 
office of the Moscow Church, and Dr. Franklin Clark Fry, chairman of the WCC's 
Central Committee, took the chair in turn. The other members of the Russian 
Church's delegation were Archbishop Michael of Smolensk and Mr. Alexis Buevsky, 

@ layman, The WCC group was completed by Metropolitan James of Melita, a member 
of the Council's Central Committee, and Dr. W.A. Visser 't Hooft, its general sec- 
retary. 


/ 

Following the conversations, which were described as based on "brotherhood in 
Christ" and as "frank", the delegates will have to report back before firm deci- 
sions are made about future meetings. The reports will be presented to the meet-— 
ing of the WCC's Central Committee at Nyborg, Denmark, August 21-29, and to the 
Patriarch and synod of the Russian Church. 


The full text of the joint statement is on page 9, BE.P.S., Geneva 


Lambeth Conference Closes in London 


(London) - The 1958 Lambeth Conference ended on August 10 with a Communion service 
and a sermon by Bishop Henry Knox Sherrill, presiding bishop of the Protestant 
Episcopal Church in the United States. The closing service was held in Westminster 
Abbey, London, 


Bishop Sherrill told the 313 bishops who had attended the five-week confer— 
ence at Lambeth Palace that though they had "considered some of the most impor— 
tant problems facing the Church and the world“, the personal and jastoral aspects 
of that of the ministry “which can be so easily forgotten are most vital to the 
mission of the Church to the world in every age", 


"Certainly the prophetic function of the Church is important", he said. "But 
we must never forget that in an era of unprecedented suspicion, hatred and cruelty, 
compassion stands out as a light amid total darkness. As I look back after an 
experience of over forty years, I am certain that the most effective ministries 
have been those of loving kindness rather than of denunciation, even of judgment." 


The "take it or leave it" attitude is too prevalent in the churmhes, Bishop 
Sherrill said. "Thus, there is missed the personal contact with so many countless 
men and women who need the Christian faith all the more because many of them have 
no realisation of the need. Mass evangelism may have an important place, but there 
can be no substitute for personal contact,” 


The significance of this personal concern has a direct bearing upon the rela- 
tionship of the churches in the West to churches in the East, Bishop Sherrill said. 
"Today in a deeper sense those who go to another land must go not as supposedly a 
Superior teachers or technicians but as Christian brethren as eager to receive as vg 
to give. Between all our churches and provinces there should be closer ties, a wr, 
greater pastoral responsibility for one another." 


Earlier, an interim report had been issued by the bishops, calling the nations 
of the world to forego selfish policies in the interests of world peace. 


"We know', the statement says, "that in the hearts of the vast majority of 
men and women of all races there is a haunting fear of war and a deep desire for 
peace. In our experience of Christ, we who represent many countries and peoples 
have found a unity which helps us to transcend our differences.™ 


"Unless war and its causes can be banished, nuclear weapons threaten the an- 
nihilation of whole peoples, the destruction of our material civilisation, and the 
corruption of mankind, Buf merely to banish war is not to achieve true peace. True 
peace is an order in which men are free to live under justice and according to 


: 
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righteousness in which the resources of the world are developed and distributed 
for the benefit of all, in which the only war is against poverty, ignorance, dis- 
ease and oppression, in which the results of man's knowledge and discovery are 

_ used not for destruction, but for enlightenment and health." 


j Recognising that nations have interests which it is their duty to preserve, 

_ the bishops called upon them “to forego those policies of self-interest which deny 
the interests of others. We call on people of all faiths, and those who lead then, 
to work and pray persistently for the development of a community of peoples where- 
in, with whatever limitations of national sovereignty may be necessary, all shall 
live under the rule of law." 


The final report of the conference will be published on August 26, 
B.P.S., Geneva 


Church of the Brethren Marks 250th Anniversary 


(Kassel) - More than 400 members of the Church of the Brethren, joined by members 
from India, Nigeria, and Ecuador, and friends in Germany, celebrated the 250th an- 
_ niversary of the church with Special ceremonies in Kassel, Schwarzenau and Berle-— 
burg, Germany, from August 2-7. The church, which now has about 250,000 members 
in the United States, had its beginning in Schwarzenau in 1708. 


During the five-day celebrations, the Brethren saw 20 families receive heifers, 
the gift of Brethren in southern Ohio; visited the refugee camp of Friedland, near 
the East German border, and saw 510 refugees from former German territory crowd 
off a train at the camp; and finally, at the close of the week, travelled from 
_ Kassel to Schwarzenau for a rededication service on the banks of the Eder river, 

_ where the first Brethren were baptised. 


Dr. M. R. Zigler, director of Brethren Service in Europe, stressed that “our 
whole interest in Europe has been peace and reconciliation between people who have 
been fighting each other". The Brethren returned to Europe at the close of World 
War II and have done extensive work with youth volunteers in Germany and Austria. | 


During the five days, the Brethren were thanked by many people, in many dif- 
ferent ways, for their "enormous contribution" in the 13 years since the end of 


Both volunteers and leaders described Brethren work in Germany and Austria; 
outlined the work of the Greek Team, an international and interdenominational 

dp group of young agriculturists working in northern Greece; described the work of 
HELP, Homeless Buropean Land Programme, which is helping refugees in Italy re- 
settle in Sardinia; EIRENE, a team of conscientious objectors, sponsored by the 

' Brethren and the Mennonites, working in a Moroccan village; the student exchange 
programme, which has enabled more than 700 high school students from Europe and 

_ the United States to change places and live in each others homes; the Brethren work 
£ camp programme which this year sponsored six camps; and the Heifer Project, begun 
_ by the Brethren, but now an interdenominational programme. 


At Schwarzenau, in a tent next to the village's new school, named after Alex- 
ander Mack, the church's founder, Brethren heard speeches by Dr. W.A. Visser 
"'t Hooft, general secretary of the World Council of Churches; Mr. Desmond W. 
Bittinger, moderator of the Church of the Brethren; Bishop Ernst Wilm of the Evan- 
gelical Church of Germany; and Dr. Paul H. Bowman, chairman of the 250th Anniver- 
sary Committee, H.P.S., Geneva 
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re Brethren Killed in Plane, Car Crashes 


Twenty-two members of the Church of the Brethren, returning to the United 
States after the 250th anniversary celebrations marking their church's founding, 
orc aboard the KLM plane which crashed in the Atlantic on August 14, Thirteen 
‘of the 22 victims were from Lancaster County, Pennsylvania. All 99 passengers 
aboard the plane were killed. 


On August 16, Mrs. Amy Zigler, wife of Dr. M. R. Zigler, Brethren Service Com- 
“mission representative in Europe, was killed in a car crash near Vestervik, Sweden. 
Dr. Zigler was seriously injured and two people travelling in another car involved 
"in the accident were killed. Du. Zigler has served the Church of the Brethren in 
“Europe since 1948 and retires in September, B.P.S., Geneva 


Representatives of Five Religions Ask End to Arms Tests 


(Chicago) - More than 1,000 delegates from 20 countries attended a five-day meeting 
of the International Rea cincon for Liberal Christianity and Religious Freedom on 
‘the campus of the University of Chicago (Illinois), August 9-13, 


The association asked for an immediate world~wide Suspension of nuclear weapon 
tests. It suggested the establishment of an agency to control both conventional 
‘and nuclear armaments under the aegis of the United Nations. 


The meeting brought together spokesmen for Christianity, Buddhism, Hinduism, 
‘Islam and Judaism. The delegates discussed basic beliefs the five religions can 
hold together in the world today. 


A statement adopted by the group agreed to "respect the religious convictions 
of all individuals and churches, but to resist all attempts to use any legal or 
extra-legal coercion to impose the taboos of one religion on the members of an- 
other". 


They urged "the religions of man" to accept obligation for narrowing the gulf 

between the economically advanced and the economically backward. They also called 

for a united front on behalf of "comprehensive population policies", including dis- 
Semination of knowledge of effective methods of birth control. 

q Sir Muhammad Zafrulla Khan, Pakistan's former foreign minister and a judge at 

the International Court of Justice in The Hague, told the delegates that the Koran 

_irfcludes specific instructions for resolving armed conflicts, and that if the prin- 
Bete "inculcated by Islam for the regulation of human relations and human inter- 

course were generally accepted and put into effect, most of the problems with which 
we are faced today would be put in course of solution", 


; 


m One of the opening speakers, Dr. Wilhelm Pauck, professor at Union Theological 
Te Seminary in New York, told the group that Protestantism would remain the dynamic 

% movement it has been in Christianity only “if theological liberalism actually comes 
_ to determine the life of Protestant churches", 


The liberal organisation has member bodies in 20 countries whose estimated 
_ tlembership totals ten million. E.P.S., Geneva 


futheran Reports on Protestant Gains in Brazil 


(New York) - The Protestant Church in Brazil has gained more than 200,000 members 
= during the last five years, according to a report by Dr. Walter E. Soak, field di- 
_ rector of evangelism for the United Lutheran Church in America, just pace from a 
 two=months' tour there. 


There are 1,741,430 Protestants in Brazil, according to the last official count. 
About 93 per cent of the country's 61,000,000 population are Roman Catholics, 


» 


‘ 
- 
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Dr. Bock said two developments account for the growth of Protestantism and 
cited the building of more churches in the suburbs and the increased use of Bra- 
_gzilian ministers. He said that there are more than 500,000 Lutherans in Brazil. 
| E.P.S., Geneva 


"Methodists Discuss Role in World Church 
— eae 

(Oxford) ~- More than a hundred Methodists from five continents discussed how world 
)Methodism can play a larger role in the world church, during the first Oxford In- 
stitute of Methodist Theological \Studies. The ten-day institute was held at Ox- 


ford, England, this month. 


In a statement of findings issued at the end of the institute, delegates 
‘stressed the value of the Methodist "inheritance" but added that Methodists do not 
seek merely "to perpetuate our own life as some kind of world sect", Rather, the 
statement said, Methodists “should enter afresh into a present and living enjoyment 
of the great gifts which God gave our fathers, that they may be made ever more 
widely available in the growing unity of the one Holy Catholic and Apostolic Church,*® 


¥ The majority of the participants came from the United Kingdom and the United 
States, The institute was sponsored by the Oxford Memorial Committee of the World 
Methodist Conference, E.P.S., Geneva 


YMCA Executive Committee Meets in Belgium 


(Brussels) - Thirty-three YMCA leaders from 20 member movements gathered at Brus- 
‘sels from July 31 to August 8 for the annual meeting of the executive committee of 
‘the World Alliance of YMCAs. Another 50 were present for meetings of committees 
and commissions. 


The Centennial of the National Alliance of YMCAs in Belgium was observed at 
@ reception and a public meeting on August 2 and a large outdoor rally on August 3. 


. Sir Frank Willis, chief consultant on ecumenical questions and YMCA-church re- 
dationships, reported on the religious situations in nine Latin American countries 
“which he visited. He commented on the increase in the number and influence of Pen- 
tecostal and similar sects. | 


Neither these groups, the historic Protestant churches, nor the dominant Roman 
tholic Church, have concerned themselves to any great extent with relating the 
message of the Christian Gospel to social and economic life, he said. The motiva— 
tion of social change in Latin America has been primarily secular. Protestants and 
Roman Catholics are living by and large in two different worlds, Sir Frank pointed 
out. Some ways must be found to enable these two groups to work together more 
closely, he said. 


Ve Dr. Charles D. Sherman, finance minister of the Republic of Liberia and presi- 
gh : : 
dent of the World Alliance, commenting on a recent West Africa YMCA consultation, 
declared that Africa is no longer a sleeping giant. 


Up to this time others have spoken for Africa; now Africans are demanding to 
' peak for themselves, Dr. Sherman said, He referred to the meeting in April of 
eight independent states. No longer are we to think of Africa in terms of the 
black man only but of black and white seeking to live together. Dr. Sherman said 
‘the Christian ethic has not been interpreted in ways that seem adequate and rele- 
vant for African youth. He warned that those who have a veneer of Christianity 
are impervious to a basic Christian orientation, | 
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4 A new structure approved by the Committee calls for the work of four standing 
_ committees: Programme and Leadership, Extension and Intermovement Aid, Finance, 

_ and Work with Refugees and Migrants, Other functions, such as Publication Services 
_ and Ecumenical Questions, are;to be related directly to the Secretary General. 


Plans for the next meeting of the YMCAs World Alliance in 1961 to be held 
preferably in the Middle East, were discussed. Secretary General Paul M. Limbert 
q called upon the Exccutive Committee to see this as an opportunity for a programme 
"focussed upon some of the crucial questions which face a lay Christian movement 
which is trying to respond faithfully to the call of God ina sorely troubled 
world", B.P.S., Geneva 


5 


“World Methodist Council Studies Church Unity 


- (Freudenstadt) - Fifty Methodist leaders, members of the Executive Committee of 
the World Methodist Council, evaluated various plans for church unity during a five- 
day session this month in Freudenstadt, Germany. 


Among the church union plans involving Methodists discussed were those with 
the Anglican Church in England, with the Presbyterians and Anglicans in West Afri- 
ca, North India and Pakistan, and with the Presbyterians, Anglicans and Baptists 
in Ceylon. 


i 


In other action, the group approved a resolution recommending that a confer- 
ence of Methodist leaders in Central and South Africa hold a conference in April, 
1959, to work on the problem of racial tensions. The motion was presented by Dre 
Tf. Webb of Johannesburg, South Africa. 


The committee voted to hold a European Methodist youth conference in Stuttgart, 
Germany, next January. The next World Methodist Conference will be in August, 
1961, in Oslo, Norway. E.P.9S., Geneva 

q 


WCC Work Campers Killed in Saar 


(Vélkingen) - Two participants in a World Council of Churches ecumenical work camp 
Volkingen, Saar, were killed in a motor-—coach accident on August 15. The two 
Victims were an 18-year-old girl from the Saar and a young American boy from Troy, 

New York. 


s 


The motor-coach, filled with 36 participants from the work camp returning from 
an excursion, left the road when its brakes failed and plunged down a 180-foot pre- 
Cipice. Of the 29 injured, four are still in serious condition. 


The work camp, one of 40 being held this year by the WCC, is helping to build 
a hostel for refugees working in local industries in the Saar, a project of Hilfs-— 
‘werk and Innere Mission of Germany. a E.P.S., Geneva 


In Brief 


The Iona Community in Scotland held a lay training week from August 2-9, the 
Second in a series of training courses sponsored by the Directcrs! Association of 
Lay Institutes in Europe. The first was held last year in Oud . Poelgeest, the 
Netherlands. Young ministers in training with the Iona Community, and visitors 

_ from abroad, heard speeches by Dr. H. Renkewith of the Evangelical Academy at 

_ Arnoldshain, Germany, and Pastor Werner Simpfendorder of the academy at Bad Boll, 


* * 
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Mr. Adlai Stevenson, 1956 United States Democratic candidate for president, 


"preached to more than two thousand people who packed the Baptist Church in Moscow 


-on August 2. | 
x 


The American Friends Service Committee has issued an appeal for $30,000 to 
aid families in Lebanon, 
75 eg 


1 The Ecumenical Synod of World Reformed Churches has adopted a resolution say- 
ing that no single race should deem itself entitled to a privileged position or 
consider itself superior to other races. The meeting of the synod was held in 
Potchefstroom, South Africa, the middle of August. 


ae E 


; Members of the Society of Friends have urged the United States to withdraw its 
military forces from Lebanon "at the earliest possible date", In a statement adopt- 
ed in Washington, D.C., several hundred Quakers attending a special conference on 


peace and social order also called for “immediate cessation" of the testing of nu- 
clear weapons. 
. x xX 


_ In September 1958, Rev. Fredrik Franklin of Sweden, who for some years has 
been secretary for religious emphasis for the Council of YMCAs of India and Ceylon, 
will become general secretary of the National Council of YMCAs of Sweden. The 
YMCA publishing house of Calcutta has recently published a manual, Youth at Worship, 
Compiled by Mr. Franklin, which is designed as a guide for leaders of group devo- 
tions in the YMCA. 
q * % 
a Dr. Theodore A. Gill, managing editor of "The Christian Century", influential 
undenominational weekly magazine in the United States, has been elected president 
of San Francisco Theological Seminary. E.P.S., Geneva 
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Joint Statement of Representatives « of the World Council of Churches 
and the Moscow Patriarchate, following a meeting i in Utrecht, Holland, August 7-9 


"]) We are grateful to Go that after a long period of preparation a meeting 
of delegates from the Holy Orthodox Church of Russia and of delegates of the World 
Council of Churches has taken place. The meeting was attended by the following 
persons: 


q From the Patriarchate of Moscow: Metropolitan Nikolai of Krutitsky and Colomna; 
Archbishop Michael of Smolensk; and lir, Alex Buevsky; and 


. From the World Council of Churches: Dr. Franklin Clark Fry; Metropolitan James 
bt Melita; and Dr. W. A. Visser 't Hooft. 


"This first meeting was in the nature of the case a meeting for the purpose of 
becoming better acquainted with each other, This purpose has been served, as we ex- 
changed information, explained our respective positions, and arrived at fuller under- 
standing of each other, 


| 2) The basis which enabled us to meet was our brotherhood in Christ and so we 
have spoken frankly with each other about the real nature and aims of the church 
bodies we represent, 


_ 3) We found that we shared the Christian concern for the unity of Christians 
and the manifestation of their unity in the life of the churches. The delegates of 
the Holy Orthodox Church of Russia explained how their church prays and works for the 
reunion of all Christians, The delegates of the World Council of Churches described 
how the World Council of Churches seeks to promote church unity both by the thoologi- 
cal work of the Faith and Order Commission and in many other ways involving Christians 
at all levels of church life. 


"4) We share a deep concern for world peace with justice and freedom. The two 
delegations expressed the determination to work toward this objective. They feel the — 
solemn responsibility of the churches in every country to call upon their governments 
nd their people to do everything in their power to prevent war. During recent years 
he World Council of Churches and the Moscow Patriarchate have exchanged their convic-— 
ions about the great international problems of our time such as disarmament, atomic 
warfare and nuclear weapon testing. At this meeting we have continued this conversa- 
sion about our respective positions. Further contacts will be needed in order to 
“achieve agreement about the different ways toward peace which each is following, 


"5) The fundamental importance of the liberty with which Christ has made men 
free commanded our attention, and each delegation expressed its views on the manner 
in which religious liberty should find cxpressions in society. We gave considera- 
tion to a number of specific problems which the churches encounter as they seek to 
ifest their faith in life and work. Our discussion contributed to a better under- 
Standing of these problems. 


: "6) With regard to the future the aetesats of the Holy Orthodox Church of Rus- 
Sia declared that they would give a report to the Patriarch and the Holy Synod of their 
church and that they would do so in a spirit of full sympathy with the fundamental 
principles of the ecumenical movement. They will give a similar report on the meeting 
to those Orthodox sister-churches which participated in the Moscow Conference of 1948. 


"The World Council delegates declared that thcy would report to the Central Com- 
“mittee of the WCC and that they would propose that, if this would be agreeable to the 
Holy Orthodox Church of Russia, observers should be invited to attend meetings of the 


Central Committee. 


"The delegates express gratitude to the Lord for the privilege of meeting to- 
_ gether in the spirit of Christian love." E.P.S., Geneva 
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«ce General Secretary Reports to Central Committee 


 (iybore, Denmark) - To interpret the recent meeting between representatives of the 
‘World Council of Churches and the Moscow Patriarchate "primarily in political terms" 
is "to miss its real importance", Dr. W. A. Visser 't Hooft, WCC general secretary, 
Bo rted to the council's Central Committee at its opening peeeiay on August 21 in 
lyborg, Denmark, The meeting between the two groups was held August 7-9 in Utrecht, 
lland (see EPS No. 32). 


ye The sessions between the two groups of churchmen were "in the realm of church 
‘Telationships and church history", Dr. Visser 't Hooft said, but pointed out that 
it is true that it has its very real political aspect in ai we cannot forget 
‘the international situation in such a meeting". However, the general secretary 
assured the council's policy-making committee that "we have indeed tried to deal 
meesponsibly with the problems arising out of that situation". 


More than 130 persons attended the annual meeting in Nyborg which adjourns to- 
day (August 29). Seventy-two committee members and substitutes have been present, 
JOined by fraternal delegates, officers of other international church groups and 
National Christian councils and observers, 


Dr. Visser 't Hooft reminded the committee that "the Church of Russia has never 
Participated in the life of the ecumenical movement, its leaders have yet to discover 
‘that movement. We have to remember how little the churches in other countries know 
about the real life of the churches in Russia. We must remember that the working 
out of positive relationships between the World Council of Churches and the Ortho- 
dox Church in Russia can also open the door for relationships between the WCC and 


Ayo H Nerf 


‘No. 33 - August 29, 1958 myede 251 


i 


¥ 
I 


other churches in Soviet Russia. We must Specially remember that the needed con- 
frontation and spiritual encounter of Eastern and ijestern Christianity can only 


take place in an adequate way if the great tradition of Russian Orthodoxy can be- 
come vocal in the ecumenical movement." 


The meeting of the WCC and iloscow Patriarchate delegutes "represents only a 
very first beginning,” Dr. Visser 't Hooft said, "but we may hope that it is the be- 
ginning of a spiritual process which will lead to new Spiritual opportunity". 


Dr. Franklin Clark Fry of the United States, chairman of the Central Committee, 
reported on the conversations later in the meeting. A joint statement issued at the 
close of the Utrecht sessions said that leaders of the World Council would recommend 
that observers attend meetings of the WCC's Central Committee if the synod of the 
Moscow Church agrees, The participants said that the meeting had led to a useful 
exchange of information and to "fuller understanding", 


In his annual report, Dr. Visser 't Hooft also looked at the ten years since 
the World Council was officially set up in Amsterdam, Holland, in August, 1948, 


"The setting up of the council," he said, "meant in fact that we chose an ecu- 
menical movement which would not minimise the serious doctrinal issues of unity, but 
which would seek to work at these issues in the setting of the common calling of the 
churches to humanity. Thus the unity we stand for was characterised as a pastoral 
unity - a unity, not merely for the sake of the Church, but for the sake of mankind." 


The central purpose of the council, Dr. Visser 't Hooft said, is "increasingly 
to manifest the essential unity of the Church" but, he added, "we do not look upon 
the council as a final solution of the problem of inter-church relations", 


Since 1948 twenty-three churches have joined the council, bringing the member-— 
Shipto 170. But Dr. Visser 't Hooft said that "we should be even happier when we 
find that two or more member churches become united so that the number decreases. 
That is not happening as frequently as it ought. We have only four such cases on 
record during the period." 


One aspect of the World Council which has not changed since 1948, the general 
secretary said, “is that we are alternatively or even at the same time accused of 
being subservient to the policies and ideologies of the Western yowers and of open= 
ing the doors for the influence of Communist ideas", 


4 The real danger of the situation, he went on, is that "it could tempt us to 
“think that we are steering the safe, middle course. It is so easy to reply to one 
‘set of critics by quoting the opposite set of critics. But this kind of alibi is 
not quite worthy of the Christian Church which does not believe in the principle of 
safety by maintaining equal distance from extremes, or in spiritual neutralism, but 
_ feels called to warn all powers of the will and judgment of God. The World Council, 
like the churches, must be independent - in the world, but not of the world - being 
~ accountable ultimately only to God." . E.P.S., Geneva 


_ WCC Tenth Anniversary Celebrated 


(Odense, Denmark) - The tenth anniversary of the World Council of Churches was ob- 
_ Served in a solemn service in the Cathedral of Odense, Denmark, August 24, when two 
2 veteran ecumenical leaders stressed humility, gratitude to God and renewed dedica- 
tion to the cause of Christian unity. 


x Speakers were the Rt. kev. George K.A. Bell, Church of England, 75-year-old 

honorary president, and Bishop Otto Dibelius, Berlin-Brandenburg, 78-year-old presi- 
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Bishop Bell said: "It was the impulse of dynamic faith that led to the forma- 
ion of the World Council of Churches. It was a great spiritual event that happened 
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at Amsterdam by the blessing of God...And at the very moment that we offer him thanks, 


‘the only thing that we can say is this, 'We are unprofitable servants, we have done 
that which was our duty to do'." 


Repeating the words he used in the closing service of worship at the First As- 
sembly of the World Council in Amsterdam, Bisho) Dibelius said, "The Holy Ghost was 
there." In thinking back across the first ten years of the World Council's life, 

"T can only say the same five words", 

% Bishop Dibelius said that “in the course of these ten years churches who former- 
ly only knew of each other from |hearsay have become friends. They have learned 

that they belong together because they belong to the same Lord Jesus Christ. We do 
lot know how it will go on, but what has happened until now has happened in the Spirit 
ft Jesus Christ - in spite of the mistakes we have made. He has interceded in our 
yeakness, The Holy Ghost was there," 


j Bishop Bell said that "nothing less than the abolition of war itself must be the 
aim of the nations and their governments and in making that their aim they can surely 
rely on the help of all Christian churches, especially through the preaching of the 
Gospel and through prayer...The WCC constitutes a force making for justice and peace 
by its very existence, including member churches from countries in which governments 
if the most opposite character exercise authority, and by its witness to the truth 
that God is sovereign over all earthly sovereigns, and that every government is re- 
sponsible to him." 


' “The world today is more restless than it was ten years ago. There are dangers 
everywhere. There is no real peace," Bishop Dibelius said. "We cannot change the 
world. Also the churches cannot do this. But they can call out into this world of 
egotism and discord the word of God urging for peace and justice and truth." 


“a "This we have tried to do for ten years. Not only each church individually, but 
all of us together. Of course we should have done it louder, more courageously, more 
impressively. But more than once the spirit of God has helped us in our weakness. 
bre than once the world has heard what we have said through the Gospel. The Holy 
fost was there!" Bishop Dibelius said. 


The Anglican bishop stressed that the World Council is not a world church but 

St receive its strength and vitality not from a central organisation but from the 
ank and file of members of churches in their own lands. He called for a reproduc- 
ion of ecumenical spirit, worship. and activity in every town and village. 


Bishop Bell said that he hoped "we shall not forget the necessity of working 

> Such a visible unity of the whole Church of Christ as will not embrace only the 
em Orthodox Church) and other ancient churches, but also the Church of Rome. I 
mt not now a ata of additions to the member churches but of the visible unity of 
¢ whole Church, 


Bishop Bell called for support of the visible unity of the Church “by the spiri- 
tual witness of dedicated Christian lives." 


"This is no call for cloistered living or escape to an ivory tower but rather 
the reverse."' He asked for a deeper involvement of all our congregations in the World 
Council's work, in local ecumenical action and worship and "a more earnest Stearn 


hea personal holiness so that men may see in our very being that God lives.' 
K.P.S., Geneva 


ry 

| WoC Seeks #2,500,000 for New Headquarters 

- (tyborg, Denmark) - A plan to build a new $2,500,000 headquarters for the World Coun- 
il of Churches in Geneva, Switzerland, was approved by the Council's Central Commit— 
tee meeting in Nyborg, Denmark, on August 25. 
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The Rt. Rev. Henry Knox Sherrill, New York, a president of the World Council of 


“cures, will serve as chairman of an international committee to raise the neces- 
sary funds for the new buildings. 


Bishop Sherrill will retire as presiding bishop of the Protestant Episcopal 
church, USA, on November 15. He continues as chairman of the US Conference of mem-— 
ber churches of the World Council of Churches. His term as one of the council's 
‘six presidents extends until the next assembly of the WCC in December, 1961. 


According to the report adopted by the Committee, the architect's final plans 


would be presented to the 1959 meeting of the policy making body on the island of 
Rhodes, Greece, 


Providing that progress in fund-raising is satisfactory, the construction of 
the new headquarters property will be started in the autumn of 1959, Dr. Eugene Car- 


son Blake, United Presbyterian Church in the USA, chairman of the finance commmittee, 
said e ! J 


Present plans call for construction of a 236-room initial unit on a site near 


the United Nations and other international centres in Geneva, to be completed by 
the end of 1961. 


At present the Council is located in a Chalet, wooden barracks and rented 
houses in a residential section of the city. Located on the same property are the 
headquarters of the Lutheran World Federation, the World Presbyterian Alliance and 
the European office of the Brethren Service Commission. 


| Spokesmen for the two world confessional alliances siad that the LWF and World 
Presbyterian Alliance would be tenants in the new headquarters. 


Architects for the new headquarters are Otto Senn of Basel and Otto Bartning of 
Germany. Henri Leseman of Geneva is executing architect. 


Contemporary in style, the new headquarters will include a chapel, which is ex- 
ected to serve not only the WCC but also the international community in Geneva. A 
lew congress hall will be built by the city near the proposed WCC site, 


Of the funds needed, responsibility for raising $300,000 has been accepted by 
he council's member churches and the remainder is expected to be contributed by foun- 
ations and individuals in countries where the 170 churches are located, 


Bishop Sherrill emphasised that the drive for funds would be more than a cam- 
ign to raise money. It would be used as an opportunity to inform the council's 
onstituency about the purpose and work of the council. 


_ Already $90,000 is in hand from member churches. Preliminary discussion of 
ans for the building were begun at the Central Committee in Davos, Switzerland, in 
. Beraces Geneva 


Lommittee Hears Study Report on Prevention of War 


( 


Nyborg) - A controversial report looking at the Christian responsibility in the pre- 
vention of war was presented by the World Council of Churches Study Division to the 
Central Committee of the WCC on August 23. 


Prepared by a 14-member commission of theologians, scientists and wflitary men, 


i 
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the "theological discussion" recognises that “there is no limit to the power of the 
“explosions Which are possible", and calls for a limit to "be set by a decision of 


hs, 


‘mind and will", 

__-—«*‘The document was prepared by a commission appointed in 1955 and headed by Sir 
¥ prep Mf 

Thomas Taylor of the University of Aberdeen in Scotland, and was presented to the 
mmittee by Dr. C. L. Patijn, a member of Parliament in the Netherlands, and Pro- 
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_ fessor C. F. von Weiz8acker of the University of Hamburg. The paper was described 
as a “study document", "It is not meant to be a statement of policy, but an attempt 
to understand some of the moral implications of the atomic age and to present some 
Christian considerations for fuller discussion,” Dr. Patijn said, 


*) 


4 The paper calls for the "discipline of possessing nuclear armaments but of not 
using them in all out war". That discipline, it says, must grow out of a second 
and broader one “capable of using armaments whether conventional or nuclear, if at 
all, in a radically limited way only". 


Because Christians cannot accept the justification of limited war, the commis- 
fion says that its purpose is "to limit war as a first step in getting rid of it". 
ff all out war does occur, the statement says, "Christians should urge a cease fire, 
'f necessary on the enemy's terms, and resort to non-violent resistance". 


Hydrogren bombs are termed “deterrents only", and the commission makes a plea 
for that "discipline which is determined to use the possession" of the weapons “only 
in a discriminating way. We are all agreed in the declaration of the principle that 
at least it is not permissible to use them before the other party has used them, or 
to take any advantage from their possession, except to deter other parties from us- 
ing them.” 


| Four members of the commission expressed reservations, saying that it was not 
Mbermissible to sanction or support the use in any circumstances of the H-bomb, the 
terrible nature of which is recognised by all of us". The four members, two of them 
pacifists, said that the “use of the H-bomb constitutes an atrocity not to be justi- 
fied in a belligerent even if the enemy is guilty of it, and not allowable on any 
sround of reprisal or retaliation, actual or threatened". 


In presenting it to the committee, Dr. von WeizS8acker, once one of Germany's 
leading atomic scientists and now a professor of philosophy at the University of 
Hamburg, told the committee that it is difficult for Christians to discuss a limited | 
ar, but for technological reasons it is not practical to think that all out atomic 
isarmament will be achieved. “We can't take the view that disarmament will come 

id therefore we don't need to discuss the matter," he added. 


But even though the idea of limited war is difficult for Christians, it is a 
in the world today, he said, "and if we want to discuss practical ways Chris— 
bians can act, we must consider limited war". He pointed out that in "limited wars" 
Since the end of World War II, no atomic weapons have been used, 


- Tn discussion following the presentation, the document was criticised in a cri- 
tique prepared by the Commission of the Churches on International Affairs, a joint 

1% ency of the WCC and the International Missionary Council. The critique said that 
e CCIA questioned whether or not the document was really a theological discussion; 
Called for more consideration of the nature of the main political conflict of today; 
questioned the suggestions in the document that in certain circumstances surrender 

on the enemy's terms should be prepared and that a nation is not permitted to be the 


irst to use a megaton weapon. 

. During the discussion, Professor W. 5S. Tindal, Church of Scotland, pointed up 
the great dilemma of "those of us who cannot accept the complete pacifist way or the 
military way - can we take another way?" The study document, he said, represents a 
way between the two views. 


‘Dr. Hendrikus Berkhof of the Netherlands and Dr. V. Niesel, Reformed, Germany, 
criticised the report for failing to make clear what theology had to do with the tech- 
nological, political and military problems raised by the coming of the H~bomb. The 
Central Committee was urged to enlarge the membership of the commission and try to 
speak more "theologically" to the great nations about their responsibilities and 
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problems, 
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The study commission requested the Central Committee to authorise it to use the 
document as a starting point for further discussion, "with a view to receiving com- 
ments", and to authorise the council's Division of Studies and the CCIA to propose 
further plans for continuing the study to the WCC Executive Committee. Action on 
the document was scheduled to be taken on August 28, E.P.Se, Geneva 


Integration Plan of IMC-WCC Questioned 


' (Nyborg) - Hesitancies about the plan for uniting the World Council of Churches and 
its sister organisation, the International Missionary Council, into a single body 
were expressed by several members of the Central Committee during sessions on Au-= 
Bust 25. 


A report from the Joint Committee of the two world bodies, presented by Dr. 
Henry Pitney Van Dusen, president of Union Theological Seminary and the joint com- 
“mittee's chairman, detailed some of the projected procedures for the union. It will 
take place in 1961 if the majority of the member units of the two councils give ap- 
proval. So far responses from the World Council member churches have been strongly 
'in favour of the union. The International Missionary Council approved the plan “in 
principle" at its assembly in Ghana in December 1957, and the member councils are 
being polled. 


The Rev. Charles Westphal, Paris, French Reformed Church, explained that his 
church had not yet voted on the question. He said that the coming together of the 
IMC and the WCC might make it difficult to continue the cooperation which now exists 

‘in interdenominational agencies in France and the mission territories. 


. Pastor Westphal observed that the move to unite the agencies dealing with mis- 
sion and unity might also “appear to our Orthodox and Roman Catholic brethren as a 
Protestant bloc against their traditions", But he said that these hesitancies felt 
in France are not “decisive and final" and he hoped for a positive vote on the inte- 
grated body. 


The Orthodox position was presented by another member of the Central Committee, 
Metropolitan James of Melita. Metropolitan James is the representative of the Ecu- 
menical Patriarchate of Constantinople at the World Council of Churches headquarters 
n Geneva, 


Metropolitan James gaid that "we Orthodox participate in the World Council be- 
“cause it is a council of churches", 


ob a "We find it difficult from our point of view to accept that the unity of the 
- Church can be furthered by antagonistic missionary activity," he said. "We have al- 


ready registered our position on this important point. We believe that the unity grows 


as the churches learn to love each other and march hand-in-hand towards the unifying 
Cross of the Lord.” 


Metropolitan James said that the changes expressed in the plan presented were 
"so far reaching and radical" that "it makes the position of the Orthodox Church more 
difficult and its hesitations stronger". E.P.S., Geneva 


- Inter-Church Aid Report for 1958 
~ (Nyborg) - The record of material, financial and spiritual aid given in the past year 
to millions in need by members of the 170 world church bodies making up the World 
Council of Churches. was presented during sessions of the Central Committee. 


In its annual report to the WCC Central Committee, the council's Division of 
Inter—Church Aid and Service to Refugees reviewed its programmes of aid and on-going 
Services to refugees, displaced persons and disaster victims in the world. 
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Dr. Leslie E. Cooke, director of the division, outlined to the committee five 
points that the churches have learned in the ten years since the beginning of the 
World Council. Some churches, he said, have needed this help "for survival", "We 
have also learned that when physical material needs are met, something is done for 

spiritual renewal, in certain countries service of this kind is the only way in 
which a Christian witness is possible, and when a church stretches out its hand to 
penother, something happens to further the cause of understanding and unity." 


But, Dr. Cooke pointed out, “above all we have come to see that these ministries 
are not only a preparation for the Gospel, as a corroboration of its proclamations. 
Tt is of the Gospel itself, underlying it and integral to the life of the Church". 


Typical of the churches' concern, the report said, is the emphasis on the indi- 
vidual rather than the money and relief supplies which the churches have provided 

to those in need. Contributed funds are still insufficient to cope with the total 
need, however, 


; Concerning the Hungarian refugees, the report declares: "There will have to be 
some reduction in refugee services in 1959 as the special funds raised for them are 
almost exhausted.” ) 


This programme was the major emergency of the past year as well as the previous 
one. Despite financial and other handicaps, the report shows that 28,146 refugees 
were resettled in 1957, bringing to more than 100,000 the total ate ese moved to new 
homelands in the past six years. 


The integration of refugees in countries of first asylum, welfare services - 
particularly for the sick and aged “hard core" refugees - and programmes of migration 
to the United States, Australia, Canada, Brazil, the Scandinavian and other coun- 
“tries were highlighted in the Division's report, 


Describing this "continuing task", the report also cites the work of the WCC 
Division, Church World Service, foie iran World Service, and the Near East Christian 
Council in their ministry to the 923,000 Arab refugees and 200,000 other claimants in 
the Middle East border villages now in their tenth year of pee reninbe 


Included, too, is the material aid provided to the more than 700,000 Chinese 
*efugees in Hong Kong and the recent “dramatic evacuation" from that city of 500 
Russian Old Believers to a new colony established by the churches in Brazil. 


| "The emergency in Lebanon," says the report, "has resulted in the formation of 
a joint committee of voluntary agencies...which has the confidence of all political 
parties in Lebanon". This committee brings together Roman Catholic and Protestant 


agencies and mission boards in the area. E.P.S., Geneva 


_ Rapid Social Change Challenges Churches 

is _(Nyborg) - A progress report on a five-year ad undertaken. by the World Council of 
Churches reveals that the churches are finding “great difficulty in responding to the 
_ Challenge of rapid social change”. 


The report on "The Common Christian Responsibility Toward Areas of Rapid Social 
Change" was given at the meeting of the World Council's Central Committee at Nyborg, 
“Denmark, on August 23. The $175,000 study, initiated in 1955 with a grant of $100,000 
from John D. Rockefeller, Jr., has been underway in Asia, Africa and Latin America, 


It will be completed in 1960 with the publication of two books to be written by 
Dr. Egbert de Vries, rector of the Institute of Social Studies, The Hague, Holland, 
and the Rev. Paul Abrecht, executive secretary of the WCC's Department of Church and 
_ Society. 
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An International Conference on Rapid Social Change is planned for Greece in 
July, 1959. It will deal with Christian response to the challenge, 


Observations on the first three years of study emphasised that the Church can- 
not be a spectator of social change. "It must work for 'responsible emancipation'." 


Purpose of the study is to help the member churches of the World Council to come 
_ to grips with "the extraordinary developments of society in Asia, Africa, and Latin 
America and with their implications for the West", 


The main fields of study and action are responsible citizenship, village and 
rural life, problems of ae bea and the impact of foreign enterprise and techni- 
cal assistance, 


Although there is practical evidence of concern on the part of the churches which 
have engaged in the study of social change, many for the first time, the report says 
“we cannot be sanguine about the contribution of the churches", 


"Churches, like most social institutions, tend to be conservative in relation 
to change. Often they have been invaded and overwhelmed by the change before they 


4 act," 
The 74-page document prepared by the Department of Church and Society says that 


it is only after they are challenged by the "fiery stream of revolution" that the 
churches are willing "to leave behind the stagnant backwaters of reaction". 


"It is our experience in the study that very frequently churches are galvanized 
_into action by the realisation that their youth are leaving the Church, sometimes 
_ because they find it irrelevant, sometimes attracted by secular ideologies." 


The study process itself, which has brought together theologians, social sCien- 
tists and others in a score of countries, has provided opportunity for groups within 
the church, "especially youth and women", to voice dissatisfaction with its incapa- 
_ city to meet the impact of change upon their lives. 


Reporting to the Central Committee on the study were Dr. de Vries, chairman of 
‘the Department of Church and Society, Mr. M. M. Thomas, Trivandrum India, Asia con-. 
sultant for the study, and Professor K, A. Busia, Department of Sociology, Univer- 
Sity College, Ghana, consultant for Ghana. 


; According to the report, the study has brought the World Council of Churches to 
-@ realisation of its neglect of Asian, African, and Latin American problems in the 
past and the western bias evident in its thinking on social problems. 


Despite acknowledgment of the churches! failures in meeting the problems of the 
world, the committee said "unexpected resources had been discovered in the churches", 


_ Major study projects have been organised in 12 countries: Brazil, Cameroons, 
Egypt, Ghana, India, Indonesia, Japan, Kenya, Lebanon, Liberia, Northern Rhodesia, 
and the Union of South Africa. Churches in Europe, the United States, Australia, and 
New Zealand have also organised study programmes. 
Among the results in action reported is the development of a lay training centre 
in the Copperbelt of Northern Rhodesia, In South India, a Christian project for 
- technical and economic assistance to Indian villages has been launched, 


5 In answer to the question "what is the purpose of such a study by the World Coun- 
" cil and how does it differ from a United Nations study of the same social problem?" 
the study says that the Church can go beyond the limitations laid "upon both the so- 
cial scientist and the political body". 
"Tt has a view of the nature of man by which it can interpret the technical in- 
formation and analyse social situations from the standpoint of their effect on human 
welfare and human dignity." E.P.S., Geneva 


No. 33 - August 29, 1958 a 258 


CCIA Issues Middle East Statement 


(Ilyborg) - A statement calling for United Nations action "to ensure the territorial 
integrity and political independence of Lebanon and Jordan" was issued by the Execu- — 
tive Committee of the Commission of the Churches on International Affairs at the 

close of its sessions in Nyborg, Denmark, 


The 14-member committee suggested the establishment and training of an observa- 
tion group and a UN force as standing agencies to assist in a peaceful settlement of 
“disputes and in guaranteeing peace. 


The six-point statement also called for the setting up of a regional economic 
development agency; for "firm recognition" of the right of people in the area freely 
fo Choose their own government and "to order their relations with their Arab neigh- 
bours without coercion"; for security commitments to the Arab states and to Israel to 
Protect each one from aggression by the other; and for a "fresh attempt by the UN" 
to solve the "tragic problem" of the Arab refugees, 


5 The committee said it did not minimize "the difficulties to be encountered in 
“mleeting the apparent requirements we have cited, but not the least of our contribu- 
~tion to international action, which must of necessity be long and sustained, will lie 
"in our sympathetic understanding of fellow human beings and our readiness to seize 
Sopportunities for Christian service and works of reconcialiation." E.P.S., Geneva 


QWS Makes Gift to WCC Honouring Brethren 


“(Nyborg) - The Church of the Brethren, celebrating its 250th anniversary this year, 
‘was honoured "for its distinctive contribution" by a gift of $10,000, made by Church 
World Service to the World Council of Churches as an expression of “thanks and affec- 
Mion". The presentation was made during sessions of the Central Committee, 


The gift, which will be used toward the cost of the proposed new WCC headquarters 
building in Geneva, is a memorial to Mrs. M. R. Zigler, wife of the Brethren Service 
Commission representative in Europe, who was killed in a car crash in Sweden on August 
16, and the 22 members of the Church of the Brethren who died in the KLM crash on 

st 14 (see EPS No. 32). 


Church World Service, the relief arm of the National Council of the Churches of | 
Christ in the USA, made the presentation on August 22, when Moderator Desmond Bittinger 
of the Brethren at was welcomed by the Central eenieeeess The Church of the Breth- 
Been had marked its 250th anniversary with special meetings in Kassel and Schwarzenau, © 
Germany, on August 2-7. 


The presentation, which was made by Dr. Franklin Clark Fry, Central Committee 
chairman, said that "we are richly grateful for the graceful and practical spirit with 
which across the years the members of this church have borne their witness to the lov- 
ing-kindness of the Lord and so helped us all to participate more usefully and fully 
in our service to human need..,Our expression of thanks and affection to our colleagues — 
has been sharply stimulated by the recent tragic deaths...0ur wish is that this con- 
ribution should be regarded both as a memorial to the persons who have been killed 
ind a tangible expression of our affection and gratitude toward the Church of the 
3rethren for its witness to the Gospel of Jesus Christ across the years." 
h.P.S., Geneva 


Four Dead in Work Camp Traged 


(Vélkingen) - Twenty members of the Vélkingen (Saar) ecumenical work camp, injured in 
a bus crash on August 15, are still hospitalised but reported to be off the critical 
list. The accident took the lives of four persons - two campers, the bus driver's 

_ four-year-old son, and the cook at the camp. 
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‘ The accident took place near Mettlach, Germany, when a new bus, carrying 29 camp- 

ers on a day's excursion, went out of control on a steep hill and rolled 180 feet to 

the road below. Dead are James McGaffin of the United States and Ursula Schneider of 

_ Germany, work campers, Michael Ebeling, the driver's son, and Katherin Thiel, cook, 
both of Germany. 

_ 

¥ The camp was one of forty being held in 25 countries this summer, sponsored by 
the World Council of Churches' Youth Department. More than a thousand young people 

are taking part in the ecumenical work camp programme. 


When news of the accident was received, three WCC staff members went to Volkingen 
to handle the notifications of the families of the victims, to provide pastoral care 
for the injured and to do what they could to help the victims and their families, The 
staff members are the Rev. Philip Potter, executive secretary of the Youth Department, 
the Rev. Ralph Weltge, the secretary for work camps, and Miss Ruth Padrun of the Youth 
Department office. 


seven campers have been discharged from the hospital but have decided to stay at 
the camp to help their fellow-campers. 


WCC officials said that all campers are insured and that the council will provide 
funds for all other essentials, including air travel to the campers' home countries. 


~ 


The Executive Committee of the World Council, meeting in Nyborg, Denmark, from 
August 19 to 21, sent a cable to Voélkingen expressing their "deepest sympathy with the 
injured and with the families of those who have been killed", H.P.S., Geneva 


Church Broadcasters Plan for Asia 


(Tokyo) - Strategy for the Christian use of mass media in East Asia was discussed at 
the second Southeast Asia Conference on the subject at the beginning of August. 


ir. 
.: 


Delegates from thirteen Asian countries agreed that many radio listeners in Asia 
flere not interested in listening to religious programmes only. There is a demand for 
usical, cultural and information broadcasts, 


' Two church transmitters, DYSR in the Philippines and HLKY in Korea, have already 
tperimented in "preparing the soil" by "family broadcasts" that aim to introduce a 
hristian spirit into entertainment and non-religious broadcasting. 


; The conference favoured pooling world~wide resources on an ecumenical basis to 
aid in the task. 


As a result of the conference a follow-up committee will organise training ses- 
it : ; ’ : 
Sions to experiment with new types of programmes and to study listener reactions. 
"The Christian Broadcaster", quarterly of the World Committee for Christian Broadcast— 
ang, will from now on include a section edited by Asians, E.P.S., Geneva 


oe, 
World Presbyterian Alliance Grows 


(Edinburgh) ~ Three new member churches in Japan, Africa and the United States came 
into the World Alliance of Reformed and Presbyterian churches during the meeting of 
the Alliance's Executive Committee this month in Hdinburgh, Scotland. The new members, 
who bring to 72 the number on the roll, are the Korean Christian Church in Japan, the 
_ Presbyterian Church of the Cameroons, and the Coloured Cumberland Presbyterian Church 
7 in the United States of America, 


, ‘The Executive Committee looked beyond the borders of the Alliance family during 

_ the Edinburgh meeting, voting to undertake conversations with the International Con- 

gregational Council in regard to the common heritage of the two confessional bodies 

and the methods of closer cooperation, Since a merger has already taken place in 

North America between the Evangelical and Reformed Church, an Alliance member, and ~ 
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he Congregational Christian Churches, a member body of the International Congrega- 
ional Council, the Executive Committee felt such talks were vital. Other similar 
mergers are being considered in other parts of the world. 


4 The major portion of the meeting time was devoted to plans for the 18th General 
Gouncil of the World Alliance to be held in August 1959, in Brazil. 


_ A second programme of world-wide interest approved at Edinburgh was a "Reformed 
nd Presbyterian Jubilee, 1959-1960", to mark the series of vital historical anni- 
ersaries falling in that period. Besides the General Council and the Brazilian 
entennial, the Jubilee will draw the attention of the member churches to the 450th 
Miversary of Calvin's birth, the 400th of the publication of the definitive edition 
‘the Institutes and the 400th of the founding of Calvin's Academy in Geneva, now 

e University of Geneva. Major celebrations are being planned in France, where 

59 brings the 400th year since the First General Synod of the French Reformed 
hurch, and in Scotland, where the Church of Scotland will celebrate in 1960 the 

pth anniversary of the Reformation under John Knox. The Alliance plans to call 

s members to participation in a World Day of Prayer and Rededication on May 31, 1959, 
ba central event in the Jubilee. On June 1, 1959, the newly-—restored Calvin Audi- 
orium (Knox Chapel) in Geneva will be podiuead: : H.P.S., Geneva 
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6,000 at Closing Service of Tokyo-World Convention 


be 
Tokyo 0) - More than 16,000 visitors and delegates attended the closing service on 


gust 15 of the repekeneh World Convention on Christian Education in Tokyo. Methodist 
ishop Shot K. Mondol of India presided at the service, which was held in the Tokyo 
ports Arena. He is~the new president of the World Council of Christian Education 


nd Sunday School Association, sponsor of the conference. 


' Wore than 4,000 delegates from 65 countries registered for the week-long meeting, 
seribed as one of the largest Christian meetings ever held in Asia. Participants 
Cluded Christian educators, Sunday school teachers, youth counsellors, ministers and 
ssionaries. E.P.Se, Geneva 


in Brier 


The Southern Diocese of the Hungarian Lutheran Church has decided "to take mea- 
res to fix the pension for Bishop Lajos Ordass", according to the Hungarian Church 
S. Bishop Ordass was forced to resign his post in June (see EPS No. 26). 


Ad te 

ay A retreat called by Father Thomas Satory, 0.S.B., well-known Roman Catholic e- 
cumenical leader in Germany, has been attended by both Protestants and Roman Catho- 
3. leeting at the Benedictine "friendship house" at Niederalteich, the 100 par- 
icipants considered "The Eucharist and the Last Supper" under the leadership of 
Protestant and Roman Catholic theologians. 
he Dead 


The lutheran World Federation's Commission on World Mission plans to sponsor 
ection of a high-powered Christian radio transmitter "somewhere in Africa". Oper- 
ted "by Africans for Africans" and beamed also to the Near Bast and India, the pro- 
PoSed station would seek financial support from other missions and churches. The 
plans will come to the LWF's Executive Committee in October. 
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The Roman Catholic Hierarchy in the Netherlands has appointed Monsignor J.G.M. 
Willebrands, head of the philosophy department of the diocesan seminary of Haarlem, 
as its special delegate for ecumenical work. The appointment, which involves regu- 
lar contact with non-Catholics,in line with a 1949 instruction of the Holy Office 
in Rome, is believed to be the first of its kind in the world. Father Willebrands 
is also secretary of the international Roman Catholic Conference for Ecumenical Ques-— 
_ tions. 


Nay 


~~ 


oe 


Dr. M. R. Zigler, European director of the Brethren Service Commission, is re- 
ported out of danger after an automobile accident on August 16 near Vasterick, 
Sweden. lirs. Zigler and two persons in another car involved in the crash were 
killed (see EPS No. 32), 

Ke 


i 


Canon Oliver S. Tomkins, warden of Lincoln Theological College, has been named 
‘Anglican Bishop of Bristol. Canon Tomkins is a former associate general secretary 

of the World Council of Churches and is chairman of the WCC's Faith and Order work- 
ing committee. 

. * % 


A $50,000 Evangelical Audio-Visual Centre (CAVE) has been dedicated in Campinas, 
Brazil. The centre is supported by 21 Protestant church groups in Brazil and the 
United States. 

* x 


"Growing Together Locally", a booklet containing "some suggestions on how the 
ecumenical movement can be made a reality wherever Christians of different tradi- 
tions are found together", has just been issued by the British Council of Churches. 
E.P.S., Geneva 
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Reformed Group For Better Race Relations 


(Potchefstroom, Union of South Africa) - The Reformed Ecumenical Synod, includ- 
ing representatives from ten churches in Europe, Africa and the United States, 
at its fourth world meeting in Potchefstroom, August 6-13, adopted a 12-point 
statement on race relations which emphasised that no single race should consider 
itself superior to others. 


Expressing the hope that the statement would show that the South African 
churches agree with "scriptural principles which should guide all Christians in 
their attitudes", the Synod encouraged the churches in South Africa to deal with 
the problem of race relations in Christian love. 


Among the points in the statement was stress on the duty of the church to 
"tayoid even a semblance of an attitude which can engender estrangement between 
groups and to make every effort to improve the already strained relations", 


The statement said "if the members of the other race are likewise believers, 
they should be received as brethren and sisters in Jesus Christ." Adding that 
"the foregoing neither denies nor ignores the fact of the multiplicity of nations" 
the statement says that "in that multiplicity the unquestioned equality of all 
races, peoples, and manifestations of the true Church must be recognised accor- 
ding to the Scripture." 


"In order to progress towards the unity of believers, the efforts of the 


‘younger churches to achieve full ecclesiastical equality with older churches 


should be encouraged," the statement declares. 
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No direct "principial Scriptural evidence" can be produced for or against 
"the intermixture of races through marriage," it continues, "The well being of 
the Christian community and pastoral care of the church necessitates that due 
consideration be given to legal, social, and cultural factors which affect such 
marriages. 


| The Synod called for a critical examination of trusteeships, racial distinc- 
' tiveness, and other matters "in the light of God's Word" to purge such concepts 
"of any ulterior motives which may be lurking therein," 


A committee was appointed to study further aspects of the problem and report 
' to the next meeting. A resolution said that many Christians were subjected to 
great anxiety as a result of inadequate information about the situation in South 
| Africa and asked for more direct correspondence with tne churches there or visits 
by deputations for on-the-scene observation. 


In a statement on modern warfare, the Synod while acknowledging the right 
_ and duty of "secular governments in human affairs as an institution ordained by 
_ God" and stressing that the Christian Church "does not disapprove technical ad- 
_ vancement as such" said : 


"Nevertheless the Church regards present-day nuclear weapons with extreme 
concern as an alarming demonstration of the fatal consequences of technical ef- 
ficiency as used by the modern world, which no longer observes the dictates of 
' the Word of God," 


Although war "or at least the use of armed compulsion is, according to God's 
word, permissible in order to promote righteousness and administer justice" and 
- such war cannot be condemned as sin, "it usually gives rise to sinful practices." 
_ Therefore, the Synod said, "every possible effort should be made to avert war." 


aia ~ 


In the view of the Synod, "wherever the secular government, in a just cause, 
has no option but to resort to military measures, the view of the Church is that 
loyal service is incumbent on the subjects of the State. Even then, the spirit 

of Christ, instead of demonic forces or motives actuated by resentment or ven- 
‘gance, should be the main directive." 


Because of the enormous destructive power today, secular governments "cannot 
_ evade the responsibility of attempting to avert war by means of an international 
_ judicial system," 


When the"effects of sin approach "apocalyptical catastrophe" it would be 
the duty of the Christian to withdraw from any participation even at the risk of 
martyrdom, it said. 


The Synod called for churches of the world to join in common witness against 
injustice and oppression, It asked for inculcation of Christian zeal for peace 
and justice, 


_ tions of ecumenical relationships were referred to the next synod, A committee 
Was appointed to prepare thorough study of the entire subject, 


f The question of membership in the World Council of Churches and other ques- 


The Gereformeerde Kerk of South Africa had requested the Synod to ask mem- 
ber churches not to join the World Council of Churches. The Nederduitse Gerefor- 
meerde Kerk of Transvaal and the Cape Province and the Reformed Church of Indon- 

. @sia are members of both the Reformed Ecumenical/and the World Council of Churches. 
Synod 
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Delegates were present from the Orthodox Presbyterian Church in the United 
States, the Irish Evangelical Church, the Presbyterian Church of Eastern Austra- 
lia, the Church of England in South Africa, -the Union nationale des Eglises ré- 
formées évangéliques indépendantes de France, the Gereformeerde Kerk of the 
Netherlands, the Free Church of Scotland, Christian Reformed Church of the 
_ U.S.A., the Gereformeerde Kerk of South Africa, and the Nederduitse Gereformeerde 
_ Kerk of South Africa, E.P.S., Geneva 


Villagers Killed in Tax Incident 


(Sydney, Australia) - The killing of two people and injury of thirteen others by 
police officers in New Guinea in an attempt to collect a poll tax is the cause 
of widespread protest. 


The incident took place in Navuneram village in New Britain where the vil- 
lagers have for some time refused to pay a £2 poll tax levied on all males in 
the territory of Papua, New Guinea, 


Following several unsuccessful attempts on the part of district officers to 
persuade the people to pay the tax, a large party of administration officers and 
New Guinea policemen visited the village to set up a special court. 


When the police attempted to compel the villagers to come on to the school 
ground where the court was being held, stones were thrown at the official party. 
According to the administration, when it appeared that their party might be over- 
come, orders were given for shots to be fired over the heads of the natives. The 
administration claims that some of these richocheted from trees. 


The minister for ter.sitories has ordered an investigation into the whole in- 
cident. The Board of Missions of the Methodist. Church of Australasia has issued 
a statement which says that it recognises the good work of the administration 
over the years but questions the wisdom of the administration's action. 


One of the killed and several of the injured are within the fellowship of 
the Methodist Church, the Board's protest states. "Our concern in this statement 
is not primarily the question of taxation, but the methods used to enforce law 
on this occasion, 


"The Board points out that the Administration has the responsibility of es- 
tablishing democratic government amongst these people and such recourse to force 
is a backward step in an area which includes some of the most politically devel- 

oped people in the Territories. 


pe) "'In addition to shaking the confidence of the native people in the Adminis- oy 
tration, such an incident will provide the enemies of democracy with material 
for criticism. 


'The circumstances associated with this incident are unfortunate. The size 
of the force (about ninety men) appears to have been unnecessarily large. The 
fact that the District Commissioner and the Commissioner of Police from Port 
Moresby participated directly in it made negotiation difficult, and their pres- 
tige necessitated a quick solution of the difficulty. We suggest that in this 
period of rapid social change in New Guinea, a great many similar difficulties are 
likely to emerge, and if free discussion and satisfactory settlement is to res- 
sult, at least a section of Administration officers must be familiar with the 

- native language. 
_-—s "fhe Board has learnt with much satisfaction that a judicial inquiry into 


this whole matter will take place, not necessarily for the purpose of apportioning 
blame, but for the prevention of such incidents in the future." E.P.S., Geneva 


Rich 34 i September 5, 1958 ; -4- 265 


< 


Gift of Hungarian Bibles to Yugoslavia 


(Belgrade, Yugoslavia) - A letter addressed to all Yugoslav Reformed ministers 

by Bishop Alexander Agoston has reported a gift of 1500 Bibles from the Hungarian 
Reformed Church. The gift was made possible by a donation of large amount of 
paper from the British and Foreign Bible Society to the Hungarian Bible Society. 


The purpose of the gift of paper to the Hungarian group was increased cir- 
culation of the Hungarian Bibles in other parts of Eastern Europe where Hunga- 
rian is understood. 


The bishop on behalf of the Synodical Council expressed appreciation to the 
: two Bible groups and urged evéry parish to buy the Bibles to present to young 
couples following wedding ceremonies. Income from sale of the Bibles will be 
used to oublish a new edition of the Reformed hymnbook,. BeP,S., Geneva 


Reformed Bishop Sees Positive Task for Yugoslav Church 


\ (Belgrade, Yugoslavia) - A report on the life and work of the Reformed Christian 

. Church in Yugoslavia says that the church has been advised by the minister of 
religious affairs that it is expected to do one thing : to teach people "not to 
Steal, fight, kill." 


Bishop Alexander Agoston writes "this vocation is not enough for us. We are 
not satisfied by being a kind of spiritual police who keep people from evil by 
frightening them with the tortures of hell. We would like to train people for 
good," 


"Jt is the task of the State to bring about the frame, to give laws, to 
reward the faithful and punish the disloyal, to raise the standard of living. 
To raise the moral standard ... to bring forth conscientious, loyal, diligent, 
honest men - this is the task of the Church, And there is only one way to this 
end -- leading men to Christ. Thereby we build Socialism," EPS, Geneva 


WCC Adopts Statement on Disarmament 


(Nyborg, Denmark) - In one of its closing sessions on August 28, the Central 
Committee of the World Council of Churches unanimously adopted a statement ur- 
ping statesmen "not to rest content" with the fact that governments have taken a 
first step towards bringing the testing of atomic weapons under international 
control, "but to show courage in pressing forward along the way now opened", 


The statement, drafted by Bishop Otto Dibelius of Germany, a .orld Council 
president, appealed for an "'opsen society' where people may meet freely and 
iéarn to understand and trust one another" and asked the churches "to help prep- 
are the way for such an open society". 


The text of the statement follows : 


"The governments producing atomic weapons have taken a first step towards 
bringing the testing of those weapons under international control. ie welcome 
this evidence of the beginning of a better understanding among the nations. At 
‘the same time we solemnly urge the statesmen of the world not to rest content 
With this beginning, but to show courage in pressing forward along the way now 
opened, 
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5 "The cessation of atomic testing which we advocated a year ago should lead 
Wy to diligent efforts to halt the production of nuclear weapons and to reduce 
_ existing armaments, 


ip "The achievement of thesé ends requires friendship and confidence between 

te the nations, ‘ie need an ‘open society! where people may meet freely and learn 

_ to understand and trust one another. We appeal to the churches to help prepare 
the way for such an open society. 


"ive know the great difficulties that must be overcome. Yet what appears to 

| be impossible with men, is surely possible with God, To Him we pray that He who 
has taken upon Himself, the burdens and sorrows of mankind, may guide and streng- 
then our work for peace on earth." B.P.S., Geneva 


Three Churches Added to wWCC 


‘(Myborg, Denmark) - Three church bodies in widely separated parts of the world 
have been admitted to membership in the \Jorld Council of Churches, bringing to 
171. the total number of church bodies working together through the Council. 


The Central Committee meeting in Nyborg, Denmark, voted to accept aovlic- 
_ ation from the Hungarian Reformed Church in America, the Iglesia Filipina Indep- 
endente of the Philippines (Independent Philippine Church) and the Eglise évan- 


' gélique du Cameroun (Evangelical Church of the Cameroons), French ‘lest Africa. 
B): 
” One of the first moves made by the Eglise évangélique du Cameroun, which 


_ became independent one year ago in April, was to ask for membership in the ‘/orld 
Council of Churches, It brings to the Council a church of 66,876 members, The 
church has become independent of the Paris Missionary Society, with which it 
maintains friendly, cooperative relations. 


The Philippines church broke with the Roman Catholic Church in 1900 and 
became an independent non-Roman fellowship. The Protestant Episcopal Church in 
the United States in 1947 voted to cooperate with this independent church and in 
1948 sent three American bishops to consecrate the church's first three Filipino 
bishops. Its clergy is trained at the Protestant Episcopal Seminary in Manila. 
“The strongest and largest non-Roman Catholic church in the islands, with a 
“membership of over one and a half million, the Iglesia Filipina Independente is 
headed by Bishop de los Reyes. 


Known until this year as the Free liagyar Reformed Church in America, the 
Hungarian Reformed Church in the United States was admitted to the National 
“Council of the Churches of Christ in the USA in late 1957. It has an estimated 
_ ttembership of 8,500 in 26 churches and is headed by Bishop Zoltan Beky, The 
¥ ‘first Hungarian Reformed church was organised in New York City in 1904, In 1922, 
_ the Reformed Church in Hungary transferred a majority of its congregations in 
the United States into what is now the Evangelical and Reformed Church in the US, 
_ Those congregations which wished to remain autonomous and self-supporting then 
_ formed the Hungarian Reformed Church in America. 


/ 
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%.. Two recent major church mergers reduced the membership of the CC from 170 

| t0 168 church bodies, representing Protestants, Anglicans and Eastern Orthodox. 

_ The mergers were between the Presbyterian Church in the USA with the United 

Presbyterian Church to form the United Presbyterian Church in the USA, and the 

Congregational Christian Churches with the Evangelical and Reformed Church to 

_ form the United Church of Christ in the United States. Thus the addition of three 

iar churches brings the total membership of the World Council of Churches in 1958 

so-171, EeP.S., Geneva 
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Service in Copenhagen Ends VCC Summer lieetings 
(Copenhagen) - A service in the Cathedral of Copenhagen on August 29 marked the 


end of the tenth anniversary meeting of the Central Committee of the iJorld Coun- 
m= cil of Churches. 


Because of the "one sure and unshakable foundation" on which the Church is 
q laid, "the World Council of Churches was born ten years ago and continues to 
- claim our loyalty and the strenous efforts of our brains and spirits", Dr. Fran- 
klin Clark Fry, Central Committee chairman, said. "Our Council does not claim to 
_ be that Church -- let everybody get any such illusions out of his mind at once -- 
and still less a super-church,| which is a ridiculous word in itself. But it does 
call on each of us to behold this mystery, to look steadfastly at it, to fix it 
in our hearts, to appreciate it, to devote to it the best that is in us, to be 
its affectionate sons," 


Taking part in the service were presidents of the orld Council, members of : 
its Central Committee from around the world, 70 Danish pastors, and King Frede-. : 
rik Ix and Queen Ingrid. Other speakers included Bishop H. Fuglsang-Damgaard, 
primate of Denmark, and a member of the Central Committee, Dr. Ernest A. Payne, 
_ United Kingdom, committee vice-chairman, and the Rev. Peter Dagadu of Ghana. 


Dr. Payne reminded the congregation that the \lorld Council's path "has not 
_ been a broad straight highway but a winding and tortuous way where it is not 
easy for us to walk together, It is not easy to cross boundaries, even for . 
Christians." Dr. Payne said it was possible for Christians of different denomin- 
_ ations and for Christians living under different political conditions, and to 
some extent imprisoned by them, to love each other, "by the grace of God and the 
power of the Spirit", "It is by this spirit that we are called," he continued, 
Nand the events of the last ten years, though marked with failure at points, eri 
_courages us to go ahead," 


The links with others on the other side of political conflicts, though 
Strained, have not been broken, he said. "We still speak frankly to one another, 
Saying what we believe to be the truth, but with more love," he concluded. ' | 


alt ae i SR 


Karlier, the Central Committee members had been entertained at a reception 
by the minister of church affairs of the Danish government, lirs, Bodil Koch. The 
committee sessions were held in Nyborg, on the island of Funen, from August 21 
to 29. E.P.S., Geneva 
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Central Committee Plans for Future 


(Nyborg, Denmark) ~- The orld Council of Churches in its Central Committee meet- 
ing, August 21-29, observed the tenth anniversary of its founding and made plans 


‘for the future. 
a 


_ The third world assembly of the Council is planned for 1961. Its theme, the 
Committee decided, will be "Jesus Christ - the Light of the Jorlda", The Assembly, 
_ Scheduled for the University of Ceylon at Peradeniya, will bring together deleg- 
_ ates from all parts of the world. 

¥ In its nine-day session, the Committee took a fresh look at the on-going 
work of the Council. It heard that the Division of Inter-Church Aid and Service 
‘to Refugees had resettled 200,000 refugees in the last decade. 
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One of the most controversial items on the agenda was a study document on 
"Christians and the Prevention of War in an Atomic Age - A Theological Discussion". 


Prepared by a commission of theologians, scientists and political and milit- 
ary experts, under the chairmanship of Sir Thomas Taylor of Aberdeen (see EPS 
No. 33, August 29), the report mentioned possible use of limited atomic warfare, 
justification of surrender on an enemy's terms and prospects of non-violent 
resistance. In debate it came under fire from opponents of all atomic weapons 
as well as from those who took the traditional stand on the duty of Christian 
citizens to fight in just wars. A critique, drawing attention to problems posed 
for day by day Christian representation to governments, was prepared by the 
Commission of the Churches on International Affairs 


The Central Committee agreed to send the report for further study to WCC 
member churches, underlined that it was "in no wise a formulation of World 


Council policy", and asked the Council's Study Division, acting with the CCIA, 


to plan the future of the study, with an eye to developing analysis of the theo- 


logical, technological and political factors involved. 


In other business, the committee: 


APPROVED a study on religious liberty, ordered by last year's Central Com- 


mittee, to investigate the place of religious liberty in relation to non-Christian 
religions, political systems, including Communism, and "within and between the 


Christian churches, including the Roman Catholic Church". Basic principles in 


_ the proposal say that consideration should be given to trends that oppose the 
exercise of religious freedom at various levels in "government, church and so- 


ciety". The Central Committee also "noted that the legal situation has remain- 


ed unchanged" in Colombia, and asked the CCIA, "to continue to work for the ef- 


fective exercise of full religious liberty" there. 


AGREED to send a fraternal delegation to Cyprus to visit authorities of the 
Church of Cyprus and adopted a proposal expressing deep concern over "tha appal- 
‘ling situation" continuing in the island. The Committee expressed the hope that 
negotiations for the return of Archbishop Makarios from exile may be successful. 


HEARD strong recommendations that the future work of the WCC's Faith and 
Order Commission should be expanded by enlarging its staff and perhaps by making 
it a major division within the Council's structure. The proposals, put forward 
by a Faith and Order sub-committee, will be considered for another year before 
decision by the Central Committee. 


RE-ELECTED its twelve-member Executive Committee, by secret ballot, follow- 


ing a proposal early in the meeting from Dr. P.O. Bersell asking that fifteen 


“names be presented and that members be elected individually and by ballot. The 
original twelve names only were presented. Among the re-elected members is 
Dr. Josef Hromadka of Czechoslovakia, who was challenged at last year's meeting 


in Yale. 


DECIDED to avoid unnecessary further controversy with WCC member churches 
in Hungary by describing Hungarian charges alleging World Council complicity in 
the Hungarian revolt as ‘imi srepresentations" rather than in stronger terms. 


{ 


WELCOMED the report of the WCC delegation which met with representatives of 
the Russian Orthodox Church this month in Utrecht and approved the proposal to 
invite observers from the Moscow Patriarchate to attend future meetings of the 


Central Committee "as a wise first step on a road which may lead to closer contacts! 


RECEIVED the progress of the study on "The Common Christian Responsibility 
Toward Areas of Rapid Social Change", expressed appreciation to the Department 
on Church and Society, which is conducting the study, and decided to extend study 


— th Ea ee. ee eR ey) RO er. 


———oo—eEeEOeeeeeeee ee 


:) 


Be 34 - September 5, 1958 oR e 269 


THANKED the Belgian Protestant churches "for what they have achieved in the 
‘Protestant Pavilion at the Brussels Universal Exhibition" and assured them of 
"continued encouragement in seeking funds for the completion of the project, in- 
eluding its re-erection as an ecumenical centre". 


aM COMMENDED a newly published handbook on the World Council and encouraged 
"its vigorous promotion, particularly among local ministers and lay leaders". 


DEFERRED the election of a president to succeed the late Archbishop Michael, 
Orthodox, until the beginning of the 1959 meeting of the Central Committee. 


ACCEPTED the invitation of the Ecumenical Patriarchate and the Greek church 
and government to hold the 1959 Central Committee meeting on the island of Rhodes. 
Dates for the meeting are August 18-29. 


The director of the Division of Inter-Church Aid and Service to Refugees was 
authorised to seek to raise funds for the Service Programme for 1959 at a level 

of $850,000. The Central Committee asked all member churches to increase their 
annual contributions by at least 15 per cent, beginning in 1960, and those which 
can, to make the increase in 1959. The Finance Committee said that the increase 
was needed to carry the present programme and take care of salary increases and 
expenditures for the East Asia Christian Conference. Special resources are avail- 
able to cover the estimated deficit of $20,000 on the general budget accounts for 
the current year. E.P.S., Geneva 


Two Protestant Church Papers Seized 


(Berlin) - Two weekly editions of the Protestant weekly "Die Kirche" and the 
"Potsdamer Kirche", both of which ere published in East Berlin, have been seized 
by the press department of the East German government. Both papers had published 
reports of the official attitude adopted by the church to the latest attacks 
aeainst the Inner Mission. In a campaign conducted through leaflets and the 
eress the Inner Mission was accused of instructing a woman living in Potsdam 

(0 smuggle perambulators to the West Berlin Inner Mission using the illegal 


xchange rate". 


_ Leading circles in the Evangelical Church repudiated these charges. The 
Evangelical Church has vrotested to the East German authorities against the fact 
that on some pamphlets a forged letterhead of the West Berlin Inner Mission had 
been Mad. E.P.S., Geneva 


4 ” 4 
in: Brief 


4s A seminar of Christians facing the problems of world peace was organised by 
_ the world YMCA in Geneva recently. Mademoiselle Suzanne de Dietrich gave a series 
of studies on "The Biblical Approach to Peace". Speakers from church and inter- 
national groups participated. Further discussion is taking place at the World 
YMCA Membership Conference in Geneva, August <5 to September 5, and the Consul- 


“tation on the Christian Task of the YMCA late in October. 


“Re 


A new level of church membership has been reached in the United States. In 
: 104,189,678 members were reported, a gain of 964,724 over the previous year. 
Statistics were published by the National Council of Churches in its Yearbook of 


Despite growth, the increase in membership (0.9 per cent) did not approach 
the population rise (1.7 per cent). According to the figures, 61 out of every 
100 Americans are members of a church or synagoge- 


J 


APPROVED a 1959 budget of $495,000. The approved level for 1958 was $473,000. 


ae 
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An American Methodist missionary, Lester E, Griffith, Jr.; 34, has disap- 
peared in Algeria. According to press’ service reports, the missionary is be~ 


lieved to have been kidnapped by nationalist rebels, possibly to care for their 
wounded. Authorities believe that he was alive. 


‘ 
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World ~wide Communion Sunday will be observed in fifty countries around the 
world on October 5. It was started in 1936 by a small group of Presbyterian 
ministers to meet spiritual needs during the economic depression in the United 
States. In 1940, the Federal Council of Churches (now National Council of 
Churches in the USA) became the sponsor on a world-wide basis. 


3 


For the first time official representatives of the Missoury Synod Lutherans 
(USA) took part in the Lutheran World Federation Commission on Theology in Oslo, 
Norway, August 11 to August 16. The Missouri Synod does not belong to the LWF. 
According to a news release from the LWF, the conversations took place in "an 
extremely cordial atmosphere". 


Lambeth Conference Speaks Positively on Unity 


a In one of the most positive statements ever issued by a Lambeth Conference 
on the subject of Church Unity 310 Anglican bishops from forty-six countries 
have called for reconciliation between divided Christians. In an "Encyclical 
letter" addressed to "the faithful in Jesus Christ" they say: "Because of our 
urgent desire to further negotiations and conversations with other churches we 
have put forth in penitence and hope a fresh statement of our convictions, be- 
dieving that we are called to a fresh effort in the cause of the unity of the 


one Church of God in the love of Christ, in faith and order, and in fullness 
of sacramental communion". 


In resolutions adopted by the whole conference the statement drawn up by 
its committee on Church Unity and the Church Universal is endorsed. The eagerly 
awaited advice of the Church Unity Committee concerning the Church of South 
India and the proposed new united churches in Ceylon and North India reports 
Tavourably on prospects of closer relationship to the world-wide Anglican 
vommunion. 


_ _ Reviewing the progress of the Church of South India since the last Lambeth 
vonference in 1948 the Committee Report speaks warmly of the growth "in its inner 
unity and cohesion, and in its sacramental life". Taking special note of the 
"growing appreciation of the pastoral value of the episcopal office", the re- 
Port goes on to say "it may well be that the Church in the West may be able to 
learn from the polity of the Church of South India lessons which would restore 
to its exercise of episcopacy more of its primitive pastoral character as the 
Office of the Father in God". 


a 


After a detailed review of the increased facilities for limited inter- 
communion achieved or recommended between various provinces of the Anglican 

_ Communion and the South India Church, the Lambeth Committee affirms that the 

4 "growth of inner coherence and missionary zeal"in the CSI makes it possible 

to reiterate "with an increased sense of assurance" the words used by the 

_ lambeth Report of 1948: "We look forward hopefully and with longing to the 

Gay when there shall be full communion between the Church of South India and 


; ‘the Churches of the Anglican Communion." 
% 
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4 The consummation of the union of former Anglicans, Presbyterians, Methodists 
'and Congregationalists in the Church of South India in 1947 provided for an "interim 
_ period" of thirty years during which episcopally ordained and non-episcopally or- 

_ dained ministries would continue. The decision as to whether all ministers should 

_ be ordained by bishops after that time is left open. This controversial "thirty 


_ year period" has been eliminated in the "Scheme" for Church Union in Ceylon and the 
"Plan" for North India. 


- In Ceylon and North Indis/Pakistan, where it is proposed to unify the ministries 
with mutual laying on or hands trom the outset, an extremely positive reception has 
been given by the Lambeth bishops to the outlined bases of union. 


In both cases, according to the bishops on the committee, "what has been 
achieved is especially impressive in view of the number of the churches to be brought 
together, the variety of their polities, and the consequent complexity of the pro- 
‘blems involved". In Ceylon, Anglicans, Methodists, Baptists, Presbyterians and 
former Congregationalists now in the Church of South India are involved in the ne- 
gotiations. In North India the Church of the Brethren and the Disciples of Christ 
are participating, in addition to the churches involved in Ceylon. 


"No Anglican need entertain any doubt concerning the orthodoxy of the faith of 
the resulting churches", says the committee report. The theological thinking behind 
_ the proposals for unification of the ministries of the two new churches are "warmly 

approved". General assent is given to provisions for the rite of baptism and the 
theology of Christian initiation (implied by the acceptance of both infant and adult 
baptism with confirmation) in the new churches. The doctrines of Holy Communion are 
also endorsed. 


In a section on "relation to other churches" the provisions permitting ministers 
of churches in communion with the uniting bodies to celebrate worship in the new 
united churches are described as "a serious departure from Anglican practice", but 
the committee's report says that, bearing in mind the probably occasional character 
of such ministries and the right of particular congregations not to receive them for 
reasons of "conscience", the Churches of the Anglican Communion should "not have any 
hesitation in accepting the ministry of the resulting churches as fully accredited 
and in historic continuity with that of the undivided Church". 


. Important suggestions are made about the services for the unification of the 
Ministry. The purpose of the suggestions is to ensure that the liturgical form used 
should "be appropriate for its function of seeking from God that He will ‘endue each 
according to his need' with whatever of grace, gifts, character or authority may in 
the sight of God be needed for the office and order of ministry referred to". The 
North India and Pakistan proposals provide for consecration of new bishops, followed 
by commissioning of all bishops for the exercise of their office in the new church 
and episcopal commissioning of all presbyters. The Lambeth committee report recom- 
mends possible new forms of words and procedures to bring the consecration of new 
bishops and the subsequent commissioning of the bishops for their new work within 
the scope of a single act. A simple change of wording is suggested in the case of 


the Ceylon inauguration, with the same general intention. 


The Unity Committee's report is echoed in the resolutions of the whole confer- 
ence, generally approving both plans and specifically advising "the churches and pro- 
Winces of the Anglican Communion that they should be willing to enter into full 
Communion with the resulting Church of Lanka (Ceylon) on its inauguration", and with 
the North India and Pakistan Church "if the recommendations concerning the service 
_—" the unification for the ministry could be accepted". 

%. The Ceylon and North India/Pakistan plans are commended as a pattern for church 
_ wNion negotiations involving Anglicans in West Africa and other parts of the world. 
_ Uther sections of the committee's report deal with relations between Anglicans and 
‘esbyterians, Methodists, Roman Catholics, Eastern Orthodox, Old Catholics and 
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other churches. A resolution of the whole conference expresses thankfulness for 
the "formation, growth and achievements of the World Council of Churches" and 

"urges all the Churches and Provinces of the Anglican Communion to ensure that 
they are adequately represented in its counsels, take a full share in its work, 
and assume 4 just part of its financial responsibility ". 


ig the whole Lambeth Conference urged support for observance of the Week of 
Prayer for Christian Unity cach January, in the spirit and with the intentions 
‘of the late Abbé Paul Couturier of Lyon. The work is also promoted by the World 
Sie of Churches to further prayer for unity according to Christ's will and in 
His way. 


} The full text of these and all other resolutions and reports of the Lambeth 
Conference has been published by SPCK, London, and by Seabury Press, Greenwich, 
Conn., in the United States. E.P.S., Geneva 
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The hext_ issue of the Ecumenical Press Service will appear on October 3, 1958 
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Document 


Christian Concerns in Economic and Social Development .....* " 8 


Latin Church Conference Opens in France 


(Le Chambon-sur-Lignon) - Protestants in the Latin countries of Europe have been 
urged to "let the Gospel speak in its simplicity, nakedness and purity" in a 
speech by the general secretary of the World Council of Churches at a week-long 
conference of Protestant churchmen from six European countries opened in Le: Cham- 
bon-sur-Lignon, France. 


V. Addressing a public meeting on September 20, Dr. W.A. Visser 't Hooft told 
_ 80 delegates and 70 other participants that many of the Protestant churches in 
predominantly Roman Catholic countries were "poor and humble", but he added that 
they had "the immense advantage of being able to proclaim the simple and pure 
message of Christ alone". He told the Latin church leaders: "If other things are 
added to Christ they detract from the stature of Christ himself". 


Dr. Visser 't Hooft's appeal came at the end of an address on "A Single 
Christian Witness in a Divided World", In a running survey of the "spiritual 
climate" in five major areas he underlined the fact that the often mentioned 
East-West division was paralleled by a North-South rift between capitalised and 
undercapitalised peoples. He said that Christians were now rightly concerned 
about the very small amount done to bridge this gulf, which seemed to be widen- 
ing with the coming of atomic energy for peaceful purposes. 


is 274 


x The ee States of America , according to Dr. Visser 't Hooft, is today 
‘ marked by "a search for security in every realm". He said that US foreign pol- 
icy was explained by this quest, but that not enough long-range deep work had 
been done "to render atomic armament no longer necessary". 


Describing the spiritual problem of Asia as "syncretism" (the attempt to 
mix all religions into one), Dr. Visser 't Hooft said that statesmen in Asian 
countries were often very religious, but that they valued Christianity for its 
social and educational work and did not want it to convert people to the view 
that "there is One Name under heaven given among men whereby you must be saved", 


In Western Europe, where many people believe "history has exhausted its 
resources", the World Council's general secretary saw signs of new life in move- 
-ments for Bible study, new methods of evangelism, the spread of the lay rallies 
associated with Germany's Kirchentag movement and new contacts with the masses 
in places outside Europe such as Algeria. 


The situation in Eastern Europe was also referred to as giving signs of 
hope for the churches. Dr. Visser 't Hooft described the mentality of the Com- 
' Munist countries in Europe as "the twilight of political myths". He said that 
the force of Communism as an ideology with a hold on the young seemed to be 
nearly spent. 


_ Professor d'Espine Elected Chairman 


The conference opened officially on September 21 with the election of 

_ Professor Henri d'Espine of Geneva, Switzerland, as chairman. An opening service 
in the crowded local church of Le Chambon, seating 600 people, was conducted by 
Pastor Pierre Bourguet, president of the French Reformed Church. 


The conference was requested by the churches and has been supported by the 
World Council's Division of Inter-Church Aid and Service to Refugees. Present. 
are delegates from churches in France, Spain, Italy, Switzerland, Portugal and 
Belgium. 


Professor d'Espine told the Protestant representative on Sunday night that 
"our divisions invalidate our witness and do not follow the will of God". 


In an appeal to overcome the fragmentation of Protestant work, Professor 
_d'Espine of the theological faculty of the University of Geneva, 

saidz "We must speak about this without diplomacy and in brotherhood, and we 
Must pray to God to bring these divisions to an end". 


Pastor d'Espine described three positive tasks of Latin Protestant groupss 
evangelism, vindication of religious liberty and cooperation with Latin Protes- 
tant work outside Europe. E.°.S., Geneva 


_ Saxony Synod Changes Confirmation / Dedication Rules 


| (Dresden) - Children in Saxony who attend classes preparing them for the gov- 
-ernment-sponsored "youth dedication" services will also be able to receive 

- instruction in the Christian faith, according to a new provisional plan adopted 
by the synod of the Evangelical Lutheran Church in Saxony. 
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Under the new arrangement, general instruction in Christianity will be given 
separately from special preparation for confirmation and communion, Although the 
synod expressly reiterated that confirmation and youth dedication are incompat- 

_ ible, the new plan makes it possible for children who have taken part in the 
dedication to be admitted to confirmation. At least a year after participating 
in the ceremonies, a child who takes part in church life will be admitted to a 
\. three-months' course preparing all children for confirmation and communion. The 
- next confirmation service will be held on Palm Sunday 1959, and the preparatory 
_ course will begin in the middle of January. E.P.S., Geneva 


a 
(Antsirabe) - A council of churches, composed of churches and not mission 
societies, has been set up in Madagascar, replacing the Intermissionary Confer- 


ence. The new council instructed its continuation committee to apply for member- 
ship in the International Missionary Council. 


¥ 


4 


The groups involved are the Lutheran Church in Madagascar and the churches 
related to the London Missionary Society, the Paris Mission Society and the 
Friends Foreign Missionary Association. There are about 880,000 baptised members 


in the four bodies. E.P.S., Geneva 
Hi - 


_ East German Pastors Urged to Stay at Their Posts 


_ (Berlin) - The Council of the Evangelical Union Church has issued a communiqué b 
urging all pastors in Germany's East Zone to stay at their posts. ; 


i Following a meeting in Berlin last week, the council said it is "carefully 

_ examining the causes of pressure, both spiritual and material, which are tempt- 
ing many pastors to desert the congregations entrusted to their care. While fully 
understanding the human difficulties which arise in many pastors' homes because 
of the present situation, the council nevertheless confirms its view that a 

_ pastor cannot decide on his own initiative to desert his post without breaking 
the vows which he took at ordination". 


. The church council added that it is drafting a ruling on the “consequences 
_ of such decisions". 

v At the same time, the council said it regretted that conversations between 
council representatives and government officials last July had not had the exp- 
ected results (see EPS No. 30) and expressed the "strong hope" that the causes 


of friction between church and state would quickly be cleared up and removed. 
¥ E.P.S., Geneva 
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Australian Church Leaders Urge Inquiry 

_ (Sydney) - Australian church leaders have urged the Commonwealth Minister for 

_ Territories to set up an independent "Sudicial inquiry" into a recent clash bet- 
‘ween a tax-collecting patrol and villagers in Navuneram, New Britain, which res- 

ulted in two deaths and thirteen injuries (see EPS No. 34). . 


‘Mh A joint statement was forwarded to the government officials by the Austral- 


“dan Council of the World Council of Churches and the National Missionary Council, 
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_ seriously questioning "whether the general approach and the methods employed 


- toward the collection of the tax were rightly conceived and wisely implemented". 
a 


; Signers of the statement included Dr. H.W.K. Mowll, Anglican Archbishop of 
_ Sydney and president of the Australian Council of the WCC, and Bishop R.C. Kerle, 
honorary secretary of the National Missionary Council. E.P.S., Geneva 


_ Canadian Lutherans Consider Merger 

(Winnipeg) - The seven synods of Canadian Lutheranism are considering merging 
and withdrawing from their parent churches in the United States, following a 
Meeting this month in Winnipeg, Canada. 


y An organisational scheme for the proposed church has been outlined and Dr. 
Edward Krempin, treasurer of the Canada District of the American Lutheran Church, 
told the group that formation of a united Lutheran Church of Canada is financ- 
ially possible. There are 240,000 Lutherans in Canada. E.P.S., Geneva 


Scandinavian Bible Societies Hold Conference 


(Oslo) - Forty delegates from four Scandinavian countries attended a conference 
of Bible Societies in Oslo last month to review their work and study possibil- 
ities of distributing copies of the Scripture more widely. 


Among those present were Bishop Gudmundsson, chairman of the Icelandic Bible 
“Society, representatives of the British and Foreign Bible Society, the Nether- 

_ lands Bible Society, the Union of Bible Societies in Germany, and Mr. Olivier 
Béguin, general secretary, and the Rev. E.H. Robertson, study secretary, of the 
United Bible Societies. E.P.S., Geneva 


BCC Makes Plea for Racial Integration 


(London) - The churches cannot consent to limitation of immigration on grounds 
‘of colour, according to a statement from the Executive Committee of the British 
“Council of Churches. Meeting in London on September 17, the committee said it 
“was "shocked by the evidence of colour prejudice as one of the causes of recent 
disturbances involving coloured people in Great Britain". 


4 The churches, the statement continued, "have a responsibility to demonstrate 
their care for people from such areas as the West Indies, and to work for the 
eradication of attitudes based on fear, self-interest, suspicion or ignorance", 


e- "We recognise that much has already been done to integrate immigrants into 
‘the established community", the statement concluded, "and believe that, with 

_ willingness, understanding and perseverance on both sides, the integration which 
is desirable is also possible". E.P.S., Geneva 


_ Waldensian Synod Meets in Italy 


(Torre Pelice) - Two problems facing the Waldensian Church in Italy were spot- 
_ lighted at this year's synod meeting at Torre Pelice - the mass migration of 
members from the Piedmont mountains to the industrial centres and the increasing 
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Reports submitted to the synod said that there had been an alarming decline 
in church attendance because entire congregations iiad been broken up by the 
growing movement from farm to city. In an effort to help solve the problem the 
church has recently opened an agricultural school at Torre Pelice to help young 
farmers and a pamphlet urging people not to leave the villages will be distrib- 
uted to all Waldensians.The synod voted to grant a series of scholarships for 
theological study. 


In other action, the synod set up a Waldensian women's associations heard 
reports from southern Italy of high church attendance; learned that diiring the 
past year sixteen churches, two parish houses and two homes had been built or 

_ renovated; and were told that for the first time, Italian Protestants were able 
to exhibit their literature at a bookstall at the Milan Fair, 


Pastor Ermanno Rostan was named new moderator of the church, succeeding 
Pastor Achille Deodato. E.P.S., Geneva 


Minority Lutheran Church Leaders Meet in Poland i 
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(Gdynia) - Sixty Lutheran leaders from eighteen countries on both sides of the ie 
Iron Curtain attended a four-day meeting in Gdynia, Poland, this month, in what 

was called "a great step toward strengthening the common life of the churches in 

East and West". 


At the conference's closing session, Archbishop Jaan Kiivit of the Estonian 
Church said that for the isolated Lutheran churches it was of great importance 
that they had been given a chance to renew contacts, continue inter-church theol- 
Ogical discussions and share in the life of churches in other parts of the world. 


Present were representatives from Poland, Latvia, Estonia, Czechoslovakia, 
Yugoslavia, Austria, United Kingdom, Ireland, France, the Netherlands, Italy, 
Switzerland, Sweden, Norway, Denmark, Finland and West Germany. 


Conference lectures and discussions dealt with Creation in its relation to 
order, the Commandments, salvation, man's mission and the scientific view of 
hife,. E.P.oe, Geneva 
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(Berlin) - A visit to South Africa is a "shattering experience", according to 
Pastor Gerhard Brennecke of Berlin, director of the Berlin Missionary Society, 
just back from a six months! stay in Africa. 


Speaking at a press conference in Berlin this month, he said that because 
there is no respect for coloured people in South Africa there can be no perm- 
anent solution of the problem of co-existence of different races, One of the 
measures causing particular suffering to the coloured population in South Africa 
is the government's resettlement policy, he said. One of the results of this 
policy is the churches which stand empty because coloured people have had to — 
move. 


However, Dr. Brennecke said he was particularly impressed by the efforts of 
the churches in Africa to work out a Christian way of life that was really 
African and not just an offshoot of European church life. He cited the "extra- 
Ordinary" growth of church membership and said that in some places it had Ni 
increased 100 per cent since 1945. E.P.S., Geneva Ms 
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The newly finished First Greek Evangelical Church in Athens was consecrated 
" on September 7 as a climax to a celebration marking its centenary. Preacher for 
_ the service was Dr. G.T. Bellhouse, moderator of the Presbyterian Church of 
_ England. The congregation has been aided by a loan from the Ecumenical Church 
_ Loan Fund and by gifts from United States churches, through the Division of 
_ Inter-Church Aid and Service to Refugees of the World Council of Churches, 


Tate a 


Bishop Volkmar Herntrich, 49, of the Lutheran Church of Hamburg, and a 
member of the World Council of Churches! Central Committee, was killed on Sept- 
ember 14 near Nauen, East Germany, in an auto crash. He was on his way to a conf- 
erence of European Minority Lutheran Churches in Gdynia, Poland, when the accid- 
ent occurred. Bishop Herntrich also was a member of the Administrative Committee 
of the WC's Division of Inter-Church Aid and Service to Refugees. For many years 
‘prior to the beginning of 1958 he was president of the German YWCA, 


Seite 


: An organisation of pilots, members of the Assemblies of God, has been formed 

with thirty charter members. President of the Aero Felloship, the Rev. Emil 
Balliet, said that it will provide faster transportation for evangelists, mission- 
_ aries and ministers travelling for revivals, conventions and other church 
meetings. 


Thr 


The official film of the Lambeth Conference will be released this month. 
Directed and produced by Mr. Ray Kinsey for S.P.C.K., the film is in colour and 
‘runs for thirty-two minutes. Narration is by Mr. Leo Genn, the well-known actor. 
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| Dr. Samuel McCrea Cavert, former general secretary of the US Conference for 
the World Council of Churches, will deliver the William Henry Hoover Lectures on 
Christian Unity at the Disciples Divinity House of the University of Chicago. 
Dates for the four lectures on "The Road to Unity" are November 17-20. 


zsh MLS 


The first assembly of the Evangelical Lutheran Ambo-Kavango Church has been 
held at Engela, South West Africa. The new church is made up of former mission 
‘congregations of the Finnish Missionary Society. The assembly voted to apply for 
‘Membership in the Lutheran World Federation. 


* * 


Greek Orthodox Bishop Meletios of Paris, assisted by six priests of the 

_ Belgian Orthodox Church, celebrated the divine liturgy in the chapel of the Prot- 
estant Pavilion at the Brussels Exhibition. Present were members of the Greek 

_ diplomatic corps in Belgium, including the Greek ambassador, and clergy repres- 

Bee atives of the Greek Church and the Ecumenical Patriarchate in Istanbul. 


i. Mr. Charles Malik, Greek Orthodox layman of Lebanon who has been aetive in 
_ the work of the World Council of Churches, is the new president of the United 


Nation General Assembly, He was elected on September 16, 
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if Senior Zoltan Kardy of Pecs has been selected as the only candidate for 
bishop of the Southern District of the Hungarian Lutheran Church to succeed Dr. 
Lajos Ordass. He has been recommended by the district's church council, which 
urged the Hungarian government to approve his selection if he is named in an 
October election by the district's congregations. 


Sar Meat 


"The YMCAs of the World", a 207-page handbook, has just been published, 
describing each national YMCA movement, giving its history and present situation 
in its own national setting. 


rane 


After a four year struggle, it has been possible to show the American-made 
film, "Martin Luther", in Montevideo, Uruguay. Reports say it was well received 
both by the public and most of the critics. During the next few months it is 
planned to show the film in Buenos Aires, Santiago, Guatemala City and Mexico 
Oity. 

* % 


The National Assembly of Ghana has declared the Christian festivals of 
Christmas, Good Friday and Easter Monday as official holidays. 


ent eas 


German Djoris, Bishop of Zica, has been consecrated as the new Patriarch of 
_ the Serbian Orthodox Church and enthroned in Belgrade. The ceremony was attended 
_ by the bishops of the Serbian Church, He succeeds the late Patriarch Vikentije. 


alr 


The Very Rev. John Baillie, one of the presidents of the World Council of 
Churches, received an honorary degree of theology from the University of Jena in 
East Germany on its 400th anniversary. 


oh ha 


Jews who have become Christians have not “ceased to be Jews but remain an 

_ integral part of their people", according to a statement issued by the Executive 
Committee of International Hebrew Christian Alliance at a recent meeting in 
Switzerland. "Every member of the alliance regards himself as a Jew, loving the 
“nation from which he is proud to have sprung and pledged to its service. In part- 
- dicular Hebrew Christians in Israel declare themselves loyal in every way to the 

- state in which they live and to which they belong". 

i 3 ke 
Correction 

The recent seminar on Christians facing the problems of world peace, the studies 
on "the Biblical Approach to Peace" and the further discussions and consultation 
) reported in the September 5 iscue of the Ecumenical Press Service are sponsored 
ns) by the YWOA. ELPiSe’s Geneva 
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Document 


Christian Concerns in Economic and Social Development 


(Received by the Central /Committee of the World Council of Churches, Nyborg, 
Denmark, August 1958, commended to the Churches for study and appropriate action), 


The critical state of the struggle to accelerate the economic and social dev- 


elopment of the countries of Africa, Asia and Latin America, demands the attention 
of Christians everywhere. | 


Two-thirds of mankind are stirred by new hopes and quickening social change. 
Political, economic and social ferments, occasioned by Western technology and new 
awareness of the requirements of human dignity are at work in these societies. In 
this revolutionary situation the peoples should see the hand of God and in obed- 
_ience give new heed to the claims of justice and common humanity. Beneath all div- 
isions, men everywhere are brothers through the love of God, and have now become 
neighbours through knowledge given by God. There is in consequence a common resp-~ 
onsibility for economic and social development in the interest of a more genuine 
world community. While some useful first steps have been taken, the nations, and 
in their own field, the churches, are called by the greatness of the challenge to 
make a greater response, 


The basic fact is that most of the countries of Africa, Asia and Latin Amer- 
_ ica are desperately short of capital and technical skills, Only with substantial 
_ outside aid from the economically more developed countries in North America, Eur- 
Ope and Australasia can countries with soundly based development plans hope to 
Carry them through and avert the human disasters that will follow from their fail- 
ure, Though much has been done through various United Nations agencies, bilateral 
and multilateral programmes, colonial development schemes and private investment, 
_the response so far is insufficient. Far more needs to be done, more coherently 
and more persistently. 


At the same time, programmes of aid must be related to the stimulation of 
international trade, to problems of population growth, to indegenous educational 
ventures, and to many other elements of an economically sound society. 


Against this background, attention is drawn to the following vital pointss 


ml. Social and economic. progress require balanced programmes of social and econ- 
omic development including agriculture, industry, basic services, education 
and health programmes. Christians should be aware of the interrelationship 
of such programmes as well as sensitive to the effects on people of these 
vast changes. 


e. Economic assistance takes many forms. This variety has many advantages, but 
requires better correlation, preferably under United Nations auspices, so 
that assistance can be more rationally planned. With safeguards against mis- 
use, and can gain more dynamic public support. Regional development schemes 
may favour the kind of joint planning required for effective collaboration 
and mutual respect. 


3. . Far more grants and generous loans are essential. Contributing countries 
need to work out long-term policies for their assistance. If at least one 
per cent of the national income of countries were devoted to these purposes, 
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the picture would become much more hopeful. So that people can recognize 
their responsibilities and their failures, we need both at the international 
and at the governmental level a clear statement of what is being done and ~ 
how it is being done. 


. In pressing for further assistance we are aware that this raises a number of 
economic difficulties for contributing countries. It may require an increase 
in private savings for foreign investment and an increase in taxation where 
aid comes from public funds. Such assistance may also make it possible for a 
country to utilize to a greater extent its own productive capacity. As 
Christians, we call on nations to make the necessary adjustments in their ec- 


onomic policies. 


mr Trade and monetary policies of the more developed countries often have a 

| quite disproportionate effect on the ability of the less developed countries 
to carry out their development programmes. The former need to take fully in- 
to account the international effect of their policies. This particularly 
concerns their attitude to schemes for stabilizing commodity prices, whose 
instability is often crippling to under-developed countries. 


6. International private investment has an important role to play, and both 
receiving and contributing countries have to follow constructive policies so 
that such investment can be stimulated to share responsibly in the common 
task. 


7, Economic aid will be most effective only when there is honorable trusteeship 
in the administration of such developmental plans. Governments and their 
leaders should be scrupulously responsible in their relations to each other 
and realize the need of public confidence. 


There are special tasks confronting the Churches in the present situations 


& Christians should help to spread knowledge in their own countries about dev- 
elopment programmes and encourage a responsible attitude to them, 


Qualified individuals should be helped to find a vocation in work for econ- 
omic and social development with the understanding and dedication required. 


PS. Christian institutions in the economically less developed countries should 
review the technical services they provide, in the light of the requirements 
of a dynamic and balanced development programme. New Opportunities for 
Christian service in this field present a claim on the resources of church 


agencies. 


4, Of special importance is the ministry to those uprooted by rapid social 
change. The breakdown of family, tribal and community patterns is a challenge 
to Christian evangelism and service. The Christian churches in these areas 
need the prayers and support of the churches in other parts of the world. 


- ~We commend these concerns to the attention and earnest consideration of the 
churches, as they plan for the years ahead. E.P.eoe, Geneva 
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Swedish Church Accepts Ordination of Women 


(Malm) ~ The Church of Sweden has agreed to accept women as ordained ministers, 
Its Church Assembly decided on September 27, by a majority of 69 to 29, follow- 
ing an act of parliament that had previously caused fierce controversy within 
the church (see EPS Nos. 15, 27, 30 and 31). 


The minority voting against the acceptance of women was led by Bishop Bo 
Giertz and claimed that the measure was unscriptural. An attempt to find a 
"constitutional third way" to settle the controversy, with postponement of or- 
dination for two years, was led by Bishop Anders Nygren, who retires as head of 
the Lund diocese on October 1. The compromise plan was rejected, after being 
attacked in the assembly by some members of Swedish women's organisations, in- 
cluding the Church Council of Women and the YWOA. 


Although the debate lasted two days, observers said that few new points 
were raised. Elections to the Church Assembly early this summer changed its 
composition by naming new members who were in favour of ordaining women. 


In spite of earlier predictions that the strong opposition led by Bishop 
Ciertz would result in a “split” in the Church of Sweden (see EPS No. 27), Bishop 
Giertz spoke in the assembly with reserve and promised that, in spite of the 
passing of the measure, he would try to maintain the church's unity. He said, 
however, that he disliked having to work in a church that went “against scrip- . 


ture", 


. 


7” 


No. 36 -— October 3rd, 1958 -2- 283 


Although a report on the practice of churches in other parts of the world 
was Submitted by the WCC at the request of the Church of Sweden, ecumenical con- 
siderations did not play a large part in the discussion. Advocates of the or- 
dination of women said that the ecumenical situation indicated that each church 
should act on its own responsibility, while opponents argued that the present 


differences on the issue within the ecumenical movement favoured maintenance of 
the status quo. 


Under the new practice permitting ordination of women, no bishop, minister 
or congregation will be required to ordain women or receive women ministers 
against their conscientious convictions. Women requesting ordination will ap- 
ply to a bishop, who may or may not accept such applications. E.P.S., Geneva 


US Church Begins Desegregated Housing Project 


(Cleveland) - The United Church of Christ has announced plans for a nine million 
dollar experimental project in desegregated housing in a still-to-be-named city 
in the northern part of the United States. 


The project, voted by the church's Council for Christian Social Action, “is 
not aimed at block busting and pushing minorities" but rather at "an open market 
where people can buy homes in all areas of the city according to their economic 
ability to buy, without regard to race". 


"Careful preparation," the Rev. Chester L. Marcus, the council's race re- 
lations secretary, said, "will enable a community to stabilise property values 
and provide opportunities for new residents". Plans call for employing an "¢6x- 
pert professional leader" to work with the local council of churches in the 
chosen city, individual churches and members, and interested community agencies. 


The United Church of Christ was formed last year by a union of the Congre- 
gational Christian churches and the Evangelical and Reformed Church. 
K.P.S., Geneva 


Appeals Made for Pakistan, Brazil, Korea 


(Geneva) ~ Three appeals to aid flood and drought victims in various parts of 
the world have been issued by the Division of Inter-Church Aid and Service to 
Refugees of the World Council of Churches. 


Floods in West Pakistan have damaged more than 600 villages and affected 
13,000 families, according to cabled reports received from Karachi. 


In Brazil, a drought has "claimed the lives of several thousands of people, 
especially children", according to a report received from the Evangelical Con- 
federation there, and two million people are reported to be facing starvation. 
"The needs extend far beyond our abilities to supply within the country," the 
confederation said. 


The Division of Inter-—Church Aid and Service to Refugees also appealed for 
help to aid flood victims in Korea where a whole community of 15,000 refugees 
living in the Han River settlement north of Seoul lost their shacks and all 
their possessions in September. The mayor of Seoul has offered land for new 
refugee housing and help is needed to finance the project. B.P.S., Geneva 


plans last June for founding a French- 
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Plans Announced for United linisterial Training in Africa 


(Dahomey, French vest Africa) ~ Plans for opening a united theological college 


in 1961 for French West Africa and Togoland have been made by representatives of 
the Evangelical and Methodist churches there. 


Other missions in the two countries are being invited to attend a meeting 
in the Ivory Coast next year to make further plans for the college. Training 
will be at pre-university level,’ and it. will: be possible for some students to 
continue their study at a proposed university level: Faculty at Yaoundé in the 
Cameroons. Nine churches from six French-speaking African territories announced 
speaking theological institution to serve 
all of French-speaking Central and West Africa (see EPS No. 28). 


E.P.S., Geneva 


United Church of Canada Discusses Presbyterian Merger 
ace ener RSNA EENECognmnoaee anes omeres renee SS era tne 


(Ottawa) - The General Council of the United Church of Canada has been directed 
to turn its attention toward possible union with the Presbyterian Church in 
Canada after council delegates heard reports that an "unmistakable apathy" ex- 
ists toward merger of the United Church and the Anglican Church. 


The repart to the General Council at its meeting in September in Ottawa 
said that the "time has come when the Anglican Church should make it plain 
whether it really wishes to continue these conversations or whether it now de- 
sires to terminate them", Union discussions between the two bodies were star- 
ted fifteen years ago. Turning to the possibility of union with the Presby- 
terian Church, the council pointed out that it was "a sister church", The Pres- 
byterians stayed out of the union with the Methodists and Congregationalists in 


1925 when the United Church was formed, but about 70 per cent of the Presbyterian 


congregations in Canada have joined in the merger. 


In other action, the council renounced war "as an instrument of national 
policy", and called for the Canadian Committee on the Church and International 
Affairs to "press for an international agreement halting all nuclear tests on 


the grounds that they endanger the healthy survival of the human race", 


The Rt. Rev. Angus J. llacqueen has been elected moderator of the United 
Church. The youngest moderator in his church's history, he has been pastor of 
First-St. Andrew Church in London, Ontario. E.P.S., Geneva 


Missouri Synod in Canada Sets Up Independent Church 


(Winnipeg) - The first independent Lutheran Church was set up in Canada in 
September by the withdrawal of the 73,000 members of the Missouri Synod in Cana- 
da from their parent body in the United States. 


Officials of the church said the new group would, temporarily, receive 


_ trained pastors, funds and education materials from the United States church, 


but complete self-support is the goal. The ilissouri Synod decision to set up 


- @ New church followed a meeting of the seven synods of Canadian Lutheranism (see 
EPS No. 35) to discuss establishing a united lutheran church, There are 240,000 
_Iutherans in Canada. E.P.S., Geneva 


{ 
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seventy-Five at WSCF Training Course in Africa 


(Aburi, Ghana) - About 75 persons took part last month in the first Leadership 
Training Course in Africa to be sponsored by the World's Student Christian Fed- 
eration. Discussion topics included "Witnessing to Christ in University, Col- 
lege and School", "The Church and the Student Christian Movement" and "The World 


and the University". The purpose of the course was to train African leaders 
for the Student Christian Movement, 


The meetings were held at the Presbyterian Teachers’ Training College in 
Aburi, and representatives were present from Dakar, Sierra Leone, Ivory Coast, 
Ghana, Nigeria, Togoland, Dahomey, the French Cameroons, Gabon and South Africa. 
It was announced that Miss Inga~Brita Castrén of Finland has been named WSCF 
secretary for Africa, E.P.S., Geneva 


Danish Baptists in US Vote to Disband 


(Clarks Grove, ilinnesota) - The 2,250-member Danish Baptist General Conference 
of America has voted to disband and the denomination's 83 churches have been 
welcomed into the American Baptist Convention. 


Danish Baptist work in the United States began in 1856 among Danish immi- 
grants, but in recent years it has been rare for services in the churches to be 
conducted in Danish and many local churches already belonged to the American 
convention. H.P.S., Geneva 


Ecumenical Scholarship Programme Announced 


(Geneva) - Applications for 140 ecumenical scholarships should be received be- 
tween January 1 and March l, according to an announcement from the Scholarship 
Committee of the World Council of Churches! Division of Inter-Church Aid and 
Service to Refugees. 


Designed to "strengthen the common life and ecumenical consciousness of 
the churches", the programme is open to men and women preparing for full-time 
Christian service and who have completed most of their basic theological study: 
pastors and candidates for the ministry, and persons preparing for other forms 
of full-time employment in the Church, or related organisations. 


Applications must be received in Geneva before January 1 for places in Can- 
ada and the United States, before February 1 for places in European countries 
and before March 1 for places in Asia and for the Graduate School of the WEC's 
Ecumenical Institute. 


Also available are a limited number of World Council Fellowships, intended 
primarily for young theological professors or advanced students, 
BE.P.S., Geneva 


In Brief 


The cornerstone for the $20,000,000 Interchurch Centre in New York City 
will be laid on October 12. Scheduled for completion by December 1, 1959, the 


building will house many denominational and interdenominational church agencies, 
4 
i Conference for the World Council of Churches. 


including the National Council of the Churches of Christ in the USA and the US 
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Dr. G.K.A. Bell, former Bishop of Chichester and the honorary president of 
the World Council of Churches, is reported to be seriously ill at Canterbury, 
England. 


ve 


A series of monthly radio dramas on the life of Christ has been broadcast 
over the Malayan government radio network by the Malayan Christian Council. 
Chinese, Indian and European Christians took part in the series, "The Man Born 
to Be King’. 


yee 


The number of Jehovah's Witnesses in Communist countries has doubled in 
the last ten years, according to a report made to 12,000 Witnesses attending a 
meeting in Berlin. The report added that the growth was despite the fact that 


2,000 men and 1,000 women members had been arrested in the East Zone of Germany — 
Since 1950. 


uh 


Miss Ruth Black, World Council of Churches! Service to Refugees senior 


field representative in Beirut, Lebanon, has been awarded the Order of the Church 


of the Holy Sepulchre by the Greek Orthodox Patriarchate of Jerusalem. The 
award was made at a ceremony marking the dedication of a refugee project at 
Hadath, near Beirut. 


aaa 


The General Synod of the Lutheran Church in Madagascar has approved the 
proposed membership of the new Madagascar Christian Council in the International 
Missionary Council (see EPS No. 35). The Lutheran Church, with 208,000 mem- 
bers, is the third largest non-Roman Catholic denomination in Madagascar. 


x % 

The third in a series of Protestant-Catholic talks on publicity questions 
has been held at the Evangelical Academy of Tutzing, Germany. The meeting was 
greeted by Bishop Hanns Lilje of Hannover and by Roman Catholic Bishop Kampte 


of Limburg, who called division between the confessions "a red-hot iron which 
still causes suffering" and expressed hope for better understanding. 


* * 


A campaign of evangelism and healing conducted by American evangelist T.L. 


‘Osborn has been criticised in Dutch church circles. The national health in- 
-spector at Grdéningen and Drente, who attended two meetings, described the evan- 


gelist's "healings" as "extremely controversial and impossible to prove". 
x % 
Correction: (Moscow) - In the list of representatives who took part in 
the conversations between the Moscow Patriarchate and the WCC in August (see 


EPS No. 32), Michael of Smolensk should have been listed as Bishop and not as 
Archbishop. E.P.S., Geneva 
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Special Report 


. Latin European Protestants Ask for Fuller Unity 


Righty officially-appointed delegates from Protestant churches in six 
Latin countries of Europe have agreed that "unity between our churches and evan- 
gelical groups must be made a reality everywhere and as fully as possible. Our 
hope," went on the official statement on "Unity", adopted in closing sessions 
of the conference of Latin countries! Protestant churches at Le Chambon-sur- 
Lignon, France, "is that as this unity is realised among us, it may have reper- 
cussions in territories abroad where our churches undertake missionary work". 


The statement began by affirming that real unity had already been given to 
the churches in Jesus Christ, and that ways of manifesting it had to be found. 


The delegates affirmed that the existence of divisions could only "invalidate 
our witness". 


Drawing attention to the fact that the factors dividing the churches were 
also present within individual Christian groups in each country, the conference 
called for each church and group to stand ready to abandon some of its "sover- 
eignty" for the sake of deeper unity. 


An appeal was made for churches and evangelistic agencies from abroad to 
send missionaries into Latin countries only by agreement with the churches and 
groups in the country where they intend to start work. 


The conference, which brought more than 150 churchmen to Le Chambon, was 
requested by the churches, and was supported by the Division of Inter—Church Aid 
and Service to Refugees of the World Council of Churches. Present were re 


Iwesentatives from churches in France, Spain, Italy, Switzerland, Portugal and 
Belgium (see EPS No. 35). 


The conference adopted resolutions arising out of the statement, expressing 
dissatisfaction with the "ecclesiastical status quo" in Latin countries, and 
calling for the working out of methods of closer united action. "We undertake 
to work ceaselessly," said one resolution, "in our respective countries, for 
any closer contact, any understanding, any coordination, and, if possible, any 
federation or union, of a kind that will make our spiritual unity a public reali- 
ty; and we give this understanding because 'we have all been baptised into one 
Spirit to form one Body'." 


After taking similar undertakings about cooperating more fully with each 
other across national frontiers, the delegates agreed to establish a continua- 
tion committee which will meet from time to time and act as a centre for ex change 
of information and a review of progress. Consisting of one representative from 
- Belgium, Italy, Portugal, Franch, Spain and Switzerland, the committee will have 
the right to accept nominated substitutes in place of delegates and will be re- 
sponsible for arranging future meetings. 


Members of the committee are Dean Jean Cadier, Montpellier, France, Monsieur 
Emile J. Molinghen of Belgium, Professor Giorgio Peyrot, Rome, Italy, Pastor Iuiz 
C.R. Pereira, Portugal, Pastor Humberto Capo, Mallorca, Spain, and Pastor Robert 
Cand, Neuchatel, Switzerland. Professor Cadier, of the theological faculty at 
Montpellier, was elected chairman of the committee. Montpellier will be the 
committee's address. 
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A-warning was issued against "the spirit of denominational competition" in 
evangelism, which "has in view as a first aim the numerical growth of one's ow 
denomination", but the conference added that it was important for "everyone 
reached by the evangelical message to be led to a community of his owm choice, 
where his awakening faith may be strengthened and sustained", 


According to the conference, every effort should be made to overcome the 
obstacles to church union presented by factors of small doctrinal importance. 
When such obstacles could not be overcome, the delegates said that every effort 


should still be made for better understanding and cooperation between divided 
Christian groups. 


The statement of the conference closed by saying: "All of us are resolved 
to submit our existing structure at all times to the authority of Jesus Christ, 
to look at it again in terms of our missionary cohesion, and not to permit our 


ecclesiastical susceptibilities to interfere with the work God wills to carry 
out", 


In Other Action 


 enenietadeterenemenenenmen eames ee 


Other statements were issued by the conference on Evangelism, Religious 
Liberty, Protestant-Roman Catholic Relations and Christian Service. 


After issuing a caution against the kind of evangelism in Latin lands that 
is "often conceived as polemic proselytism animated by a kind of spiritual pride 
and by oversimplified conceptions of Roman Catholicism", the evangelism declara- 
tion noted the temptations of Christian division, excessive "individualism" , 
self-absorption and resort to "specialists", 


Among demands included in a statement on religious liberty was a request 
for legislation and administrative practice to be brought in line with the pro- 
visions of national constitutions dealing with this subject. The implied refer- 
ence is to existing situations in Italy, Spain and Portugal, where Protestants 
have sought full constitutional rights for some years. Specific allusion is 
made to employment, marriages and freedom to choose forms of religious instruc- 
tion. Full legal rights and status are also sought for church bodies. 


A much-debated report on Roman Catholic-Protestant relations reaffirms the 
vocation of Latin Protestants to "bring to our contemporaries the message of the 
Gospel in a spirit stripped of all sterile polemic and upheld by true love". 


A report on Christian Service dealt with the concerns of the Division of 
Inter-Church Aid and Service to Refugees of the WCC, which supported the con- 
ference. In an introductory speech on the theme, Dr. Henri Ochsenbein, direc- 
tor of home mission for the Strasbourg Evangelical Society, emphasised that no 
theological faculties in Latin countries have full-time teachers in Christian 
Social service. E.P.S., Geneva 
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Bishop Bell, WCC Honorary President, Dies 


(Canterbury) - G.K.A. Bell, former Anglican Bishop of Chichester, England, and 
Honorary President of the World Council of Churches since 1954, died at Canter- 
bury, England, on October 3. 


The general secretary of the World Council of Churches, Dr. W.A. Visser 't 
Hooft, has issued a statement on behalf of the council, which includes 171 Prot- 
estant, Orthodox and Anglican churches in more than fifty countries. 


The statement said: 


"Bishop George Bell, who had been Bishop of Chichester from 1929 till the 
beginning of this year, died yesterday at Canterbury at the age of 75. In him 
the ecumenical movement’ loses one of its great pioneers who gave consecrated 
and uninterrupted service to the cause of Christian cooperation and unity for 
nearly forty years. 


"As chaplain to Archbishop Randall Davidson of Canterbury, he had been well 
prepared for his task. In 1925, when he was Dean of Canterbury, he took a 
leading part in the Stockholm Conference on Life and Work. Soon the Universal 
Christian Council for Life and Work made him its chairman. In that capacity 
he took far-reaching initiatives. He was one of the first to see the importance 
. 6f the German Church conflict and gave strong spiritual backing to the Confessing 
- Church in its struggle for Christian freedom over against national socialism. 


Sa. eT 
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"The bishop was also a strong defender of the refugees. In the second 
world war his speeches - many of which were made in the House of Lords — were a 
constant reminder that, especially in time of war, the Christian conscience must 
be awake. His protests against obliteration bombing or against a revengeful at- 
titude to the whole German people cost him a good deal of his popularity, but 
many saw after the war that he had been right 


"Bishop Bell had taken a considerable part in the process of formation of 
the World Council of Churches. In 1948 he was chosen as the first chairman of 
its Central Committee - a post which he held till 1954 when he became the coun- 


cil's Honorary President, continuing, however, to attend its meetings and taking 
an active part in its life. 


"He was equally concerned with the unity of the Church and with its task in 


the world. He presided over commissions on unity at two Lambeth Conferences, 


and published the four volumes of "Documents on Christian Unity". But his war- 
time speeches carry the significant title: "The Church and Humanity". He was 


always ready to intervene for those who were persecuted or suffering from injus- 
tice. 


"Bishop Bell's sermon in Odense Cathedral, Denmark, in August, on the occa- 
Sion of the tenth anniversary of the World Council of Churches, was his last pub- 
lic utterance. That sermon was on the text: ‘We are unprofitable servants’. 


"The World Council loses in him its most beloved leader who had done more 
than anyone to create that new spirit in and between the churches of which the 
World Council is the living embodiment." 


The funeral service was held in Canterbury on October 7. A memorial service 
for Bishop Bell was held on Friday, October 10, in the Cathedral at Chichester, 
and on Tuesday, October 14, the British Council of Churches has arranged a memori- 
al service in London at St. Martin's~in-the-Fields. Dr. Visser 't Hooft will 
give the address and the Archbishop of Canterbury will pronounce the blessing. 

E.P.S., Geneva 


seventh Graduate School Begins at Bossey 


(Geneva) - Forty-two students, the largest enrolment on record, are taking part 
in the Graduate School of Ecumenical Studies, which opened on October 2 at the 

Ecumenical Institute of the World Council of Churches, at Bossey, just outside 

Geneva, Switzerland. 


This year's students, who come from 21 nations and represent 11 denominations, 
will focus their attention on "The Roman Catholic World", including problems of 
ecclesiology and of missiology and missionary practice. Also under discussion 
will be the attitude of the Roman Catholic Church towards the ecumenical movement. 


Included among the guest lecturers this term will be a Roman Catholic, Prof. 
J.G.M, Willebrands, of Warmond, Holland, and Waldensian Professor Giovanni Miegge 
of Rome. Other lecturers include Dr. Marc Boegner of Paris, president of the 
French Protestant Federation, and Professor H.C.W. d'Espine of Geneva, president 
of the Swiss Protestant Church Federation. 


Students enrolled in the school represent Lutheran, Disciple, Anglican, Con- 
gregational, Methodist, Presbyterian and Reformed, Orthodox, Baptist, Unitarian, 
Syrian Orthodox churches and the Church of South India. The largest group of 
Students - eleven — comesfrom the United States. There are six enrolled from 
Germany and five from the United Kingdom. Other countries represented are 
France, Formosa, Canada, Greece, Netherlands, South Africa, Sweden, Cuba, Finland, 
Ceylon, Switzerland, the Cameroons, Spain, Cyprus, Madagascar, Denmark, India 


and Ethiopia. 
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The students, joined by WCC starr members and officials from the University 
of Geneva, gathered in the chapel at Bossey for opening worship on October 2, and 
heard a sermon by Dr. Nick Nissiotis, new assistant director of the institute. 

He warned the students that they would be “tempted and scandalised" for four and 
a half months, but that "we have come to be mutually creative. It is a very 


difficult task. It requires our openness to the same Holy Spirit Who is the 
unifying power," he concluded. 


During a classroom session, the semester officially got under way as Dr. 
Wolf, Professor Jacques Courvoisier, Rector of the University of Geneva, and Dr. 
Visser 't Hooft welcomed the students to Bossey. B.P.S., Geneva 


CCTA Director Speaks on Far Bast Crisis 


(Toronto) - The off-shore islands of Quemoy and Matsu "should not be permitted to 
continue as a thorn in the side of peace if the People's Republic of China agrees 
to seek its objectives by peaceful means", Dr. 0. Frederick Nolde, director of 
the Commission of the Churches on International Affairs, said on September 29 in 
Toronto, Canada, at a meeting of the United Lutheran Church Women. 


"It must now be clear," he said, "that the maintenance of military power on 
Quemoy not only serves no useful military purpose but also creates an untenable 
and therefore all the more terrifying occasion for a world war." 


Pointing out that his comments did not represent the official position of 
the CCIA, the World Council of Churches or the International Missionary Council, 
Dr. Nolde said that he believed "they reflect opinions widely held by Christians 
in the ecumenical fellowship". 


"The principle must be accepted by all parties concerned that expansion, 
whether territorial or ideological, skall not be sought by military force or the 
threat thereof," he continued. 


Dr. Nolde said that the fact that negotiations have been going on 
is "encouraging", and urged that they "be continued at whetever 
level and through whatever agency offers promise of agreement". All governments, 
he added, "intermediate and smaller, should seize every reasonable opportunity 
to stimulate continued negotiation and the necessary accommodation of positions. 
For all governments, while not directly involved, are directly concerned in a 
Situation which carries the threat of enlarged war." 


The CCIA executive pointed out that a "cease-fire should be urgently sought, 


a although a de facto cease-fire may represent a first advance. All parties should 


Bg 


equitably repudiate the use of force as a means of gaining new territory or of 
regaining previously held territory. Such repudiation in no sense rules out 
the assertion of claims by peaceful methods." E.P.S., Geneva 


Cameroons Churches Consider Progress of Social Change Study 


(Douala) ~ Study groups of pastors and laymen will be set up in leading towns in 
the Cameroons to "bring a united Christian witness", according to plans made last 
month at a conference held in Douala to consider the study on "Christian Respon- 
sibility in Areas of Rapid Social Change", sponsored by the World Council of 
Churches. 


The conference also expressed the hope that the church would grow increasing- 
ly aware of its spiritual responsibility for youth, and proposed that the churches 
appoint and pay qualified youth leaders. At the same time, the conference dele- 
gates suggested a joint programme to train women for social work and also asked 


for a study to be made on the economic and social causes of polygamy. 
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Other subjects discussed by the representatives of Baptist, Evangelical and 
Presbyterian churches included the role of the Church in the Cameroons, economic 
development and rural life, women in the Church, social and moral problems of 
the city, the development of Christianity in the villages of the Batouri area 
and church unity. B.P.S., Geneva 


1959 Kirchentag Preparations Under Way 


(Munich) - More than 50,000 persons are expected to attend all the sessions of 
the ninth German Kirchentag, scheduled for August 12 to 16 in Munich, according 
to the preparatory committee which has just been set up. 


Dr. Hans Meinzolt, committee chairman, said that about sixty addresses will 
be given in eleven different study groups considering current questions of faith 
and the Church. leaders in science, industry and government will speak to twen- 
ty-two "committees-of-experts" during the week, Between 500,000 and 600,000 
persons are expected to attend some of the Kirchentag meetings, and there will 
be special theatrical productions, concerts, lectures and exhibitions. 

E.P.S., Geneva 


Canadian Church Denies Ties Cut With Missouri Synod 


(Waterloo, Canada) - The Canadian churches in the Lutheran Church-Missouri Synod 
have not cut their ties with the synod, according to the Rev. Walter 0. Rathke, 
president of the Ontario District (see EPS No. 36). 


Three of the church's Canadian districts were reorganized into "The Lutheran 
Church in Canada", he explained, to establish eligibility for charter status in 
Canada. "This new organization in no way alters our present status with the 
Missouri Synod," Mr. Rathke said, and added that a similar pattern of organiza- 
tion had been used by Missouri Synod districts in England and Brazil. 


Church officials emphasized that the formation of the Lutheran Church in 
Canada by the Missouri Synod churches would not stand in the way of further dis- 
cussions with other Lutheran bodies in Canada. E.P.S., Geneva 


World YWCA Leaders Meet in Greece 


(Athens) - Seventy young YWCA leaders from twenty-nine nations attended the fourth 
World YWCA Membership Conference last month in Athens, Greece, to exchange pro- 
gramme information, study the aims of the World YWCA and to discuss ways the YWCA 


can become more effective. 

Speakers included Mr. Pierre Frangois of UNESCO and Dr. D. Economou of the 
Greek Prime Minister's office. The Hon Isabel Catto, World YWCA president, was 
among the participants. E.P.S., Geneva 


In Brief 


The House of Bishops of the Anglican Convocation of Canterbury has asked the 
Archbishop of Canterbury to form a Committee of the Convocation to study recent 
proposals for Anglican-Presbyterian unity in England and Scotland. The bishops 
suggested formation of a group of laymen to work with the committee and asked ~ 
for new conversations between the churches concerned to clarify the issues and 
try to achieve fuller unity (see EPS No. 18, 1957). 

* * f 
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A book on "The Theory and Practice of the Ecumenical Movement" has appeared 
in Japanese. Professor Paul M. Suzuki, of St. Paul's University, Tokyo, traces 
the history of Christian divisions, the ecumenical movement since the Protestant 
Reformation, and problems of worship and ordination. 


wae 


The first issue of the "Bulletin" of the Institute of Coptic Studies in 
Cairo, Egypt, has just come off the press. Articles in French, English and Ara- 
bic are included in the issue, on the subjects of Coptic monasticism, the cult 
of St. Anthony, Coptic music, the development and revision of the Coptic calendar 
and Christian education in the early Coptic church. 


Ht 


Dr. Nick A. Nissiotis, 33, of the Greek Orthodox Church, has begun his duties 
as assistant director of the World Council of Churches' Ecumenical Institute near 
Geneva, Switzerland. Dr. Nissiotis, who was a tutor at the institute in 1956-57, 
has a bachelor of divinity degree in Greek Orthodox theology and a doctor of divin- 
ity degree in Greek Orthodox theology and a doctor of divinity degree from the 
University of Athens. He has studied under Emil Brunner and Karl Barth and at 
the St. Thomas Aquinas Philosophical Institute in Louvain, Belgium, and holds a 
bachelor of divinity degree in scholastic philosophy. 


* * 
Miss Anna-Greta Stjarme, 31, of the Swedish Evangelical Mission, was murdered 
by bandits near Addis Ababa, Ethiopia, last month. Miss Stjarne had just return- 


ed to Ethiopia after a year's furlough in Sweden to begin her second five-year 
term. 


cio Es 


Dr. Rudolf Bultmann, well-known professor emeritus of New Testament at the 


University of Marburg, Germany, has been appointed visiting professor in the De- 


partment of Bible and Religion at Syracuse (New York) University for the second 
semester of the 1958-59 academic year. 


a ee 5 


More than $20,000 has been sent to drought victims in northwestern Brazil 
through Church World Service, relief arm of the National Council of Churches in 
the USA (see EPS No. 36). 


%* * 


Two church groups, one in Canada and one in the United States, have urged 
recognition of Communist China. The General Council of the United Church of 
Canada asked the Canadian government to recognize Red China, and went on record 
as favouring its admission to the United Nations. At the same time, a group of 
Methodist pastors and laymen from ten Western states, Alaska and Hawaii, also 
urged the admission of Communist China to the UN. 


* * 


Closer cooperation between Protestants and Roman Catholics in the German 


‘Democratic Republic has been advocated by the participants at a meeting between 


Protestant and Roman Catholic journalists, at the Evangelical Academy in Tutzing. 
They agreed that the situation in East Germany is so serious that all the forces 
of Christianity must unite to oppose the "myths" of the Communist regime. The 
group urged intercessory prayer for the pastors and church workers who are in 
prison, and suggested that Protestants and Roman Catholics cooperate when pre- 
paring for large church gatherings in the DIR. E.P.S., Geneva 


~ 
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special Report 
Presbyterians Plan 400th Anniversary Celebrations 


(Geneva) - A fresh look at the Reformation and a renewed dedication to its con- 
tinual challenge will unite more than 45,000,000 Christians in member churches 

of the World Presbyterian Alliance in next year's opening of "The Reformed and 

Presbyterian Jubilee, 1959-1960". 


Centred in the celebration of major historical anniversaries in Europe, the 
Jubilee will include pilgrimages, public pageants, special sessions of high church 
courts and city-wide festivals in such cities as Paris, Edinburgh and Geneva. 


; A determination to make the Jubilee more than another in a series of histori- 

cal birthdays marks the plans under consideration at the Geneva headquarters of 

_ the World Presbyterian Alliance and in the committees of the member churches most 

closely connected to Jubilee events. A world Day of Prayer and Dedication next 

May 31 will set the theme for the entire Jubilee period. Special services in 

; the congregations of all member churches, as well as an ecumenical service in the 
Cathedral of St. Pierre in Geneva, will mark the date. In study groups, private 
devotions and service projects the Jubilee participants will enter into an exami- 
nation of their Reformed heritage, testing the loyalty of their own denomination 
to the principles contained in the historical events, and determining the future 
course of their Reformed discipleship. 


The churches in the homelands of the individual historical anniversaries 
will be responsible for the various national celebrations, with the Geneva offices 
of the Alliance serving as a channel for informing the entire membership of the 
programme and producing materials for the use of the churches. In France the 
400th meeting of the National Synod of the French Reformed Church will convene 
in Paris on May 27, following a pilgrimage to the city of Noyon, marking the 450th 
year since the birth of John Calvin. The Paris Synod will recall the courageous 
meeting in the French capital of the first National Synod in 1559, when such a 
public gathering in a stronghold of Roman Catholicism demanded an extreme measure 
of dedication to the Reformation. 


On the following Sunday, May 31, the centre of the European celebrations 
moves to Geneva for the St. Pierre observance of the Day of Prayer and Dedication. 
On June 1 in Geneva the newly-restored Calvin "Auditoire" (Knox Chapel) will be 
dedicated in a service to which all Alliance members will be invited to send dele- 
gates and participants. The "Auditoire" was the home of the English-speaking 
congregation of which John Knox was pastor during the persecution of Protestants 
under Queen Mary. It was also used by Calvin as a lecture centre, and was used 
by some of the early classes of the Academy opened by Calvin in 1559 for the train- 
_ ing of leaders for "the Church and the civil government". The Academy, which 
_ provided a large number of leaders for the European Reformation, is looked upon 

as the forerunner of the University of Geneva, which will celebrate its 400th 
anniversary in connection with the Geneva portion of the Jubilee. The City of 
Geneva, deeply aware of the importance of the Reformation for the history of the 
community and of Switzerland as a whole, will also participate in the celebration, 
which will last through June 6. The historic Swiss tradition of offering a haven 
for the persecuted and the 400th anniversary of Calvin's becoming a citizen of 
Geneva will be a theme of the civic celebration. An additional event to be 
marked during this portion of the Jubilee is the 400th anniversary of the publi- 
cation of Calvin's definitive edition of The Institutes of the. Christian Religion, 


still the comerstone of the theology of the Reformed and Presbyterian churches. 


i. 


The Institutes will not be the last Reformation document to receive new 
attention from the Jubilee celebrations. In Germany and elsewhere churches of 
Reformed background will be preparing for the 400th anniversary of the publica- i 
tion of the Heidelberg Catechism, which will fall early in the 1960s. coe | 
the Geneva festival and the Heidelberg anniversary the attention of the Alliance 
ct 
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membership will tum to Scotland, where the 400th anniversary of the Reformation 
of the Church of Scotland will be celebrated in 1960. The mother church of Pres- 
byterianism in the English-speaking world, the Church of Scotland, plans an Octo- 
ber 1960 special meeting of its General Assembly, which will mark the significance 


of the 1560 Reform. Parish and presbytery celebrations will also be taking place 
in Scotland during the anniversary year, 


The World Presbyterian Alliance will make available to its members a docu— 
mentary film on the history of the Reformed tradition. Beginning with the human- 
ist and Zwinglian periods of the Reformation, the film will depict the expansion 
of the renewed Church across Europe and the world, as well as the modem dedica- 
tion to mission and ecumenism that characterizes the Reformed family. Produced 
y in Paris by the firm of "Films Roger Leenhardt", the film will keynote the Jubilee 

theme of modem challenge in the light of historical development. The Leenhardt 
producing group, known throughout Europe for their ability to make documentary 
material come to life for modern audiences, this year continued their record of 
winning major awards as their productions received two first-division medals in 
the Venice Film Festival. First-place awards by the French film critics and by 
last year's Cannes Festival judges are indications of the talent that led the 
_ French government to select Leenhardt to make the films being shown at the French 
exhibit at the Brussels Pair. 


~The film itself, as well as other material for the Jubilee, will bring to 
the attention of the Reformed family major Reformation triumphs that are often 
little known outside Europe. Chief among these will be the Reformation in Eastern 
_ Europe. A pilgrimage to Hungary, home of the 2,000,000—-member Reformed Church 
of Hungary, is being planned. An additional 1,000,000 Hungarian-speaking Reform-— 
ed Christians live outside the borders of that nation, and Poland, Czechoslovakia, 
Rumania and Yugoslavia are also centres for active Reformed churches. 
B.P.S., Geneva 


Recent Periodical 


EE Fh a rR NRE ee aE ml 


The Student World 


The recent issue of "The Student World", quarterly magazine of the World's 

_ Student Christian Federation, is based on the Quadrennial Congress of the British 
‘SCM held in Edinburgh, Scotland, in April, under the title "Life for the World". 
It contains two addresses by Dr. D.T, Niles, chairman of the federation, on "Jesus 
Christ Is Life" and "His Life Is Liberty", and the address of Dr. W.A, Visser 't 

_ Hooft, general secretary of the World Council of Churches, on "Life Through the 
Church". Other speeches included are "Where Is Science Taking Us?", by John 
_Wren-Lewis, "A Dying and a Rising Life", by George F. MacLeod, and "Christians 

_ and Economic Progress", by Denys L. Munby. 

In the "Student World Chronicle" there is an article on "College Desegrega- 


tion in the Southern United States", and the number also contains a staff travel 
diary on the Middle East and the usual book review section. E.P.S., Geneva 
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WCC Committee sends Message of Sympathy to Caritas 


(Geneva) - A message of sympathy "to you and your church" in the death of 
‘His Holiness Pope Pius XII was sent to CARITAS, international Roman Catholic 
relief organisation, by the Administrative Committee of the Division of 
Inter-Church Aid and Service to Refugees of the World Council of Churches, 
in session October 8 and 9 in Geneva, Switzerland. 


The WCC committee said it "rejoices in the many opportunitics of 
© cooperation with CARITAS and its related“agencies in service to refugees 
» and in the ministry of relief" and "desires t> express its sympathy to 
you and your church in the loss which has been sustained". 


During its two-day session the eleven-member committee heard that 
funds are still needed for the Old Believers, a group of Russian Orthodox 
agriculturists which the council's Service to Refugees is resettling in 


ca Brazil. 


a. A total of 7,072 refugees have been helped to find new homes so far 
: _ this year by the Service to Refugees and it was estimated that the total 


for 1958 would be about 10,000. 
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The Administrative Coumittee urced Support for appeals which have been 
made to aid flood victims in ‘est Pakistan, Korea and Japan, and to help a 
drought-stricken area in Brazil. A total of $9,000 is still "urgently! 
needed to help in the emergency in Lebanon, The appeal was wade after an 


“emergency subcommittee" made up of thirteen churches and voluntary agencies, 
was set up in Lebanon. 


It was reported that four members of the Volklingen (Saar) work camp, 
injured in a bus accident on August 15, are still in the hospital. (See EPS 
No. 33.) Twelve of the twenty-three injured youths are now at home and 
another seven are at home but still under a doctor's care, Four persons, 
including two calipers, were killed in the crash. 


In other action, the committee went on record as supporting a World 
Refugee Year, but "reaffirmed its belief that the refugee problem is a 
long-term one and cannot be solved in one vear", The "Year" is being 
carried out through the United Nations. E.P.S., Geneva 


A.C. Lichtenberger New US Episcopal Presiding Bishop 


(lidami Beach, Florida) - The Rt. Rev. Arthur Corl Lichtenberger, Bishop of 
Missouri, has been elected Presiding Bishop of the Protestant Episcopal 
Church in the United States, succeeding Bishop Henry Knox Sherrill. 


Bishop Lichtenberger, 58, has been dean of Trinity Cathedral in Newark, 
New Jersey, professor of New Testament at St. Paul's Divinity School in 
Wuchang, China, and professor of practical theology at General Theological 
Seminary in New fork City. He has been bishop of iiissouri since 1952. 
In 1954 Bishop Lichtenberger was an accredited visitor at the Second As- 
sembly of the World Council of Churches in Evanston, Illinois. 


Bishop Sherrill, a president of the iforld Council, will hand over 
office on November 15. 


In other action at the church's General Convention in tiiami Beach, 
Florida, last week, the 190-member House of Bishops approved limited inter-— 
communion between the Protestant E.iscopal Church and the Church of South 
India. Under the plan the Episcopal Church will recognize bishops and 
clergymen consecrated or ordained in the Church of South India. The plan 
also provides conditions under which bishops and priests of the OSI can 
celebrate or assist in Episcopal Church communion services. Bishop Sherrill 


praised the plan as a "step forward" and as "furthering the cause of Christian 


unity". E.P.o., Geneva 


World Quaker Group Discusses WCC Membership 

(Bad Pyrmont, Germany) - A hundred delegates to a meeting of the Friends 
World Committee (Quakers) in Bad Pyrmont, Germany, this month discussed the 
possibility of Friends' groups in various parts of the world joining national 
Christian councils and the World Council of Churches and decided to ask 
Yearly iieetings to report their "ex perience with ecumenical bodies, both 
official and unofficial" at the next session in 1961. 


Principal objection to membership came fro.: delegates who asked "Can we 
join groups which fail to take an unequivocal stand against war ?". 


Two American Quaker groups, the Five Years lieeting and Friends General 


Conference, belong to the World Council. 
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Two American Quaker groups, the Five Years Meeting and Friends General 
Conference, belong to the World Council. 


lir. Herbert M, Hadley of Washington, D.C., was reappointed general 
secretary of the World Committee. The 1961 meeting will be hcld in Kenya. 


E.P.o.; Geneva 
London Memorial Service for Bishop Bell 


(London) - Addressing a service of commemoration for the late Bishop G.K.A. Bell, Y 
former honorary president of the World Council of Churches, who died on October 3 i 
at the age of 75 (see EPS No. vale Dr. W.A. Visser 't Hooft, general secretary 4 
of the World Council of Churches, said:that the great British ecumenical leader 4 
not only "felt that he belonged to the whole Church of Christ; it was equally 
true that countless men and women in other churches felt that he belonged to 
them", 


Dr. Visser 't Hooft took as his text the words from Luke 17:10, “We are i! 
unprofitable servants, we have done that which was our duty to do", used by i 
Bishop Bell in his last public speech at Odense, Denmark, in August, on the 

occasion of the WCC's tenth anniversary. 


Observing that "the biography of Dr. Bell is to a very large extent the 
biography of the ecumenical movement of the churches", the World Council's 
general secretary reviewed the bishop's work for the ecumenical movement and 
for mankind and told the congregation that "during these last ten years there 
was hardly a meeting to which he did not bring some important proposal or 
plan that had to do with the witness of the Church to the world or with the 
strengthening of the ecumenical fellowship itself". According to Dr. Visser 
't Hooft, “all that he said, whether in denouncing evil or in advocating 
mutual understanding, was said for, never against man. 'The Church and 
Humanity'", went on the preacher, "meant for him the Church for humanity, for 
all, persecuted and persecutors, the weak and the strong’. 


The memorial service was arranged by the British Council of Churches. 
The Archbishop of Canterbury pronounced the blessing. H.P.S., Geneva 


Dr. Verwoerd States His Faith 


(Johannesburg) —~ The new Prime Minister of South Africa, the Hon. HP. Verwoerd, 4 
is reported by the Monthly Newsletter of the Dutch Reformed Church in South 

Africa as having said after his election, "Every day I shall seek my strength 

in the Word and not in myself". 


In a national broadcast he followed this up by declaring: It must 

‘be stated at the outset that we, as believing rulers of a religious country, et 
will seek our strength and guidance in the future, as in the past, from a i 
who controls the destinies of nations." The Prime Minister went on to say: Da 
: No one need doubt for a moment ard otc tara i ea sl always be my aim to uphold ck 
democrati: institutions of our country. The right RS ght who have other 
convictions to express their views will be maintained. E.P.S., Geneva 
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Ceylon Publication Criticises Government Censorship 


(Colombo) - An attack on govern nt censorship of religious radio broadcasts 
was made in the October issue of "The Christian News Bulletin", a publication 
of the Study Department of the Ceylon National Christian Council. 


Citing recent censorship of radio scripts, the publication says that the 
result is that “radio broadcasts must avoid dealing with real things. None 
of the problems which fill men's minds in Ceylon today, neither their aspsra- 
tions nor their fears, can find expression in public discussion, and so sin- 
cerity and straight thinking and truth are suppressed, and only the dust and 
ashes and parrot-talk of the party. line are permitted." 


The National Council publication said that a phrase "which suggested 
there might sometimes be a difference of opinion within the government and 
a "reference to the fact that there is sometimes a failure of efficiency in 
hospital administration" were deleted from radio scripts. A play, "Incense 
to Caesar", described as ‘depicting the dilemma of the Christian under a 
government which gave preference to Buddhists, was rejected with horror". 


The "Bulletin" also reported that last month a news item reporting flood 
relief gifts to Ceylon, coming through the World Council of Churches, was cut 
out of a tape-recorded Sinhalese Christian half-hour programme. "That reveals 
a meanness of spirit on which it is too difficult to comment with moderation 
=—— so we record it without comment", says the article. H.P.S., Geneva 


European Christian Journalists Consider Responsibilities 


(Luxembourg) - Christian journalists should express "a certain amount of 
enthusiasm" about technical achievements of our time, but it must never 
develop into "idolatry", according to Professor Etienne Trocmé of Strasbourg, 
France, speaking on October 11 to members of the European Study Group for 
Protestant Information, mecting in Luxembourg. 


The group, made up of both church and secular journalists, primarily 
from Western Europe, was told by Professor Trocmé that the responsible jour- 
nalist can fulfil his role only if he guards against oversimplifying the 
events of our time. He must not encourage either an attitude of fear or of 
indifference, he said. 


Later, the information group issued a memorandum drawing attention to 
the need for the free expression of opinion "which the journalist received 
from the Gospel" and stressed the responsibility of journalists to form 
"public opinion". E.P.o., Geneva 


Bast German Pastors Speak on Youth Dedication/ Confirmation 


(Berlin) - The vows taken at the Communist government sponsored youth 
dedication services cannot be regarded as “contrary to the Christian faith 
or to the vows taken at Confirmation", according to a "Message on the 
Confirmation Question", just published by the Federation of Evangelical 
Pastors in East Germany. The federation, set up in July, is regarded 
twith reservations" by German Evangelical church leaders. 


on to say that the vow taken at the youth dedication 


age goes oy thes 
RHeEReERBES © the insurmountable barrier between Christianity 


‘has nothing whatever to do with 
and atheism". 
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a In listihg six points to clarify the relationship between the two ser- 
is vices, the federation says that it is true that Confirmation is " a confir- 


Such a conception is completely unchristian, " 


¢ 


mation of the vows taken by the parents and godparents at the child's 

, _ baptism" ‘but it is "not in any senso a repetition of baptism. Anyone who 
, postpones Confirmation until after the youth dedication in order to counteract 
it is regarding Confirmation as a sort of exorcism and a form of re-baptism. 


yy 


s+ The message concludes: “Participation in the youth dedication cannot 


~- exclude children from Confirmation, nor can it cancel the effects of Con- 


firnation if the children have already been confirmed." 


Church authorities have rejected the message as an attempt to split the 
Evangelical Church, which has insisted that the youth dedication and Confir- 
mation are incompatible. 


The pastors federation is made up of fifty pastors from parishes in 
East Germany and says that its main task is to deal with "questions of 
theological and political life affecting pastors in the German Democratic 


Republic", E.P.S., Geneva 


More German Church Dissension over Nuclear Weapons 


(Frankfurt) ~ The German "Church Brotherhoods", groups of pastors and laymen 
known for their opposition to atomic rearmament, have reaffirmed an uncon 
promising stand towards all manufacture and use of atomic weapons. 


A statement has been issued from a major meeting held in Frankfurt, 
West Germany. It was the first such statement since the brotherhoods 
came out strongly against German nuclear rearmament before last April's 
all—German synod of the Evangelical Church in Germany (EKD). The statement 
modifies a previous strong criticism of people who favour atom weapons or 
attempt to be neutral on the issue. A storm was created before the EKD's 
all-German synod met, when the brotherhoods declared that attitudes other 
than their own were “incompatible with the three articles of the creed". 
(See E.P.S. No. 11) 


However, the new statement, without mentioning the creed, repeats that 
inclusion of weapons of mass destruction in the state's arsenal "cannot be 
advocated by any Christicu", and says that neutrality on the issue is “in- 
compatible with professionof faith in Jesus Christ". Advocacy of atomic 
armament and neutral attitudes are further described as "leading people 
astray and disregarding the will of the triune God", 


Afterwards a spokesman for the groups, which also include representatives 
from East Germany (DDR) , explained that, in their view, acceptance of atomic 
armament meant “false teaching" and involved more than just "political opinion", 
The brotherhoods, he said, wanted the Church's stand to be as firm as it had 
been on the Jewish question under National Socialism. 


Last April's resentment of the brotherhoods’ attitude, felt particularly 
in some Lutheran circles in Germany, has broken out again following the 
Frankfurt action. Circles less critical of atomic rearmament have said the 
latest brotherhood approach marks no advance on carlicr positions and only 
tends to harden divisions on the question within the churches. The impli- 
cations that any theological justification of atomic arms for defence means 
putting reliance on armaments in the place of faith have been criticised 
severely. It is claimed that such viewpoints will make future discussions in 


_ the EKD's synod even more difficult than beforc. E.P.S., Geneva 


+ 
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in Brief 


A Protestant Kirchentag-type rally for northern France begins at Lille, 
on October 19, with the title "Let Us Go Forward Together". The meeting, 
according to the organizing committee drawn fron several churches, is meant 
to be "not so much a great demonstration of Protestant strength, as an oppor- 
tunity for members of scattered churches to come togethor for a while to gain 
renewed strength for their life and witness". 

x * 

Bishop Otto Dibelius of Berlin, in a press interview at Biclefeld in 
West Germany, predicted that the unity of the Evangelical Church in Germany 
would be preserved "until German reunification, in spite of all the tribu- 
lations coming from the rulers of the Soviet Zone". The bishop said that 
"so long as the Church in the East is resolutely determincd not to make any 
fundamental decisions without sister churches of the West, no state in the 
world can-do anything against it". 


k* * 


Dr. Erik Ruden of Stockholm will become European secretary of the 
Baptist World Alliance in October 1959. Dr. Ruden, general secretary of 
the Baptist Union of Sweden, succeeds Dr. Henry Cook of London, who has been 
acting secretary for three years. 


%. * 


President Eisenhower laid the cornerstone of the nineteen-storey Inter- 
church Centre in New York City on October 12 at ceremonies attended by several 
thousand persons. The twenty-million-dollar building is expected to be com- 
pleted late in 1959. | 


Teas 


An eighty-year-old Canadian woman, lirs. J. Arthur Long, greets every. 
passenger arriving at the port of St. John, New Brunswick, and offers a Bible 
in any one of 28 languages, as a welcome to new arrivals in Canada. 


yey 


The Hungarian government has made special grants ty the Roman Catholic, 
Reformed and Lutheran .Churches, to compensate for the implementation of a 25 
per cent cut in subsidies scheduled for 1958. A plan for five-yearly reduc- 
tions was made in 1948. The new grants extend to the end of 1959 and were 
announced by the government paper "Nepszabadsag" as being given "int he hope 
of seeing the churches support the work of building the country for the pros- 
perity of the people". 

AeA 


The formation of an ecumenical council in the Rio do la Plata area of 
Argentina has been suggested by a group of Protestant leaders who have formed 
an organisation in Buenos Aires. The churchmen plan to arouse public interest 
in the ccumenical movement, support the World Council of Churches inter-church 
aid and service to refugees programme, publish information about the work of 
tho council and make preparations for the meeting of the WCC's Executive 
Committee, scheduled for February 1960 in Bucnos Aires. E.P.S., Geneva 


oY 
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Recent Periodicals 
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The International Review of Missions 


Articles in the current issue of "The International Review of Missions" 
include a South African reaction to the first All-African Christian Con- 
ference held at Ibadan, Nigeria, early in 1958, by Canon A.H. Zulu of Durban; 
"Western Culture and Philippine Life", by David L. Hamm; and "Worship in 
the Church of South india: by: J.B Macphail. Other articles on India 
discuss problems of missionary visas and what the Church should do if mission 
pelp is .cut off, Dr. Charles W. Ranson describes the plans made for the 
working of the Intcrnational liissionary Council's v2 ,000,000 theological 
education fund, 


The issue also contains impressions of the Russian Orthodox Church 


‘by an Anglican visitor to Russia and a survey of the discussions of the 


Lambeth Conference on the missionary task, Reviews of recent books and the 


‘usual detailed bibliography complete the number. E.P.S., Geneva 


The Ecumenical Review 


The October issue of "The Ecumenical Review" contains the sermon preached 
Byorne late Bishop G.K.A. Belk on August 24 in the cathedral at Odense, 
Denmark, at a service marking the tenth anniversary of the formation of the 
World Council of Churches. The sermon was the last public address by 
Bishop Bell, an honorary president of the council, He died on October 3 
at his home in Canterbury, England. 


Articles in the issue include “What Is the Church?" by Professor Thomas 
FP. Torrance of New College, Edinburgh; "The Population Problem and Family 
Planning" by the Rev. Richard li. Fagley, exccutive secretary of the Commission 
of the Churches on International Affairs; "The Theological Basis of Religious 
Libe ty”, an address delivered at the August mocting of the WCC's Central 
Committee by Professor H. She of Copenhagen; "Asian finpressions" by the 
Rev. Philip Potter, executive secretary of the WCC's Youth Department; and 
"The Renascence of Hinduism in India by Paul D. Devanandan, director of the 
Christian Institute for the Study of Religion and Socicty in Bangalore, 
India. 


The Ecumenical Chronicle includos reports made to the Central Committee 
by the Executive Committee and the general secretary and the text of the 
communiqué issued after the August meeting between representatives of the 
World Council and the Moscow Patriarchate of the Russian Orthodox Church. 


The issue concludes with the usual World Council Diary and book 
reviews. B.eP.S., Geneva 
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‘Protestant Pavilion Closes at Brussels Fair 


(Brussels) ~ The Protestant Pavilion closed on October 19 at the Brussels 
International Exhibition with a special Communion service for those who had 
worked in the Pavilion sinee the fair's opening day on April 20. 


The simple service, in English, French, German and Flemish, consisted of 
hymns, prayers and Scripture readings. Then the 150 worshippers stood in a 
circle before the chapel's giant copper cross to receive the bread and the wine, 
Inside, there was complete quiet. Outside, part of a crowd of 700,000 persons 
pushed by the building during the fair's closing hours; popular songs could be 
heard throughout the service from loudspeakers on the fair grounds; passers by 
pressed their noses against the chapel's coloured windows. Taking part in the. 
service were Pastor T.0.E. Da Costa of Antwerp and the Rev. Kermit Morrison of 
Brussels, Pastor Arnold Nieland of Dusseldorf, and Professor Maurice Descaups 
of Brussels. 

More than half a million persons visited the exhibition in the pavilion or 
attended services in the chapel. Every day there were 15-minute services at 
noon and in the afternoon, organ recitals, Friday night programmes and worship 
on Sunday. Many of the visitors were Roman Catholics - laymen, priests and 

' nuns, For many Belgians in the predominantly Roman Catholic country, the 
_ pavilion was their first contact with the Protestant churches. 
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Money’ problems still confront the Belgian Protestants, who have worked de- 
termincdly for the pavilion when time and again it looked as if the needed funds 
would not be available, Money is still needed to pay final bills for the pavi-~ 
lion. And about. $110,000 must be raised if the building is to be moved to a 
new Site and “kept for Belgium" as an ecumenical centre. Offers to buy the 
building are numerous, but Pastor Pieter Fagel of Brussels, who has been the 
leader of the project, is holding off, hoping that the needed money will be 
assured before the November 30 \deadline for getting the pavilion off the fair 
grounds, One of the most unusual offers to date has come from a Dutch Z00 
which wants to buy the pavilion and use it for a monkey house. 


Money has come from the Netherlands and Germany to be used for the re- 
erection of the pavilion and a committee is at work in the United States. 
Pastor Fagel sails on October 27 for the United States where he will meet with 
interested groups in Washington and New York. A laymen's committee in the US 
raised $88,000 for the building and running of the pavilion during the fair. 
Other money has come from Switzerland, scotland, New Zealand, France, Belgiun. 


Looking at the future, the Belgian Protestant Federation has approved a 
plan calling for the building to be “re-erected, in modified form, on a new site, 
as a permanent centre of worship and ecumenical activities", It would be under 
the auspices and ownership of the federation. 


The centre would be rented to a congregation for regular Sunday worship 
throughout the year. Between April and September of each year, the centre would 
be used on week days to receive ecumenical groups from abroad and to train repre- 
sentatives of Belgian Protestant congregations "in the practical consequences of 
the ecumenical movement for their congregational life". The federation hopes 
to ask the Ecumenical Council in the Netherlands to send teams to train laymen 
in evangelism and to visit Flemish-speaking congregations in Belgium. A second 
proposal is to request Swiss and French churches to send similar teams for French 
Speaking groups. In addition, other groups from abroad could use the building 
for orientation courses on European church life, for study commissions and 
meetings of pastors, teachers and theologians, and for youth groups and lay 
groups "to introduce them to the life and work of the developing organizations 
for suropean unity in the perspective of the Christian gospel". Teacher 
training courses, short ecumenical lay courses and other projects will be planned 
for the winter months. E.P.S., Geneva 


Treason Trial Indictment Dropped in South Africa 


(Pretoria) - The treason indictment against ninety-one men and women was dropped 
last week by the South African government, though observers predict that a new 
indictment, with amended charges, will be made. 


The defendants, most of them African, were arrested in December 1956 and 
most were members of groups opposed to the government's racial segregation 
policy. In the mass arrests 156 persons were taken into custody but the 
charges against 65 were dropped before the trial began last August l. The 
accused have not been discharged and are still on bail, 


The South Africa Treason Trial Defence Fund has announced that funds are 
Still needed and a spokesman has pointed out that there is an "immense amcunt" 
of rehabilitation work to be done among the families of the defendants. 

E.P.S., Geneva 
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Four-Way Merger Approved by United Lutherans 


Dayton, Ohio) - The proposed merger of four Lutheran churches in the United 
States has been overwhelmingly approved by the fourth group - the United 
Lutheran Church, at its twenty-first bicnnial convention in Dayton, Ohio. 
Plans for the merger have already been approved by the Augustana Lutheran 
Church, the Finnish Evangelical Lutheran Church (Suomi Synod) and the American 
Evangelical Lutheran Church. 

! 


The new church, as yet unnamed, will have about three million members, 80 
per cent of them from the United Lutheran Church. The constitution for the 
new denomination is expected to be ready by the middle of 1960. 

E.P.S., Geneva 


Provost Gruber Resigns from Office 


(Berlin) - Dr. Heinrich Grtiber, representative of the Evangelical Church in 


_ Germany (EKD) to the government of the German Democratic Republic, has resigned 


after almost nine years! work. 


At the close of a meeting held on October 9 - 10 in Berlin, the Council 
of the EKD stated that it received Dr. Griiber's resignation "with painful regret", 
and thanked him for his devoted service. 


No one will be appointed to replace Dr. Griiber. Future negotiations with 
the DDR government will be conducted through Burlin church officials. 


Dr. Griiber, before leaving for four weeks in Israel, stated that for some 
time he had no longer received a hearing from the authorities in Bast Berlin. 
He said contacts had deteriorated, especially since last April's all-German 
Synod in Berlin, when Dr. Griiber publicly repudiated attacks on Bishop Otto 
Dibelius made in the Communist press of Eastern Germany. He did not take part 
in the negotiations between representatives of the church and the Bast German 
government which led to the agreement between ghurch and state last June and 
July (see EPS No. 30). 


At its meeting in Berlin the Council of the EKD dealt in detail with the 
situation of the church in both parts of Germany. It welcomed the fact that the 
negotiations are continuixrg with the East German Government, especially with 
President Otto Grotewohl. B.P3S8., Goneva,”’ 


Austrian Protestants Re-open Training College 


(Vienna) - The only Protestnat training college for teachers in Austria, which 


was nationalised by the Nazi régime in 1938 and completely closed after the end 
of the war, has been opened again at Oberschtiitzer, Burgenland. The opening 
ceremony was attended by representatives of the Roman Catholic Church and of 


the government as well as Protestant church leaders. 


In Austria's schools the percentage of Protestant teachers is much lower 
than the percentage of Protestants in the population. Concern was expressed by 
Protestants carlier this year, when a second Catholic training college for tea- 
chers was opened in Burgenland, where the percentage of Protestants is higher 
than in any other province in Augtria. (See EPS No. 15.) In addition to the 


Protestant college there are fifteen Catholic and fourteen state teacher-training 
institutions in Austria. E.P.S., Geneva 
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Presbyterians Begin Study of Theme for World Meeting 


(Geneva) - Twenty-five groups in theological seminaries, as well as local church 
“groups, are taking part in long-term study of the theme of the eighteenth meeting 
of the General Council of the World Presbyterian Alliance, set for next summer . 
in Campinas, Brazil. The Theme of the meeting is "The Servant Lord and His 
Servant People", Four sub-topics will deal with "The Service of Theology", 


“The Service of the Church", "The Service of the Christian" and "The Service of 
the State", 


The Executive Committee of the Alliance has announced that study materials, 
including a guide, have been prepared, under the direction of its theological 


' secretary, the Rev. Lewis S. Mudge. E.P.S., Geneva 


Pastor Zoltan Kaldy Elected Successor to Bishop Ordass 


(Geneva) - At the October meeting of the Church Council of the Southern Diocese 
of the Lutheran Church in Hungary, Pastor Zoltan Kaldy was elected Bishop. 
Pastor Kaldy, thirty-nine, will succeéd Bishop Lajos Ordass (see E.P.S. 

No. 26). The only candidate whose name was unanimously approved by the Council 
of the Southern Diocese, Pastor Kaldy will take office in November. 


Until 1954 the new bishop, who is closely connected with the revivalist 
movement, worked as pastor of the parish of Pécs. He wrote regularly in the 
paper published by the revivalist movement, until its publication was stopped 
by the government. He also wrote articles in’“Evangelikus Elet", the paper 
of the Hungarian Reformed Church. K.P.S., Geneva 


pahara Area to Have Second Protestant Chapel 


(Algiers) - Ouargla, frequently referred to as the future “petroleum capital of 
the Sahara", is to have a Protestant chapel. 


Situated in the centre of the growing town, the church will be erected under 
the auspices of the Preach Reformed Church through its military chaplaincy, which 
also serves the expanding population in the Sahara desert. 


An earlier chapel was built at Colomb-—Béchard in 1953. 


Money for the new project is being raised. A young chaplain is already 
working in a military hut on the building site and fans out from his base to 
Serve an enormous surrounding area. A house will be built for him next to the 
church, and probably also a social centre. © B.P.S., Geneva 


Archbishop Clarifies "End of World" Statement 


(London) - The Archbishop of Canterbury has clarified a recent much-discussed 
Statement he made, that "for all I know, it is within the providence of God that 


_ the human race should destroy itself in a hydrogen war". Dr. Geoffrey F. Fisher, 


writing in the current issue of "Fronticr" magazine, said that what he meant was 
that "neither you nor I can tell whether, in the providence of God, the human race 
will end by the effects of nuclear war or by some other means, or not at alli", 


By the word providence, the Aichbishop explained that he meant "that it may con- 


Ceivably be within the foreknowledge of God". 
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| The archbishop pointed out that his original statement was intended to suggest 
that fear for the end of the, human race was no ground on which to base a policy in 
regard to nuclear weapons. 


His original statement was included in a new book by Phi-ip Toynbee, "The 
Fearful Choice - A Debate on Nuclear Policy", E.P.S., Geneva 
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In Brief 


In a series of foreign language broadcasts the Moscow Radio has been en- 
_phasising the theme that cooperation between Christians and Marxists "is possible 
after all". The broadcasts have cited Poland and Hungary as exauples and said 


that workers there "do not oppose their Communist government although they are 
Roman Catholics at heart". 


aca. a 


The first Bible House in East Africa has been opened in Nairobi end will be 
used to distribute Scriptures in more than fifty languages. 

* * 

& book explaining the organization, status, activities and church-state 
relations of the Russian Orthodox Church has been published in seven languages 

' by the Moscow Patriarchate. Patriarch Alexei, in the book's preface, says he 
hopes it will help non-Russian readers "to abandon preconceived ideas of the 
status of the Russian Orthodox Church" and will aid in understanding the "real 
character" of its relationship with the Sovict state. The book is available in 
Russian, English, German, French, Italian, Spanish and Arabic. 


*k * 


The largest exhibition ever held in Yugoslavia of copies of the renowned 

' Medieval frescoes found on the walls of Serbian Orthodox monasteries has been 
opened at the national museum in Belgrade. More than 550 reproductions of the 
wall paintings are being shown. Representatives of the Serbian Orthodox Church 
-attended the opening cereuony. 


risen 


| The first services in the crypt of the new Coventry Cathedral will be held 
' on New Year's Eve, although the church itself will not be completed and con- 
secrated until 1962. ' 


cy 


Serbian Orthodox Bishop Vasilije Kostic-of Banjaluka, Bosnia, has been placed 
under house arrest, according to reports from Belgrade. 


Koh eis 


Polish authoritics have denied permission for regular Roman Catholic 

> religious broadcasts over the government-controlled radio. The announcement 

» by Mr. Wlodzimierz Soroski, radio network director, said that “if such a privilege 

is granted to the Roman Catholic Church, other denominations in Poland would re- 

quest the same". He added that "as there is a strict separation of church and state 

in Poland, I see no reason for helping the dissemination of religious beliefs. 
The state wants to raiain objective toward these problems". 


ee 


é 
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a Protestant Congregations in the United States were urged to raise their con- 

_ cern for “human rights and responsibilities" in a message from the National Council 
m™ of the Churches in the USA. The message was for use in churches on World Order 

_ Sunday, October 19. "Christians feel impelled to cooperate with all who sincere- 
b ly seek to promote these rights and freedoms throughout the world," the council 

My said. 


* * 


. . 7 : * 

The National Council of YMCAs' Greater London Development Scheme was launched 
on October 15 with a formal dinner in Mansion House attended by the archbishop of 
Canterbury. Purpose of the scheme is to double the capacity of YMCA hostels in 

London. 


a 


f * 

A An exhibition on "Luther and the Refvermation in Nuremberg" was opened recently 

© to mark the 475th anniversary of the birth of Martin Luther. The exhibit contains 

/papers and documents, mostly dating from the sixteenth century, which have a direct 
bearing on the Reformation in the frevu city of Nuremberg. 


x x 


A new Helsinki church includes the largest parish-centre in the city. Closed 
circuit television will transmit services to any of the other rooms in the centre. 
From a pulpit outside the church, large gatherings can be addressed in the open air. 


Tas 


An Amsterdam church holds two lunch-hour services every week-day, for office 
and factory workers and for school children. Preachers are chosen from various 
churches. 

x % 

The first “Festival of Religious Films" in Great Britain will be held in 
Belfast, Northern Ireland, in November. The programme includes the American 
P documentary filu about Albert Schweitzer, and a film on the life of Christ which 
has until recently been banned in England by the censor. 

x * 


During October the national Church of Sweden and nearly all the Swedish free 
churches are cooperating in a campaign to stimulate church attendance. 


Ok 


Following the Quemoy cease-fire, the Luthcran World Federation shipped quan- 
"tities of food and used clothing to the island to relieve distress. The LWF had 
established small relief depots on the island in December 1957, but these were 


totally depleted. 
x % 


in succession to Dr. Siegfried Schmutzler, who was sentenced on November 26, he 
to five years' imprisonment. 


Ae Se 


ek 


At the Diaconal Conference of the EKD's wecting at Stuttgart-Korntal, the 
town of Dessau was unanimously selected as "church-reconstruction town for 1959/60". 
From April 1959 onward funds for church-reconstruction in Dessau will be ¢ollected 
in Protestant churches in Germany. The fund for help to Rostock, "church- 
~ reconstruction town, 1957/58", remains open. 
%* * 
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Greek Orthodox Metropolitan Ambrose of Phthiotis, who attended many ecumenical 
conferences, including the First Assembly of the World Council of Churches, died 
last week in Lamia, Greece, his diocesan see. 


Fey ae 


An autonomous Macedonian Orthodox Church, linked with the Serbian Orthodox 
Church, has been formed in Macedonian Yugoslavia. The church has elected Serbian 
Orthodox Bishop Dositej Stojkovic, himself a Macedonian, as its Metropolitan. 


as ey 


Twelve sermons on Christian unity, preached by well-known Christian leaders, 
have been published as a book by the Bethany Press, St. Louis, Mo., USA, with the 
title "Preaching on Christian Unity". The preachers include W.A. Visser 't Hooft, 
J.E. Lesslie Newbigin, Henry Knox Sherrill, D. Albert Bereczky and the Metropolitan 
“James of Melita. The editor is Robert Tobias. ; 


%* % 


Two well-known German church leaders will visit the USA in the near future. 
Bishop Friedrich Wunderlich, leader of Germany's iMethodists, will attend the 
tmaeeting of Methodist bishops in Cincinnati and lecture in American universities 
during November. Lutheran Bishop Hanns Lilje of Hannover flies to preach in 
Portland, Oregon, and in Tacoma and Seattle during Reformation commemorations in 
the second week of November. E.P.S., Geneva 
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Ecumenical Centre Launched in Wales 


(Blaendulais) - A centre of training and experiment in Christian unity was 
launched in South llales on October 24, with a three-day course for twenty-five 
youth leaders who are promoting an ecumenical youth movement in various parts 
of the country. 


The centre, under the auspices of the Welsh Ecumenical Society, is not 
housed in a special building, but uses the existing facilities of a number of 
divided local churches "set auong slag heaps, collieries, canteens, schools, 
welfare halls, pubs, clubs, shops and houses", Guests are given hospitality 
in valley homes, and existing buildings will be used for meetings. 


"At Blaendulais", says a leaflet issued by the sponsoring ecumenical society, 
"we have a typical church situation - a Church very much divided by disagreements 
on faith and order, by a clinging to buildings and social traditions, by lingering 
memories of past quarrels, by differences in size of congregation and the resultant 


psychology, by language, and by personal tensions". 


Future meetings at the centre are planned for 1959. Based on Bible Study and 
-worship, they will be practical in emphasis and include a course on social and in- 
dustrial church situations for theological students, a consultation on "Pastoral 
Care in the Welfare State" and a conference on "The Ministry of the Laity". 
BPS, Geneva 
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Japan's Christians Wary of Government "Moral Education" 


(Tokyo) - Concern has been expressed in Japan's Christian community following a 
government decision to introduce "moral education" courses in schools. Christians 


and the churches feared a repetition of pre-war use of such courses to teach 
"ulitra-nationalism",. 


A Moral Education Study Commission was appointed by the Education Association 
of Christian Schools in Japan and has reported that there is at present no cause 
for alarm. The commission said that the moral education regulations of the govern- 
ment's ministry of education do not, on the whole, threaten democracy. Under the 
_ regulations, religious education may be substituted for moral instruction in private 
schools. Christian schools do not have to institute the new courses. 


Partly in response to the coming of the new moral education programme, the 
Education Association of Christian Schools is preparing new curriculum materials 
in an effort to integrate Christian education into the entire school programme 
where pupils desire it. 


For the future, the commission suggested, the moral education measures should 
be watched closely in practice, to make sure that the old ultra-nationalism does 
not creep back into education. EPS, Geneva 


Cyprus Issue Debated in British Council of Churches 


(Liverpool, England) - Disagreements over violence in Cyprus emerged when the 
British Council of Churches considered a statement on the situation in the island 
submitted by its International Department during its two-day meetings held in 
Liverpool last week, October 21 - 22. 


Dr. Robert Mackie, chairman of the International Department, introduced a 
resolution expressing “horror” at the increase of violence and "the retaliation 
it provokes". He told the Council that the use of violence by Cypriots had pro- 
duced unnecessary counter-violence by security forces. Dr. Mackie said the situa- 
tion had led to incidents on the part of British troops of which "we are not proud, 
to say the least". 


"Tt seems to me to be peculiarly terrible that young men on national service, 
acting on our behalf, losing their lives on our behalf, using violence on our 
behalf, are in this position at all", he said, “especially young men who cannot be 
expected to know of the long friendship between the Greek people and our own, or, 
indeed, the astonishing tenacity of the Greek people in the cause of what they 
believe to be freedom". 


Dr. Mackic's resolution, and its implied criticism of the British armed forces, 
were opposed by Major-General D.J. Wilson-Haffenden, who said it was a soldier's 
duty to restore order and that cases of illegitimate use of force were invariably 
punished. He was supported by the Bishop of Chelmsford, Dr. S.F. Allison, whose 
son recently served in Cyprus. The bishop said he would not likv the word 
"rotaliation" to be used in any resolution om Cyprus. 


Delegates to the mceting failed to agree on the subject. The Council finally 
adopted a substitute resolution that said: "The Council, distressed by the tragic 
situation which has developed in Cyprus, welcomes the discussions of the island's 
future between the members of NATO and urges the government to support any measures 

towards such a solution as may be agreed upon in the NATO discussions". 


' 
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| donor). Some members of the Council questioned whether it should pronounce on 


- see what could be said by the churches together. EPS, Geneva 


In action on another agenda item, the 110 delegates to the Liverpool meeting 
agreed to reconstitute the Council's standing conference on sex, marriage and the 
family with a view to combined consideration by the member churches of the moral, 
spiritual and social aspects of the practice of AID (artificial insemination by 


the subject when several British churches had already done so, but the general 
opinion was that something should be done to gather together existing findings and 


Spanish Church to Join World Presbyterian Alliance I 


- (Barcelona) - During a special meeting of its pastors and lay representatives in 
_«#éhe third week of October, the Spanish Evangelical Church decided to confirm its 


a. 


<a - 


' membership in the World Presbyterian Alliance. 


| Taking "The Gospel, the Power of God" as a main theme, the five-day meeting 
considered the role of the church in Spain and in the ecumenical movement. 


Dr. Manuel Gutiérrez Marin of Barcelona was re-elected president. 
EPS, Geneva 


Brisk Demand for Bibles at Brussels Fair 


(Brussels) - More than half a million free copies of selections from the scriptures, 
especially produced for the occasion, including the Sermon on the Mount and Bible 
tracts on the theme of the exhibition, were distributed in fifteen different lan- 
guages during the Brussels World Fair. 


Over 175 languages were covered in the ,f ,000 Bibles, New Testaments and 
Gospels sold at the Protestant Churches! Pavilion and at the "Expobible" stall 
‘erected below the large illuminated panel that flashed Bible texts. 


The work of distribution was done by the Belgian Bible Society, with the 
help of local voluntary workers and was financed by national Bible Societies 
belonging to the United Bible Societies and by the Scripture Gift Mission of 
London. EPS, Geneva 


Regional Churches in Germany Hold Ecumenical Meeting 


(Arnoldshain) - Increasing coordination of work for Christian unity in Germany 
was reflected in the annual conference of ecumenical secretaries from various 
regional churches held at the Evangelical Academy in Arnoldshain, near Frankfurt , 
October 20 - 22, 


Some delegates from churches in East Germany (DDR) were unable to obtain 
visas to attend, including Dr. Gerhard Brennecke, mission director from Eas’ 
Berlin, who was to speak. 


The programme included addresses by Dr. W.A. Visser 't Hooft, World Council 
of Churches general secretary, who described the relationships of the World Council 
with the Russian Orthodox Church, the proposals for integration of WCC and Inter- 
national Missionary Council and the ecumenical and missionary situation in Asia 
and Africa. Dr. Adolf Wischmann, president of the external relations office of 
the Evangelical Church in Germany (EKD) described his visit to the Russian Orthodox 
Church. 
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The conference, which was planned as advance preparation for the WCC's Asian 


assembly in 1961, was presided over by Dr. Hanfried Kriger of the EKD's external 
relations office. EPS, Geneva 


. More Dutch Missionaries for New Guinea 
(Oegstgcest, Netherlands) - The Netherlands Reformed Missionary Council will send 
twenty missionaries to New Guinea in early 1959. 


A fund has been opened to strengthen the programme of training for indigenous 
pastors and church workers in West Now Guinea. The Evangelical Christian Church 
in the area has requested help from its mother church in the Netherlands. 


A theological college will be built at Hollandia. To provide money for the 


project a drive will be launched in the Netherlands in January 1959. "ie shall 
find the money," said Secretary P.J, Mackaay of the Netherlands Reformed Missionary 
Council, "even if we have to borrow it". EPS, Geneva 


Nuclear Weapons Oontroversy Perplexes Dutch Church 


(Lage Vuursche, Netherlands) - Differcnecs about nuclear weapons and their use have 
come to the surface in the Dutch Reformed (Hervormde) synod as the result of a 
report presented to it this month by a study commission presided over by Professor 
G.C. van Niftrik. 


The commission had been asked to clarify the theological, political and ethical 
issues raised by the coming of the new weapons. Pointing out that there was no 
unanimity in the church, the commission said there were some Dutch Christians who 
rejected nuclear arms as "demonic" and others who refused to abstain from their use 
unilaterally because they believed they should be a deterrent against possible attack 
on the froedom and welfare of the West. 


At the same time the commission told the church that entirely new issues were 
raised for Christians by the coming of the "bomb" and that it was no longer enough 
Simply to quote the traditional right of the state to use the "sword" in defence. 


The General Synod of the Netherlands Reforned Church received the report and 
asked for more complete theological cxamination of the problem by the commission, 
with special refcrence to questions of guilt, penitence and the infliction and 
suffcring of wrong in relation to others. The commission was also asked to study 
the report on "Christians and War in an Atomic Agc", presented at Nyborg, Denmark, 
last summer to the Central Committee of the World Council of Churches. 

EPS, Geneva 


in Brief 


Three hundred Japanese Christian leaders have met to honour Toyohiko Kagawa 
on his seventieth birthday. The celebration coincided with the publication of 
Kagawa's new book on "The Purpose of the Universe", a result of his reflections 


Over the last seventeen years. 
x * 


The recently held trieniial General Convention of the Protestant Episcopal 
' Church in the USA heavily defeated a proposal to admit women as members of the 
_ Church's House of Deputies. The proposal had previously been rejected by the 
 church'sGeasral Convention in 1952, 1949 and 1946. 
r * ¥ 
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Hundreds of tributes paid to Henry Knox Sherrill at a dinner attended by 
2,000 people, arranged when he retired as Presiding Bishop of the Protestant 
Episcopal Church in the USA, ,included one from President Eisenhower and another 
from Roman Catholic Archbishop Richard J. Cushing of Boston. Speakers included 
Dr. Roswell Barnes, executive secretary of the World Council of Churches in the 
USA. Bishop Sherrill is a president of the World Council of Churches. 


rae 


Dr. James I McCord, dean of the Presbyterian Theological Seminary et Austin, 
Texas, has been named president of Princeton Theological Seminary in succession to 
Dr. John A. Mackay, who retires inthe autumn of 1959 on reaching the age of seventy. 
Dr. McCord's appointment by the Princeton Seminary's Board of Trustees is subject 
to confirmation by the General Assembly of the United Presbyterian Church in May, 
1959. ay 5 
Dr. Robert H.W. Shepherd, former Principal of the Church of Scotland's Lovedale 
Missionary Institution in South Africa has been named Moderator—Designate of the 
Church of Scotland's General Assembly. The first missionary from Africa to take 
this office since 1922, Dr. Shepherd will become Moderator next May. 


eae 


His Majesty King Baudouin of Belgium was among prominent offic. . visitors to 
the ecumenical pavilion of the Protestant Churches during the closing stages of the 
Brussels Universal Exhibition. Another distinguished guest of the pavilion during 
the same perivd was Chancellor Konrad Adenauer of the German Federal Republic. 


* * 


The recently enlarged Conference of European Churches will hold its meeting on 
"European Christianity in Today's Secularised World" at Nyborg Strand, Denmark, 
January 6 - 9, 1960. The meeting will be attended by representatives from both 
member and non-member churches of the WCC, in kastern and Western Europe. 


2 


The International Convention of Christian Churches (Disciples of Christ), 
meeting at St. Louis, Mo., USA, has endorsed the proposed unification of the 
International Missionary Council and the World Council of Churches, scheduled to 
take place in 1961. 

4% 

The General Conference of the Evangelical United Brethren Church in the USA 
has adopted a resolution requesting "exploration of possible advantages and dis- 
advantages" of union with the American Methodist Church. The EUB has almost 
800,000 members and the Methodist Church over 9,600,000. 


% % 


To mark the twenty-fifth anniversary of the first Afrikaans Bible the British 
and Foreign Bible Society presented a specially bound and inscribed copy to Sir 
John Maud, British Commissioner Designate for Basutoland, Bechuanaland and Swaziland 
and United Kingdom High Commissioner Designate for the Union of South Africa. The 


presentation was made at Bible House, London, by Lord Verulan. 


aie 9 
The Anglican Archbishop of Sydney, Australia, the Most Rev. H.W.K. Mowll, died 
on October 24 at the age of 68. As Primate of Australia since 1948 he had taken 
a leading part in welding the widely diversified Anglican dioceses of Australia 
into closer unity and was the first President of the Australian Council for the 
World Council of Churches. The archbishop was a delegate to the first and second 
assemblies of the World Council of Churches and was a member of the Council's 


Central Comaittee at the tine of his death. 
* * 
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An “Alexander Campbell Professorship" is to be established at the University 


of Chicago in the field of American Christianity. Campbell was largely responsible 


| for the formation of the Disciples of Christ, founded as a movement on American 
-soil in the 1830s. Two other new chairs will honour Edgar Johnson Goodspeed, a 


Baptist, and’ William Ellery Channing, a Unitarian. 


Kas oe 


Fourteen cooperating Protestant church social action agencies are making 


| available all over Ame ica a repert on the voting record of United States congress- 
“men in prepai:ation for the exercise of responsible voting by citizens in the US 


= 


congressional elections on November 4. Among issues selected in the voting record 


‘are foreign aid and civil rights. Denominations included among those cooperating 


are the Methodists, American Baptists, United Lutherans, American Lutherans, Dis- 


ciples of Christ, United Church of Christ and Protestant Episcopal Church. 


Zug 


The Latin America Committee of the Lutheran World Federation has decided to 


raise about $200,000 to help Lutheran churches in thirteen Latin American countries 


during the next twelve months. A proportion of the money will be used to strengthen 
training of South American theological students at Sao Leopoldo in Brazil, Buenos 
Aires and Neuendettelsau, Germany. 


Ke 


The third Latin American Lutheran Conference will be held at Buenos Aires, 


_ April 14-17, 1959, with the theme "The Eternal Message for a Continent in Transition™. 


cs as 


President Theodor Heuss of the West German Federal Republic presented a cheque 
for five thousand pounds ($14,000) to the Dean of Coventry as a contribution toward 
windows in the new Cathedral's Chapel of Unity. The gift was made during the 
president's state visit to England. 


FA. 


In protest against his reception by British Immigration authorities, Pastor 
Martin Niemdller left England last week, immediately after arriving by air. He 
was on his way to several speaking engagements. Dr. Niemdller said he could not 
accept future invitations to England unless he was assured that he could enter the 
country without difficulty. The explanation given by British officials in Bonn 
is that there must have been misunderstanding when Pastor Niemdller refused to 


answer routine questions. 
* *¥ 


The next synod meeting of the Evangelical Church in Germany (EKD) will be 


held at the beginning of 1960. The agenda includes confirmation practice in the 


member churches, their attitude to the "atomic question", problems raised in con- 
nection with military chaplaincies and the outcome of negotiations between the 
church and the East German (DDR) goverment. 

* * 


Under the title "The Bible in Colour", an exhibition of works by the painter 
Marc Chagall will be held in Dtisseldorf, Germany, October 31 - December l. 


EPS, Geneva 
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Three US Churches Speak on Racial Problem 


(New York) - Three denominations in the United States have made statements during 
the last two weeks on the country's race problem. 


In Dayton, Ohio, the United Lutheran Church in America reaffirmed its deter- 
mination to demonstrate "the possibility of integration" in a resolution adopted 
at the church's twenty-first biennial convention. 


The resolution said that the church "is sensitive to the present challenge 
and opportunities in the realm of human relations and is conscious of its res— 
ponsibility to provide leadership in this realm". 


At the same time, the convention reminded church members of a statement made 
at its 1956 convention. At that time the denomination said that Christians have 
special responsibilities to keep open channels of communication and understanding 
among different groups in the integration controversy. 


The Evangelical United Brethren Church has prohibited the use of denomina-— 
tional facilities as public or private classrooms to avoid school integration. 
In a resolution passed by the 450 delegates to the thirty-ninth quadrennial 
‘General Conference in Harrisburg, lennsylvania, the church said it was "unalter- 
ably opposed to all practices of racial segregation. "WIe withold permission to 


P 
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use our church buildings as segregated schools in an effort to disobey the mandate 
of the Supreme Court," the resolution said. About 120 of the denomination's 
churches are in the Southern states of Virginia, Tennessee, Kentucky and Florida. 


The executive committee of the Southern Baptist Convention's Christian Life 
Commission has issued a statement in Nashville, Tennessee, denouncing acts of vio- 
lence against minority groups. It said that the “inflammatory statements and 
defiant acts of certain elected public officials have encouraged disrespect for 
constitutional government and law and fostered a spirit of rebellion and lawless- 
ness", The commission urged all citizens "to oppose actively lawless acts, such 

/as bombings, beatings and abuse of persons because of race, religion or conviction". 


Meanwhile, Dr. Robert E. Van Deusen of the Washington office of the National 
Lutheran Council, has criticized the church for falling "far short of practising 
what it preaches. "Tf the church is to be heard and respected in the turmoil over 
school integration it must first of all prove that it means what it says," he said, 
speaking to a thousand delegates attending the ninety~sixth annual Sunday school 
convention of the Pennsylvania State Sabbath School Association, meeting in Greens- 
burg. He told delegates that interracial churches and Sunday schools were.the ex- 
ception rather than the rule in Pennsylvania, as in the South. EPS, Geneva 


Southern Pastors Favour School Integration 


(New York) - A survey conducted by "Pulpit Digest", a non-denominational journal 
for ministers, shows that a majority of Protestant ministers in the seventeen 
southern states in the United States favour compliance with the Supreme Oourt's 
order for racial integration in public schools. 


Out of the 765 ministers who answered the questionnaire, four out of five 
expressed an opinion favouring integration. Those who opposed suggested finding 
possible legal ways of avoiding the Court's decision. Three per cent said they 
favoured open disobedience. 


Representing a cross-section of ministers in the South in 27 denominations, 
half said they considered racial integration in the public schools inevitable. 
' Only seven per cent replied that it "can never be successful in the South". 


In Kentucky, North Carolina and Washington, D.C., more than 80 per cent of 
the pastors polled favoured integration. In Arkansas and Mississippi the figure 
was 54 per cent, in Alabama, 535 per cent and in South Carolina, 50 per cent. 

EPS, Geneva 


 LWF to Hold Next Assembly in Finland in 1963 


(Strasbourg) — The next General Assembly of the Lutheran World Federation will be 
held during the summer of 1963 in Helsinki, Finland, according to action taken by 
the LWF's Executive Committee, meeting in Strasbourg, France, on October 27 to 30. 


Originally the assembly had been planned for the summer of 1962. The change 
was made because the next Assembly of the World Council of Churches is set for 
Christmas, 1961, in Ceylon and "it seems unwise to have a world assembly in the 

' Orient in 1961-62 and eight months later to have a world assembly of the LWF in 
“northern Europe", LWF officers said. 


q 
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ft In other action, the committee agreed that the Lutheran World Federation 
a offices. should be in the new headquarters building of the World Council of 

_ Churches in Geneva, scheduled for completion in 1961, and said it would channel 
_ contributions from Lutheran churches for the building fund. | 


Establishment in Africa of a 50,000-watt radio station was authorised by the 
committee. Also planned are one or more less powerful transmitters for local 
broadcasts. The African country has not been selected yet, and "will depend on 
where a franchise can be negotiated" with a government but plans call for a place 
"chosen as to make possible the widest possible coverage not only of the African 
continent, but also of the Near East and Asia". Estimated cost is $400,000 to 
set up the station and an annual budget of $70,000. 


In other action, the committee authorised the federation's Commission on 
Inner Missions to arrange a second World Lutheran Conference on Social Responsi- 
bility in connection with the Assembly in Finland. The main theme for the con- 
ference has been tentatively set as "Our Saving and Serving Faith". 


During the meeting, Lutherans in all countries were urged to help solve the 
problems of the modern world and not be content to live “in the shadow of great 
reformers", in a speech by Dr. Franklin Clark Fry, president of the LWF and also 
chairman of the Central Committee of the World Council of Churches. DY av trv wee 
the committee that he regretted the absence of Hungarian Lutheran Bishop Lajos 
Ordass. First vice-president of the LWF, Bishop Ordass was unable to get per- 
mission to leave his country. 


Dr. Fry and Dr. Carl Lund-Quist, LWF executive secretary, reported that 
discussions with the Missouri Synod about joining the federation have taken place 
Since last summer's world assembly in Minneapolis. Results have not been encou- 
raging, they said, but the committee voted to continue negotiations "seeking a 
more hopeful basis for further conferences". 


A report to the committee said that an All-Africa Theological Seminar would 
be started next February at Marangu, Tanganyika. The seminar will give advanced 
theological courses for students from every part of Africa and will be sponsored 
by member churches of the Federation. 


The rite of confirmation will be the topic of a major study by the LWF's 
Commission on Education, it was reported during the sessions. First phase of the 
study will be a series of regional conferences in different countries arranged by 
national committees of the Federation. The first was held on October 12 to 22 in 
Hofgeismar, Germany, and was attended by participants from both East and West 
Germany . : EPS, Geneva 


Church of Greece Holding Assembly of the Hierarchy 

(Athens) - Sixty bishops of the Church of Greece are attending the thirteenth assem— 
bly of the Hierarchy in Athens during the month of November, the second assembly to 
be held since the end of World War II. 


> During the meeting, the bishops are holding plenary sessions on Monday, Wednes~ 
. day and Friday each week and working in subcommittees during the rest of the week. 
Subjects being discussed include the constitution of the Church of Greece; education, 
salary and the right to vote of clergy; parish organization; preaching, sacramental 

- life, confession, armed forces chaplaincy and Sunday schools; reorganization of 
monastic life; marriage, divorce, interfaith marriages and illegitimacy; religious 
education in state schools; relations with Orthodox and heterodox churches; governing 
of church institutions and religious propaganda by Roman @tholics, Protestants and 
‘Jehovah's Witnesses in Greece. EPS, Geneva 
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Finnish Lutherans Postpone Decision on Ordination of Women 


(Helsinki) - The decision on whether or not. to ordain women as ministers in the 
Lutheran Church of Finland has been postponed until at least 1963. 


Delegates to the church's assembly, meeting last month in Helsinki, voted 
75 to 45 to refer the question to the next assembly in 1963. Meanwhile, the 
ordination proposal will go to a special committee for study. 


Under the proposal qualified women would be ordained by bishops as "curates" 
or "vice pastors" and would be permitted to take part in all normal pastoral duties 
except administering the sacraments. However, in special cases, women would be 


¢ allowed to give Communion to persons in hospitals and prisons who cannot attend 


regular services. 


Nearly a third of all Lutheran theological students in Finland are women. 
EPS, Geneva 


An Ecumenical Institute in the US 


(Evanston, Illinois) - Officials of the National Council of the Churches of Christ 
in the USA and the World Council of Churches were among those attending the in- 
stallation in October of Dr. Walter W. Leibrecht, former professor at Harvard 
Divinity School, as the first director of the Evanston Institute for Ecumenical 
Studies. 


Set up last year, the centre, first of its kind in the United States, will 
train leaders in the ecumenical movement and serve as a centre for research and 
study in ecumenical concerns. The year's programme will include conferences on 
such topics as: "The Church's Responsibility in the Middle Hast Confiicet. 
"Religion and Ethics in Business Decisions", "The Christian Faith and Human Rights" 
and "The Source and Power of Healing". 


Principal speakers at the installation ceremony were Dr. Roswell P. Barnes, 
executive secretary of the World Council of Churches in the USA, and Dr. H. Ralph 
Higgins, rector of St. Mark's Episcopal church, Evanston, and president of the 
institute. EPS, Geneva 


New Trends in Buddhism 


A paper published by a Scandinavian Buddhist mission has stated that Buddhism 
is adapting itself more to Christianity. 


Because Buddhism recognises no absolute truth, the publication says, it is 
not difficult to assimilate elements of the Christian faith and points out that 
sometimes sermons by Buddhist priests can scarcely be distinguished from those 
given by Christians. 


Buddhists have taken over Christian hymns and now sing "Buddha Is Love" and 
“What a Friend Is Our Buddha". In Japan a Buddhist priest is reported to have 
closed a service with the words, "Amen, in Jesus' Name", while other priests are 
said to speak of "Jesus Buddha", according to the paper. EPS, Geneva 
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In Brief 


A short history of the ecumenical movement, written by Pastor Paul Conord, 
general secretary. of the Reformed Church of France, has just been published in 
French. It describes the movement which led to the formation of the World 
Council of Churches in 1948 and tells of the council's present work. The book 
is included in the scries "Les Bergers et les Mages” and contains a preface 
written by Dr. W.A. Visser 't Hooft, general secretary of the WCC. 


Tapes 


. 
The Thomana Choir of Leipzig, conducted by Kurt Thomas, has been invited to 
go to the United Kingdom for a concert tour in the autumn of 1959. In the spring 
of 1959 the choir plans to tour Western Germany. 


ee 


Reports from Rumania say that 235 priests and monks of the Rumanian Orthodox 
Church have been arrested during the past few months. In addition, many Jews 
have lost their jobs or been imprisoned. No word has been received concerning the 
reaction of the headquarters of the Orthodox Church in Bucharest. 


ee 


Three conferences on economic life are being held this week in India, sponsored 
by the National Christian Council. The conferences, scheduled for North India, 
Central India and South India, are considering the theme, "Building up the Total 
Life of Village Churches". Discussions include the use of land, village indus- 
tries and marketing. 


na: 


Noon-hour services are being held in the Wilhelmina Church at The Hague, 
Holland, every other Thursday, for civil servants working in government offices. 
More than 250 persons attended the first service, arranged by the government 
workers themselves. 

* x 

The Free Methodist Church of North America, with 55,000 members, has approved 
merger with the 1,000-member Holiness Movement Church in Canada. The merger had 
earlier bcen endorsed by the Holiness Church. The Holiness group conducts work 
in Hong Kong, Brazil, Ireland and Egypt and reports that churches in Egypt have 
‘several thousand eiane: Organized in 1860, the Free Methodist Church has more 


than 1,200 churches. 
eye 


Mrs. William Sale Terrell of West Hartford, Conn., has been unanimously 
elected president of United Church Women, succeeding Mrs. Theodore 0. Wedel of 
Washington, D.C. UCW is made up of 2,200 local and state councils of church 
women and represents between 12 to 15 million Protestant and Eastern Orthodox 


women in the United States. 
~ 


Dr. Madeleine Burot, executive secretary ofthe Department of Cooperation.of Men 
and Women in Church and Society of the World Council of Churches, is the first 

woman to speak in the Cathedral of Lausanne, Switzerland. On October 30 she 
addressed 5,000 Protestant women from the canton of Vaud on the role of lay women 

in the church. Because of an overflow crowd, a second service was held in the 


Church of St. Frangois. 
* * 
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. In a radio and television speech on Reformation Day, October 31, transmitted 
throughout Western Germany and West Berlin, Dr. Reinhold von Thadden-Trieglaff 
made the official announcement of the theme for the 1951 Kirchentag - "Ye Shall 
Be My People". He stressed the fact that the theme does not refer to "the German 
people, with its hopes and disappointments, its loss of political unity and its 
longing for reunion, it refers to God Himself". The Kirchentag will be held on 
meAugust 12 to 16 in Munich. 


Si ve 


More than $25,000 was raised through the Federation of French Protestant 
Churches for relief to the flood~damaged arcas of southern France. A two-week — 
work camp, sponsored by CIMADE, Protestant relief organization in France, has 
- just ended. A twelve-member team cleaned apartments, made omergency deliveries 
of clothing and furniture and cleaned silt from farm homes and buildings. One 
team member is staying in the arca for three months to use a bulldozer supplied 
by the World Council of Churches' Division of Inter-Church Aid and Service to 
Refugees for a similar emergency two years ago. EPS, Geneva 
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Plans for BACC Assembly in Malaya 


(Jaffna, Ceylon) - "Witnesses Together" will be the theme of the first assembly of 
the new East Asia Christian Conference which will meet at Port Dixon, Malaya, 
May 14 - 26, 1959. 


The working committee of the East Asia Christian Conference "in process of 
formation" met at Jaffna November 1 and 2 to make plans for the forthcoming assembly 
which will be attended by 150 delegates from all Asian countries and 25 observers, 


At the assembly the John R. lott Memorial Lecture Series will be launched, 
honouring the late pioneer of the ecumenical movement. This annual lecture pro- 
gramme will feature speakers representing churches in East and West who will be 
selected to deliver lectures in Asia. The lectures will deal with basic issues 
concerning the Church's call to mission, unity and service. 


The first four lecturers include two Asians and two Westerners. They are 
Bishop E.C. Sobrepena, Philippines, present chairman of the EACC, and Dr. D.T. 
Niles, Ceylon, the general secretary of the new Asian ecumenical organization. 
The general secretary of the International Missionary Council, Bishop Lesslie 
“Newbigin, and the general secretary of the Vorld Council of Churches, Dr. W.A. 
Visser 't Hooft, complete the slate of speakers for the inaugural series. 
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The EACC was organized at Prapat, Indonesia, in March 1957. Its purpose is 
to further the mission of the Christian Church in Asia through regional cooperation. 
The Conference is related to both the Intemational Missionary Council and the 
World Council of Churches. 


At the Jaffna meeting of the working committee members reviewed the progress 
of the young body. They discussed recent conferences held under its auspices 
including ones dealing with industrial evangelism, family life and mass communi-— 
cations and Christian literature (see EPS Nq Be, A religious liberty study has 
been launched by the EACC., 


Prom its inter-church aid secretary, the Rev. Alan Brash of New Zealand, they 
also heard of the phenomenal growth in giving of the Asian churches since the start 
of the new organization. In the recent Indonesian crisis an emergency appeal for 
relief funds found Burma second only to the United States in size of gift with 
other Asian churches making substantial contributions. 


The Assembly, which will be held at a resort on the Malayan coast, will deal 
with three major topics: "The Witness of Churches in the Midst of Social Change", 
"The Witness of the Churches in Inter—Church Aid", "The Witness of the Churches in 
and Beyond Their Borders." 


It is expected that the delegates will set up the conference organized on a 


tentative basis at Prapat, as an organ of continuing cooperation among Asian 
churches. EPS, Geneva 


Canadian Council of Churches Meets 


(Winnipeg) - It is a “monumental absurdity" that more than 150 Christian denomi- 
nations in North America should each claim to be, in some measure, more faithful 
than the others to "the primitive church", the retiring president of the Canadian 
Council of Churches, Dr. Emlyn Davies, told the council's twelfth biennial meeting 
in Winnipeg, Manitoba, in late October. 


“What is tragic," he said, "ts that all the Christian communiuns, ©: > , 
from the wealthy politically-minded Roman Catholic Church to the strangest and 
most insignificant Christian group, are equally involved." Dr. Davies, who is 
pastor of the Yorkminster Baptist church in Toronto, charged that Canada's churches 
have created "denominational gods" and some have made idols of the Bible and the 
Church. All “must carry the shame of our pride, our sin, our stubborn self-will 
and of our common denial of the fellowship of Christ," he said. EPS, Geneva 


Presbyterians Ask for Korean Unification 


(Seoul) - The Presbyterian Church in Korea has appealed for the unification of 
Korea “at the earliest possible time" in a resolution adopted by the church's 
A3rd annual General Assembly, meeting in Seoul. 


The assembly noted that South Korean churches "have grown in strength by 
more than 80 per cent" since 1945 but that “more than half of our congregations 
and Christian friends, located in the northern part of Korea, are allowed abso- 
lutely no freedom of faith and are undergoing continuous grinding trouble and 
often death. We make our appeal with the hope that the United Nations will enable 
us to accomplish the unification of the Republic of Korea at the earliest possible 


time," the resolution said. 


= past: 
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During the sessions plans were made for a church-wide celebration in the 
autumn of 1959 to mark the 75th anniversary of the coming of evangelical Chris-— 
tianity to Korea. The 270—member body decided not to take into consideration 
a motion calling for the Assembly to withdraw the church's membership in the 
World Council of Churches. EPS, Geneva 


Canadian Anglicans and Polish Church Mark Inter—Communion 


(Toronto) - A service marking the recognition of inter—communion between the 
Anglican Church of Canada and the Polish National Catholic Church of America 
has been held in St. James Cathedral in Toronto. 


In a statement before the service, the Anglican General Synod said that the 
Special service would help to emphasize to the people in Canada, "particularly 
the Polish people, that there is another church Serving them in freedom and ready 
to form congregations in Canadian cities". Two bishops from the Polish church, 
one from the Protestant Episcopal Church in the US and most of the Anglican bishops 
who were attending a meeting of their church's House of Bishops, attended the 
service. 


The Polish church was formed in 1904 in Scranton, Pennsylvania, and has about 
300,000 members in the United States, Canada and Poland. In Canada the church 
has a congregation in Hamilton, Toronto and Quebec and four in Manitoba. It is 
a member of the old Catholic Church Union and the World Council of Churches. 

EPS, Geneva 


Church's Role in European Cooperation Considered 


(Brussels) - The Committee on the Christian Responsibility for European Coopera- 
tion met in Brussels on November 8 - 10 and considered “opportunities and problems" 
for European countries raised by the European Common Market and the Ruropean 
Atomic Energy Community (Euratom). 


The committee, an unofficial group which has been meeting twice a year for 
eight years to look at the Christian responsibility in relation to Kuropean eco- 
nomic and political cooperation, also examined the political situation in France 
and its effect on European cenperation, recent developments in Eastern Europe 
and the conference of European churches which will meet next January in Denmark. 
Dr. C.L. Patijn of Holland, chairman of the group, was asked to be its represen- 
tative at the meeting. 


In a statement drawn up at the meeting's close, the committee said the rea- 
lisation of the European Common Market and Euratom "should have been taken more 
Seriously by the European churches, for this initiative contains the real possi- 
bility that men and women may live and work together more effectively in a Euro- 


“pean society". 


In discussing relations with Eastern Europe the committee said that "far 
more important than any economic relations are the cultural, scientific, intellec- 
tual, religious and personal contacts on an unofficial level which allow greater 
opportunities for overcoming tensions and fears on both sides of the so-called 
Iron Curtain than was possible before and which can give real meaning to the 
familiar slogan of peaceful co-existence..... It is the duty of Western Christians 
to maintain and develop contacts with countries behind the Iron Curtain through 
relatives, friends, professional colleagues and especially between individual 
Christians and Christian groups, notwithstanding the continuing political tensions 
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between East and West." Christian churches, the committee pointed out, "should 
remain closely connected in/prayer as well as in mutual help". 


New relations with Eastern European nations are also possible in the economic 
field the committee said, and "we believe that these should be intensified". 


In its conclusion, the committee said that "under the present circumstances" 
the best service the European |churches can render is "not to withdraw from their 
responsibility to support creative action for Kuropean cooperation; to study the 
implications of political ethics in terms of present historical alternatives; to 

.. Maintain relations with their sister churches in the East and to preserve and 
strengthen the Christian spiritual unity of Kurope." 


Present at the meeting besides Dr. Patijn were the Rt. Hon. John Edwards and 
Sir Kenneth Grubb of Great Britain, Dr. Walter Bauer of Germany, M. Jean Rey of | 


: Belgium and Prof. René Courtin of France. BPS, Geneva 

y United Church in Japan Plans Evangelism Programme 

} (Tokyo) - The United Church of Christ in Japan has unanimously approved a special 
7 evangelism programme for its centennial year in 1959, calling for the "mobilization 
bj of all churches", The action was taken by the biennial convention, meeting in 

2 Hy 

5 okyo late in October. 


In other action, the convention increased the church's total budget by 
¥ 6,080,000 ($17,000) over last year. Named as moderator of the church is the 
Rev, Keikishi Shirai, 76-year-old pastor of the Chiyoda Church in Tokyo. 


Statistical reports heard during the convention showed increases in every 
area except Sunday school attendance. Church membership stands at 175,506, an 
increase of more than 3,000 over last year's figure. KPS, Geneva 


WCC Youth Department Holds Consultation 


(Crét-Bérard) - During 1959 ecumenical youth councils in Europe will be asked to 
recruit more than 900 youth for various activities supported by the Youth Depart- 
ment of the World Council of Churches, according to plans discussed during a series 
of meetings from October 26 to November 5 at Crét-Bérard, Switzerland, at the 
annual autumn consultation of the department. The meetings included a work camp 
consultation and meetings of ecumenical youth secretaries of Europe, Youth Depart- 
_ ment national correspondents and the preparatory committee for the 1960 Lausanne 
- youth assembly. 


is. 5 pS eer eee 


Needed next year will be 650 ecumenical work campers, about 40 youth for the 
voluntary service projects now being conducted in Austria, 10 ecumenical youth 
visitors to go from Europe to the United States to take part in denominational 
youth conferences and camps and 200 youth to participate in a special programme 
at the Kirchentag, set for next August in Munich. 


During their meeting, the ecumenical youth secretaries called for a greater 
interest in world political, economic and social questions on the part of youth. 
The secretaries heard reports on the work of the World Council, plans for the 
Kirchentag, preparations for the Lausanne conference. 


The national correspondents, meeting on November 2 and 3, voted to hold 
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another Faith and Order consultation on the sacrament of Holy Communion in January 
1960. It will follow one held last January on Baptism and Confirmation. 


More than 1,600 young people representing youth organizations in Europe in- 
cluding a special delegation from the United States and some African and Asian 
students are expected to attend the Lausanne youth assembly on July 13 - 24, 1960. 

EPS, Geneva 


an orief 


The proposed merger of the World Council of Churches and the International 
Missionary §Souncil has been endorsed by the annual meeting of the International 
Convention of Christian Churches (Disciples of Christ), in session at St. Louis, 


“Missouri. The proposal is now being considered by member churches and councils 


of the two organizations. Final action is scheduled to be taken at the 1961 
Assembly of the World Council. 
Teas 


Contributions to 52 Protestant and Eastern Orthodox communions in the United 
States reached an all-time record of $2,206,593,817 in 1957, an increase of 
$165,000,000 over the previous year, according to figures just released by the 
National Council of the Churches of Christ in the USA. Six major denominations 
in Canada reported a record $90,717,000 in contributions. 


aK 


The Australian government is issuing special stamps depicting the Nativity 
scene for use on Christmas mails this year, The stamps will show a child knee- 
ling in prayer before the Star of Bethlehem. 


* * 


Bishop Halfdan Hégsbro of Nykébing-Falster, Denmark, has been elected pre- 
sident of the Northern Missionary Council for the next four years. 


cy aca 


The Lutheran Church in Saatalistan, India, will be constituted as an indepen- 
dent church on January 1, 1959, according to reports from Scandinavia. The church 
is the result of work of Norwegian, Danish and American missions. 


20 as 


Church people in the United Kingdom gave £175,000 ($500,000) to the work of 
inter-church aid last year, according to an annual report issued by Inter-Church 
Aid. and Refugee Service of the British Council of Churches, The figure is an 


increase of £125,000 over the total amount given in 1952. 
Tape, tas 


Representatives of the Mohammedan Mission to Scandinavia have selected a site 

in Oslo for a mosque, the first to be built in Scandinavia. 
* * 

From November 9 to 15 the YMCA and YWCA in eighty countries joined together 
for the annual Week of Prayer, the 91st observed by the two world movements. The 
theme this year was: "If anyone is in Christ, he is a new creation". Meditations 
were prepared by young people from North and South America, Africa, Europe, Asia, 
the Middle East and Oceania. 7 

+ 

Historic City Temple in London, bombed during World War II, was rededicated 
on October 30 in a service attended by hundreds of worshippers, including Queen 
Elizabeth, the Queen Mother. Dr. Leslie Weatherhead is pastor of the church. 
EPS, Geneva 
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= A Special Report 


Communist Minister of Kerala Interviewed on Future of Private Schools 
a ES SD erviewed on Future of Private Schools 


(Trivandrun, India) - The proposed education bill of the Communist government of 
the state of Kerala, India, will probaboy be passed with modifications in line with 


the decisions of the country's Supreme Court, according to the Kerala education 
minister. 


In an interview with an Ecumenical Press Service reporter, Prof. J. Mundasery, 
Minister of education of the government of Kerala, alleged that private schools 

had been badly "mismanaged", The bill, he said, was designed to see that teachers 
receive the full pay allotted them by the government and that selection of teachers 
is done by an "impartial public service commission." 


Of Kerala's 11,000 schools, some 7,000 are privately managed by Christian, 
Hindu, Moslem and other groups. Kerala's high literacy rate — 80 per cent - has 
been frequently attributed to the pioneering work of Christian schools in this 
area. For many years before the establishment of public schools, private Chris- 
_ tian schools provided education for thousands of children, both Christian and 
non-Christian. Today Kerala has the highest literacy rate of any state in India. 


The Christian schools are generally admitted to have higher standards than 
the government operated schools. According to Christian educators, many govern- 

ment leaders prefer to send their own children to the Christian schools rather 

_ than public schools. The schools operated by churches serve the entire community 

-and in many of the schools, non-Christians outnumber Christians. 


‘Christian leaders in Kerala have expressed fear that the new bill will mean 
the end of academic freedom and make it impossible for the management of the 
schools to select their own faculties. Provisions in the bill as first presen- | 
ted would have enabled the government to take over the schools under certain 
"crisis" circumstances. It was this part of the bill which caused India's pre- 
_sident to refer it to the country's Supreme Court. The court decided that these 
clauses violated the safeguards for minorities established by India's constitution. 
The provisions concerning selection of teachers also were considered of doubtful 
constitutionality by some legal experts. 


Even in revised form, the bill poses a threat to Christian and other private 
_ Schools, Christian educators here believe. They feel that it will be impossible 
to have a school with "a Christian atmosphere" if the management cannot select 

_ teachers directly. And they fear the new bill is another step toward state 
Control of all education which could lead to political indoctrination of pupils. 


"There are private schools but no denominational schools now," Professor 
_Mundasery stressed. "T mean by that there is not a single school which has been 
_ going it alone economically. And religion is not taught during school hours. 
The curriculum is already prescribed by the state. All teachers are paid by the 
a etate," 


; "So there has been no difference in the conduct of public schools and pri- 

-_ vate schools as far as curriculum and payment of teachers is concerned," he said, 
"put the school management has been allowed to select the teachers. And, of 

_ course, the privately owned school is free to use the property for religious in- 

_ struction after regular school hours. ‘They will be able to do this under the new 
_ bill as well but the selection of teachers will be done from a list of qualified 

_ applicants chosen by the public service commission." 
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Answering a question concerning the reason behind this new provision, the 
education minister charged that in some schools the management had misused its 
authority and had been guilty of malpractices such as witholding part of the 
teacher's salary for "fees" or giving jobs to teachers who are willing to sub- 
scribe to certain funds. He claimed that these practices would be eliminated 
under the new bill and that teachers would be assured of security and full pay- 
ment of their salaries. 


Professor Mundasery asked why Christianity was divided and unable to demon- 
"Strate the Christian life. 


"Naturally as the state has assumed more of the economic operation of the 
schools, it has brought them under more regulations regarding classroom studies 
and teacher qualifications. If the government is going to offer pensions to 
teachers, it must be sure of their choice and appointment." 


Malpractice in administration of state funds by private agencies has now 
become a "mass problem", he charged, He said that "naturally the management 
wants its own men" and are not willing to assure permanency to others. 


"There are 50,000 teachers in Kerala. It is only fair that the state govern- 
ment protects the salaries of the teachers, offers them certain legal rights such 
as assurance that they will get their salary in full, and assures them of tenure 
DL job." 


The bill, according to the education minister, will determine the demand for 
teachers, administer objective tests and prepare a list of qualified teachers. 
The list, "determined on merit", will be given to the management for choice. 


leaders of Christian education believe this provision will make it virtually 
impossible to maintain schools with a Christian atmosphere and Christian princi- 
ples. Although even now teachers in Christian schools represent different re- 
ligious backgrounds, the school managements feel that it has been possible to 
maintain certain standards and environmental conditions even though there is no 
overt teaching of Christianity during regular classroom sessions. 


Some church leaders feel that this means the end of Christian schools in a 
state where cne-third of the population is Christian. One church leader says 
his group may try "to go it alone" by charging fees, reducing the number of students, 
paying teachers out of income received and conducting fewer schools. This will 
create great economic hardships, particularly in regard to payment of teachers. 


"Those who wish to run private schools may do so if they pay the teachers," 
Minister Mundasery declared. 


Observers point out that since cducation in Kerala is more than fifty per 
cent under the management of private schools on property owned by them the new 
bill will seriously restrict the activity of private schools. 


And the argument that teachers are paid exclusively by the state does not 
take into consideration the historical fact that public education for the entire 
community for many years was conducted almost exclusively by the church. 


Roman Catholic, Mar Thoma, Syrian Orthodox and Church of South India schools 
are among those who will be hard hit by the new bill. EPS, Geneva 
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EPS Celebrates First Quarter Century 


y (Geneva) - The Ecumenical Press Service is twenty five years old this month. 


To celebrate the anniversary a special picture supplement goes out with this 
issue. Designed to reflect some of the many concerns and activities of its spon- 


» soring agencies, the pictures are available from WCC Information, Geneva. 


At its launching, as the International Christian Press and Information 
Service, in 1933, the service set out to give weekly objective coverage in English, 
French and German editions, on the life of the churches and Christian movements. 

' It rapidly gained recognition as a reliable source. As pioneer in "ecumenical 
international press work", the service was sponsored in the first place by the 
former International Christian Council for Life and ‘Jork, and the former World 
Alliance for International Friendship through the Churches, the YiiCA and the YWCA, 
Sponsorship grew to include the present participating groups; WCC, IMC, WCC, 
YMCA, YWCA, WSCF and UBS. 


The formula for the press service in the earlier years of its work was "ob- 
jective, but not neutral". The news items tried from the beginning to serve the 
churches and to explain what was happening within the life of the Christian move- 
Ments. The events of World War II underlined the way in which this aim of objec- 
tivity was linked with an attempt to acquaint a much wider public with the struggle 
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of the churches for independence and deeper unity. The objective has always been 
to remain a clear factual record, but to let the facts speak from within the ecu- 
| menical movement and about the movement's meaning and progress. 
The first director and editor, Alexandre de Weymarn, served EPS for over twenty 
years. He built it up as an accepted part of the international family of reliable 
news services. His knowledge of the Russian language and of Buropean sources rapid- 
ly built a reputation for specialised reporting on the life of the European churches. 
Correspondents from all over the world also sent regular "stories" for EPS and gave 
it world-wide range. Other priorities in reporting included relationships between 
Roman Catholics and other Christians. Special attention has always been given to 
Manan world, Many Roman Catholic "ecumenists" continue to read EPS regu- 
wlarily. 


. Today EPS is published and sent out from Geneva. The special New York 
pedition has now been suspended. A unified English service crosses the Atlantic 
each week to subscribers in the US and Canada, mostly by airmail. Since the coming 
on the scene of the enlarged facilities of the Information Department of the WCC in 
—1954, the editorial team of EPS comes from the World Council of Churches, but all 
the sponsoring agencies contribute. 


A weekly meeting of the sponsoring bodies! editorial board goes through copy 
that has been made up after the staff's weekly review of daily newspapers, church 
press and news services in many languages. The middle of the week sees final 
e€ 
n 


, 
4 
editorial work in progress. Translation and adaptation go hand in hand, with the 
“needs of many national and church publics in mind. 


EPS is sent out to about 2,700 subscribers in 70 countries. Many of them use 
it for regular comment columns, news items, radio and television news programmes. 
European dailies reproduce EPS items, which are also picked up by international wire 
“services and relayed to many lands. Speakers, writers, theological teachers and 
‘students, Church leaders, local ministers, libraries, Christian press services all 
Over the world, rely on the service as a primary source of balanced information. 


Efforts have been made in the last two years to build up a corps of competent 
voluntary reporters who send copy fast to Geneva from every continent. Most items 
are shorter than they were twenty-five years ago, but fuller “special reports" and 
"documents" often supplement the more closely written material aimed to reach news 
columns, The fuller text of these reports and documents often fills out the issue 
and helps readers to set the news in focus. 


A commemorative dinner was held in Geneva on November 19 to mark the quarter 
century of the service. EPS, Geneva 


‘ 
Methodists, Catholics Speak on Race Problem 


(New York) - Bishops of the Roman Catholic Church and the Methodist Church in the 
United States have issued statements calling for action on the question of Negro 
rights. 


The Methodist Council of Bishops, meeting in Cincinnati, Ohio, said on Novem- 
ber 13 that "we heartily commend those lay people, pastors and bishops who have 
demonstrated Christian courage in critical areas. In these days of extreme ten- 
‘sions we commend our people who, while not always sharing the same attitude on in- 
tegration, are determined to demonstrate in their own lives the qualities of under- 


Standing, tolerance and brotherhood." 
} . 


<= 
, 
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. The bishops also pointed out that "equal justice can be had only under law. 

To obey the law only when it suits us is to invite others to do likewise and that 
ultimately leads to anarchy. We therefore call upon our people to treat obedience 
to and respect for law as a Christian moral obligation and to see to it that, if and 
when any law needs to be revised strengthened or eliminated, it can be done not by 
“resort to force or violence but by legally established legislative procedure." 


The Methodist council unanimously reaffirmed its support of the Supreme Court 
decision outlawing segregation in public schools. 


a Meeting in Washington, D.C., on the same day, the Roman Catholic bishops in the 
United States called for decisive but prudent action to eradicate racial segregation. 
“The 210 bishops who attended the meeting made a plea for "responsible and sober- 
Minded Americans of all religious faiths, in all areas of our land, to seize the 
“mantle of leadership from the agitator and the racist," 


The statement said that enforced segregation cannot be reconciled with the 
‘Christian view of man because "legal segregation or any form of compulsory segre- 
gation in itself and by its very nature imposes a stigma of inferiority upon the 
‘segregated people"; and segregation "has led to oppressive conditions and the 
‘denial of basic human rights for the Negro". 


The Roman Catholic bishops said "we may well deplore a gradualism that is 
merely a cloak for inaction" but added that "we equally deplore rash impetuosity 
‘that would sacrifice the achievements of decades in ill-timed and ill-considered 
entures", 


The bishops concluded: "It is vital that we act now and act decisively. All 
must act quietly, courageously and prayerfully before it is too late." 
BPS, Geneva 


Home for Aged Russian Refugees Opened in France 


Sst. Raphael) - A home for 108 aged Russian refugees was formally opened on 
November 14 at St. Raphael, France, in a service attended by four bishops of the 
Orthodox Church, officials of the French government and representatives of the 
home's sponsoring agencies. 


The home, the former Hermitage Hotel on France's Oédte d'Azur, is a joint 

Project of the World Council of Churches, CIMADE, the United States Escaree Programme, 
the Tolstoy Foundation and Swiss HEKS, the inter-church aid organigation of the 

Wiss Protestant churches. The ae SNA tls is paying an Saas: for the 
‘daily expenses of each refugee. 


At the same time, it was announced that final arrangements have been made by 
CIMADE to purchase the Diana Hotel, next door to the Hermitage, as a home for 70 
Russian refugees from Hong Kong. 


: Most of the refugees at the Hermitage, ranging in age from the mid-fifties to 
OT, have been living in Iran for many years, while others have come from Trieste, 
Beirut, Turkey, Greece, and Indo-China. The first residents arrived only two days 
before the opening, filling the home to capacity. Aboard the plane for the more 
than twenty-hour flight was Mrs. Nastasie Pahina, 97, who had lived in Teheran for 


fifty years. 


Pastor Marc Boegner, president of CIMADE, the service agency of the French 
ao: and president of the French Protestant Federation, spoke to the new arri- ss 
ls and callod the home « sign of solidarity and brotherly love between the 
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a Orthodox Church and the Protestant churches of France and of the World Council 
WS of Churches. 
iy. 


Other speakers included Mr. Roulies, Prefect of Var, Mr. Henry C. Martin of 
_ USEP, Mr. Philippe Monod, director of Social Affairs in the French government, 
Mr, Henry Tremaud of the office of the UN High Commissioner for Refugees, Mrs. 
Tatiana Schaufuss, director of the Tolstoy Foundation, and Metropolitan James of 
Melita, representative of the Ecumenical Patriarch of Constantinople at the head- 
_ quarters of the World Council of Churches in Geneva. Taking part in a solem 

' Orthodex "Te Deum" were Metropolitan James, Bishop Methodius, Bishop Sylvester and 
_ Bishop Anthony. Also attending the opening were Dr. Edgar H.S. Chandler and Miss 
Margaret Jaboor, director and assistant director of the WCC's Service to Refugees. 
| Directors of the Hermitage are Mr. Jean Durand-Gasselin and Miss Katrin 

_ Gannechine. BPS, Geneva 


_ Roman Catholics Co-ordinate Latin American Strategy 


_ (Rome, Italy) - A conference of Latin American bishops has been held in Rome to 
plan future strategy for the Roman Catholic Church in their continent. 


The meeting was attended by about fifty prelates and was sponsored by the 
Latin American Council of Bishops, formed at Rio de Janeiro, Brazil, in 1955. 
The bishops discussed ways of combating the effects of leakage from the Roman 
_ Catholic Church to indifferentism and to non-Catholic religious bodies. 


In an address to the conference, Archbishop Antonio Samore, secretary of the 
Sacred Congregation of Extraordinary Affairs and formerly Papal Nuncio to Colombia, 
stressed that "we are not against anyone or anything, but we simply strive to 
strengthen our own faith, to increase the number of our priests and to make their 
work effective". 


The archbishop described steps being taken in Belgium, Spain, France, Ireland 
and Germany to send priests to Latin America, which has a nominal third of the world's 
Catholic population, 160,000,000, and is suffering from shortage of trained clergy. 
Ninety priests are now being trained at Louvain in Belgium. 


Suggestions discussed by the bishops included use of radio sessions in Spanish 
to combat poor knowledge of Catholic teaching, provision of more Bibles, Bible— 
reading campaigns and more catechetical literature. Bishop Agnelo Rossi of Barra 
do Pirai, Brazil, urged establishment of Catholic cultural and recreational centres 
' for youth. . EPS, Geneva 


P Boys! Town Parliament Meets in Germany 


- (Marburg) - More than 150 young men, members of the first Boys' Town parliament, 
met in Marburg, Germany, this month and asked adults to "help us to come to terms 
) with this world". 


The 17 to 20-year-old boys made a plea for understanding rather than "too much 
criticism" but acknowledged that "no generation before that of our parents has had 
_ to live through such a revolutionary change in the established order of things, has 
had to see so many ideals fall to pieces." Their resolutions will be sent to the 
_ German Parliament. 


The boys' towns were established eleven years ago by Mr. Arnold Dannemann,. 
president of the Federal Association of German YMCAs and are still carried on in 
Close cooperation with the YMCA. EPS, Geneva 
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- Further Appeal for South African Treason Trial Prisoners 


_ (London) - Christian Action, an organization that has already raised funds for 
the defence and support of prisoners held by the South African government on 
_ charges of high treason, has issued a further "most urgent appeal". 


The charges in the trial have been changed and further hearings will be held. 
In an advertisement in the British church press, twenty-two nationally-known 
signatories claim that "for two years the agony of these unhappy people, and of 
all those dependent on them, dragged on: and now', the appeal continues, "the 
prosecution has found that, if the present ivdd een ente were persisted in, ac- 
quittal would be inevitable... What then does the prosecution do? It withdraws 
the indictment, releases the prisoners on bail — and lets it be known that a new 
indictment will be drafted and the whole torment be started all over again. That 
— such cat-and-mouse misery could be inflicted by a civilized government in the 
twentieth century seems incredible", say the signers. 


Calling for much greater sums than are now available to help the accused 

group, the appeal says "this is a debt that white humanity owes to black humanity 
and to those whites (for some whites are arraigned) who have helped black humanity".. 
: The money raised will also be used in part, according to the advertisement, 
"to help the victims of racialism in other similar mass trials - including the 
omen arrested in Johannesburg for their refusal to accept the government's dis-— 
-criminating pass laws". 


Sponsors of the renewed appeal include the Anglican Bishop of Birmingham, Dr. 
Leonard Wilson; Sir Kenneth Grubb; Father Trevor Huddleston; Dr. George Macleod; 
the Bishop of Manchester; Dr. William Greer; Dr. Nathaniel Micklem; Dr. Donald 
Soper and Dr. Leslie Weatherhead. EPS, Geneva 


Protestant aud Orthodox Theological Students Confer 

(Heidelberg, Germany) - Protestant and Orthodox theological students met in 
Heidelberg in late October to study the Orthodox teaching about the Church and 
its bearing on the ecumenical movement. 


The conference was attended by students and graduates of the Evangelical facul- 
ties at Bonn, Erlangen, Heidelberg, Miinster and Tiibingen, and organized by the 
External Relations Office of the Protestant Church in Germany (EKD) in cooperation 
‘with Professor Edmund Schlink, chairman of the German Ecumenical Study Committee, 
and Professor Leo Zander, lecturer at the Russian Orthodox Institute of St. Sergius 
‘in Paris. Various students spoke on the general theme in relation to their own 
fields of study, including a Greek student working in Germany, who presented the 
“basic principles of Orthodoxy". 


Discussion also covered the best methods of studying the Eastern Church as 
Orthodox theologians see it, with a survey of new research possibilities opened 
up by Orthodox faculties and institutes in Athens and Paris. 


The Heidelberg meeting was a response to a warning recently given by WCC 
general secretary W.A. Visser 't Hooft that Protestants were still not adequately 
equipped for intensive interchurch discussions with the Orthodox. At the same | 
time it continued a series of such meetings inaugurated by the EKD's external re- — 
lations office in 1948, when German, Russian and Greek theologians met to consider 
the colouring given to interpretation of Christian sources by confessional back- 


ground and training. EPS, Geneva 
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‘Swiss Pastors Oppose Atomic Weapons 


-(Olten) - A resolution disagreeing with government plans to equip the Swiss army 
with atomic weapons has been proposed at a special meeting of the Association of 
_ SWiss Pastors and sent to all association members for a vote. 

- 
| The proposed statement says that “our obedience to Holy Scripture commands us 
_ not to use Weapons which possess a power, never known before, that can irreparably 
harm God's creation. Because the use of atomic weapons threatens to turn defence 
of one’s country into its opposite, because it oversteps the limits of self-defence 
and causes mass destruction which cannot be justified in the eyes of God, we are 
» forced to reject it." 


At the time of the association's annual assembly two months ago, a decision 
on the subject of rearmament was postponed. EPS, Geneva 


In Brief 


| With the approval of the Archbishop of Canterbury, clergy of the Church of 

_ England are to take part in training conferences in the use of radio and television. 
The BBC will start with a selected group of London clergy in January. The Associ- 
ated British Cinemas, (ABC), television contractors for the British midlands and 
north, will also run and finance summer schools for groups of up to twenty clergy. 


* 


For the first time, a German city has given land for a sports-ground to a YMCA. 
In Cologne, where the YMCA building was completely destroyed during World War II, 
city authorities have just given the association - which does not yet have its own 


building - a new stadium. 
Fon a 


The largest YMCA building in Germany is under construction in Stuttgart. 


Ke 


After a lapse of several decades, the German YMCA is resuming its work among 
‘the armed forces. During the winter work will be started in ten German garrisons. 


Te tay 


The Rev. Helge Fosseus has been appointed by the Church of Sweden Mission as 
‘bishop of the Evangelical Lutheran Zulu Church in South Africa. The Swedish board 
had made it possible for the Zulu to elect an African bishop, but reported that the 
‘church had asked for Pastor Fosseus, who has been a missionary in South Africa for 
several years. 


> 


rate 


The largest budget inits history - $3,925,720 \ - has been voted by the board 
of managers of Church World Service, relief arm of the National Council of the 
‘Churches of Christ in the USA. The 1959 total is an increase of $500,000. 

* * 

7 Two hundred copies of Bibles printed in Armenian Ararat were sent last week 

| from the headquarters of the British and Foreign Bible Society to a destination in 
Soviet Armenia. Referred to by Bible Society officials as "the first such con- 
 signment for many years", the bulk package was part of a Bible Society programme that 
- involves the sending out of scriptures from the London Bible House at an average rate 


of six tons every working day. 
ag * * 


The Moscow Patriarchate of the Russian Orthodox Church is planning to issue a 


church news-service from Moscow, in Russian and English. 
. x 
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/ Refugees can only wait Fiiichtlinge kKOnnen nur warten 
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Christmas Eve will be observed im any Dutch towns this year by communal carol 
singing. Started five years ago by a shop keeper in Utrecht, the idea has spread 
and last year many towns had to use the largest halls available. Both Protestants 
and Roman Catholics cooperate in making arrangements. 


* * 


The American film "The Ten Commandments" cannot be shown in the Soviet Union, 
according to information received from Eric Johnston, president of the Motion Picture 
Association in Washington. It was one of ten films offered by representatives of 
the American film industry to the USSR. No reason was given for the refusal to 
accept it. 

eS sa 


The authorities in the German Democratic Republic again granted permission for 
people from West Berlin to visit graves of near relatives in East Germany on Novewsi.. 
ber 19 (the Day of Prayer and Repentance). 


metic, 


According to the last report received from Harry Thomsen, who works in the 
Scandinavian Mission to Buddhists, forty new religious bodies have sprung up in 
Japan since the war. One-fifth of the population belongs to them. Harry Thomsen 
regards this as a sign of the search for truth. 


ee 


The Holy Synod of the Orthodox Church of Bulgaria has published a letter in its 
magazine, inviting the clergy and laity of Bulgaria to take action in the struggle ©° 
against nuclear weapons and for general disarmament, which is being started this 
month by the World Peace Council. 

* 


Celebrations were held by the Holy Synod of the Orthodox Church of Bulgaria for 
the 50th anniversary of the ordination of Dr. Stefan Zankov. Dr. Zankov was a pio- 
neer in the ecumenical movement, and is professor of Canon Law at the theological 


faculty of Sofia. 
k * 


Up to one hundred letters of thanks come daily from German internees and pri- 
soners of war in the USSR to acknowledge the sending of parcels from the Evangelical 
Church's organization that supervises the work in Munich. 


Pe ae 


At a conference of exiled East German evangelical Christians held at Konigsfeld 
in the Black Forest it was stated that serious setbacks had been encountered since 
World War II in the former German provinces now governed by Poland, where census 
figures show that Protestants have shrunk to about one percent of the population, 

BPS, Geneva 


THE PICTURES in this issue are from a new illustrated handbook on THE WORLD 
COUNCIL OF CHURCHES. The handbook is available at 2 Swiss Francs, 2s. 6d., or 
504.from WCC Information, Geneva. Concessions for bulk orders. 


These ane many other pictures illustrating church life and some news items 
in EPS can also be obtained from the WCC's photo files. 


WEEK OF PRAYER FOR CHRISTIAN UNI] 
1959 


First Day 18 Jan 


LOVE 
the ground of unity 


I Sam. 18: 1-4; 20: 1-42. The friendship and devotion of D 
and Jonathan. - 

I Cor. 13. The hymn of love. 

Psalm 133. The blessing of brotherhood. 


MEDITATION 


By Him: love stronger than fear hee 
With Him: love for strangers afar off 
In Him: love for the brethren near by | 


is to Thee | 
God the Father Almighty 
t in the 
Unity of the Holy Ghost 
all Honour and Glory 


Daily Intention : 

Resolving to live in love this day: daring to believe that lov 
triumphant. 

Remembering those who in silent acts of love in homes, schor 
hospitals, offices, fields, and all the paths of ordinary life \ 
ness to God who is love. 

Visualizing what love means for the unity of the Church. 


COLLECT 


O God our Father, Good beyond all that is good, fair beyond 
that is fair, in whom is calmness, peace and concord ; reconcile 
pray Thee Thy servants separated one from another by dissensi 
and lead us back into a unity of love which may bear some liker 
to Thy sublime nature. And as Thou art above all things, grant 1 
we may be united in generosity of spirit ; that by the bonds of | 
and ties of affection we may become spiritually one, as well wit 
ourselves as with each other, through that peace of Thine wl 
maketh all things peaceful in the grace, mercy and pity of 7 
beloved Son. Amen.* } 


BENEDICTION 
TT. Con Tgee is 


MEDITATION 


By Him: peace passing understanding 
With Him: peace among the peoples 
In Him: sce Pa: the Church 


Thee 
God the: Father ‘Aimighty 


n the 
Unity of ihe Holy Ghost 
all Honour and Glory 


Daily Intention: 


Resolving to be at_peace this day: struggling for righteousni 
but trusting in God’s judgment. 


Remembering those under authority — magistrates and politician: 
rulers and officials, those in military and diplomatic servi 
and all others who bear the burden of achieving and maintainin 
peace among men. ~ 4] 


Visualizing what peace means for the unity of the Church. 


COLLECT 


O Lord Jesus Christ, who didst say to Thine apostles, Peace 
leave with you, my peace I give unto you: regard not our sins bt 
the faith of Thy Church, and grant her that peace and unity whic 
is soon nein to Thy will, ‘who livest and reignest God, world withot 
en men.® 


BENEDICTION 
I Thess. 5; 23-24 


Fourth Day 21 Januai 


PATIENCE 
the way of unity 
Isaiah 50: 4-11. The greatness of soul of the servant of the Lor« 
II Cor. 6: 1-13. The apostle’s constancy extends his love to cove 


the needs of all the faithful. . 
Psalm 91. A sure trust and confidence in God’s mercy. 


MEDITATION 


By Him: patience of constant love 
With Him: patience under worldly afflictions 
In Him: patience ce ae Soon of God’s people 


God the. Father CAlmighty 


n the 
Unity of tie Loe Ghost 
all Honour and Glory 


Remembering the poor, the weak, the hungry, the distressed 
lost, the forgotten, and all others who need _the signs of g 
ness and. kindness of God through acts of mercy and s 
justice without which life is meaningless. 

Visualizing what kindness and goodness mean for the unit 
the Church. 


COLLECT a 


O benignant King of ages and Master of all creation, receive 1 
Church approaching Thee through Christ ; fulfil for each of us w 
is good for him, bring us all to perfection, and make us meet_ 
the grace of Thy sanctification, uniting us together in Thy H 
Church, which Thou hast purchased with the precious blood 
Thine only-begotten Son, our Lord and Saviour Jesus Chri 
with whom ,and with Thine all-holy, good and life-giving Spi 
Thou art blessed and glorified for ever. Amen.° 


BENEDICTION 
Eph. 6: 23-24 


Sixth Day 23 Janu 


FAITHFULLNESS 
the’ sinews of unity 


Ezek. 34. The faithfulness of shepherds in the service of tl 


flocks. : 
John 10: 1-18. Jesus, true and faithful Shepherd. 
Psalm 23. God, the faithful Shepherd. 


MEDITATION 


By Him: faithful to the end 
With Him: faithful to those without faith J 
In Him: faithful to the community of the faithful 


is to Thee 
God the Father Almighty 


in the 
Unity of the Holy Ghost 
all Honour abd Glory 


Daily Intention : ; 
Resolving to be faithful this day: not counting the cost 
enduring to the end. 
Remembering the cloud of witness who have kept the faith : | 
particularly at this time the ministry — pastors and laymer 
who have been given special responsibilities of caring for, 
protecting the Flock, and of whom faithfulness is requt 


Visualizing what faithfulness means for the unity of the Chui 


- 


Eighth Day 25 Ja 


TEMPERATENESS: SELF-CONTROL 
the note of unity ‘ 


Zeph. 3: 9-20. The new Jerusalem where all will be held ‘in b 


by the presence of God. : 
I Cor. 1: 26-2: 5. In our weakness God shews forth His po 


John 17. The prayer of Jesus for His own. 


MEDITATION 
By Him: tempered as by fire 


With Him: tempered for witness and service 
In Him: tempered for harmony 


is to Thee 
God the Father Almighty 


in the 
Unity of the Holy Ghost 
all Honour and Glory oe 


/ 


Daily Intention : 

Resolving to be temperate this day : ready to be tempered by Ge 
into the One Body (I Cor. 12: 24). 

Remembering the rich gifts bestowed on the Church — apostle 
prophets, teachers, miracle workers, healers, helpers, admini 
trators, speakers in tongues, interpreters — and the power | 
the Spirit to temper these, into a mighty instrument witho’ 
discord, to praise God and fill the whole earth with His new son 


Visualizing what temperateness means for the unity of the Churc 


COLLECT 


Almighty God, who hast given us grace at this time with o: 
accord to make our common supplications unto Thee; and de 
promise that when two or three are gathered together in Thy Nar 
Thou wilt grant their requests : fulfil now, O Lord, the desires al 
petitions of Thy servants as may be most expedient for them ; grat 
ing us in this world knowledge of Thy truth, and in the world 
come life everlasting. Amen.* 


BENEDICTION 
Eph. 3: 20-21 
lw Je ee 


CITATIONS 


1 Jacobite Liturgy of S. Dionysius. * Book of Common. Pray 
° Liturgy of the Roman Catholic Church, * Coptic Liturgy 
S. Cyril. © Syrian Liturgy of S. James. * Liturgy of the Reform 
Church of France. * Liturgy of S. Basil. * Liturgy of S. Jo 
Chrysostom. 
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Week of Prayer for Christian Unity, January 1959 


(Geneva) - The annual call to prayer for Christian unity during the week January 
18 - 25 has been issued by the Faith and Order Commission of the World Council of 
Churches. 


The appeal for 1959 recalls that "the world is confronted by the unfortunate 
spectacle of the most widely held period of prayer for Christian unity being observed 
by groups with apparently contradictory purposes and aims", but asks for realistic 
recognition of this "tragic division" and declares that "if our prayer avoided or 
ignored the reality of our tragic condition it would not be true prayer". 


Suggested forms of prayer for the seven days of the week are included in a 
leaflet sent out with this week's EIS. They will again be used in more than sixty 
countries by church bodies, local congregations, lay men and women, theological 
students and teachers, writers, speakers and broadcasters. United meetings for 
intercession and encounter between the confessions will be held in many local areas. 


- The call to prayer for 1959 and the text of the suggested daily intercessions 
may be ordered from World Council of Churches, 17 route de Malagnou, Geneva; 
British Council of Churches, 10 Eaton Gate, London S.W.1., or World Council of 
Churches, 156 Fifth Avenue, New fork cs 5G fly EPS, Geneva 
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Defeated US Congressman Hays Speaks on Church and Race 


(Washington, DCJ ¢= A three-point plan for handling the racial problem in the 
Southern United States has been offered by defeated Congressman Brooks Hays of 
Arkansas. He is also president of the Southern Baptist Convention. 


He was defeated in his stand for the House of Representatives by a segrega- 
tionist candidate in a write-in campaign apparently organized by Arkansas Governor 
Orval Faubus and his supporters a week before the November 4 election. 


Speaking in Washington late this month, Congressman Hays said that "first we 
should seek nonviolent solutions to all problems. Second, we should not seal the 
lips of our ministers and third, we should seek to do justice in individual situa- 
tions." 


"T am sure that all religious leaders in the South, as well as the North, de- 
plore the violence that has occurred," he said. 


When his Congressional term ends in January, Mr. Hays said that he would spend 
the last five months of his term of office as president of the Southern Baptist 
Convention filling numerous speaking engagements that have been offered. "T am 
going to speak in a number of Northern churches that have invited me and I am going 
to urge them not to put too much pressure on the South, not to use force. The only 
way to solve these problems is by mobilizing our own resources in the South to see 
that justice is done. We need time to do this, because it is difficult and those 
who seek to force us to move too fast only defeat the efforts being made on the 
local level." 


Mr. Hays has been praised by church leaders for his stand on the racial issue, 
even though it meant his defeat after 16 years of service in the House of Represen- 
tatives. EPS, Geneva 


Can dian Protestants and Catholics Discuss Colombia 


(Toronto) - A statement on Colombia has been issued in Canada following joint 
meetings in 1957 and 1958 between representatives of the Canadian Council of Churches 
and the Canadian Catholic Conference. 


In a broadcast this month, Dr. W.J. Gallagher, general secretary of the 
Canadian Council of Churches, said: "Political and religious aspects of the situ- 
ation have been carefully examined and found difficult to separate. Our joint 
meeting, the report said, has made us look more objectively at the facts of the 
situation in Colombia. We must deplore the excesses of fanaticism, be they Roman 
Catholic or Protestant. At the same time, we assert unequivocally our claim that 
religious freedom must be established by right-thinking Christians of whatever 
persuasion. The Roman Catholic representatives realize the responsibility that 
rests on their Communion to instruct its priests and to exercise appropriate dis- 
‘cipline. For our part, we must be discriminating in our judgment regarding 
sectarian activities, refusing to confuse unethical and unjustifiable aggressive- 
ness with true missionary activity." EPS, Geneva 


West Indian Senator on Mission to Britain 
(London) - Christians have a special role to play in helping coloured immigrants to 


become integrated into British life, according to West Indian Senator Allan G, 
Byfield, Minister Without Portfolio and leader of the West Indian Parliament. 


Se 
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| 
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A deacon of the Jonestown Baptist church in Kingston, Jamaica, Senator Byfield 
is on special mission to the United Kingdom to survey the growing racial problem 
there+ "About 70 per cent of the coloured migrants to Britain are West Indians," 
he said and attributed much of the present tension to misunderstanding, reserve and 
shyness. Unintentional irritations were caused, he said, because the West Indians 
do not understand British customs or the British way of life and because British 
people are reserved and slow to welcome coloured immigrants. 

In a special interview with the Baptist Times, Senator Byfield urged Christians 
to speak to West Indians, invite them to their churches, welcome them when they came 


and encourage them to become members. "It would be a mistake," he said, "to form 
separate churches for West Indians. They should be welcomed into the full member- 
ship and organizations of the churches in Britain." EPS, Geneva 


EACC Calls Conference on Christian Medical Work 


(Nagpur) - An East Asia Conference on Christian Medical Work will be held in Hong 
Kong from December 28 to January 1, attended by delegates from fourteen Asian 
countries. 


Under the theme, "The Christian in Medical Work in East Asia Today", delegates 
will discuss not only the Christian institutions in various countries but also the 
changes brought about by the development of the welfare state and the problems of 
Christians working for the state. Survey reports on the medical situation in 
various Asian countries also will be heard, 


The consultation was suggested by the Kast Asia Christian Conference at its 
organizing conference in Prapat, Indonesia, in March 1957. EPS, Geneva 


Centre. for Hungarians Opened in London 


(London) - A social centre for Hungarian refugees in London was dedicated on November 
20 by the Rev. Kenneth Slack, general secretary of the British Council of Churches, 
and formally opened by the director of the council's Department of Inter-Church Aid 
and Refugee Service, Miss Janet Lacey. 


Described as "the fulfilment of hopes cherished for the last ten years," the 
centre includes kitchens, lounge, recreational room and chapel and quarters for the 
resident chaplain. In opening the centre, hiss Lacey told the Hungarians present 
that, "you will find in this centre warmth and comfort and the freedom that comes to 
you because you can worship your God in your own language and keep alive your fellow- 
ship. All Hungarians, whether they are Christians or not, whether they are res- 
pectable or not, can always come here and find that fellowship." EPS, Geneva 


ee ee ee 


(Viixjd, Sweden) - Clergy and laymen who have formed a new "confessional front" in 
the Church of Sweden in protest against the decision to ordain women have mapped 
plans for counteracting the Church's official stand. 


Their spokesman, Dean G.A. Danell of Vaxjo, said that the dissenting group will 
urge people to stay within the church and to oppose ordinations. 


"TF we do not succeed", he added, "then there will be no other course than to 
establish a free church on the same basis as the Swedish national church". 


——— = 


—o 
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According to the dean about fifty Lutheran pastors and laymen, at a meeting in 
the first week of November, agreed to work in the direction of leading the church 
back from its "false" position to "pure doctrine". (See also EPS No. 31) 

EPS, Geneva 


Christian Peace Conference Pians More Meetings 


(Debreczen, Hungary) - A study meeting called by the continuation committee of the 
Prague Christian Peace Conference has decided to organize a further meeting in 
Czechoslovakia next spring to deal with a wide range of issues connected with war 
and peace. 


Official invitations for the spring meeting will go to "all churches, church 
groups and Christian leaders who are interested in the movement". It is hoped in 
this way to spread the concern for Christian peacemaking and influence the whole 
Christian world. 


Participants in the study meeting at Debreczen included Professor Joseph 
Hromadka of Prague, Archbishop Kiivit of Estonia, Professor Stephan Zankov, Ortho- 
dox, Bulgaria, Bishop Lajos Vetd, Lutheran, Hungary and Professor A. Wantula of the 
Evangelical Lutheran Church of Poland. 


The Russian Orthodox Church was represented by Professor L.N. Parijskij. 


Among the speakers was Professor Heinrich Vogel of Berlin, who spoke on 
"Christian Responsibility for the Future of Mankind in a Technological Age" and 
attacked arguments put forward by theologians to justify atomic weapons. 


Dr. B. Pospisil, general secretary of the Prague Conference and director of 
the Ecumenical Institute of the Comenius Faculty in Prague, reviewed the development 
and prospects of the "Prague movement", 


The Debreczen meeting sent a telegram to government representatives meeting in 
Geneva to discuss cessation of atomic testing, urging them to"free our world forever 
from the terrible menace of atomic tests". EPS, Geneva 


Bast German Teachers Flee to West 


ee 


(Berlin) - During the first eight months of this year, 2,171 teachers and 22 college 
lecturers fled to Western Germany from the German Democratic Republic. 


Cited as one of the main reasons, reports say, is the increasing pressure 
being exerted on teachers in Eastern Germany by the Communist Party. Press and 
official pronouncements constantly emphasize that education must be directed towards 
scientific atheism and that there can be no compromise between Marxism and religion. 


J A current slogan in East Germany, according to reports, says that teachers 
must be “either Marxists or churchgoers". 


Recently a newspaper published in Cottbus objected to the idea that church 
membership. is a personal matter. 


To help in the struggle with “unprogressive or uncooperative tendencies in the 
sphere of religion" the German teachers' paper lists an anthology of writings by 
Marx and Lenin called “Secrets of Religion". The paper comments: "In every 
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branch of education there are many opportunities to overcome obsolete religious 
conception, to trace their origin and to show the pupils that they are due to class 
| distinctions". 


Reports also say that a campaign is under way to influence pupils and adds that 
more and more students also are leaving Eastern Germany. HPS, Geneva 


’ 


WCC Delegation to Cyprus 


(Geneva) - In a statement on the plan to send a World Council of Churches delegation 
to Cyprus, Dr. W.A. Visser 't Hooft, WCC general secretary, said, "In connection with 
press reports concerning the sending of a World Council of Churches delegation to 
Cyprus the General Secretariat of the World Council states that in line with pre- 
vious World Council action in this matter and also in the light of a letter received 
from the Archbishop of Athens (not, as has been erroneously stated in press reports, 
from Archbishop Makarios) the Central Committee meeting at Nyborg-in August decided 
to send a fraternal delegation to Cyprus to vis' +t the authorities of the Church of 
Cyprus. The composition of the delegation and the time of their visit will be 
announced when the arrangements have been completed." BPS, Geneva 


Another Hast German Church Revises Confirmation Rite 


(Berlin) ~ New regulations for confirmation have been adopted by the Church of 
Thuringia. The rules, similar to those recently devised in Saxony and Anhalt, are 
meant to cope with problems arising from widespread use of the Communist-sponsored 
Youth Dedication and will be in force in 1959, 


_—_— 


of the special difficulties in which the Church is placed through outside inter- 


} 
q The synod of the Thuringian Church describes the measures as giving "evidence 
ference and the consequent confusion of people's minds and consciences", 


The main point of the new practice is to emphasize that participation in Holy 
Communion is central in confirmation. 


The Thuringian regulations provide for candidates to have special preparation 
for Holy Communion in conjunction with normal religious instruction for confirmation 
as previously administered. The preparation period will culminate in a communion 

service on Trinity Sunday, 1959, for all confirmation candidates who "sincerely 
desire to receive the sacrament". 
After consultation with parish councils pastors may decide to omit the parts of 
the service concerned with confirmation as such, but participation in the communion 
will be regarded as confirmation for those taking part. 


Where it is decided not to admit a candidate the purpose will be make it clear 
that confirmation cannot be given to a child who "speaks insultingly about the 
Church's teaching or openly expresses contempt of the gift of communion", Confir- 
mation may also be withheld when the pastor wants to make it clear that "by parti- 
cipating in the Youth Dedication a child wishes to deny the Christian faith". 


One result of tightening up communion instruction and withdrawing "automatic" 
confirmation privileges for all applicants is expected to be stronger groups of 
younger church members. (See also EPS No. 35) EPS, Geneva 
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Dr. Cavert Calls for Local Unity 


( Chicago) - Dr. Samuel McCrea Cavert, former executive secretary of the World 
Council of Churches in the USA, has declared that "the next stage on the road is to 
domesticate the ecumenical movement in the local community". 


q 
| 


Dr. Cavert, who was delivering the William Henry Hoover Lectures at the 
Disciples' Divinity House of the University of Chicago, said "progress will not 
take place through what is done at some ‘summit conference! of the National Council 
or the World Council; or even in offices of denominational boards," he told his 
hearers, “but in what happens in the towns and villages and cities where Christian 
people live, The front line of advance is whcre witnessing and worshipping con- 
gregations of different traditions cxist side by side. Until they see the ecu-= 
menical movement in terms of the difference it makes in all their own attitudes, 
programmes and relationships, it will have an inevitable aspect of unreality." 


In the course of the lectures Dr. Cavert also charged many local churches in 
the United States with thinking of themselves as "entirely ministcring to the 
conscious needs and interests of their own members". He said that the local church 
"ig not stirring its members to face an explosive racial situation with the mind 
of Christ. It is not opening their eyes to the imminent prospect of the destruc- 
tion of our whole civilization in a nuclear holocaud," he went on. “It is raising 
no disturbing question as to what Christian stewardship means for the relation 
of the richest nation in the world to economically underdeveloped pcople. Lt ie 
not making its membors sensitive to the sub-Christian level of much of our economic 
and industrial life. To put it bluntly, many a local church is giving its members 
only what they want." BPS, Geneva 


German Churches Preach Against Anti-Semitism 


t 
(Bielefeld) - Sermons condcmning anti-semitism were preached in hundreds of Protes- 
tant and Roman Catholic churches all over Germany on the twentieth anniversary of 
the National Socialists' fiercest anti-Jewish pogrom in 1938. 


Dr. Ernst Wilm, president of the Church of Westphalia, speaking at Bielefeld, 
said he was angry and sad that so many Germans refused to acknowledge the injustice 
done. He said that in their pride and sclf-righteousness they denied the judgment 
of God in the fact that thousands of buildings had subsequently been destroyed for 
every single building burned and millions of German lives lost for the millions of 
Jows put to death in the persecutions. 


Superintendent George Traar, speaking on behalf of the Lutheran Church in 
Austria, also took part in a national’ broadcast called "A Reminder and a Warning". 
He said that Protestants had been implicated in the burning of many Jewish syna- 
gogues in Vienna twenty years ago and that hundreds of thousands of Jews had suffered 
"hateful persecution" at the hands of their fellow-citizens. EPS, Geneva 


in Brief 


A new Patriarch of Antioch for the Greek Orthodox Church has been elected in 
Damascus - the Archbishop of Tripoli, Theodosius Abourgely. The dioceses in Syria, 
Lebanon and Iraq are within his jurisdiction, together with the Syrian Greek Ortho- 


dox community in North and South America. 
* * 
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A resolution urging President Eisenhower to call a national conference on 
racial integration as soon as possible was passed by delegates from 220 councils 
of United Church Women meeting in Denver, Colorado. In other action, the women 
went on record as supporting civil rights and integration legislation, proposed 
"more effective enforcement of civil rights legislation by the executive branch of 
the government" and asked for controlled nuclear weapons testing. 


20h eae 


This autumn the Waldensian Church in Uruguay celebrated the centenary of the 
arrival of the first Protestants from Italy. The jubilee celebrations included 
the laying of the foundation-stone of the Casa Valdese in Montevideo, which is 
planned as a Protestant centre. The Waldensian Church of Italy was represented 
by its moderator, Pastor Ermanno Rostan. 


Oye tx 


A certain improvement in relations between the churches in Eastern Germany and 
the government was noted in a recent conference which met in Berlin under the leader- 
ship of Bishop Otto Dibelius. The conference expressed the hope that negotiations 
between representatives of church and state would remove other difficulties. 


3 ey 


The Hungarian government has approved the election of Zoltan Kaldy, 39, as the 
new bishop of the Southern Diocese of the Lutheran Church and his official induction 
took place on November 2. He succeeds Bishop Lajos Ordass, who was forced to resign 


by the government. 
Zt ya 


A consultation om “The Christian Task of the YWCA" has been held at Glion, 
Switzerland. Led by Mrs. Harrison Elliott, former YWCA general secretary in the 
USA, it was attended by 33 volunteers and staff from 21 countries. The Executive 
Committee of the World YWCA, which met afterwards, made plans for the four-yearly 
meeting in Mexico of the YWCA's World Council, September 23, 1960, to October 3, 1959. 


CAPUPTAS 


In connection with the celebration of its 100th anniversary next year, the 
Finnish Missionary Society plans to open missionary work in an Islamic country. 
The field will be determined after consultation with the Lutheran World Federation, 
International Missionary Council and Swedish and Danish missionary societies. 


uP as 


An agreement has been concluded to enable intercommunion between the Evangelical 
Church of Czech Brethren and the Moravian Church in Czechoslovakia. Members of 
each church may from now on receive the Lord's Supper administered in the other. 


Bees 


Patriarch German of the Serbian Orthodox Church has emphasized the need for 
unity among churches because “only spiritually united shall We give a real ‘answer 
to the tasks given us by our position of high service". The message was sent to 
the Council on Christian Unity of the International Convention of Christian Churches 
(Disciples of Christ) in Indianapolis in response to greetings the agency had sent 
to the Patriarch when he was named supreme leader of the Serbian Church. 

* ¥ 


In response to an invitation extended by Pastor Gyula Murakozy, general sec- 
retary of the Foreign Office of the Reformed Church in Hungary, Pastor Pierre 
Bourguet and Pastor Paul Conord, president and general secretary of the French 
Reformed Church, visited the Hungarian Reformed Church from November 15 — 24. 

ee 
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: The Roman Catholic Bishop of Essen, Germany, has conferred with President 

. Ernst Wilm of the Church of Westphalia to discuss extension of the "TInterconfessional 
| Social Organization" founded in 1950 on the initiative of the bishop and of Klaus von 
\ Bismarck, head of the Westphalian Evangelical Church's social work, So far, inter- 
confessional discussion groups have been attended by more than 15,000 men and women 
; 


from the mining and textile industries. Further efforts in the iron ore industry 
are planned. 
. * ¥ 


The Metropolitan James of Melita, representative of the Ecumenical Patriarchate 
of Constantinople at the headquarters of the World Council of Churches in Geneva, is 
representing the patriarchate at the celebrations of the fortieth anniversary of the 
autonomy of the Orthodox Church in Finland, November 24 — December 1. 


* * 


: Ten conferences on Christian unity issues will be held during the next six 

| months in colleges and seminaries in the United States and Canada. They are being 
sponsored by the Council of Christian Unity of the Christian Churches (Disciples of 
Christ) and the divisions of World Mission and Home Mission of the United Christian 
Missionary Society. The purpose of the conferences will be to consider the Dis-— 
ciples! position in the ecumenical movement. 


ae eas 


Archbishop Sion Manoogian, South American Primate of the Armenian Apostolic 
(Orthodox) Church has been elected primate of the Church's North American Diocese 
for a four-year term. The church, which has over 100,000 members, is under the 
jurisdiction of the Catholicate of Etchmiadzin in Armenia. 


esha, 


The Rev. C, Denis Ryan, secretary and immediate past president of the Congrega- 
tional Union of Australia and New Zealand, has died during a visit to the New Zealand 
churches. As general secretary and president of the Australian Council for the World 
Council of Churches, he had taken a leading part in the development of the ecumenical 
moverrent in Australia and was a delegate of his church to the Evanston Assembly of the 


WCC in 1954. He was fifty—nine. 
Syn bates 


Bishop Hams Lilje of Hanover, Germany, has cancelled his engagement as Harry 
Emerson Fosdick Visiting Professor at Union Theological Seminary, New York, origi- 
nally pianned for January-June 1958. His inability to lecture was reported to be 
. due to pressure of work following the dcath in a road accident last September of 
_ Bishop Volkmar Herntrich of Hamburg. (See EPS No. 


sh ra 


: 

t 

. The committee established in Berne, Switzerland, to work for erection of an 

international Protestant radio transmittcr in that country (see EPS Nosi:13/14) is 
issuing a news bulletin in English, French, German and Italian, Requests have 

| already been filed for programme space involving twenty different programmes in 

' fifteen European languages. Applicants include the "Lutheran Hour" office in 

» St. Louis, Missouri, USA. The Swiss Protestant Federation has not yet decided 

_ whether to support the project, whigh aims to beam broadcasts to all of Europe and 


beyond. 
* ¥ 


"Bible Sunday" will again be observed in churches in many parts of the English- 
Speaking world on December 7, the second Sunday in Advent, when the Anglican Book 
of Common Prayer uses a collect referring to the use of the Scriptures. The Bible 
societies promote the observance. EPS, Geneva 
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Letter on Week of Prayer for Unity 


@ 


Aims of January 18 - 25 Prayer Week Clarified 


(Geneva) - In a letter going out with the annual call to prayer for Christian 


unity issued by the Faith and Order Commission of the World Council of Churches, | 
Dr. Oliver Tomkins, Bishop-elect of Bristol, England, 


chairman of the Commission's 


» 2 rage 


Working Committee, describes the aims of the observance, January 18 - 25. 


The letter makes two points "which may perhaps remove some uncertainties" . 


and distinguishes the World Council's 


the World's Evangelical Alliance Week of Prayer and from Roman Catholic inter- 


cession for return to the See of Rome. 


Week of Prayer for Christian Unity from 


Emphasizing that there is no necessary conflict in spirit or practice be- 


tween the WCC's week and the week of “united prayer for the evangelization of the 
world" promoted earlier in January by the Evangelical Alliance, Dr. Tomkins stresses 
that the WCC week is specially concerned with prayer for unity. 


mission are so closely related", he says, 
the spirit of the two weeks, though it must be admitted that this nearness does, 


"that we ought to find no conflict in 


"Unity and 


in some quarters, create real problems of a practical and organizational kind. 


But these have to be sorted out at the local level." 


The aim of the Ecumenical Press Seine is to een its oadoee ices of trends of though and opinion 


in and about the Churches and Christian Movements. 


It is therefore not to be held responsible for — 


x. So. 


na 
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The bishop-elect lists "another confusion" as being "between the observance 
of this week in the spirit and approach of the Abbé Couturier (whose outlook was 
one which the Faith and Order movement shared when it adopted the promotion of 
this week in 1940) and an interpretation of it as prayer simply for the recon- 
ciliation of all other Christians to the Roman Catholic Church", 


The late Abbé Paul Couturier of Lyon, France, promoted prayer during the 
week for "the unity which Christ wills, in His way and at His time".(See EPS below) 


United prayer for Christian unity at Whitsunday each year was encouraged by 
the Faith and Order Commission of the World Council of Churches from 1920 onward. 
In 1941 the observance was transferred to the third week of January. It now 
coincides with the season adopted in 1935 by the Abbé Couturier. 


The full text of Dr. Tomkins! letter is on page 10 of EBS. EPS, Geneva 


outuriecr Movement of Prayer for Unity Grows 


(Lyon, France) - Literature for use during the week of Prayer for Christian Unity, 
January 18 - 25, is again being sent out in large quantities to many countries 
by Father P. Michalon, successor to the late Abbé Paul Couturier. 


A widening circle within the Roman Catholic Church and in other Christian 
2 confessions now uses material gent by the "Lyon movement" to aid intercession. 
| This year similar prayers have been issued by Father Michalon's collaborators 
and the Faith and Order Commission. of the World Council of Churches. 


This year's preface in English for the suggested prayers to be used during 
the week stresses that "this is not a question of unity by reduction, arrived 
at by the minmum of common faith, but it concerns the unity for which Christ 
prayed, and continues to pray eternally; for any other unity would be a betrey- 
al of the Truth, a betrayal which every Christian rejects with horror". 


The movement begun by the Abbé Couturier prays for unity to be given to all 
Christians in accordance with the will of Christ for His Church, "in His way, by 
His means, when He wills". By avoiding a form of prayer that "prejudges the 
issue" and asks for reunion of all Christians with the Roman Catholic Church, 
the Couturier movement provides a means whereby Roman Catholics and non-Roman 
Catholics can pray together for unity without offence to conscience or conviction. 


This year's literature draws attention to the sending out for last year's 
observance of over 450,000 items of literature to more than forty countries. 
Special broadcasts were made from Radio Dakar and Radio Monte Carlo. Circula- 
tion of brochures showed a spectacular increase in England and Holland. Ecu- 
menical exhibitions were held in some local centres. 


Father Michalon's appeal has again this year suggested common appeals by 
Roman Catholics and Protestants to help the poor, The idea as originally put 
forward by Professor Oscar Cullmann of Basel, was that Protestant parishes should 
help groups of Roman Catholics in need, and vice versa. 


Prayer cards, posters, brochures and other materials in English are sent out 
by Father P. Michalon, Directeur, Séminaire Universitaire, Place Abbé-Larue, Lyon 
(Se), EPS, -Geneva 
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' Italy's Courts Concede More Religious Liberty 


(Rome) - Italy's Constitutional Court has ruled that evangelical congregations 
are free to open church buildings or other places of public worship without 
advance government authorization, 


/ 
( 


The court also gaid that it was unnecessary to inform the police before 
conducting worship or to have government approval for the appointment of a 
pastor. | 


The articles of a law passed in Italy in 1929 ana 1930, calling for the 
authorizations declared unnecessary by the court, were said to be illegal under 
Italy's new constitution, which guarantees religious liberty. 


The case was brought before the court by Pastor Francesco Rauti of the 
Assemblies of God. EPS, Geneva 


US _Churchmen Back Recognition of China 


(Cleveland) - A statement backing US recognition of China was unanimously adopted 
on Novemebr 21 by 500 delegates to a World Order Study Conference Sponsored by 
the National Council of Churches of Christ in the USA. 


The statement, adopted at the end of the four-day conference, said that ‘ 
: "with reference to China, Christians should urge reconsideration by our Govern- 
, ment of its policy in regard to the People's Republic of China. While the 
rights of the people of Taiwan and of Korea should be safeguarded, steps should 
be taken toward the inclusion of the People's Republic of China in the United 
Nations and for its recognition by our Government. The exclusion of the effec- 
tive government on the mainland of China, currently the People's Republic of 
China, from the international community, is in many ways a disadvantage to that 
community. It helps to preserve a false image of the United States and of other 
nationa_in the minds of the Chinese people. It keeps our people in ignorance of 
what is taking place in China. It hampers negotiations for disarmament. It 
limits the functioning of international organizations. We have a strong hope 
that the resumption of relationships between the peoples of China and of the 
United States may make possible also a restoration of relationships between 


their churches and ours‘"! 


—_T 


——— 


In its statement, the conference said that "we should welcome the fact that 
the world is not divided into two solid political blocs, The effort of our own 
Government to drive every nation into one bloc or the other has been as mistaken 
as it has been unsuccessful'’" 


The statement also pointed out that we should avoid the posture of general 
hostility to Communist nations and "cease the practice of continual moral lec- 
tures to them by our leaders". 


The 5,000-word "Message to the Churches"of the conference also called for the 
churches to work for school integration in the United States, endorsed disarmament 
conferences as essential to the continuing process of building world law and order, 
assailed the theory of "limited" wars and said that new weapons made it even more 
imperative to have war prevention rather than war limitation. 


In New York last week, Dr. Ernest A. Gross, former ambassador to the United 
Nations, who headed the conference, said that the delegates had in no way implied 
that they represented the unanimous sentiment of Protestant leaders in the United 


States. 


all ie eel 
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The Rev. Norman Vincent Peale, well-known New York preacher and writer, 
had said that he wanted to repudiate the action of "a small group, who pre- 
Suming to speak for the entire Protestant Church, issued a resolution favouring 
recognition of Red China and its admission to the United Nations", The action 
has also been attacked by the Council Against Communist Aggression located in 
Philadelphia, and the Rev. Daniel A. Poling, editor of The Christian Herald. 


Speakers at the conference included Secretary of State John Foster Dulles, 


Methodist Bishop G. Bromley|Oxnam, Professor D.R. Fleming of Vanderbilt Univer- 
Sity and Dean John C. Bennett of Union Theological Seminary. EPS, Geneva 


French Rural Churches Confer 


(Athis-de-1'Orne, France) - A three-day conference for Protestant rural pastors 
and agricultural experts, meeting on November 24 ~ 26, has studied France's rural 
problems in the light of the Christian faith. 


The conference, called by the ten-year-old National Protestant Bureau of 
Rural Studies, concentrated on questions of rural evangelism. 


In an introductory survey, Pastor Gerard Cadier of the Department of the 
Dréme described the "de-christianization from the inside" that is eating into 
many traditional}y Protestant rural parisheé in France because of the failure 
of Christian communities to make an appeal to youth. He said that a double 
attack on the problem was needed: dealing with social problems by the "spiri- 
tual amelioration of whole villages or regions", and individual conversion 
within this setting. 


Representatives of various regions described work in progress in areas of 
Protestant strength: lectures and meetings for training in Christian rural 
action in Alsace; "rural days" and advance training for student pastors in 
Normandy; follow-up of last year's "Kirchentag" rally in Strasbourg; rural 
meetings in the Lozére district; special meetings and camps in the Dréme and 
Iseére valleys. 


Professor Bergman of the French National Institute of Agronomy, surveyed 
social problems in French rural life. He called for more flexibility in 
patterns of inheriting land and for cooperative farming of adjacent properties 
to get the best results from available resources. 


During an evening session participants saw colour pictures of floods that 
recently ravaged the strongly Protestant valley of the River Gard in Southern 
France, 


In a closing session the rural representatives reviewed the results of the 
proposed European Common Market and were told in a speech by M. Raoul Browne, 
that long-range attack on the problems of the farmer in underdeveloped areas 
depended on the success of regional arrangements like Kuropean Economic Coopera-= 
tion. The discussion centred on ways of supplementing emigration by qualified 
Catholic farmers to underdeveloped areas by sending trained groups of Protestant 
farmers to render Christian service. EPS, Geneva 


Glasgow Presbytery Rejects Anglican—Presbyterian Report 

(Glasgow) - The influential Church of Scotland Presbytery of Glasgow has rejec- 
ted by a large majority the 1957 joint report on future relations between 
Presbyterian and Anglican churches in the United Kingdom, 
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The report, which recommended mutual recognition of Bishops by Presbyterian 
churches and of presbytenies by Anglican churches has been much debated in 


scotland and was referred to presbyteries for comment by the Church of Scotland's 
General Assembly. (See EFS No. 23) 


A recommendation of the Glasgow Presbytery's sub-committee, set up to deal 
with the report, said that the door should be kept open for future conversétions 
between the two types of ch rehes, but on a new basis that left room for "full 
and mutual recognition of ai ministries of the conferring churches". 


The Glasgow criticisms of the report concentrated on fears that only epis- 
copally ordained ministers could be res&rded by Anglican churches as truly valid 
and regular. The Presbytery's sub-committee emphasized that, while the Church 
of Scotland accepted the validity of Anglican orders, it was convinced of the 
full apostolic validity of the ordination of its own ministers by presbytery. 

EPS, Geneva 


Canadian Anglicans to Re-Open Union Discussion 


(Toronto, Canada) - The Church of the Province of Canada (Anglican) is to renew 
discussions of possible union with the United Church of Canada. 


At a meeting of the Anglican Church's Executive Council it was decided to 
hold a combined meeting of the church's House of Bishops and its Reunion Com- 
mittee, which was appointed fifteen years ago to consider the possibilities of 
church union. 


. The Anglican Church's action follows a recent request from the United 
Church, formed in 1925 by a merger of Methodists, Presbyterians and Congrega- 
tionalists. The United Church's General Council asked the Anglicans to say 
whether they desired to continue or discontinue union conversations. (See EPS 
No. 36) EPS, Geneva 


Philippine Protestants Attack "Luther" Ban 

(Manila) - The two-year old ban on the commercial showing of the film, "Martin 
Luther", in Filipino theatres has again been attacked by the president of the 
Philippine Federation of Christian Churches, Dr. Gumersindo Garcia. 


The federation wants to use the film to help in raising part of the $5,000 
Protestant quota for the tenth World Jamboree of Boy Scouts which will be held 
in the Philippines. 


In writing to Philippine President Carlos P. Garcia, Dr. Garcia said that 
"we are requesting you to allow us to show this film in a commercial movie house 
because in our experience showing it in Protestant churches where facilities are 
very limited is never satisfactory. We are also making this appeal to you be- 


cause of the belief that we have been greatly discriminated against." 


EPS, Geneva 


National YMCA Congress Held in Portugal 


(Coimbra) - A national congress of the YMCAs of Portugal has been held for the 
first time in many years, attended by delegates from the YMCAs in Lisbon, Porto 
and Coimbra. 


Dr. Luiz Henrique da Silva of Porto was elected president of the national 


alliance and Jaime Perreira of Lisbon was named president of the national countil. 
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The YMCAs in Brazil and Portugal have been working together for several 
years, and a fratermal worker from Brazil, Dr, Silas Raeder, who has been 
working in Portugal for the last year and a half, is the only professional 
YMCA’ secretary in the country. The Brazil YMCA is now planning to send Mr. 
Erasmo Chavez to Portugal for a three-year term, while the Portuguese asso- 
Clations will pay his travel and other expenses. EPS, Geneva 


re 


New-Protestant Contacts in Cameroons 

(Yaounde) - Pastor Francois Akoa, general secretary of the Presbyterian Church 
in the Cameroons, travelled in early Novenber for eight days in the mission 
territory of the neighbouring Council of Baptist and Evangelical Churches in 
the Cameroons. He was invited by the Baptist and Evangelical Council and 
accompanied by its general secretary, Pastor J. Kotto. 


At the end of the tour Pastor koa said he hoped the contacts made would 
be renewed and that if the Baptists wanted unity this would benefit the whole 
Protestant family in the Cameroons, which had to be united to be strong and 
active. EPS, Geneva 


All-Africa Christian Organization Energes 

(Yaounde, Cameroons). = A meeting of the continuation committee of the Ibadan 
All-Africa Christian Conference formed last January (see EPS Nos. 3 and 4) met 
at Brazzaville, French Equatorial Africa, in the first week of November and was 
attended by members from as far distant as Madagascar and Natal, represented by 
the author Alan Paton. 


The ten members of the committee, with Sir Francis Ibiam of Nigeria in 
the chair, decided to set up a permanent secretariat and appoint a travelling 
secretary who will visit Christian councils and churches. 


Five conferences will be held in five regions of Africa south of the 
Sahara as preparation for a second All-Africa Christian conference at a date 
to be fixed later. EPS, Geneva 


Professor Freytag Asks Understanding of Chinese Church 


(Frankfurt-am-Main, Germany) - Professor Walter Freytag, well-known German 
missionary leader, has urged that "the West should overcome its prejudice against 


che Chinese Church". 


In a report on his visit to China last year he told a study conference 
organized at Arnoldshain by the Mission Centre of the regional Church of Hessen- 
Nassau that the Chinese Church definitely wanted to be "the Church of Jesus 
Christ" and at the same time to cooperate actively in building up Communist 


China. 


Professor Freytag said the Christian minority in Communist China certainly 
faced problems, but their services were surprisingly well attended. He asked 
people in the West not to condemn the Chinese Church, EPS, Geneva 
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in Brier 


The cornerstone for/the new Evangelical Church in Volos, Greece, was laid 
on November 26. The church is being rebuilt after its destruction during a 
1955 earthquake. Presiding at the cermeony was the Rev. Stylios Kaloterakis, 
new moderator of the Greed Evangelical Church, who was elected at the meeting 
of the church's triennial synod in October. 


cat Wiese 


Reprints of the last sermon preached by the Rt. Rev. G.K.A. Bell, former 
Bishop of Chivhester and honorary president of the World Council of Churches, 
on August 24 at Odense, Denmark, at a service marking the tenth anniversary of 
the WCC, are available from Publications Offiter, World Council of Churches, 


17 route de Malagnou, Geneva, Switzerland. The sermon was published in The 
Ecumenical Review and the price is 90 Swiss centimes. Bishop Bell died on 
October 3. 

x * 


An average of nearly 14 million Scriptures in more than 270 languages were 
distributed annually during the last five years in the United States and over- 
Seas by the American Bible Society. 


SM 7 


Two American churchmen have been honoured by the West German government. 
A Lutheran layman, Dr. Clarence C. Stoughton, president of Wittenberg College 
in Springfield, Ohio, has been awarded the Grand Cross of the Order of Merit 
and Professor Frank L&ttel of Atlanta University has received the Distinguished 
yervice Cross of the Order for promoting understanding and friendship between 


Americans and Germans. 
yr 


The millionth copy of the Bible has been placed in a British hotel by the 
Gideons since the organization was started in the United Kingdom in 1949. The 
Gideons, who number 20,000, are active in 26 countries. 


TAY eas 


The tenth World Congress for Christian Youth, sponsored by Youth for Christ, 
will be held on January 4 - 10 in Madras, India. Speakers will include Dr. 
Robert Pierce, president of World Vision, and the Rev. Joe Blinco, English 
associate evangelist in the Billy Graham team, 


Oe 


The tenth anniversary of the arrival of a group of eighty Mennonite families 
in Uruguay was celebrated on October 26. Resettled by the Mennonite Central 
Committee, the families had been living in Holland as refugees. During the 
celebration a new church was opened by the groups 


eK 


Two reports of conferences held in Japan this summer have just been issued 
by the World Council of Christian Education and Sunday School Association. They 
are the "Report of the World Institute on Christian Education" and "Training 
Ministers for a Teaching Ministry". More than 260 Christian educators from 58 
countries attended the seminar on Christian education held at Seiwa and Kobe 
Colleges in Japan. The seminar on the ministry was held in Tokyo and attended 
by sixty persons, representing 36 theological seminaries. 


rh Pe 
A resolution urging President Eisenhower to call a national conference on 


racial integration as soon as possible was passed by delegates from 220 councils 
of United Church Women meeting in Denver, Colorado. Ineohher action, the women 
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went on record as supporting civil rights and integration legislation, proposed 
"more effective enforcement of civil rights legislation by the executive branch 
of the government" and asked for controlled nuclear weapons testing. 


x 


The German ambassador in London, Baron Hans von Herwarth, has bestowed 
the Grand Cross of the Order of Merit of the Federal Republic of Germany, with 
ribbon and star, on the widow of the late Bishop -G.K.A. Bell. It was meant. 
for the bishop, who died before it could be conferred, and was awarded for his 
long work towards Anglo-German understanding. 


* * 


As a result of an appeal for victims of the flood disaster in the Ward 
river valley in southern France, the Roman Catholic weekly Témoignage Chrétien 
received 600,000 French francs ($1,450) from its readers. The paper, as 
previously announced, sent half the sum raised to Pastor Marc Boegner, presi- 
dent of the French Protestant Federation, to be used to help Protestant victims 


of.the floods. 
7 Se 


South Africa's government has withdrawn a special Christmas postage stamp 
printed to aid children's homes. Dutch Reformed pastors have objected to the 
stamp because it showed the Virgin Mary with a halo and the Christ Child, with 
the cross of Lorraine in one corner. They called it "a camouflaged form of 


Catholic propaganda". 
* ¥ 


The Roman Catholic Church in Munich has promised full support in practical 
arrangements for the Ninth German Evangelical Kirchentag, to be held in Munich 
from August 12 to 16, 1959. Local Catholics are offering housing for parti- 
Cipants. The Kirchentag's organisers have promised similar support for the 


Munich Eucharistic Congress planned for 1960. 


ia ea 


The Council of the Evangelical Church in Germany (EKD) has appointed a 
committee to prepare a statement on differing German attitudes to atomic arma- 
ment for the next full synod of the EKD in 1960. The EKD Council met in West 
Germany for the first time for more than a year and was attended by its three 


East German members. 
% 


Bishop Lajos Ordass, since vacating office as Bishop of the Souther 
Diocese of the Lutheran Church in Hungary, has been translating Scandinavian 
books into Hungarian. Pastor Tage Morsing of Denmark, who visited the bishop 
during a journey to Hungary, reports that he is translating a play called "The 
Idealist" bythe Danish pastor-poet Kaj Munk, who was murdered by the Gestapo 
during the occupation of Denmark. Bishop Ordass does not at present exercise 


his right to speak and preach in Budapest. TS 
* * 


m~ > os 
Caceres 


The Council of the Evangelical Church in Germany (EKD) , meeting in 
Hanover, has expressed “grave concern" because the USSR's note on the status 
of Berlin might make it harder for Germans from East and West Germany to meet 
freely. The Council asked the churches to pray for the maintenance of peace 
and the unity of the Evangelical Church and the German people. EPS, Geneva 
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A Special Report 


Swiss Debate on Atomic Arms Continues 


(Bern) - A Special meeting of the Swiss Protestant Federation has passed on to 
the Cantonal Swiss churches a report on the problem raised for Christians by 
the proposal to equip the Swiss army with atomic weapons, 


A commission of ten theological professors, appointed six months ago to 
study the question, presented two sets of "theses", giving reasons for and 
against atomic equipment for defence. The commission was not unanimous and 


preferred to put the issues before the federation and the churches for further 
consideration. 


All members of the special commission agreed that the invention of nuclear 
weapons puts the problem of war in a new light. They stressed the menace to 
the civil population and to future generations. 


Neither of the two groups within the commission was prepared to advocate 
adoption of the weapons, but six members of the commission reaffirmed their 
"loyalty to the principle of national defence". They asked, "believing that 
Switzerland must remember its mission and its duties to other peoples", whether 
nuclear weapons can be used by the Swiss army, which, by its tradition, is pure- 
ly for defence. They also ask whether atomic armament, under these circunm- 
stances, is necessary. 


"But since we do not know what the position will be during the next few 
years", they continue, "we cannot definitely reject such weapons. However, 
we recognize that no permanent solution can be reached through a balance of 
armaments, any more than through ‘nuclear pacifism'. We must therefore do 
everything possible to ensure real peace in the world." 


The six theologians adopting this first position were Philippe Daulte, 
Karl Guggisberg, Victor Maag, Philippe Menoud, Eduard Schweitzer and Ernest 
Staehelin, 


The four other members of the commission, Karl Barth, Jaques Courvoisier-= 
Patry, Edmond Grin and Jean-Jacques Stamm said that "if national defence is 
envisaged in the form of nuclear warfare, it will expose our country to the 
gravest danger, which cannot be justified by speculations about the threat from 
the East. That is equally true of the distinction between 'tactical weapons' 
and ‘strategic weapons'" according to the four theologians, who went on to say 
that "people who approve the small atom bomb today will find the same arguments 
tomorrow in favour of the big one, and will consider it 'absolutely essential' 
for the Swiss army to have nuclear weapons". 


The second group in the commission concludes its statement by saying: 
"Tf the Christian faith represented by the Church has anything to contribute 
to this discussion - and it certainly has - it can say one thing and one only, 
that unconditional obedience to Jesus Christ makes it impossible for any |. 
Christian to participate actively in nuclear warfare or in preparations for it." 


In introducing the debate, Professor Henri d'Espine spoke as president of 
the Swiss Protestant Federation's Council, together with Dr. Werner Kaegi, 
professor of International Law in the University of Zurich. Professor d'Espine 
Said that the Church is always the place where brothers can listen to each other 
with respect based on mutual confidence, even when they differ, because they all 
want to submit to God's will. EPS, Geneva 


é 
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Document: 


WORLD UO Cee 0 EO re Re HRS 


COMMISSION ON FAITH AND ORDER 


1959 
WEEK OF PRAYER FOR CHRISTIAN UNITY 
A Letter 


In sending out once more these suggestions for the observance of the Week 
of Prayer for Christian Unity, the Faith and Order Department of the World 
Council of Chirches expresses its desire to see this particular period become 
the focus point of continual and widespread prayer for unity. But comments 
which have reached the Faith and Order Committee suggest that two points 
should be made now, which may perhaps remove-some uncertainties. 


1. Confusion exists in some quarters between this Week of January 18th to 
e5th and a Week of Prayer earlier in January, promoted in many countries by 
the World's Evangelical Alliance. Enough to say that the two observances 
have widely different origins and purposes, but need not conflict in spirit 
or practice. The Evangelical Alliance is concerned with united prayer for 
the evangelization of the world. "Our Week" is concerned with prayer for 
unity. Unity and mission are so closely related that we ought to find no 
conflict in the spirit of the two weeks, though it must be admitted that this 
nearness does, in some quarters, create real problems of a practical and or- 
ganizational kind. But these have to be sorted out at the local level, 


2. Another confusion is between the observance of this Week in the spirit 
and approach associated with the name of the Abbé Couturier (whose outlook 
was one which the Faith and Order movement shared when it adopted the promotion 
of this Week in 1940) and an interpretation of it as prayer simply for the 
reconciliation of all the other Christians to the Roman Catholic Church. of 
course, every Christian must have some conception of what he believes would 
be involved in our prayer for unity being answered, We know that there are 
many Christians who observe and advocate the Week of Prayer in the belief that 
it must be thus interpreted. But this knowledge nced not for one moment hin- 
der us from commending an observance of the Week which leaves the definition 
of it, in human words "that the visible unity of the Church of Christ may be 
accomplished according to His will and by the means that He wills". 


That is the prayer which we would commend to all, as a prayer that may 
be made in complete sincerity and honesty, and in the faith that "the walls of 
our division do not reach up to heaven". 

May the Holy Spirit of God teach us all to pray aright. 

Yours in His fellowship, 
Oliver Tomkins. 


Chairman of the Working Committee 
of Faith and Order 


EPS, Geneva 
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Atlanta Clergymen Issue Statement on Race Problem 


(Atlanta) - More than 300 clergymen in Atlanta, Georgia, have urged state and com— 
munity leaders to work out a sound public school plan consistent with the US Supreme 
. Court's ruling on integration. The statement, signed by 312 ministers, asked for 
} a citizens! commission to preserve harmony and appealed to churches and synagogues to 
: encourage and promote "a free and intelligent discussion of the issues we confront". 


The statement reaffirmed a similar document, signed by 80 Atlanta ministers, a 
year ago (see EPS No. 44, 1957) . 


"Tt is clearer now more than ever", the ministers said, that freedom of speech 
must be preserved, that the law must be obeyed, that the public school system must 
be maintained, that hatred and scorn for those of another race can never be justi- 
fied, that the comuunication channels between leaders of all races must be kept open 
and that racial difficulties can be solved "only through prayer and in obedience to 
the will of God". 


Two Atlanta school integration suits are pending in federal ‘courts. Georgia 
‘state law calls for the closing of public schools if they are integrated. 


The clergymen rejected any suggestion that church property be used as a means 
of circumventing the school integration ruling of the Supreme Court. 
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The signers of the statement included Greek Orthodox and Jewish clergymen as 
well as pastors from sixteen Protestant denominations. There are about 400 Protes-— 
tant and Orthodox churches and synagogues in Atlanta. The message was not signed 
by Roman Catholic priests, but Roman Catholic Bishop Francis E. Hyland of Atlanta 
called it "a splendid and most timely document". BPS, Geneva 


China Recognition Stand Explained 


(Chicago) - The Fifth World Order Study Conference last month, which urged US recog— 
nition of the Chinese People's Republic, spoke "with a mighty voice" but it spoke 
only for itself, according to the General Board, governing body of the National 
Council of the Churches of Christ in the USA, sponsor of the conference. 


The board, at its meeting on December 3 in Chicago, said that the study con- 
ference had “put into public discussion issues of high moral and spiritual, as well 
as political, significance. The Christian churches of the United States and their 
councils not only have the right but also the duty to study and comment on issues, 
no matter how controversial".... The Conference met in November in Cleveland, Ohio. 
(See EPS No. 45) 


But the board restated its rule that pronouncements on specific aspects of 
international affairs must be developed by departments and divisions of the council 
if they are adopted by the General Board. 


In other comments on the controversial statement, Dr. Herbert S. Mekeel, presi- 
dent of the National Association of Evangelicals, has said that "we are convinced 

the statement does not represent the true sentiment of masses of members of American 
churches". EPS, Geneva 


WSCF Conference Scheduled for Rangoon 


(Rangoon) - The first in a series of international meetings related to the study of 
the Life and Mission of the Church and sponsored by the World's Student Christian 
Federation will be held from December 28 to January 7 in Rangoon, Burma, About 
120 representatives of Student Christian Movements from most countries in Asia and 
from Australia and New Zealand are expected. 


Part of an international study programme being carried out by the WSCF during 
the next five years, the conference will have as its theme, "God's People in God's 
World". Studies being made by SCMs in various countries will lead up to a World 
Teaching Conference planned for July 1960, in Europe. The world conference will in 
turn be preparatory to ten or more regional conferences to follow in 1961-62. 


WSCF officials said that the Rangoon conference is an attempt in an international 
ecumenical study programme, to give Asian Christians "the first word" and explore, from 
an Asian point of view, the most vital issues facing the Church today. 


Major speakers will include Mr. M.M. Thomas of India, Professor Davis McCaughey 
of Australia, Mr. Paul Verghese of Ethiopia, U Ba Hmin of Burma, the Rev. Harry Daniel - 
of India, U Kyaw Than of Burma, Dr. Notohamidjojo of Indonesia and the Rev. Hans-Ruedi 
Weber of the World Council of Churches in Geneva. EPS, Geneva 
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“Golden Rule" Crew Complains of Geneva "Cold Shoulder" 


(Geneva) - Members of a group of Christian pacifists who attempted to sail’ 

ketches into the H-bomb testing area just before US H-bomb tests in the Pacific last 
June have complained of a bad reception by major governmental delegations to the 
Geneva intergovernmental conference on means of halting tests. 


The crew members of the "Golden Rule" and the Phoenix" said they were inter- 
viewed at some length by important members of the Soviet delegation, but that a 
press release issued afterwards by the official Tass news agancy had “used the visit 
to exploit their own propaganda" and had attempted to distort the pacifists' real 
views. "The Russian press release says we came to the interview 'confused about 
the Russian position' and left 'in entire support'" said the deputation's spokesman, 
tet a Bigelow, naval officer in World War IIT, a Quaker and captain of the "Golden 
Rule". 


Mr. Bigelow also ‘objected to being called a “peace fighter" and said that "as 
a Quaker I am not very happy to be called a fighter at all". His complaint about 
the Soviet's press report was echoed by Mrs. James Reynolds, wife of the captain of 
the other vessel, the "Phoenix". Dr. Reynolds is still held in a Honolulu US jail 
awaiting trial on appeal. His passport has been impounded. "The Soviets repre- 
sent us aS supporting their position, whereas in the Soviet Union such a protest 
could not succeed at all," she said, referring to the action of the two crews. 


The crew members of the "Golden Rule" were arrested in Honolulu before they could 
Sail into the testing area. However, the crew of the "Phoenix" did sail 100 kilo- 
metres inside the restricted area before being turned back by the United States Navy. 


According to Mr. Bigelow the British and American delegations to the internation-— 
al conference had arranged for only short meetings with junior members of their teams. 
"We were greatly disappointed at not speaking to the United States delegates on a man 
to man basis," Mr. Bigelow said. EPS, Geneva 


Frankfurt Church Leaders Clash on A-Weapons 


(Frankfurt-am-Main) - A clash between Pastor Martin Niemdller, president of the 
German regional Church of Hessen-Nassau and the chairman of the synod, Dr. Wilhelmi, 
marked a special synod meeting called to consider the compatibility of atomic arms 
and the Christian faith. 


When Dr. Wilhelmi asked for mutual tolerance between Christians who held differ 
ent views on the subject, Pastor Niemdller insisted that, on his reading of the 
New Testament, any stand other than outright rejection of atomic weapons amounted 
to atheism, Dr. Wilhelmi said this was insulting. 


To solve the problem for the time being the synod urged pastors, parish councils 
and congregations to study the issues, try to arrive at clear convictions and speak 
out clearly when they were clarified, The statement adopted asks all Christians 
to act on their conclusions, but without “infringing the law of love" toward those 
who think differently. 


Pastor Niemdller accepted the synod's statement but said he regretted that no 
real progress had been made. The synod said: "We remain together under the Gospel 
and are trying to overcome these differences", EPS, Geneva 
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Hierarchy of the Church of Greece Issues Message 


At the end of the thirteenth assembly of the Hierarchy of the Church of Greece, 
meeting in Athens, a message to the Greek people was published in all Greck news- 
eal, December 4. Sixty bishops attended the month-long sessions. (See EPS 
No. 41 


The first part of the message speaks of the problems of our time and calls the 
Greek people to draw inspiration, courage and creative powers from the Orthodox 
Church and its Hellenic-Christian tradition. The message criticizes the totalitarian 
political systems of the peoples to the north as well as the governmental forms of 
the West, on the ground that neither are leading to the establishment of peace in the 
world. It recommends more attention to the education of youth and suggests that both 
State and Church should attempt to create a Hellenic—Christian conscience, so that 
youth may be guided. 


In its second part the message speaks of foreign propaganda, which, despite 
existing state laws, attompts through pamphlets, financial means and distribution of 
foodstuffs and clothing to draw members from the poorest classes of the Orthodox peo- 
ple. The propaganda is alleged not to care if such activities inflict wounds on the 
Orthodox conscience and cause disturbance and divisions within the Orthodox Christian 
family. The Greek people are also told that the Hicrarchy has decided to regroup 
the spiritual forces of the church and combat foreign propagandists by itself under- 
taking similar works of charity and religious enlightenment. 


Speaking of relations between the Church of Grecce and the World Council of 
Churches the Hierarchy says that because the leaders of Protestantism have failed to 
mention in the basis of the Constitution of the WCC the Holy Trinity, the true 
Christian God, with the thought to draw in the Anti-Trinitarians, "our church has 
been led to take a reserved attitude concerning its participation in the conferences 
of the Protestant ecumenical movement". For this reason, the message goes on, the 
Hierarchy has decided that participation by the church must not be through clergymen, 
but only through lay theologians. Their participation in WCC conferences must also 
be a participation with a limited mandate as long as the Protestant world does not 
cease its propaganda at the expense of the Orthodox Christian flock. 


The message also speaks of a number of internal church matters such as the so- 
called question of "Palseo-imerologists" or followers of the Julian calendar, of the 
wages of the clergy, of the permissibility of fourth marriages and automatic divorce, 
both of which are rejected, of the relations of the Church of Greece with other 
Orthodox churches and the need of a panorthodox policy in spiritual activities under 
the leadership of the Ecumenical Patriarchate, church institutions and church schools, 
and of the Constitution of the church. 


The message also speaks of the book published by Professor P. Trembalas under 
the title "Royal Priesthood" and informs the Greek people that the author has recog- 
nized his error, and that there is only one priosthood, the one transmitted through 
the sacrament of Holy Orders. 


The message also advises the clergy and the faithful to abstain from the Rotary 
organization on the ground that Rotarians do not accept the moral life and charity 
as fruits of the Christian faith. 


General Secretariat of World Council of Churches Comments 


A comment on the bishops! message, issued from the General Secretariat of the 
World Council of Churches in Geneva, says: 
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The message of the Hierarchy of the Church of Greece refers to the Basis of the 
World Council of Churches, that is the article of our Constitution which says: "The 
World Council of Churches is a fellowship of churches which accept our Lord Jesus 
Christ as God and Saviour". This Basis was taken over from the Faith and Order 
movement. It had been originally formulated by the General Convention of the 
Protestant Episcopal Church of the USA at its convention in 1910. The invitations 
to the World Conferences on Faith and Order at Lausanne and Edinburgh were issued 
on this basis. The only churches which declined the invitation because they found 
this basis unacceptable were churches taking a unitarian standpoint. 


The Evanston Assembly adopted a statement on the nature and function of the 
Basis (Official Report p. 306) which states specifically: "By joining together, the 
churches seek to respond to the call and action of their Divine Lord. The World 
Council must therefore consist of churches which acknowledge that bord as the second 
person of the Trinity". 


It is therefore clear that the statement that the Holy Trinity is not mentioned 
in the Basis of the World Council of Churches with the thought to draw in the Anti- 
Trinitarians is based on a grave misapprehension. EPS, Geneva 


Mixed Marriages Frowned on in Germany 


(Cleves, Germany) - The local Cleves synod of the Rhineland Church has struck a fresh 
blow in the “battle over mixed marriages" in Germany by warning Protestants that 
mixed marriages might bring them under church discipline. (See EPS No. 23) 


In resolutions dealing with the subject, the synod says that marrying Roman 
Catholics or bringing up children of mixed marriages in the Catholic Church are 
offences under the church discipline and can be followed by exclusion from Holy 
Communion and loss of church-membership rights. 


Declaring that Protestants who marry Catholics are not bound to keep promises 
given to Catholic priests that their children will be brought up as Catholics, the 
synod decided to recommend tightening up the marriage regulations of the Rhineland 
Church as a whole. EPS, Geneva 


Rumanian Orthodox Patriarch Arrested 


(Vienna) — According to reports received in Vienna from United Press International, 
Marina Justinian, Patriarch of the Rumiian Orthodox Church, has been put under house 
arrest by Communist police. 


Reports say that the Patriarch has been taken from his Bucharest residence to 
an undisclosed province and is being watched by special policemen. EPS, Geneva 


French Pastors Back from Hungary 

(Paris) - The president and general secretary of the French Reformed Church, Pastor 
Bourguet and Pastor Paul Conord, her2 reported on a visit to Budapest, Gyor, Papa, 
Debreczen, Miskol and Dyosgoyori. 


The visitors preached and addressed meetings of ministers and students. They 
saw Bishop Lajos Veté of the Lutheran Church and Bishop Albert Berecsky, Reformed. 
Official calls were made on the Reformed Church's General Convent office and the 
president of the state Office of Church Affairs. 


Fra + 
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The French Reformed church leaders said that "traditional links between the 
Reformed Churches of France and Hungary were strengthened" and that the journey 
“would contribute to the development of exchanges between them, «siecially in theo- 
logical studies". EFS, Geneva 


In Brief 


Mr, Premanand Mahanty, chairman of the Council of the United Bible Societies, 
died suddenly on November 29. | A former principal of St. John's College in Calcutta, 
at the time of his death he was president of Serampore College. Mr. Mahanty, who 
became general secretary of the Bible Society of India and Ceylon in 1949, was the 


first Indian to hold that post. 
oe 


On December 2 the British and Foreign Bible Society published a new edition 
of the Hebrew Old Testament, replacing the former Letteris version, first printed in 
Vienna for the society 92 years ago. It is edited by Dr.' Norman H. Snaith, prin- 
cipal of Wesley College, Leeds, England, and is based on an independent study of all 


the available manuscripts. 
* * 


Archbishop Christopher of Tirana and Durazzo, head of the autocephalous Orthodox 
Church of Albania, has died of a cerebral haemorrhage. He was 76. In 1949 the 
Albanian Communist government forced the Archbishop to leave his See. He was con- 
fined in the monastery of Ardeniza and later transferred to Tirana, where he died. 


ik 


Dr. Andrew Thakur Das, executive secretary of the National Christian Council of 
West Pakistan, has been named regional secretary for the Cameroons, Spanish Guinea, 
Kthiopia and the Sudan for the Commission on Ecumenical Mission and Relations of the 
United Presbyterian Church in the USA. Dr. Thakur Das, who is a member of the Cen- 
tral Committee of the World Council of Churches, will leave Pakistan on January 1 to 


visit Africa. 
%* 


A $175,000 interracial centre will be built in Dar Es Salaam, the capital of 
Tanganyika, East Africa, according to action taken by the executive committee of the 
National Llutheran Council at its bi-annual mecting in Chicago. Africans and whites 
will be able to mect, sleep and cat under one roof without discrimination in the cen 
tre. The committee also appropriated $100,000 annually for three years for the 
proposed new short-wave radio station to be erected at a site still to be chosen in 
Africa, under the auspices of the Lutheran World Federation. 


aCe 


Archbishop Boris, Exarch for North America and the Aleutian Islands of the 
Moscow Patriarchate of the Russian Orthodox Church, has arrived in the United States 


_ for a three month visit to parishes belonging to the Patriarchal Russian Orthodox 


Church in North America. Most of the Russian Orthodox in the United States are 
organized in the Russian Orthodox Greck Catholic Church of America, which, as an 
autonomous church, does not come under the jurisdiction of the Moscow Patriarchate. 


aoe 


A memorial church has been dedicated to the victims of the Mau-Mau terrorists 
at Fort Hall in the British colony of Kenya. A young Kenya artist has decorated 
the walls of the church with paintings depicting the life of Christ with a Kikuyu 


landscape in the background. 
* % 
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The Gereformeerde Church in the Netherlands has appointed a study commission 
to report on implications of the plan to unify the International Missionary Council 


and the World Council of Churches. The church participates in the work of the IMC 
but does not belong to the WCC. 
* % 


A united communion service was held on December 7 in the "Old Church" at 
Amsterdam as a symbol of the agrecment concluded on October 1 between the Lutheran 
and Netherlands Reformed Churches. The agreement provides for intercommunion be- 
tween the two churches and for preaching in one another's pulpits. 


x % 


The Bishop of Barking, the Rt. Rev. H.R. Gough, has been named the seventh 
Anglican Archbishop of Sydney, succeeding the late Dr. H.W.K. Mowll. (Sec BPS No. 40) 


ek 


N} rray is considering running a Kirchentag modelled on: the big German lay rally. 
A committee in Oslo is charged with preparing a Norwegian Day and working out a pro- 
gramme that will fit in with the structure of the Norwegian Church. 


Fh 


In the autumn of 1959, young men and women in Austria will be able to give a 
year's voluntary service in institutions run by the Protestant Church. Similar 
plans are used in Germany, Holland and Switzerland. 


Bice he 


Protestants in the Rhineland report that the Roman Catholic Church's attitude 
toward mixed marriages has resulted in an increasing number of couples being married 


in Protestant churches. (See page 5) 
* * 


A group of young Soviet workers will be invited to visit West Germany by the 
YMCA so that they can study social conditions there. 


* % 


Pastor Bernhard Brinksmeier of Teuchern has been released from prison in East 
Germany (DDR), before his sentence had expired. He was arrested on May 3, 1958, for 
"calumny against the State" and sentenced to 18 months! imprisonment. Thirty church- 
men are still in prison in the German Democratic Republic. . 


we 


The General synod of the Netherlands Reformed Church has decided to send mission-= 
aties to Moslem areas in Africa and the Netherlands missions of the Gereformeerde 
Church are investigating missionary prospects in Argentina and Brazil. The develop— 
ment follows return of Dutch missionaries from Indonesia, where the churches are 
increasingly doing their own missionary work. EPS, Geneva: 


A Special Report 
"Old Believer" Russians Resettled in Brazil by WCC 


After years of negotiations on their behalf with governments and intergovcrnmen- 
tal agencies, over 500 Old Believers, members of a Russian Orthodox agriculturist 
group, are moving into homes they have built and planting crops on a 6,000-acre tract 
of land in the state of Parana, Brazil, where they have been resettled through the 
World Council of Churches. 


Oe a 


- 
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This major development in Parana, on land which has never been ploughed before, 
has become a "tourist attraction" in southern Brazil. Every Sunday, interested 
neighbours and visitors drive up in cars, station wagons, trucks and dozens of horse 
carts to see the bearded, picturesquely costumed farmers who hold to their ancicnt 
beliefs and customs. 


The Old Believers left Russia in 1919 and 1920. They settled in a remote area 
in the north of China and farmed there until 1947 when Soviet authorities came and 
deported to Russia many of the men of the group. In 1951 and 1952 the Chinese 
seized their small farms. Then the families turned to the World Council for help 
to leave China and emigrate to South America. 


The Russians began to arrive in Brazil in May. By August, all the present 
group had arrived. Still hoping to come are another 200 members of the Orthodox 
group, remaining in Manchuria. 


The group has split up into three separate settlements, each with 20 to 30 
families in it, headed by a "leader" who will become the my )r as soon as the for- 
malities now under way with the Parana government have been completed to register 
and name each separate township. Most of the settlers have moved into permanent 
homes which they have built, leaving shacks which housed them temporarily for use as 
"summer kitchens". 


Ploughing, with the help of two rented tractors and two provided by the WCC, is 
going on 24 hours a day and three of the Old Believer settlers have become skilled 
in the operation of the machines. On Saturday afternoons, Old Believer tractor driv 
ers from the villages mect for instruction in maintenance and handling the tractors 
from the WCC's driver, Otto Hamisch, himself a WCC colonist from Contenda. 


In each village the leader's house was the first one completed. In each case, 
he turned it into a church, decorated with ancient icons and books containing texts 
copied by the Old Believers. Later, when money is available, churches will be built. 


Money to Move 12,000 Europeans from China Needed 


But the problem of the Old Believers, which is now at least partially solved, is 
only a part of the total problem of European refugees in China, still waiting for a 
solution. 


For the first time, numbers of people have visas and the possibility of exit 
permits from China and have opportunities for settlement overseas "and there is not 
enough money to move them". There are about ten to twelve thousand Europeans in 
China awaiting resettlement overseas and for many of them, "it has become a life and 
death matter". Many, rcfugee officials point out, are faced with the likelihood of 
privation and even danger if the governments of the West do not provide the necessary 
funds (about $4,000,000) to move them. 


Speaking at a recent press conference in Geneva, Service to Refugees director of 
of the World Council of Churches, Dr. Edgar Chandler said "we are challenging the 
world to heip these people who have fled Communism twice". The United Kingdom has 
announced that it will provide 114 aeroplane seats to transport European refugees now 


‘waiting in Hong Kong. 


A plane carrying 61 Russians from Hong Kong to homes for the aged and sick in 
seven European countries, landed in Geneva on December 6. Other planes are scheduled 
for December 18 and January 4. 

At the same time, it has been announced that a group of a thousand Europeans 
waiting in Shanghai has been moved to Hong Kong by the United Nations High Commissione: 
for Refugees and the Intergovernmental Committee for European Migration. EPS, Geneva 
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Periodical: 
THE STUDENT WORLD 


The last ‘ssue for 1958 of The Student World, magezine of the World's Student 
Christian Federation, is the second in a series on "Christianity and the Faiths of 
Modern Man" and is entitled "Christianity and Ancient Religions". The introductory 
article on “Christianity and Religion" by Professor Enkichi Kan of Japan, is followed 
by one on "The Problem of Indigenization of Christian Theology in Asia" by Professor 
JR. Chandran, of India. Professor Sankarana:ggan of Vivekananda College, Madras, 
has written on “Hinduism and Its Attitude to Christianity", and two leaders of the 
Indian SCM describe "Christian Witness among Hindu Students". There are also 
articles on "The Significance of Spiritualism in Latin America" by Professor Maurer 
of Brazil, and "Christianity and African Faiths and Belicis" bx Bola Ige of Nigeria. 
Subsequent issues of The Student World will deal with Buddhism, Islam and Judaism. 


The Student World Chronicle includes on article by Bishop K.H. Ting of China 
on “Christian Theism"’, one commemorating the centennial of the United States Student 
YMCA, and a tribute to the late Conrad Hoffmann, a former leader of the WSCF. There 
are also the usual travel diaries and book reviews. EPS, Geneva 
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Rapid Social Change Consultations Held in Africa, Asia 


(Geneva) - Three consultations on the Christian responsibility toward areas of rapid 
social change have been held in the last month, two in Africa and one in West Pakis-— 
tan. Sponsored by the World Council of Churches and local Christian councils, the 
consultations considered studies of social change under way in Africa and Asia. 


Fifty persons from both European and African churches attended the five-day 
consultation in late November in the Copperbelt of Northern Rhodesia and considered 
three major problems of rapid social change there: family life, economic life and 
the life of the nation. Working groups on the topics prepared statements which 
will be published: and presented to the churches for study and discussion. 


Dr. C.L. Van Doorn, Dutch missionary sociologist, told the conference that there 
was a need for the churches "to engage in the struggle for righteousneSs and a will- 
ingness to sacrifice non-essential elements in one's own culture in order to help 
the coming into being of a multi-racial society". Dr. Van Doorn has been working 
as a consultant with the Christian Council of Northern Rhodesia during the past nine 
months on an ecumenical study project on the Christian responsibility in working 
for a multi-racial community. 


Others attending included Mr. Garfield Todd, former missionary from New Zealand 
and until recently prime minister of Southern Rhodesia; Mr. Maurice Webb, a busi- 
nessman of Durban, South Africa, and a member of the Executive Committee of the 
Commission of the Churches on International Affairs, and Mr. Philip Potter, executive 
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secretary of the Youth Department of the World Council of Churches. 


The conference marked the first step in the launching of the new ecumenical 


lay training centre which is being developed in the Mindolo Mission near Kitwe, 
Northem Rhodesia. 


Kenya Consultation Reviews Study 


Kenya Christian leaders'met at the Bible House in Nairobi on December 1 = 4 
to make a preliminary review of the results of a survey and study project begun 
two years ago by the Christian Council of Kenya. 


Among those reporting to the conference was Mrs. Marion Forrester, an econo- 
mist and social worker from the United States, who has been studying economic and 
social problems of urban families in Nairobi. She told the conference that her 
work had raised the question of whether the present pattern of economic development 
was helping the African or serving mainly to disorient and uproot him. "Qn the one 
hand, the indigenous people who participate in the new system have their activities 
curbed by racial stratification in this predominantly African society. Yet they 
have their wants constantly intensified by luxury consumer imports, which are out 
of their reach. On the other hand they cannot return to their traditional way of 
life.... Caught in this web, has the African the enterprise, the opportunity and 
the will to develop, or has Westernisation evolved an urban proletariat which by 
definition means that he has no will, no enterprise and no opportunity to develop?" 


A second and larger conference on rapid social change will be held in Kenya 
in June 1959. 


Seminar Held in West Pakistan 


The Christian Council of West Pakistan and the World Council sponsored a 
seminar on the rapid social change in West Pakistan on December 12 - 14 at Forman 
Christian College in Lahore. 


The conference was organized by Mr. N.S. Massey who opened the mecting by 
telling the 25 participants of the important task confronting the churches in 
West Pakistan because of the rapid social changes taking place. The purpose of the 
meeting was to outline a long-range programme of study and action. Among the 
Speakers was the Rev. Hans-Rucdi Weber, executive secretary of the WCC's Depart- 
ment on the Laity. EPS, Geneva 


NCC _ in US Discusses Role of Missions 


(Pittsburgh) -"Mission boards must be closely related to the whole Church, be a 
channel between churches and have more technical competence if they are to meet 

the challenge of a 'ferment' world," Dr. Luther A. Gotwald said at the ninth annual 
assembly of the Division of Foreign Missions of the National Council of the Churches 
of Christ in the USA. He is executive secretary of the division. 


The new type mission board today, he said, must enlarge its scope and possibly 
change its name. 


Mission leaders were also urged to recognize that each board is engaged in its 
share of the world-wide mission and not in establishing a monopoly of what it con- 
siders "the best church". Dr. John Coventry Smith of the United Presbyterian 


Church, USA, said that the "work of the whole Church belongs to all of us. ibe 
Baptists and Methodists are strong in Burma, there is no reason why a Presbyterian 
should be unhappy until he has established Presbyterian work in that country." 


At the same time, he said that mission agencies in the United States should 
not stand in the way of church unions when they are sincerely desired. "Let us 
give the churches which we have participated in establishing across the world the 
same freedom under God to express their Christian faith that we have enjoyed in 
our own history," 


The 550 assembly delegates invited denominations not affiliated with the 
division to consult with it on common missionary problems. All Christian mission- 
ary bodies were assured "that we are prepared to discuss ways by which channels of 
communication, fcllowship, common study and consultation can be opened", 
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In urging consultation with unaffiliated groups, the division said it deplored 

} "the separation which exists between its member agencies and other missionary 
bodies". In expressing a "feeling of oneness" with all other evangelical Christians 
. engaged in the missionary task, the division said it regarded every instance of 

| disunity "with all seriousness and deep penitence". BPS, Geneva 


Alexandria's Greck Patriarch Honoured 


(Alexandria) - Special honours were paid to the Patriarch of Alexandria, His 
Beatitude Christopher II, on Sunday, November 50, when he celebrated his fifticth 
year of service as a bishop within the Greek Orthodox Patriarchate of Alexandria. 


The. Patriarch, who assumed his present office in 1959, was féted by the Greek 
Orthodox clergy and people of Egypt. 


The Patriarchate's Holy Synod in late November named five new bishops — all 
now archimandrites, - Parthenios Koinidis as Metropolitan of Carthage, Synesios 
Laskarides as Metropolitan of the Soudan, Cyprian Papadopoulos as Metropolitan of 
Central Africa, Nicholas Varelopoulos as Metropolitan of East Africa and Barnabas 
Fotaras as Bishop of Mareotis. EPS, Geneva 


Hicrarchy of Church of Greece to Re-convene 


(Athens) - Reports from Greece say that the Holy Synod of the Church of Greece has 
decided to call the Church's hierarchy together again on January 21, 1959. 


This further meeting, following so soon after the hierarchy's month-long deli- 
berations in November, is unprecedented. Some years usually elapse between meetings 
of the bishops. 


Widespread criticism of the message issucd by the bishops at the close of their 
November meeting (see EPS No. 46) has been voiced in some soctions of the Greek 
press and by individuals. BPS, Geneva 


Cape Town Anglicans Resist Apartheid 

(Cape Town) ~ The Cape Town diocesan synod of the Anglican Church in South Africa 
has passed a strongly-worded resolution aligning itself against the South African 
government's policy of apartheid. 
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The resolution cited a statement adopted by ten churches from three conti-’ 
nents at the Reformed Ecumenical Synod's meeting in Potchefstroom, in the Union 
of South Africa, last August. The Reformed Synod was attended by delegates 
from two Gereformeerde-type Afrikaans-speaking South African churches. 


"This synod", said the Anglican resolution, "in reaffirming the fatherhood 
of God and the brotherhood of man in a common redemption, views with concern and 
dismay the developing racial policy of the government and joins with the Reformed 
Ecumenical Synod, which met recently at Potchefstroom, West Transvaal, in asserting 
that no race may deem itself entitled to a privileged position and consider itself 
Superior to other races and that all believers are brethren in Jesus Christ". 
BPS, Geneva 


Church of Central Africa to Be Autonomous 


(Blantyre, Nyasaland) - The Church of Central Africa, founded by the Church of 
Scotland Mission, is being turned over to African control and will become com- 
-pletely independent. 


The Rev. A.M. Rennie, Church of Scotland representative, said that "we are 
now at the stage of integrating the mission and the church. The Africans must 
be given an opportunity to form a strong church and not to lean on us." He 
added, however, that the white congregations of the Church of Scotland in Zomba 
é cand Blantyre will not merge with the Church of Central Africa. "Too many whites 


‘Ln are against this," he said. EPS, Geneva 


> 


. Youth Dedication Conflict in Eastern Germany 


y (Berlin) - The problem of the government-sponsored youth dedication services and 
their conflict with confirmation is again in the news from the German Democratic 
Republic. 


The conference of member churches of the German Evangelical Church in Eastern 
Germany has urged all its members to stop excluding from confirmation classes young 
people who are preparing for the youth dedication. It asks the churches to exer— 
cise "merciful spiritual care" for these young people and proposes that those who 
have taken part in the dedication service be given a chance to be confirmed after 
a year, if they participate regularly in church life. 


In quoting statistics about the participation in last year's confirmation 
services, Bishop Otto Dibelius cited a town of 20,000 near Berlin where out of 
200 children leaving school, only three had been confirmed. The parents of the 

_ others, he said had not had the courage nor the strength to resist the pressure 
put upon them to send their children to the youth dedication. 


However, some Bast German churches which this year for the first time are 
allowing beys and girls to attend confirmation classes while preparing for the 
youth dedication, report that more children are taking part in confirmation pre- 
4 paration than last year. The increase is attributed to the new regulations. 

(See EPS Nos. 58 and 44) It is estimated that 60 per cont of the children 


2. >.taking part in the youth dedication will also attend confirmation classes. 
a EPS, Geneva 


{i “= 
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European Churches to Confer in Denmark 


(Geneva) ~ For the first time on record representatives of Europe's non-Roman 


Catholic churches will hold a regional conference to face up to their common 
tasks and problems. 


The Church Conference, planned as the first in a possible series of such 
occaSional meetings, will be held at Nyborg, Denmark, from January 6 - 9. 


The main subject set down for discussion by about eighty church leaders ex- 
pected to attend from some eighteen countries on both sides of the iron curtain is 
"European Christendom in Today's Secularised World". Sub-themes to be treated 
are; The Encounter of the Christian Faith and Modern Technics in Europe, The End 
of the Constantinian Era in Kurope?, The Past :and Present Contribution of Eastern 
Orthodoxy to Buropean Civilisation and What Have the European Churches in Common 
in Their Heritage and Present Responsibility? 


Speakers on the four sub-themes, in the order listed, will be Canon Edward 
Wickham, industrial chaplain in the Diocese of Sheffield, England; Professor 
Pierre Burgelin of Paris; the Metropolitan James of Melita, representative of the 
Ecumenical Patriarchate of Constantinople at the headquarters of the World Council 


of Churches in Geneva; and, for the last subject, Professor J.B. Soucek of Prague 
and Professor Nils H. Sfe of Copenhagen. 


The conference has been planned as the result of a series of informal neetings 
held in different countries, including one in Denmark last August at the time of 
the World Council of Churches! Central Committee meeting, also at Nyborg. At the 
forthcoming Nyborg conference the European churches will decide what form an on- 
going cooperation will take. Bishop Hanns Lilje, lutheran, of Hanover, Germany , 
has acted with Archbishop Kiivit of Tallinn, Estonia, USSR, Dr. Egbert Emmen, 
general secretary of the Netherlands Reformed Church, and Dr. Hans-Heinrich Harms, 
Geneva, to organise the January Nyborg conference, 

The World Council of Churches has been kept informed about plans for the 
European regional meeting through its two European presidents, Dr. John Baillic 
of Edinburgh and Bishop Otto Dibelius of Berlin, Bishop Dibelius will attend the 
Nyborg conference, together with Dr. W.A. Visser 't Hooft, WCC general secretary. 
However, a spokesman for the conference's organising committee emphasized that the 
European Church Conference is not a result of WCC planning, but has been summoned 
on the initiative and responsibility of the churches themselves. 


Among countries with churches Sending participants are Denmark, Czechoslovakia, 
USSR, Poland, Sweden, Germany, the Netherlands, the United Kingdom, Yugoslavia, 
Finland, Italy, Switzerland, Austria, Spain, France, Hungary, Norway and Belgium. 

EPS, Geneva 


In Brief 


The Prague Christian Peace Conference has issued a call to "leaders of Christian 
churches in the whole world" to observe the anniversary of the atomic raid on Hiro- 
Shima as a day of repentance. The call was drafted by the conference's continua 
tion committee at a meeting in Debreczen, Hungary. 


ae 
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RAVEMCCO (Radio, Visual Education and Mass Communication Committee) , a unit 
of the Division of Foreign Missions of the National Council of the Churches of 
Christ in the USA, has marked its tenth anniversary with a public meeting in 
Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania. The agency now operates radio stations in Japan, Korea, 
the Philippines, the Near East and Latin America, conducts training programmes in 
mass communications techniques and maintains mobile units to carry films and lit- 
erature to outlying districts in Asia and Africa. 

HO £ 

Plans for a national lay school of theology, reported to be the first of its 
kind in the United States, have been announced by the two laymen's organisations 
of the United Church of Christ. The first week-long course will be held in June 
at the denomination's Lancaster Theological Seminary, giving intensive training in 
theology, Bible and practical churchmanship for lay men and women. 

* * 


The Communist press in East Berlin is making new attacks on Bishop Otto 
Dibelius after a sermon he preached in the Marienkirche in East Berlin on December 
Ta He is criticised for expressing his disapproval of the Soviet note on the 
Berlin question and accused of misusing the pulpit for "propaganda in favour of 


Adenauer", 
; * * 


British immigration authorities have assured the Church of Scotland that 
there will be no difficulty in customs formalities when Dr. Martin Niemdller of 
Germany visits Glasgow in early January. The last time Dr. Niemdller was 
scheduled to visit the United Kingdom (see EPS No. 40) he left London Airport and 
returned directly to Germany as a protest against the treatment he received from 
customs officials. 

x % 

The International League to Oppose Racial Prejudice and Anti-Semitism has 
awarded its annual prize to Father Trevor Huddleston for his book, "Who Is My 
Neighbour?". Father Huddleston, a well-known Anglican priest, worked for many 
years near Johannesburg and has been one of the leading critics of the apartheid 
policy of the Union of South Africa. 

x xX 


The Evangelical Church in Austria is appealing for a speedy settlement of 
"the injustice done to the church" under the Nazi regime which abolished state 
contributions to the church. In a debate in the Austrian National Council. on the 
nation's budget, Dr. Geissler, a Protestant deputy, pointed out that the delay in 
arriving at a legal settlement of the question has serious consequences for 
Protestants. He said that the church is only able to pay its pastors 70 per cent 
of thoir salaries and feared the amount might be even lower next year. 

EPS, Geneva . 


The next issue of EPS will appear on January 9, 1959. 
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